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BOMBAY CITY GAZETTEER. 


CHAPTER VJ, 

HISTORy. 

From the very birth of time ihe strip of coast IjiJid, In Th& HiniJu 
I he middle of which lies the istiirid of Bombay, has been the 
^athcting-^rouml of Vinious rtices and civilizations i and 
over since the dim days when the first shipmaster 
launched hi.s frail hark upon the waters of Ocean| the 
trade between VVestern ladlap Babylon and Egy^pt has 
been monopolized in turn by invaders from she north 
(<* *lljarat}( from the East (Deccan and Tclingaiia) and 
from the South {Carnatic)^ and has allured strangers from 
three continents to these shorcsK One after another the 
famous ports of Swpara+ Basscln^i Thana, Kaly^an, Chau I 
nnd Janjira have risen* flourished and decayed; and 
swarm after swarm of imnii|rrants from all parts of India 
and the world have mixed the population to an ^ilmceit 
inconceivable extent and left to Ethnology mid Anthro¬ 
pology a riddle ivhich so far they have been powerless 
adequately to solve- 

When man lirst made bis home in the cluster of seven 
Hmall isLets, ivhtch have been wielded inlo the modern 
island of Bombay^ he w^as yet in the Stone Age ; for 
along the shore of Back Bay^ and in Kolaba District on 
the further side of the barbour the anthropologist has 
di-seovered flint tools similar to those once used by the 
cave-men of Europe. Their makers doubtless earned a 
^subsistence by fishing in the shallow waters which 
encompassed the islets and by hunting in Ine jungles of 
khair (/icineio trees which formety shrouded the 

face of the laiid^» Whence they came and from what race 

* Thh chapter ha* been Bupptkd by M>t. A JJ.T. |ackfton, hC.^- 

* JuaPn. Anllprep, Soc-* II. 

* Jaurti^ lj£?tB. Anthrop. bdCi^ 111. 

* A pclrhird khftif forcil dineov^ed while c7tcM.vMinf; llw 

raundation ef Prince"* D^k- It iay bclOft tiiirh wnscr 

cniirk^mnd cuu^iAtcil nf iSj trecc,. 2ai stAmding CrCCt a^d 15^ prt''*- 
Irate, IhtHigfi fitFll roolcd in the seTl. They wi?re imbedded an w. 
d scayed trap^rock ^oih Owt^Jaid by I be i hfcic cljiy>»t rat uni whicti 
Jorm» ihe»al baltam al the harbuur. .Among iht nreeii, onr wa* 
recumbent, ckarrcil 'm the middle hui b^are no imeu ofliavkg been 
cia t down by An v IcktI. Edward vm’ H L^e of Oom bay■ 
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the}" were spruiii^i none can truly tell ; but in all proba- 
bilUy they hailed from the south,' slowly mi^rralmf! 
along the coast »tid forming settlements her* * and there in 
the river bottoms. From the south also came the most 
notable feature of the Bombay landscape,—the cocoa*n«t 
palm (CWfJf Huriftra), which seems to have reached 
India from the Malay country by vray of Ceylon : and as 
a Nasik inscription* proves that it was grown on a large 
scale in the north of Thanft by the second century of the 
Christian era. k is in nowise hazardous to date its first 
arrival in the Konkaii some centuries earlier. With it 
probably came the Bhandarls (rora the Ratni^iri const. 
Bu t older t h an the cocoa-n utpalm.olderihanthcBhandan 
pa 1 m*iappcr are the Koli fishing-folk of Bombay, among 
whom, if in any tribe, one must seek for the blood 
of the men of the Slone Age, albeit later racial elcment-i 
have unqueslionabh’ been mingled with and have well- 
nigh obliterated the original stock. The name of the 
tribe appears to be of Dravidian origin,* and doubtless 
they once Spoke the Dravidian tongue, to the former 
prevalence of which so many place-names in Western 
India still bear witness; but the distribution of the 
vaiious sections cf the tribe points to Gujarat rather 
than the aoutheni country as their original home, and in 
ull likelihood they are descended from the p re-Ary an 
population of Gujarat, which gradually spread itself over 
the western littoral and absorbed the hunting and 
fishing clmis of the Stone Age. Certain however it is 
that they formed rude hul-scttlements in each of the seven 
islets of Bombay,* and brought with them from Gujarat 
MumWatlcvi, the patron goddc.ss of Bombay, who under 
the title of Mommai is still worshipped as a village- 

■ Trans* Louden Orient. i^7-4t p* jaC- 

• Kiihrorttombaj^ KuJi cr Ko'i Si said te raefl-n 

' hiubaTidfflAft't ihouifli other* have derived the- word ttom (li 

iKTTl ancl from. Kul C* irib*) k./* Kunhi from KnltimfeJ. Othci^ 

aRTim believe the word to be Munda and to "iflftn 

(Grierior., Ueifoeilic Surrey tV, p. 7). 

♦ Edwnrdiisi'Rise of Bombay pp. » bcit knowii 

Iff11 Yemenis were in 'Col^bni Mand’l'ii !&ong‘r¥, ^ nfii>, 

^^ahlnl and ^ion* 
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tn Jv^thiavvur.' Her shrloe wfis erected la the 
lAr^eiit of the iteven islets in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the sites noie occupied by the Municipal Omces and 
the terminus of the Great [ndian Peninsuiar Railway^ 
Now the arni'at of the nneieut tCsrth>mother on these 
shores was shortly followed by two great events, which 
jointly contributed to chan|:e the chareclcr of the races 
inhabiting^ Bombay and the coast of the Northern Kon* 
kan,—namely the opening of trade with the West and 
(he spread of Aryan culture over the Maratha country 
;md the coast. The Buddhist Jatakas’ and some of the 
Sanskrit law-booksi tell us that ships from Broach and 
Suparn traded with Babylon (Bavero) from the eighth to 
the siirth century B. C., by w'hich route In truth India 
received the legend of the Rood, the art of brick'making, 
and above uH. the art of writing, all the Indian alpha- 
hets having' been traced back to an original which must 
have been brought from Mesopotamia about 800 B. C-* 
Dr. Bhandurkar on his side places the first An'ao settle¬ 
ment in the Deccan at roughly yoo B.C.;* and it is safe 
to assume that Bombay and the coast tract became 
acquainted wJtli the Aryans as early as, if not earlier 
than, that date ; for otherwise the Dravidian tribes of 
Bombay would under the innuence of Western trade 
have found time to develop a civilization of their oivn, 
like the people of Malabar, and would not have adopted 
an Aryan tongue. The famous edict of the great 
Maiirya Bmperor, Asoka, at Suparn* shows that by the 
middle of the third century before ChrLst the western 

' Jt i* iiawg^rrally ailtullicd thal ihr name Etcimhiiy is dcri^U 
fram that rf the gedd^o Mumbadevi Or Mumbai, wtiDae shriqe 
To nnerly stood On Ihe mte of the \1elDria T«niSni». 7he derira- 
tion of Ihr nnme of ihn giMdciii front Mnlui,^mbn-Bi (Edwnrdr*' 

i,' *' ^ unacceptable Ofl phodctjc 

Tht Koddess MtimmAl p4 rrporlifd fj^jm KAlhinwAr in 
Ehe la a i«l of fojlc.loi-p wflne circtiJjitddl itp 

1 tk«l proVI n cr M>rae agfa. f-dr :i d^CiWiiiHi of I he And 

now ipceled denTnlion, of the wonl Ehintbnv, ree t^wnnle*' 
Kia® of Ifcmluy. 

* New. 3 ^t^and 4tfjp hAn^biSlh 

* S. B. E , ir+ J 38 : XIV, 146 * 100 , jjy, 

* Bfihlfr. [ndp^ftii? J5s 

' Early Hiar^ry of Ibif DcCcAn, Sedion lU, 

- L K R. R. A.n.. XV. 
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lioast had beett eompifflely Ar>’«n 1 sed,—a process which, 
commciicin^ piirchance with iniliiary conquest, was oUi- 
matdy compteled, as in other parts of India, by the 
peaceful efforts of Brahman missionaries. These 
pioneers of relig^lon were the forefathers of the tiolaks 
and the Snmvedis who, albeit in these days fallen from 
their Wgh estate, arc adiiiowlcdgcd to have been m 
distant years the priests of the elder races of the Kon- 
kan.' Men now point the finger of scorn at the Golali 
as base-born : the Bantvedi, reft of alt honour and pre¬ 
rogative, earns a bare living by the sweat of his brow : 
:ind yet in the davs dead itie former ministersd 

unto the people of Naslk (Govardhaii) and the Samvedi 
proudly claimed religious eTfliiicnce in splendid Suparsi-' 
Bombay and the western Iktoral were known to the 
Arystnii as Aparaiita or the Western Border,—a 
niime whicht naturally more si^-niftcant to invaders from 
the east than to immigranfs from the north, lead^ one to 
infer that the .4ryan conquest took place from the Dec* 
can* Supara (SurpatakaJ w^as, as we have seen, the 
chief toMm and the port for tlie Mesopotamian ttsiJe 
until the fourth century before Christ, when its splendour 
and Importance were eclipsed by Chuul (Chcmula) to the 
south of Bombay harbour; for Megasiheriest writing at the 
end of that centaryp describes Perimula or Aulomula 
(Chaut) as the most famous mart of Fndia, situated where 
five rivers flow into the sen (Bombay harbour), 620 mik>K 
from Pnlala on the Indus and 750 miles from Tropina (nenr 
Cochin). The chy belonged i o t he king 0 f the A rabastrae 
Orotae, who possessed an army of 1,6od elephants^ 150*000 
foot and 5pODQ horse, and dw-dt in a fair city encompassed 
by a marish infested by crocodlles^^ The first part of the 
tribal name has not yet been fully explained ; but the 
second must be a Prakrillcform of Aparantokii, albeit the 
of the king^s army shows that he was also muster of 
large portion of the Decean. Fifty years Inter (c, 45®' 
B. C.) we find ihe people of the North Konkan acknow¬ 
ledging the susteminty of tiie Maurya empire; for .Asoku 

1 N. V"Biidya*& BrahmAriAaf Ihe U hite Vajur^'^da, p, Iji 
« Bafnbay G**etlecr, Mil, Pi* t, p* 77. fvPle imd r- 
* Pliny, .Njil- Hisl.. VI*. 
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5ctit his Censors or mirfuf uifito ihtm * ; 

and they hearkened lo the voice of the Buddhist preachers 
from the couiieil of Patnhputra.* And when ihe Maurya 
Bmpire fell (c, 185 B. C.) Western India became thespnH 
of the Satavahnnas of the Telugu country, who for the 
first trme brought the countries along^ the whoJe course 
of the Godavari under one common sceptre. It was under 
their aHspice.s that ancient Ici^cnds, .such as that of 
Parasurama, which properly belong to the east const, 
were transferred [o the Konkan and that the Vaitaitmi 
nver of the Konkan uas named after that of Kaliaga J t 
for by the outlet of the Urst century' before Chrlsr the 
Satavahanns * had reached the Ghats and in all probnbilitv 
also the Konkan. Their sovereignty lasted for somewhat 
longer than jckj years, until roughly =20 A.D*^ suffering 
one serious In term pt ion about A, D. roo, when Nahapanu 
of the K.shahraratn trlhe, who claimed the ikle of hlaha- 
kshatrapn, invaded the Deccsiii from the direction of Ujjnin. 
occupying hJasik and Junrif^rt where his Inscriptions and 
coins have been found, and doubtless seizing the \^-estem 
coast-line* But not for long did he enjoy his forcefully- 
acquired dominion ^ for about the year 125 A*D. the 
Satavahana monarch, Gotamiputrap drove him forth from 
ttie Deccan and the house of Chashtana about 130 A*D, 
supplaotcd his dynasty at Ujjain.^ 

Sometimes at war+ sometimes allied by marriage with 
their northern neighbours the Kshalrapa.s^ iHc Satavah- 

' BhandArknf'a Dcccae, p« ] jji^, 

^ Ttumsar'H ^Ahavfiri^i pp. 71-j, and Oldenht^tg'i Dipav^i^ 

P- 54 * 

” Iti RamByann 1, 76 and MnhnbhsirBtn JZt+ 114, I17 Pjira^iirBiTH 
retires to Mount MBhendrm on the eiut cea«E , whcreiL^ the Harivjii^- 
sta and the puranau locntc h Im on llic SahyaJ p is. The mentton of 
the at ;Suparj!| !ln Nfr^ik m^ripikm 17 (Trann Leedoci. 

Or* CongroM.p 316) provA lliat the legged was already locaJi^ 
on the Writ eeju^t by the firat {quarter of the second emtury A.T^^ 

^ For I he SatAvahanO# irenefAlly, tff BliAndAfkArV Peocanx 
SiKtiona IV to Vltt» 

■ NahAf^fiA"* defeat by Gotaailpulrm has tupon nS’cnfly ceiro^ 
b™t^ by the duKovery of A vrry large hoard of ^ nbapaMia'A 
coins in a hiElovk in the vUlage of jegal trmbhlp Naiih f'liatrict* 

To CenduiiTiCc of th O GodATad and DUartia. Maojr of 
rho Loint have been defaced and Overilamecd by GoiAmipuIra 
With his Own ini^ption and symbols, h b. B- H., A. S XXl!, 
iC07, ftrt, XVf- 
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njias *eefrt to have di! 9 pLited at JeaiJt the possession of a 
portion of the northern Konkan* aji that province ii& 
claimed at nearly the same itme by both Gotamipntm and 
Rudradaman/ Vet the tale unTolded by classical writers 
coupled with the antiquarian remains discovered in later 
ages proves that the country south of the Vaitaranl was 
peaceful and hourishlng enongh ; and to this dim epoch 
of Satavahana dominion unquestionably belong the cave- 
temples of the Ghats, marking the main routes between 
the Deccan and the sea. Here in those rock-hewn caves 
.sojourned the wayfarers from Nasik to Supara or from 
Junnar and Poona to Chaul and Janjira, while the famous 
groups below the Ghats* at Kanheri and at Kuda, served 
as places of retreat for those citizens of Kalyan or Janjini 
w^ho had grown weary of the stress of humtao I tic and 
itfcrc fain to pass the evening of their days in conieitipla" 
live tranquillity* Vet was Bombay still unknown to the 
master-builders and pious hermits of the Satavahana epochs 
albeit the neighbouring island of Salsettc^ ensbrinedj 
besides the Kanheri caves, four other groups^ of which 
two are BrahmanicaU The seven isles knew nought oi 
Buddhist ascetic or Brahman missionary* being content 
to own the sway of the aboriginal fishcr-folkp who cast 
their nets into the encircling wattrs and worahip^'d 
their primeval nnother--goddess within their n-urrow Hmi^si- 
Under the Satavahanas the ancient trade with the 
Persian Gulf was augmented by direct trade between 
Egypt 3 nnd the port of Sigerus^ or Janjira ", which 
was mmotained until the second half of the ftrat century 
A- Di when the value of the pepper-trade diverted ti lo 
Malabar.^ But with the Gulf commercial relations were 
.steadily fostered | and nuiny a merchant * goldsmith, 
corndealer aod druggist* and even carpenters and or¬ 
dinary householders^ gathered wealih enough to defray 

1 NaSik Jnscr. No, ^ TranH* Or, Cong, p. ^ i and 

Gsmlir JfiftCr* Ind AiJt. Vll, 

^ Fenibay CaxeU w* XHI., Pli ITT. 

^ Strnba, Geog. U* v- u and I, IJ- 

‘ Plioy, Nftt, ttisl., Vt, jj, 

» Nair^t*^ Kortfcanp p. 

* J. 0. B. R. A. 5 *, Vfl.. i6. 
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I he excavation of tccnples anil dwelling-places for their 
co-rdigionists. Most of these, it is Itue, were Buddhist 
benefactions : but Royalty was very tolerant and often 
made lavish gifts to Brahmans and occasionally disbursed 
vaDt sums on Vedic sacrifices. Literature also, particu. 
larly m Prakrit^ was tostcred by the Satavaliana princes ; 
and the people who owned the firm sway of GotamipuLra 
knew well the epics and ptiranic legends of India. The 
tair fortune of the Satavahona kingdom indeed not outy 
aroused the cupidity of external foes but helped towards 
the conversion and absorption of strangcv-peoples t for 
the hordes of Yavanas (Creeks), Sakas (Scythians) and 
Pahtavas (Parthions) who invaded the Deccan and 
Koakan in the wake of Nahapana’s army, rapidly 
became Uindiiised. like the Ksbutrapas themselves, or 
were converted to the faith of “ the Perfect One." The 
SatBvahnnas, whose chief seats were in the Deccan but 
who had doubtless appointed Governors to the larger 
coiist-towns, disappeared as a ruling power about aap A.D. 
from which date the Konkan, tncluding Bombay, Idl 
under the dominion of the Kshalrnpas. They in their 
turn passed away obcuit jejo A. U„ as appears firstly 
from a statement in the Pcn/>fut (350 A. D.} that Kalliena 
iKalyao) was created a mart hy the elder Saraganes 
(Satakami, r.e,, Gotaniiputra) but siilFered considerably 
when Saiidones (one of the Rshatrapas ?) became her over* 
lord, and secondly frem the evidence of a hoard of 
Kshatrapa coins discovered at Karadin 1861. Under 
Siaiidanes indeed any Creek vessel visiting the port of 
Kalyaa was despatched under guard to Barygoza 
(Brouchy, while within a little space the old trade route 
to the Roman Empire the Persuun Gulf was disorganie- 
cd by the destruction of Palmyra (380 A. D), 

Of the political circumstances of the North Konkan 
during the ^lh century A. D. we know but tittle, for the 
pow'Cr of the Guptas did not eateod sO' far to the south¬ 
west and no Greek records of ihe period are in existence:. 
^11 that research has so far discovered is the name of a 
shadowy king Rudmgana, son of tndravarma and by 


• P«-iplHs Erythraei, ch. Si, 
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Uuih a Vaishnav, who iraitaied m his own minis the 
last of the Tatnoyi^ Kfihalrnpa coinage, ^ Almost ^qiiaLly 
dim is the lale of the 5th cenlun. during which the 
western eo-fl-S-t as far notlH as Elroach owticd. the s-way ot 
a dy nasty styled Traikulakfl, which founded an era of its 
own comifiendn^ A.Di a50,—^an era used in later years 
by the KalaehaHs of Bundclkhand.“ Where the city of 
Tnkuia fay^ none can definitely aflirm hut in all pro- 
babiHly it was situated in the Narbada v alley, while its 
rulers were the fore-run a trsi if not the actual forefat hefs^ 
of the Kalachuris of Ratnapur and Tripura,—the masters 
of a wide realm on the Narbada and the western coast. 
The fact that one of their grants, dated 494 A. D., was 
found at Kanhqri shews that they must have been 
masters of Bombay istandi — a supposition which has 
been coiroborntcd by the discovery in Bombay ^ and at 
Nasik 5 of the coins of a certain Krishnflraja, who, 
hitherto supposed to have been a Rash Irak utaj was in 
all probability a scion of the Kalachitri or Traifculaka 
dynasties* ^ 

The close of the 5ih ceiitiiry which witnessed 

the dissolution of the Gupta empire in the north of India 
also sounded the knell of Traikulaka dominion in Bom- 
bay and the surrounding country | after which the local 
rulers were princes of the Maury a fami 3 y+ who have 
left the legacy of their name to the More branch of the 
Ulter-day Marathas* An inscription at V'ada in Thaaa 
records the name of Sukeluvartna^ a member of this 
dynasty while he or another Maurya was master of 
Kalyan aboul 530 A-D, when Kosmas, an Egyptian 
monk, described the place as a Gne port, exporting brass. 

1 Btiaf;wanlaV 5 Gujirat, p, jg$. 

* BhftgwpinlAl'ii Gujlkrat^ pp. 55 IT. Fleet's Knniifeie PymtH- 

pp. 

* nhsL^antml SugfgeSl?! jemnar ] but li^eoii lUO fur lo Ihc 

»4Mith-wesE. The hitiKdoms mention^ with Tfifcula IP th^ Vah*- 
taka injicripfiop At Ajantp Vtl, 1 ij) point to SfalwA and 

the Narbailft. 

^ J. B, B. B. A- XtL, 314 , 

^ Ind. AnE., XIV, 68* 

* ReeE '0 Dynaatkis, and 

- Bembay Gazetteer, Xlll., ii* 4^^ and XIV, 
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black Wood arsd do lb, and poss^^^ing a kin^ of hs own 
SI rid a Community of Chnsitian^ subject to ihc spinlual 
rule of a Persian bi^^bop For wcll-ni^h a ccntuf)' did 
the Mauryas hold the soverci|riity of Bombay and tht 
westeirn coast ag-ainst the worlds and then succumbed to 
the Chuiokyas of the Kanuresie country^ who, having 
occupied Rovatidvipa (Goa and Ratnag'iri), turned their 
arinsagairL.^t Bombay in A*D+ Bui the Maur^'as 
made a bold bid for mastery, und it was not until 6io 
A.D, that the Chalukyas with “hundreds of ships*' 
captured the Mauryan city of Puri, **■ the goddess of ihe 
fortune,^ of the western ocean,’' ' w'hich m a Tatcr age 
w^as styled the capital of the ** Konkan fourteen hun¬ 
dred and ivas probably identical with Thai:ia« > This 
conquest enabled the Chalukya^i to exchange embassies 
with the Sassanian!; of Persia, ^ and to revive the old 
trade with the Persian Gulf, while in matters of religion 
they followed the old \"edic creed of sacriiice and popular 
pumnic w^orship in lieu of the tenets of declinh^ Bud¬ 
dhism. J The governance of their provinces they were 
w'ont to entrust to younger sons of the royal house : and 
albeit ^.ve have no direct evtdeiice and lack the aid of 
the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Taiang, there are grounds 
lor supposing that Bombay and the neighbouring 
country were subordinate to the Cbalukya gov^ernor of 
Nasik. In all probability the Chalukya dynasty con¬ 
tinued in possession of the ivei^terii coast until their 
niTislery of the Deccan w^as shattered by the Rashtmkutas 
about 757 A^D-: but ere they disappeared from the 

■ Vule's Calhay. 

Fi-«tV Knnarvse DyiuulFts, 345, Siy. J 5 Si 1 . A. VII h 
^ Olher places kUEntilleU with Puri an* GharapnH oc Klephanla 
Intand, DAndni-Rnjipen in the Jnmira Stalv, mnd Bajapur in 
Kalnaifiri; (KJeel.'^ Kunnrese DyDasti»| p. aBLj'). Puri is desi rih^ ns 
the capital nl the Ropikiani in Aw D+, and ofthe Kcmknn foitrlcrji 
hundred In Ini^ A, 10^ A^iP am| 1^5 A^P t orvd mt the Iftsl 
named date TKllna wa§ included in the Kesfikan fovrteen hgirdrcd- 
(Flcet^ ^ The aCcin-alc At-Blnani, wr’ding hb&ul lOjO 

A- P, describes TanA an the Sea-^hore M the CApitBl ef the 
Kmikan |ch+ 18^ ^ joay Puri was therefore probably aa oW 
name for Ttaana u-ted Only in formal documentit. See Edwaide^* 
Kl*e of Bombay,, p, 14. 

* J. E- A. S. New Seri^, XI, 165* 

Khanaarkar'^ Peemn, 
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pulitical arenaf ihey witnessed a movemeni destined 10 
exefciae a powefful infiuence upon Bum bay in iutufc 
years. For the mighty tide of tslam was rising, driving 
men before it like sticep and moving slowly but surely 
towards the ivesiern littoral. There was Lsman-alh- 
ThakaH who is said, to have sacked Thana as early as 
1136 A. D,t ‘ there was the formidable Arab hast which 
overwhelmed Gujarat and was with difliculty repulsed 
from the walls of Navsari by the Chalukyas In 73 + 
A.D. while under pressure form the same relentless 
force the Beni-lsrael fled from Yemen to Hajpurl, and 
the Parsis fared forth upon their first migration towards 
the Indian continent. > 

During the first fifty years of their mle the Ri^.shtraktll□s 
maintained as their chief stronghold the Hilt-fort of 
Mayurakhandi, now Markinda, near Nasik^, and from 
that vantage point they personally directed the afTairs of 
the “Konkan fourteen hundred " ineliidiog Bombay. But 
about 810 A.D. in consequence of new conquest Govinda 
ill moved his capital some distance to the south-east, 
and a little white later {a generation before S43 A.D.) the 
“ Konkan fourteen hundred ” was placed under the 
hereditary governorship of a family, w’hose name. Sanskrit- 
ised into Silaharn, survives to this day in the Selar clan 
of the Mnrathas,* They claimed to have come from the 
ancient city of Tagara [TerJ* in the very centre of the 
Deccan; but a branch of the dan had formed a settlement 
in the Sooth Konkan as early as 781 A.D. and ruled 
there until 1008 A.D. after the fall of the Rashtrakuta 
dynasty. r The Silaharas of the northern branch, with 
whom this tale Is chiefiy concerned, maintained their 

Elliot t *3 Indik. r, 11:5.4. 

* /b. snd VII, Oficffil. Cottgre*!. Froc. *36. 

* Bonihuy Caietuwr. XI, 85 .* I XIV, SfA-W. The Pi,n.i!, did net 
.iclotilly reach India unlll J 75 'A.D., nfirr the fall nf the Ch^^y*', 
fhey LaJidcd nl SiKTyatt^^ wcpt "sftU rtceivcd hy the |s3C*l 

^prcA<J iiidrthwjkrdia tHt C04Ut. l-.p ifw ^ H-Dirttii. 

ci.*. XIV. sij6.fr. 

* Fle^rn itannrefl^ p. 

* p* SjB-fr* 

* This identifScaiion 1 % dus lo Fteei. J. R- A- S. 

^ A ihiril branc^i lateral Ivarad in Salara, 




IIISTOKV. 


superiority for more ill an four rieuturics (Sio— ij6o A. 
DJ as lords of the modem Thaoa n-ijiirict toufether with 
BombFty nnd portions of the inodero Kola ha District; they 
peacefully acknowledj^'ed the paramoiintey of the Chaluk- 
yan Tailapa, %vho dispossessed the Rashtrakutsis in 973 
AiD. and they added the coast south of Chaul to their 
dominions when their southern couslnsdisappeared about 
lOio A.D. * Yet at the close of the eleventh century 
(1076 A.D.J their power suffered a serious temporary 
eclipse. For civif war raged between their Chaiukya 
overlord Someshwar t l and his younger brother Vikram^ 
adltya VJ ^ ; and the whole Konkati seized and the 
Silahara chief slain by the Kadambas of Goa, who had 
thrown in their lot with Vikraniadityn .3 Nevertheless» 
in spite of the victory of the latterp Anantadeva of the 
Thana Silahara line managed to recover the coast from 
Chaiil to Sanjan before ]095 A. and this too in face 
of serious opposition from his OAvn kinsmen (of the 
Karad branch ?) and from the Kadnmbas.* It is true 
that we find the Kamd chief claiming the sovereignty of 
the Konkan in 1 no A- D, pS and the Kadambas making a 
similar claim in 1125 A. but these changes were 

possibly the fruit of court intrigues during the long 
reign of Vlkrnmaditya V[, (1076—1126 A. D.)i and by 
the year 1136 A. we find the Thana Silahar^is hnaJly 
restored to their old position as lords of Thana and 
Bombay by their kinsmen of the Knrad line^T About 
this date commenced the dissolution of the Chaluk^a 
empire^ and the first attempt of the ambitious Solankt 
kings of Gujarat to extend their sway over the trade 
marts of the Konkan coast. Their first foray was un¬ 
successful^ but about 1 i6f A.D. Ku m a rapaln's General 
defeated and slew the Silah>ita Mallikarjuan,* thereby 

* FfeetS Kanamr P^-tmaliM^ pp+ 53^^ 54J- 

* /A-.p, 

* 

^ M. p. 

' pH 547. 

* /fip P-56S. 

■ /A. p. JH.B, 

* BhagWHnlalS G^janlti p* il^j- 
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cslttblishli!!^ the Solan kis as nrcriortls of Thana and 
Bombay. V^i their ^up^rloriEy k^itcd but a lilik while, 
for the glory of Anahilvada tvas already on the wane 
and by 1187 A. D. the Sitahara Aparaditya | [ of Thana 
was able to arrogate to himself titles that prove hh 
complete indepciidenee/ ft was not iintlJ 1350 A.D. 
Lhai the fabric of Si la Kara rule commenced to totter to 
its rail under the ttttncks of the Yadavas of Deoglri who 
had emerged triumph ant from the complicated .strtSKgle 
surrounding the dissolutinn of the Chalukya empire. 
The final scene of SHahara sovereignty dates from the 
year 1365 A. D. w^hen their last king Someshwar Is 
worsted by Mahadev of Deogiri and mecls his death 
in the waters of the western const. * * 

So they passed away.—these fine old kings of Thana 
and Bom bay p nor failed to leave to posterity the sign- 
manual of iheir tolerant and able rule. They fostered 
trade, particularly watli MoHtem lands, permitting the 
merchants thereof to build mosques W'ithin their 
territory, appointing a Musa I man Judge to decide 
their disputes^ and generally ireiiting them with great 
favour. 3 Jewsp Christlarps and Fire-worshippers immi¬ 
grated in large numbers to Chaul* and other towmsp 
the chief of which were Sindnn (Sanjan} with a large 
Muhammadan population and a jama Masjid,s Supara, 
a busy mart a mtk and a half from the sea* where 
men fished for pearls,'^ Than a the capital of the 
Konkan, a pretty towm w^heinc vessels 

. snebored and whence they set sail, f and Saimur 
fChaul), a large and well-built city * with a population 
of tOvDoo Muhammadans w^hose disputes were decided 

* FMift'i Kiinftrvse Pyn^it^lica, p. 54^, 

■ tlhAndArkar's Deccan^ pp. 344 And 2 ^^ 

' AEMasudip 11, 

■ Al KnEwini Elliol, 1 . ^7. 

■ Ihn HnulcAlp /L 54 and 

* Al Idris 1+ /i- Hnd 1*5* 

^ Al Bvi^ni cK iS. iQp JOJ. The mention of thc3 £TVA/near 

T* thr firat delinhe rvlerenctr in hiatarv In Bombay HsrtKiur^ 
Al Idrvd hi Elllotp T, ^ ^ 

■ Al Idriti frt F.lltol. t. 7; Einda^. 
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by a Hiid contsilning myiiy nipsqucsp 

churches, synagogues and lire-tempr^s, i The entire 
coiist from Cambay to Chaul was ihickly dotted with 
villfigesiii the tenth century and mtich laud wa:^ 

tinder cultivation for rice nml other crops^ ■ while 
the peopICi who lived chiefly on vegetable food, 
dressed in itiuslliii i and spoke the L^iriyah fangiiage^ ♦ 
possessed a mine of weal lb in I he mangoes and 
coeoa-nuts which grew in prdtii^ion throughout the 
Kank:in» ^ BuMock-^iirts had utrendy come into use 
for purposes of conveyance and for the carriage 
of goodsj * while the custom of secludhi'g Hindu 
tvomen, even of the highest rank* was as yci tin- 
known^ J 

While showing much favour to foreigners and to¬ 
lerance to foreign creeds the ^slkharn chieftains never 
forgot their duty to their ohu faith. Many were the 
temples they built^ many were the grants they made 
to Brahmans, and one of them wrote a famous com¬ 
mentary on the law-book of Vajnavalkya. To this 
period belong the grcnl temples of Ambarnatb and 
Wnlke^hAvar * and many othei shrines and tanks in the 
present Thana District : und it w'as the extraordinary 
sanctity attaching to Wulkeshwarnnd its “ Lucky Slone 
(Shri GuisdiJ w^hich first attracted visitors from other 
parts of Western India and raised Bombay to a higher 
level than that of a sparsely populated ihshing-hamtet* 
The inscriptions left by the ^il a haras Include the 
names of many of their mini-slers and officers, u^ho 
scemi. lika the chiefs theniselvej!i, to have come 
from the Kan arose counlri'^ albeit some of them 
have surnames that are now found among the Fathare 

I Al SlMudi, 11^ 

' I bn Haukal in lilliot, L 

* Al td-dai m HTlIal^ 

* Ai I, j8r* 

‘ The date-piilm wm still unknown at tlisil tbn H^uk^ 

m El]iol, U jg, 

** At tdrl^l And Ananl AilevB*ft Grant U Ai fX. 

^ Ab^Zaidin ElJiel. tI. 

Edwsrdrs' or Bombay, iB, 19^ 
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Prablius and ihc writer of OJi€ ^raiit is described as n 
Kayastlu^ One rtiEiy reasepiably inter that this |>erind of 
SiUhara rule w^iincssed the ^etilement of both Pathftri: 
and Kayasth Prnbhui,. as well as of the Vajarvedi 
Brahaians (sometiines called Falshikarii} and of the other 
castes connected w^ith them : for all the Yajurvedi tradi- 
lions point to ibetr having come originally from the 
Godavari Villey,» where Tagara also lios,i 

After the fall of the Sllabaras the country was governed 
by a Brahman officer of ihc Peogiri ^^adnvas down to at 
IJftst 1290 A;D.« and the authority of that dynasty wa-s 
still acknowledged in 1597 three years nfier Alla- 

ud*din's raid upon the Deccan. But the iiiJe of the 
succeeding cenlury is v^ry dini+ by reason of the fcauls- 
ness of hislDfkat materials. Marco Poto tells us that In 
his d?;y Tliana had a king of her own, who ow ned nllegl- 
ance to none, but had a mutual understanding with the 
pirates who Infested the neighbouring seas! ^ Friar 
Odonc adds that by his time tA*D. ijaaJ Thaua had 
fallen into the hands of the Moslem?^ while Perishla 
records that hy AhiD. 1429 the seat of Governoicnt had 
been transferred from Than a to Bombay^Mahim*^ Now' 
a glance at the map will show' that ihblast change, which 
decided for all lime the future of Bombay, must have been 
made for purposes of defence by a ruler who found Thana 
too exposed for his capital ^snd who ^^t the same lime 
feared not attack from the western sen. He might well 
have been Marco Polo^s king of Thana; but local traditicin 
places him at the end of the 13.1 h ceiitury and avers ihni 
his name was Biinh." Of Ins history there arc at least 

^ J. B. B. M A, S.i Xlt. J 35 . 

^ Ni V. YAi4yn'Ai SuklnyajfurvrdivA ttrnllRliinnt Biimbayi Soike 

ifid 6 . 

‘ ^ p. i 3 » 

Bhandaraar's DL-irCan^ J4H. 

' Vule's ^[n-rce 11, ajat JOJ. 

'• VoSeS CAthavp [. 5t. 

• BHk'KE'' FeritlUikii III 

* It IS possible to qwois at leu dine^^nt dair* for Eimh, 

ruinging fn3i« Saka iej4 and SamvEi 11^5 10 Sake 12^7 and Sarnvat 
liS4» BuE kfaJI the date^ be taken as ihry with (ew 

ceptiona peint te ihe end cf the lyth ftnd beglnninf^ ef the i4lh 
eentery. 
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three versions, differing in cictail, while on particular 
points We have as mstn^' as s\n or more var^-ln^ 
statcmenis.’ None of the three versions h older in 
lan^aj:;e than the J7th centur>^ hut the most cohereni 
of them purports to have been drawn up at u ^reat 
mectjng^ held at Mhalsnpun Jo^feshtt-ari in 
Samvaf 1505 in order to preserve the traditional lore 
of the Konkan castes#* [n all proha bill t}^ the date 
of the mcetioj^ is a Saka date equivalent to A. D. 

for in the first place the iSakhf and not the 
Vlkrama, cm was in use in the Konkan at this period; 
secondly such a mectlni;' uouIeI be a natural incident 
of the Hindu revival of the r6th ccntuiy. ivtillc 
it is much less likely to have taken place one hun^ 


tired and thirty-hve yeorT^ earlier, befone the days ol 
Kknath : and thirdly it wai: hiid down that Bimh 
Hved just 300 years before the nficctini; and to date him 
back to Vikrfmn Samvi/ *^5 wotild be to locate bins 
within the Silahar^ period. 

Thi= precise identity of Bimb has been lost behind the 
curtains of time. He.is said to have been a Sutyavanshi 
Kshattriya like his fonowers, the Pat bare Prabhus,—a 
fact which forbid.s our connecting himp as previous writers 
have done, with cither the SoUnkis of Anahilvad.i or tht 
Yadavas of Deofjiri. Then a^^ain he may be said to rival 
Homer m the variety of places^ which claim to have been 
his father^land. Kaiioj, Gorakhpur, t'daipurt Afialiilvada, 
Cbampaner and Faithaua arc each mentioned as has place 
of orii'In; and by their wry number lead one to infer that 
the traditionary-talc of his cominijf has been much em¬ 
broidered# A reasonably probable supposition Mrems 10 
be that he was simply a leading member of the Patharc 
Prabhu enste, w^hich, as has been mentioned abovCi had 
already held high ofKcc during the Slbhara period and 
which had ample opportunity of setting up a kingdom of 
its own in the confusion that followed the Muhammadan 
invasion of the Deccan. The Bimbakhyan certainly 

u have been pubjistird in a lilhographcilll^iri^n 

By K. Kiifip under Ihc title of Bimbfik-liyarr, Bo-rabav,, 1^77. 

• Bimhalchynn, pp, 94# 

BTmhakhyan, pp. 5r, jtkj, (Jq, 14^. 
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includes rnaitcr dravin from Silaham history * stud 
legends from other source*, ^ hut to decide how mud 
ol it represents genuine fourteenth century history is 
now practically i.^pcsi^lble. The chief actors in the 
drama are more or less definitdyriKcd. btit the role they 
^uatain in the different vertlons varies enormously. On 
ihc Hindu side we have Bimb of Mahim with his sire and 
his son and Sagarshah of Chaul with his son; while 
the Muhammadan side the spectres of Alla-ud-dm, Nih« 
Malik and Bahadur Shah stalk across the rroscenium 
and vanish behind the coulisses in most bewllde^l^!^ 
fashion. Yet with all this conflict of testimony one 
must in the end accept the fact that a king nnmed Bimb 
ruled in Satseue about .'V D. 1300, that he made Mabim 
in Bombay his capital and granted various offices and 
rent-free lands to bis followers. On the other hand w e 
have good cause for holding that the srltlemcnt in the 
Konkan of Pat hare I’rabhu*, Yajurvedi Brahmans, and 
other classes! who now claim to have ]uHrnej'ed 
thither in the wake of Bimb was a gradual process 
which lasted throughout the Silahara period and th,ii 
Bimb's rise to pfomlnence occurred at the end rather 
than at the commencement of that protracted immigm- 


tion. 

Whoever Bimb may have been, he left an ineradicable 
!»eal upon Bombay, He found Mahim a desert island, 
washed by the waters of the western sea and spurselj- 
peopted by families of Knli fishermen and other low-castes 
and there he built n city which he called M,ahikavati, 
whence the name Mahi or Mahim has been derived. 
There too be built his palace and a great temple to his 
family goddess Prabhadevi, nor forbore to set up a court 
of justice Of hall of audience in the area now known to ns 
as Maigaon. The palaces have vanished yiierly; ihe 
country house of a Bhalliu Maharaja now occupies the 
site where Bimb once listened to the petlilons of his 

r Cemnare Kc«»V« war with Bhej nf Dh#r IHlmh. p. 611 “‘di 
M»l1ikarjuii’» war with Komarpal (Bhagwantal s GnjanU. p. i85') 

» Biflibakhyiu), pp. 66.67, 

! |■■|S t PertChkatihis, BhaniUrfs. Panihal*, Ghodet KunWs, and 

*11* ^’Clicin* flf 
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people ; and the one v-iaibJe legacy of his mle is a rude 
black stone, to which, as representing his spirit, the 
descendants of the lower classy, over whom he once 
niled, make occasional olferings of milk, better and 
ruiis.^ Yet these scattered traditions, these magical 
devotions of the less cultured residents of our modern 
City serve together to establish the salient fact, which no 
criticism can shake, that Bimb, the misty king whose 
spirit haunts the silences of the Mahim palm-groves and 
the gardens of Nalgaoii, was the indisputable founder of 
Bombay,' 


The so-called Muhammadan period of Bombay's history The Muhui- 
IS g'reatly lucking- in historical materiarp in €OD$«qiieiic« 
chiefly of the fact that Mahim was merely one of the ’ 
military outposts of a m.-iInland monarchy and possessed 
no political independence. Local tradition affirms that 
Bimbdied about the beginning of the 14th centurj , and 
yielded the throne to hfs son PralapdeVp who was ouster! 
and slain about thirty years later by Nagardev, the chief 
ofChaul, and it was apparently during the rule of Bimb 
or his immediate successor that the Moslems first set 
covetous eyes upon Bombay. For in A.D. 1318 Mubarak 
Shah t of Gujamt, who ruled from t^ty to 1320 A. D, 
ordered Ills outposts to be extended to the sea and occu¬ 
pied Mahim (Bombay) and Snlaette. » The considerable 
Muhammadan population resident in the coast-towns of 
the Konkan may have helped towards the success of that 
policy of empire which for a short season guided the 
actions of the Sultan ; hut general acceptance of Moslem 
domination was largely imperilled by their fojiaticisni 
and religious persecution, which resulted in Bombay 
m the destruction of the old temples of Mumbadevi 
and Mahalnkshmi, Apparently however by A.D. ijjj 


BbiiiK«„ quoted in Edwonle*' RUf of 

of these tlw, pr™? of Mcendancy, But 

A. H ere,-ojiesiad„in 

Ch^ wheni lh* 

L'vccenu did not occupy Uhhtnt until A, D. 14*9, 

* Bombay CiuollceT, XJJl, ZI, 43S. 

■ See Edwsrdca' Rise pj- Bombay, Chap. It, 
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the Muhammadans had conquered Thana and 
roui eountrj-, including Mahim; forjd,* Fnars 
Jordan,^ and Odoric, who sojourned in Thana from 
^ 0 1-21 to isa 4 , ■ remarked that “ the Saracens hold 

theUole country, 

Thev have destroyed an mfinite number of .dol temples, 

likewise many Churches of which they have 

endowments.’’ According to their 

quarters of the kingdom were at „ 

governed by a Malik or commandant ^ ^ 

fjvil official. The country was well-slocked g 

game, notably black lions {probably the black Jatan 
Snlher) and the rhinoceros. The Hindu population 
fXteitj; custom of carrying their dead with great 
pomp to the fields* and casting them forth to the beas s 

*‘"lo’"fifr'as can be gathered from local 
external history. Mubarak Shah’s possession of Bom¬ 
bay was never firmly established ; and durmg the reign 

of Muhammad Tughlak (A.O. ‘3=5-50)* 

in Gujarat and the Deccan left the emperor no leisure o 
defend small outlying dependeuc.es, ^'"3 

have again reverted to a Hindu overlord. The B m- 
bakhyan relates that in A-D, 134? Nagardev, w^o Wd 
slain Pratapdev. was ruling over Salsetle and Mahim. 
and that in consequence of the evil practices o 
favourite Jalchuri and the degradation of oiie of Jus 
Sardars, Nathrao Sindha Bhongle, a revolution took 
place which ended in that year in the ° 

Hindu dominion. For the discontented Sardar Red to 

Vadnagar In Gujarat and besought the Mu-^man mly 

of that place, who was probably one of the 
S^dah or centurions of the Delhi Sultan, to It-rn h,s arms 
against the northern Konkan, An army accordingly 
ISh under Nika Malik, one wing f f'Sl jf 

Pratappur inSalsettO, a second ?hl 

and a third laid siege to Mahikavati (Mahtm) which m 

villaRcnr FeTjapur near M•role. 
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absence of Nnfordev was courageously defended for n 
time by ht$ queca and a small body of reiaineis. The 
syu(^Ie was however hopeless; the queen was slaJa, 
the city looted ; and finally a pitched battle was rought 
at Byculla tetween the Moslem host and the forces of 
Nagardev, io which the former proved victorious. Bom* 
bay thus became for the second time subject to the 
Muhammadans; garrisons were set up in different 
places : while Nika Malik and another Musalman olficer 

fixed upon Pratappur and Bassein as their respective 

hindquarters* * 


Up to the dose of the t4th century, little is heard of 
Bombay except the fact that Mahim witnessed the birth 
of Sheikh Ali Paru or as he was afterwards styled Mnkh* 
dum Fakih Ali (the worshipful jurisconsult AliJ, whose 
shrine and tomb still attract thousands of the Faithful 
from all parts of India.* But shortly after the establish¬ 
ment of the Gujarat Sultanate. Jafar Khan (afterwards 
Mu^affar Shah 1) was appointed Viceroy of the north 
Konkan by Firu« Shah, On his first arrival Jafar Khan 
found two governors, one of Mahim and the other of 
Navsarij w ho had been appomted by the Kbilji generals ; 
and these officials of the Delhi monarchy were very 
shortly removed in favour of men more directly sub¬ 
ordinate to the newly-founded dynasty of Gujarat. * 
Thus during the reign of Sultan Ahmad, one Mnlik-«s- 
Sharq, a Gujarat noble of renown, was posted for some 
years at Mahim, and in addition to instituting a proper 
survey of the land, did much to tmpro%'e the existing 
revenue system. About the same period also occurred, 
according to traditional accounts, the rebellion of the 
Bhongles, who are supposed to have been Bhandari 
Sardars and who, by exciting disaffection among the sub¬ 
jects of the Ahmudabad Sultan, are alleged to have 
ousted the Muhammadan garrison from Mahim. Beyond 
the statements in the Bimbakhyan to the effect that the 
hofigles Mabtm and itii 


[ B'mtwkhyan. pp, 6^ ,,3, , 

^ below. Place, and OtjccU of Inlereet. 
or 

or JO yean. Edwardn' Jttire of Bombay, pv 54. 
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for at laast flight j-eare and ^at their corrupt adtninistra- 

tion eventually brought about their downfall, we have 
absolutely no evidence of this event. U is however 
unquestionable that the Bhandari population of Mahim 
and Bombay at this date was considerable, that many 
of them followed the profession of arms, that 
Bhongle Is in use as a surname among the Bhandans, 
and that at the outset of British dominion the Bhandans, 
under the name of Bhongles, possessed the r^ht to 
blow the bugle as a signal of the opening of the Quarter 
Sessions and were vested with certain privileges at public 
pageants.' It may therefore be inferred that some 
revolt against Muhammadan rule, in which the Bhandaris 
played a leading part, took place about the close of the 
14th century and resulted in the temporary eclipse of the 
overlordship of the Ahmadabad Sultans, 

Mahim however did not long remain independent, In 
A. D. 14J9 Ahmad Sahmaiii of the Deccan despatched an 
army under Khalaf Hasan Banri to subjugate the north 
Konkan and oust all contumacious local ehicftRins,- 
which succeeded in capturing Snlseite and Mahim. Hear¬ 
ing of this event the Gujarat Sultan at once sent his son 
Jafiir Khan with, a well-appointed force to recapture the 
lost territory. An obstinate battle was fought on the 
shores of One of the island creeks between the forces 
ofjafar Khan and the army of the Deccan monarch, 
which had been reinforced by the arrival of a fresh army 
under Prince AHa-ud-diii Bahmani. The Gujarat army 
won a complete victory, routing their opponents with 
the loss of 2000 men and 3 nobles and capturing Husain, 
the brother of the Deccanl general. Notwithstanding 
this defeat, the Bahmani Sultan determined not to 
relinquish any chance of adding the north Konkan to his 
possessions ; and when a few years later Kutb Khan, 
the Gujarat commandant of Mahim, died, he again des¬ 
patched a large army under Mallk-ul-Tujjar agmiwt 
Than a and Bombay. ^ Thereupon the Gujarat king 

1 Vitman. P. X. Murphy in J. B. B. R. A. S. 

BombiiVH p- S*!-' 

* Feriih(a (Persian Text) Ii 

^ Fcriabl* (Fwian T-eit) 1* 370^ 
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Slant down a mong force under his son and one IftlkJjar- 
nUmii\k, to stem the tide of Deccan! inTasIon smd 
also bade Mukhhs~nt-tnulkj head of the Gujarat naval 
dep6t at Oju^ aid them with a maritime armament* 
Collecting^ seventeen war-ships from Oiu^ Gog^ha and 
Cambay, iVfukhlis*ul-mu1k hastily joined the Gujamt 
leaders at M a him and arrangfed w^ith them forasimur- 
taneous attack upon Tbana hy land and wa. Operations 
commenced with an attack hy Malik Sohrab upon the 
town which was garrisoned by a large Deccan i force 
under a Kotwal. The latter held out bravely for three 
days f and then, seeing the Gujarat forces daily rein*- 
forced and little chance of further aid to himself, he 
evacuated Thana and fled. This action and the conse-^ 
([uent occMpation of the town by the Gtijarnt armiy forced 
Malik-ul-Tujjjar to retreat to Mahim^ pursued fey the 
Gujarnt prince, Jafar Khan. MaIik-uJ-Tu]jar threw np 
on all Sides of the island a stockade of tharn--itrees aiid 
mart Jailed his forces for the enemy's ooslanghu The 
struggle which ensued was Bcrcely winged and lasted till 
evening fellj when Malik-uUTujjarp considering further 
opposition useless, retired from the field. He subse¬ 
quently made two fresh attempts to regain possession of 
Mahirrit but discovered that the power of the Gujarat 
Sultan was too firmly grounded to offer any chance of 
success and that the latter had considerably strengthen¬ 
ed his position by arranging mA.D. 143a for his son 
to marry the daughter of the tributary Rai of Mahlm. 

Some years ago this struggle between the Ahmadabad 
and Bah maxi i monarchies on the shores of Bombay 
received somewhat curious corroboration. The sea, 
which has ever been encroaching upon the Mahim shore, 
w ashed away a ccnasiderahle piece of land near the shrine 
of Sheik All Paru and thereby disclo.4ieci amid the strata 
of the beach numbers of bodies interred layer upon layer 
and m varying stages of preservation, Tiiese are 
supposed to have been the corpses of the men who fell 
in the battle above-mentioned, and have been rcsponsi* 
hie for the name or Catacomb by w^hicb 

the spot is known in common parlance to this day* 
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During the greater portion of the 15th centui^, 
from the reign of Ahmatl Shah (1411*1440 *^0 
of Bahadur Sbah (1527-36) Bombay remained w the 
hands of the Gujarat monarchy.* But in 1478 the 
first signal of opposition was raised by Bahadur Khan 
Gilani wfbo in that year threw over his natural 
allegiance to the Bahmani dynasty of the Deccan, 
seieed Dabhol, and proclaimed himself ruler of the 
Darya~bar or coast-tract. In 14B5 his example was 
followed by Malik Ahmad, who established the 
Nieamshahi dynasty of Ahmednagar, and by Yusuf Adil 
Khan, another Bahmani noble, who founded the Adil- 
shahi house of Bijapur. U was not long before these 
young and vigorous powers began to assail the outlyiog 
possessions of the Gujarat Sultanate. The Nizamshahi 
ruler obtained peaceful possession of Danda-Rajpor and 
other portions of the north Konkan in A.D. 1490: anti ■*' 
A.D. 1493 Bahadur Khan Cilani commenced to harass 
the ports of Gujarat and seise ships belonging to^ the 
Ahmadabad Sultans, and also despatched his Abyssinian 
slave-admiral Yakut with 30 ships to lay Mahim waste. ■ 
The Gujarat Sultan Mahmud Begada retorted by attack¬ 
ing Dabhol and, after joining forces with the Bahmani 
generals, fought a great battle in the neighbourhood of 
Kolhapur against Bahadur Khan Gilani, and utterly 
defeated him. Subsequent to this event the power of 
the Bahmani dynasty gradually waned, and their posses¬ 
sions in the Konkan w'erc divided between the rulers of 
Ahmadabad and Bijapun___ 

. Kbciws Ihnt Abiniil Shah rediacft! a|| 
" ■ - - - - . ghalSp Ih* 

^ _ ___' pMwJs^iens 

orihe^Gaju^At monafchs^ KiYen in ibc Mirftt-i-Ahmadi (Bird), 
idCludn EMiaiii, Bqniba}\ DaTsaan and Dmnda-Raj|Mire 


* Er»kiBE‘a History I 11- juiuwa himi- -- 

the Jflwland^ to lho mimih of Gujani and Isclow tho goalBp 
north KEMikan and lh« island of BcunlMy* A Itai Of the 
^rik* rioiAfftt mc^Atchs. eiven in ihc Mirftt-i-Ahmadi 


■ Edwajdes Rfcsc of Bombay, p. ^ Banabav G^eitcer L 2^ 
The .^trniti^ihandari (Khan Bahadur FatloHnb LatfaJHah s 
tranitatkml gives an aJlernative reason fer Cdanl s Whim 

KhAiah Jehan was asaasainated by SuStan MohamETiao Bahjnan^ 
Maljk.ul-Tuijar fled id Canabayp where he died leaving bchmil 
htm a daughter. Cilani aspired to mmtty her, and bent a mnsagf 
tp that effect to her guardian, who unceremonuJuaJy ftfttied* 
sayini? that A iSave purchased but retcnily by ihe lady's father 
eheeW not presume so Cilsni thefcop^ hsU Ihe Kutir- 

dial, murdered end rniempt^ loceifi^ the ^idy tv foiee, but 
was foiled by the p^ple of Cambay. This so eorjiged him that he 
attacked mil the Gujarat ^fta^ 
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Tlie reign of Sultun Mahmud Beg^da wiinessed 
certAin events which were destined to exercbe a 
powerful Influence over Boinhsy. The Mirat-^Sikati« 
dari mentioiis an attack hjr the Sultan upon certain 
^* Firangis^' who had created great disturbances in 
Mabiru. These were undoubtedly the Portuguese who 
were just commencing to consolidate their power In 
Bom bay p, Salsettc and Hasseia- hfahmud^a eicpcdition 
was of little use i for by tbe time his forces reached 
Dahanu news was brought that Malik Ayaip hia slave- 
ad mirah had defeated the Fortugiiese near Bom bay» 
sinking one of their largest vessels and killing nearly 
20^000 men. The effect of this victory upon the Portu* 
guese was but temporarj-; for from A.D. 1536, when 
Sultan Bahadur of fjujariil died, they gradually consoli¬ 
dated their predominance in alt the ports of the western 
coast from Diu to Goa, being assisted to no little extent by 
the internecine dissensions which broke out among the 
nobles of Gujarata By A.D. 157* ®ltl Sultanate of 
Gujarat disappeared, yielding place to the Mughal dynasty 
of Delhi under Avhose greatest represen rati ve, Akbar, the 
Portuguese were finally enabled to establish their power 
in Bjmbay and the north Konkan. 

It will be apparent that the history of She island of 
Bombay during the era of Moslem supremacy is some¬ 
what indefinite* The salient fact of the period is that 
Mahim served purely as fi| military outpost, for the 
possession of which the forces of the great mainland 
monarchies on several occasions bared their swords ■ 
and in all probability the internal administration of 
Bombay and tbe surrounding country was vested in 
tributary Hindu fais or chieftains, such as the Hai of 
Mahim whni;e daughter was betrothed to a prince of the 
Gujarat Musalman dynasty in A.D. 14311 or the Rai 
of Bhlwandi who, according to an inscription of A* D. 
1464, was in the habit of making grants of laud to the 
people in his charge* The sole legacies of Musaiman 
dominion aud immigration are firstly the shrine 
of Saint Makhdum Faklb All at Mahim and secondly 
the community of half-Arab half^HIndn hluhamiaadaus 
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whOt formerly knov^^o as NliitiaSv are now styled 
Konkanis-* It ivaii not till after tlie cstabltshment 
of British supremacy’ that the bulk of the Muham¬ 
madan population* Khojas* BphraSp Path ad s, Sidisi 
JulhaJs, Mughals and otheri^t immigrated into Bombay 
and the mosques of the city were established* and it was 
not until A.O, iSi8 that any Muhammadan writer ap¬ 
peared to point proudly to the islands Jying midway 
beiweeu the islands of Salsette and ColabOp and say 
" The best of all things are the middlemosU” * 

Tl^e Portia- Tbc third period of the history of Bombay rightly 
commences in 1S34 with the cession of the island to the 
Portuguese by SuJian Bahadur of Gujarat. But for 
several years prior to this dale the Portuguese had been 
consolidating their power in the north Konkan and on 
more than one occasion had visited Bombay^ In the 
latter half of December 1508, for examplet Don 
Francisco d'Almeida* the first Viceroy of Goap set sail 
from Cannanore to Diu with a fleet of nineteen vessels 
and an army of 1600 soldiers* of whom four hundred 
hailed from the Malabar coast* witli the ex^press object 
of punishing “Mir Hosain^' (Amir Hussein), who had 
been despatched by the Sultan of Cairo with an Egyptian 
fleet to expel the Portuguese from India, Leaving 
Angediv, the Portuguese reached Dab hoi* then a city ol 
considerable wealth, on the 30th December* there disem¬ 
barked* and dividing their forces Into three parties* 
made a simultaneous attack Upon the three gates of the 
city* Its defenders sustained the attack for some time 


^ Edwju'des' Rise flf Bomba j-* p. 60. The Orig^nial home of Uic 
Koulcaoi ^luhammadReA waa Mabim. On the ftdvont of the Porlu- 
gucic many of them who dw^ttOn the (joainlaad iEnmi^raled into 
Bombay and foonded a colooy 00 land auh'i^uenlly iocUKlicd in 
the Fort- They gradually became the mo«l inHuential Mtiiiamina- 
dan tecl ifi Bombay and held lhal poaitiun tilt the i^h cenlufy* 
In consequence of the i«tre in Bombay caosed by Ihc AlySOrt war 
and bj Ihe offer of N'apotoon Buonoparto to aeaist * + CiloycO 
Tippa, "" and laEor in consequence uf I he great Rre* Ihe Koiihani 
comniunily weano moved CUil of (he Fort to dM KftgpAda and other 
aremitothe norlh-weit of the fl^ern Crawford marke 19+ Lalor 
aUll when th e presemt infan try lines to the East of the markcis 
were Constructed (Pal Ian Boadln large number of Iheiu fthtfted 
10 places north of Faidboni. 

*■ Edwardes' Rise of Bombay» p, 6 q. These wonis were written 
by a Feraian traveller* the nainelesS author of the 



HISTORY. 


35 

With greiit cannig^, but were eventually put to Highl by 
Nuud Va^ Pereirai who undcf the Vicero3'’’a orders 
executed a flank movement and attacked the city In the 
rear. This action put an end to the engagement, which 
ha^I lasted: for flve hours and resuJted in a loss of sixteen 
men only on the Portuguese side and of hfteen hundred 
on the side of the defenders. The booty sdzed by the 
Portuguese amounted to tiSOpCw ducats ; but all looting 
on a large scale was prevented by the firing and speedy 
destruction of the city* Leaving Dabhol on the 5th 
Jantiarys the Portuguese paid their first visit to 

Bombay on the aist January with the object of provi> 
sioning the fleet. They seized a Gujarat vessel, mantled 
by twenty-four Moors (Muhammadans), in the river of 
Bcmbay " fi'.e, the B.indora creek) and finding the cargo 
insuMcient for their requirements they despatched some 
of the Muhammadans to the headman of the island, ask¬ 
ing him to supply them with provisions for cash, Behind 
them the Viceroy despatched some of his own men with 
instructions not to cause any unnecessary damage to the 
island; and they landing without molestation near Mahim 
fort captured twenty-four sheep and drove them down to 
the shore of the creek. In the meanwhile the headman 
w'ho had fled inland, probably to Bombay proper, with most 
of the inhabitants of Mahimi^ despatched tw^clve bags of 
rice and a dozen goats to the Vkero^v excusing himself 
from supplying anything else on the grounds that locusta 
bad destroyed everj-thing on the tsland. ^ An akernitlve 
account is supplied by Caspar Correa * who remarks that 
the Viceroy departed from Dabhol, passed by CheuI, 
which* to avoid delay, he did not enter nnd cast anchor 
at Bombay, where the people terrified fled away. Our 
men captured many cows and some * blacks \ who were 
hiding among the bui^thes* and of whom the good were 
kept and the rest were killed.. The Viceroy happening to 
seen w'el|-dispo&edblack being carried away, ordered him 
to be set free, on condition of his taking an oath, according 
to his law, that he w*^ouid convey a letter toDiu and deliver 

^ Alia de lojw de Ih^eadpi rt, Lit. til. Ch*p. V*- 

'*_^**® Du CiinbA'i Oria^u nf Bofnb*y. Ed viirdn'Akc 
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it to Maltfc Ayai, The poor black, delighted at the pros¬ 
pect of freedom, consented ; and the letter was delivered 
to Malik Ayaz twenty days before the arrival of the fleet. 

The expedition then set sail for Diu aod arrived on the 
and February, 1509. Between 9 and 10 o’clock on the 
following morning a sharp engagement took place be¬ 
tween the Portuguese and Malik \yax, who with Amir 
Hussein had prepared to resist the attack with a fleet of 
two hundred vessels. The Portuguese gained a complete 
victory; the ships of the Musalman were plundered; Amur 
Hussein was seriously wounded; and the colours of the 
*' Soldan ’’ (Sultao) were despatched as a trophy to Por¬ 
tugal. This success served but to intensify the desire of 
the Portuguese to build a fortress at Diu, and indirectly 
led to the despatch of two embassies, in 1513 and J514, to 
Sultao Bahadur for the purpose of negotiating for a site. 
Owing to the action of Malik Ayai, the embassies met 
with little success; but when the second, consisting of 
Diogo Fernandez, Diogo Teixeira, and Ganapotam (Gan- 
patrao), a Hindu interpreter, conferred with the Sultan at 
Madoval(AhniadabadJ,the island of Mahim (Bombay) was 
pfTe red as an alteroat i vc site. Th i s, however, the amba^a- 
dors refused on the ground that they were not authorized 
to accept any site but Diu. In 1 s 17. tlufing the viceroyalty 
of Dorn Soares dc Albergaria, Dorn JoSo de Monroyo en¬ 
tered the Bandora creek with seven pinnaces and defeated 
the commandant of M.ahim. " Monroyo" writes Barras 
'• arrived at the river of Mahim, where he found a ship 
coming from the Red Sea with merchandise. The crew, to 
save themselves, entered the river and ran aground. They 
saved ihcmselves with the best they had, and the rest was 
taken by our men, who carried all to Cheul. At this cap¬ 
ture the commandant of Mahim,Xcque-ji (i.e.Sheikh-ji) was 
greatly affronted, not only by reason of the vessel having 
been captured before his eyes, but also because his fort¬ 
ress bad been bombarded. On the departure of our men, 
he hastily despatched three pinnaces after them. to stop the 
passage at Cheul point. Having attacked our men, the 
latter behaved in such a manner that his pinnaces fled,’** 

j w-a,.* foL 111. Book 1. Chap. 111. Eilwardci' Rise of 
Buoibsy, 
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Betw<^en 15^4 and 15.34, when Dcm Duarie de Menazes 
uas Viceroy of Goa, the Portuguese were coMtautly 
prowling about Bombay for the ships of iheMuhammadans 
and on one occasion drove Malik Ayaa and hfs fleet to 
take shelter in Bombay harbour : while in r^sB-jg, Lopo 
Vae, with 40 ships, jooo Portuguese, and some native 
levies, overtook the Gujarat fleet near Bombay, destroyed 
half the enemy s ships, and captured many prisoners and 
much cannon and ammunition. He then seized Mahtm 
fort belonging to the " King of Cambay (Sultan of 
tJujarat ), who was at war with " Nizamuluco (Nizam- 
ul-mutk), the lord of CheuI,'* and handed it over to the 
latter. The fleet of the king of Cam bay, "writes Caspar 
Correa, “ consisted of 68 pinnaces under the command 
of a son of Cam alma lu co (Kamal Mali |cj. Governor and 
Captain of Diu, and of Ali Shah. Lopo Vaa de Sampayo 
anchored oflT a small island, where the pinnaces of Ali 
Shah lay j and the latter then retreated with his rowing 
boats to the mouth of the Thatia river and there cast 
anchor. During the night the Governor sent Vincent 
Correa to spy upon the enemy. He saw all their heats 
drawn up at the landing-place, with the exception of tw‘o 
which kept watch at the mouth of the river, Alt Shah 
under cover of night sailed for the Nagothna river, with 
twenty wcJi-equipped galleons, having galleries at the stem 
adorned with pictures {t.e. texts from the Koran}. Thither 
followed Lopo Vaz and ordered Heitor da Silveira to 
attack the enemy, which (he latter successfully accom- 
plLshcd, returning to the fleet with a prize of twenty- 
seven Jiis/at (pinnaces). He then pursued the fugitive Ali 
Shah to a neighbouring fortress, pillaged the surrounding 
country and captured much artillery. To escape further 
annoyance, the tJianadar of Thana made himself tributary 
to the Portuguese, and promised to pay them annu¬ 
ally a sum of a,ooO pardaos (^Rs, 750),"' Heitor da 
Silveira then returned to Bombay harbour, where, 
according to Barros, he was received with great ovationi i 
and when on the 3oth March, tSi^, the Viceroy reiumed 
to Goa, Heitor wa.s left behind with twenty batgaotJns, 


* CorrcAf Lendai.^ VoL Illh J97 rl Mtf. 
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two galHats and three hundred men " to harass the coast 
as far as Cambay, Duriag the three months precedmg 
the monsoon of 15* *9 Heitor da Silveira and his men 
made repeated incursions into Bombay and the neigh* 
bounng islands, and gave to Bombay the title of Hfta 
da boa vida (the island of the good life) in token of the 
abundant food and enjoyment which it supplied.' 

Bombay again came into prominence in conncclion with 
the attempt of the Portuguese to capture Diu in 15303’- 
The commandant of the fort, having been deprived of bis 
position by Sultan Bahadur, approached Nuno da Cunha, 
the Viceroy of Goa, and suggested a joint attack upon 
the citadel. Nano da Cunha agreed, furnished the com¬ 
mandant with a pass and with a fleet under the com¬ 
mand of Caspar Pnes, and then set about preparations 
for an attack upon his own account. He collected the 
largest fleet ever seen in India, consisting of ‘'four 
hundred sail, including many large ships, but mostly 
small vessels fitted out by natives ", and held a grand 
naval review in the harbour of Bombay, and a general 
parade of all his forces upon the plain now known as the 
Esplanade, "taking a roll from each captain of the 
Portuguese soldiers and sailors, and of the captive slaves 
who could fight and assist, and the number of musketeers 
and of the people such as servants.'” The muster 
showed the forces to consist of 3,600 soldiers and 1,460 
seamen, all Portuguese, a,Q0o men from Malabar and 
Kanara, B.ooo slaves, 5,000 native seamen and 3,000 


‘ttfc Cvnh*, Origin of Bembay, Journ.tl.P. ^ 

Tliat Bombay a pleasant spot '» "'I",! 

nolkhly T>om Jolo <le Cast™, who sited U a few year* later and 
ic hi» log-twd* described lt‘a» being very low, cmers^ with 
luKuriani grovea, Icem'eiir with game, and aboimding m 1 * 

(Primeiro ftoleiro da Costa da India). P* Cunha hn* 

augseeted in hii Otinin of Bombay that Bombay was the original 
of of Lo%o'in the Lnsia<(t^ 

* Danvers' Portuguese in India. In <he Diary 
Hodges (Hakluyt Society} it is staled that among tlie 
lected were Bvo Malacca junks 1,* 

from Portugal, 14 galleons, i j royal . I®, ^ i*' ‘ 

gatlivats or war-boats propeUrd by oars, from which 
word 'W/y-AMf* is derived) andinnumerable briganlmes. pinnaces 

and snSll vessel* chartered by traders. They Supported » b“^ 
flea ling population, eom prising the cream of captains, fids g 
and of LuAltMniaa 
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musketwrs. Including the women and children, the 
whole floating popiiUtioa amounted to more than 30 «« 
sonl^ The r«iew ended, the fleet sailed to Daman 

thence to tfie Island of 
Beie (Shia Bet), which surrendered after a stern struirgJe 
Dm was ako hombarded, but manaffed to withstandihe 
vegre ; whereupon Nuno da Cunha retired to Goa. Icav* 
rng Antomo Saldanha with sixty vessels to omise in the 
Gulf of Cambay and harass the foe. Jo the month* of 
Ma«h and April, 153,, Saldanha rapidly seized and bnml 

f K* n plundered Tbana. th^ 

of which had attempted to rid himself of the obliiralioii 
to pay tribute to the I'ortugnese. in consequence of this 
success, and later of Nunc da Cunha's capture of Bassein 
tn January, 1533, the islands of Bombay and Mahim 
together With Bandora became tribuiao' to the foreigner 
Meanwhile Sultan Bahadur Shah of Gujarat hud grown 
apprchensiie of the power of the Mughal Emperors and 
observing the .successes obtained by PortufiTcse arms 
determined to enlist their aid. Accordingly in i=« 

^thanVfre^rT V^*'’'^ J^hwajeh) to Nimoda Cunha 
Mth an offer to hand over Bassein and all its dependend-s 

and revenues by sea and land *nnd on the ijrd December 

Of hat y«,r the treaty of Bassein Was signed on board the 

fht ^^^S '^fPorlug^\ from 

that da> forth and for ever the rity of Bassein. its territo- 

'« 'he same 

befa *** Bahadur, King of Gujarat, held them 

before, provided that alt vessels from the Kingdom of 
Gujarat bound for the Red Sen should first «ll at Bas«in 
er passes, and on reium voyage call there again, in 
bNer to pay duti es under penalty and risk oC seizure 

ji ^’Ortu^ucae b Zedij^ ^ 

NunpdMCun^ lh\* Ireatjr w^rv 

Ihjs CBjJirii AinbM«dor, Adm^r&l M- Ai[o»o 
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The stirrcTider ofBasseinand Bombay was confirmed 
later by a treaty of peace and coinitierce between Bahadur 
Shah and NudO da Cunha, dated the 35th October 
1535^ whereby also the Portugese were permitted 
to carry out the Joag-deslred ^vork of bnUdJng 
a fort at Diu* Durlni^ the following ten years the 
Portuguese were constantly at war w'ith Adil Khanp 
the Sultans of Gujuratp and the Zamorin of Calicutt 
while troubles also arose at Malacca and Din was 
besieged by the Turks under ""Soleyman Badshaw 
(Suleiman Pa5hA)> governor of Cairo. The maio re- 
suit was the impoverishment of the Portuguese treasury 
and consequent inability on the part of Portugal to 
reward suitably the services of her distinguished ser^ 
vants. This Jack of money Avas doubtless partly respon* 
sible for the granting of lands by the crown as rewards for 
meritorious actions^ and for the rise of the feudal system 
of tenure, which Characterized Bombay during the era of 
Portuguese dominion ^ although it should be noted at 
the same time that under the Sultans of Gujarat a system 
approximating to the feudal had been in force in Bassein^ 
Salselte, Bombay and neighbouring tracts, h appears 
in any case that from 1534 onwards Bombay was^ for the 
purposes both of executive and judicial administration, 
subordinate to Baaseio/ and that all the territory' of the 
Portuguese in the north Konkan was divided Into manors 
or iBefs^ the land being granted to deserving persons at 
a nominal rental of 4 to to per cenL and the leases being 
renew'able either yearly^ trieonially, or in some cases 
for a peiiud of one to three lives. For very dislingulsbed 
services, and in cases where the grantees were religious 

SuiiEB, F^i B, deCa^lteno Branco, Ch>ef a Persian and 

_ a Portuguese interpreter, and olhers. Caspar Coitea (Lendaa III, 
^3) BtaleS tha.E there ivas a laj'ge osseEubliige lo witneu 
signing of the Lreaty; atvd a iruMpet Was Ijlpwn |o amcat 
Attentien^ The grant {chhapa) was shewn, to the Muandivrj ; the 
chiet men then tooh llie oaih of oJlegiancc wUh iheir heada brnt 
earl bwsj-ds, promising to obey the King of Portugal oa ihey had 
obeyed Bahadur Shohf and m nCifiCBtlon of their oath, each 
MirppB^or presented a branch of scmo Iwecf-aEnelling plant to the 
Ffi/ifr or cbJef of the factory. The grant WO* oncLosed In a 
gekten ooikeL 

Letter from the Secretary-General; to the Govettiar-Gonerai 
of pfSTtugvese Indiot 9tli March 1 1907^ 
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confraternities, the lands were handed over in perpetuity. 
In returiij the Kingf of Portugal claimed military scn.'ice 
from the tenant which might be commuted into a tax at 
the discretion of the authorities and the comptroller of the 
treasurj J This system of tenure, which also laid upon 
the tenant an ohiigation to cultivate and improve the 
land, was known as a/oramtH^t (U. holding subject to 
the payment of /tuv or quit-rent) ; and side by side with 
It existed a minor tenure known as arreudamenio, signi* 
fying the annual letting or renting of land for a fixed 
$um in cash or kind. 


In the general distribution of estates which occurred 
after 1534, the island of Monbaym f Bombay proper) was 
let to one Mestre Diogo, as tenant or /owvire, for an 
annual quiurent of 1.43,4 /teii'dhar (about Rs, 337.3^). 
payable at the royal treasury in Bassein.' The island or 
iusda of Mahim was similarly rented for 36,037 feedeas 
(Rs, 731*3-0), the wfljii/wfw, i.e, the wawder or custom, 
house of .Mabim for 39,975 f^deas (Rs, jgi.a-o), and the 
island of Maxagon for 8,500 fesdeas (Rs. 17S), while be¬ 
tween 1545 and 1348, during the vice royalty of U. Joao 
de Castro, the four villages of Parcl, Vadala, Sion and 
Varh were granted to Manuel Serrilo for an annual 
payment of 41, pardSos (Rs. 134-8-0), the villages of 
Trombay and Cbembur to Dorn Roque Tello de Menexes, 
Blephanta island to joao Piree for 103 pardAos (Rs. 
3i>*tM)), and the revenue of the custom-house at 
Walkeshwar to one «Posagy “ for 60 f«deas (Rs. t-q-o).! 
It cannot be definitely sta ted for what period Mestre 


iitl **»'?^* '•t »548- Accord- 

from th« dmle otf the trMy ef wu u 

;4::~ .rssj 
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Diogo' enjoyed the manorial rights of Bombay r but 
collate rai evidence proves that in or about the year 1554 
during the vice royalty of Dom Pedro Mascarenhas. the 
island was granted to Garcia da Orta, * * the celebrated 
physician and botanist, for a yearly quit-rertt equivalent 
to about £ 85 sterling, Tn his Mll&quios rfo-f Siwpiest 
Dnigas da India (Conversations on the drugs and simples 
of India) he himself speaks of Bombay asAfombaim 
ttrra c ilAa de gue El fiti nouo Si’tthor me Jes merc^, a/er- 
ada em fatiota {the island which the King has granted 
to me on payment of a qgit-rent)>, Bombay apparently 
remained in his possession until his death in Goa in 
1570, after w'hich it appears to have been granted on 
the same tenure to severai parlies in succession, the 
last of whom was Donna IgneK de Miranda, widow 
of Dom Rodrigo de Monsanto. 

Garcia da Orta was in all probability responsible for 
the building of the Quinta or manor-house, which Frycr 
described in later years as " a pretty well-seated bnt 
lll-fortihcd house ” and which Sim So Botdho recorded as 
being situated “ in s park with pleasure grounds, at the 
cflfoW (dtiwM of Bomtaalm, the principal seat of the 
island dear the little fort ” it was built some lime 
between 1528 and i6s6 * i for in the latter year David 
Davies, the English navigator, who participated in the 
joint attack by the English and Dutch upon Bombay, 

* The idMtily of ME*lrc D^oiji> H dqublful. Bi^t he may 
cciVAbly littv*beecl either DiogfO de Borbm, &n _8M3a Ibe 

fciBElder ef the first cntcchetii:*! isrhool in or Dto^O oa 

Silvciribp a cousin of Hcilordm SSitveSra^ 

^ Garcia da Orta was honorary phymeito to Kin^ |d5o Uh Hii 
book on druifiTfati Wrillen in LaliDp aflerwarda iriuislalOc] lolo 
PortBBfuciieip and publi*hcd in Goa on the letta Apn^i 150 ^+ 
bein^ the ihird work printed in India in foman chnraelOf^i _ 
famous pOCtv Cftmacnsi corvirtbuled an odo to the of 

G* da Ofl*. 

* Da Cun ha. Origin of Bombay + p, lot. 

^ The erentr^^ afthe modem arsenal behind ihc Town Hall^ re¬ 
presents the atle of the m anor-h ouse to-day . The chief axt^^i-om 
oftbo home in Garcia da Orta^s cloy wore hii fine librarv ^ 

• historical phllnaophical and medklnl workfiI and the surrounding 

botanicoJ gardens, whiEb Fryer dcfcribed ais"" a delicate garde^ 
Voiced to he the plcaaanteat in India Da Canha Grigia ^ 
Bombay^ioi 

^ Bombay Town and Island Materialfl^ Pari p. 6;3f» 
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referred to it in the following terms in the log-book 
0 r hia ship T/tc Dhce^tty .“ The 13 th Oct obtr we w< n t 
into the Bay of Bombay nnd rode without the stakes 
The 14th the and the Dutch ^hips went in near 
the Great House to batter against li, in which battere 
three of the J/tfmf ordnimce The same iJav 

landed joo mciip English and Dutch, and hurtit airtheir 
cadjan houses and took the Great House with two ba-^sscs 
(small cannon) of brass and one saker (heavy cannon) of 
trofj. The 15th, all our men embarked uhoard the ships, 
being Sunday in the evening, and left the Great Hou« 
Khtchj(vs Ao/A a „ p„\>/y t„id a fm, all 

afire, burning with other good houses, together with 
two new frigates not yet from the stocks nor fully ended- 
but they had carried away all their irensiire and all 
things of any value, for all were run aivay before our 
men landed’*.’ The chief products of the island during 
the sixteenth century were the cocoa-nut palm. brab. 
jack-trce,>iMSw/, theAJii^awa, of which few specimens 
now exist, and mango-trees. one of which supplied the 
lord of the manor with fruit " twice a year, once ahoi.i 
ennstmas, and again at the end of May.»" Cocoa-nuts 
and rice were the staple products of the island oifjilahim; 
Mazagon and Bion were noted for ihetr salt pans. whiJc 

the numerous settlements of Kolia were responsible for 
a large supply offish, which was dried upon the island 
and then forwarded to Basscln fo r sale to the Moors 

oUi*''he Indlii'og^tf Record* 
Ward« TtuV 

Vad"*;!.* *-id"la"Ved 

^niratlTui, .way ihattiighl and d«d Cam .wav ill ih/h^,. 

v?;'- w ‘ 

VrdiciMaf tofonel pyraoek, auUiof of 

•■ueh Aei ij’H itfliei Ihal ihcr^ jirir riarv 

n. iwo It or* -h,ch bear . doebfc, mar^goM tv/L v'far. 

J J 
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IMiihammadiins). As r^g^rdu the pppulrition of the 
lsl;ind» Bombay appears to have been composed of seven 
villa^^es siiborclinate to two i'afainij {Jtas^s} or chief sta¬ 
tion s, at whicli customs-duty was levied. These vllkig^es 
were Mahimt Fareh Varelln {Vadala} and Syva (Sion) 
under the k^s&a of M ah ini, and Mazagon^ Eombaim 
(Bombay]^ and Vard f\'"arli) tinder the of Bombay^ 

In addition to these there were probably smalkr hamlets, 
tike Cavd, Colabap Nalgaqn and Dong-ri, which had 
existed from the epoch of Hindu colonization. Bombay 
itself was not very populous, for it contained some years 
later ^1634) only eleven Portug:uese families or mar¬ 
ried men {cfisai/as)^ and some native black-s iprefoi na/if- 
rafs), making altogether seventy mu.^ketcers able to 
serve in war.'"- Tha latter were probably of Koli or 
Bhandari caste The Kolls formed perhaps the most 
tiumeroits class at this date and dwelt in mo^t parts of 
the island from Colaba In the south to Sion and Mahim 
in the north. Wearing ihen^ as they still do, their dis¬ 
tinctive emblem, a knife Suspended round the neck^ these * 
aboriginal colonists subsisted mostly by hshing and ! 

agriculture, though a few may have been forced to t 

relinquish these duties for that of palanquiupbearing, I 

w hich formed the subject of many a petition and appeal ! 

during the earlier years of the British occupation. A ] 

smaller community was that of the Moors fMusalmansJ . 

w^ho, according to Garcia da Orta, were solely engaged ! 
in maritime trade. ‘^They possessed the l^and first 
he writes " and are called Naitias, which means mixed i 
□c made up first of the Moor^ who came from Jj 
abroad and mixed themselves with the Gentifes : 
(Hindus) of this land^ A few' ^fusalmans of less i 
mixed descent may conceivably have been living in 

^ diviHinaHexihied durlhg the early- ftriliiih pericxi j for In 

n leller Troin Aufigier m lhe Court of nirvcter^, dated Hecemlser ! 
t«th. 167,1, i[ ^imlrd Ihxl'^thc townie divjded Into two sfliall 
shireh of Byimbxy Wild MAhtfii, The former Ci3nlA3n4 the island 
CoJieo {Colaba), She towns of Uomhav, ^rssmg'Dn and Pmrell* ! 
with the pArishca of Fflllci, Dkrmo, Gre^on, VmJl ftnd , 

IHocbem. The sliinr of Mahim COntnim^ S^lahijn, Sion, PTyraiee 
and VerlR Wilh the several poi-i^lits of Saheami, St, AfichacL ^ 
elc,, prefTmclA. 

^ Antonio flocarro, Livn? niantas day Porlsde^a:^, 








btnm ckariy belonged to the Kotikani Muhammadan 
commumty. who^e Arab and Persian uncestors had taken 
unto themselves ivives from among the Hindu inhabitants 
of the western coast. Then there were (Cunbis and 
Agris (Curumbms), -«ho cultivated the fields and 
sowed them with rice and all sorts of pulse "r there wart 

hvVh’ ^*”‘^*‘* Ofchards and were styled 
b> the Portuguese, and thirdly PJSes (iV. peons) or men- 
at-arms. who were in ah likelihood Bhandaris.- In Mahim. 
Bombay and Parel dwelt Parus fi.f, Pmbhus) - who 
collect the rents of the King and of the inhabitants and 

rnerchants while of the 
three othei communities mentioned by Garcia da Orta os 
rentdent in B^sdn and its subordinate tracts, ™., 
aneancs (Samas). Coaris or Espards (Parsis) and 
Mahars)or Parades, the last- 

btr H T have 

been dwelling both i„ Bombay and Mahim. ■*Thcv 

Orla , they do not touch othcr^i* they ettt even- 
thing, even dead things. Each village gives them 
ila ieavmgs to e.at. Thdr task is to deanse the dirt 
from houses and streets." ^ The Banias and Parsls on 

11^ UhiiedirE. are dcartbcd 

ind fidelity which may and 



wraely -.lalere, weK.,h.Ed and ver? ViP^^' '** 

clothea, only a piece ofliiTm eloih !*'*'*'■ no 

Thcr are dialioAti.hed ^ ^ * ’’** "P *" '>»*"■ ''“d*- 

pen to the EfierJih th*?*i»nH'rw ^ Bccliletili hjin. 

J^ayiwhichfh.y^rt'^ **"' •“* 

^"^*sttd cleanly) j-armough ihti^eif'*^' 'eiy imhiatri. 

lii«m ^ 4>ricli?nn ih^ 
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the Other hand did not actually fettle upon the iilunJ 
until after its cession to Enjrl«tnd by the Portug^aese, ' 
The history of the dominion of the Portuguese in ' 
VVestern India Is to a large extent the talc of the founda* 
tion nnd growth of their religious orders J and it nas 
not long before Bombay became acquainted with the 
latter^ Shortly after i$S4* during the episcopate of Dom 
Fr, Jdfto de Alphonse de Albuquerquci one Fr+ Antonio 
de Porto, a Franciscan friar, set sail for Bassein and 
Bombay, One of the conditions of the Treaty of Eassein 
was that a sum of 5|OOo larioK (a Persian coin equal to ' 
about six pence), which had hitherto been allocated to J 
the mosques from the revenues of Basse in, should con¬ 
tinue to be so applied i but so vigorously did Fr- 
Antonio and others set about the dissemination of their 
creedp that the King of Portugal eventually passed an 
order to uUliEe all funds of this nature for the bendit of 
missions in Bombay and Basse!n, * Besides converting 
about ten thousand natives in Basseinp Than a. Man- 
dapeshwar and neighbouring places, the Franciscans 
built the church of Sl Michael, which si III csisis in 
Mahim at the north end of Lady jamseiji road, and 
ranks as the oldest Franciscan building in Bombay.' 
'Hie keynote of Portuguese policy, indeed, Is embodied 
in Vasco da Gama's famous remark Tiwuj 
ChriSiaoi e tsptc£un<i "" (we com± to seek Christians and 
spices) but the Christian tvas in their eyes of more im- 


1 Ainqrig Fr. AnEuriiay achiVvemetus Wfcs the eoriwn^j^n of 
As^cvUci AE. Ltiii?- Karihcri- in iiRl>!kJtte+ He turiird (he 

rAei/j^qCr chapel-iutve inlOa Chriitiau Church <.>r Su Hictiad i wad 

It wnA u«d a% Auch until after Ihe roll BfuSHcin. AjiqucEil d j 
Terpan Ataien jl was itlll used by the Christians m IT&j* Ff An¬ 
tonio also evicted ihe BraUmaTi ancetlcn of the JlfandApcshwflr 
cilv« and tu ™4 the Caves into a Chufcb of Xosh. SenhorA de 
PLisdado, the rovenue^ of the caveii and tcm^]r bring Applied to 
Ihe u pheep of a Royal College eslabti^hed oa iS^c e»i[e Ibf Chrii- 
tian converts. Thv AtantEha4 lubwqiicnlly EHTUged the Co»eg« 
nnd Cbureh f hut Ur. Wil.4on in 1850 found tnc native Chfi^U*® 
popiiEatFdii AUll tiaiug Ehe Cave-Eemplc asa Church. 

■ D. Anionio PeUro da Co^ta renuirk^ In bii. da AWe 

*' Fvf rj/o J^u rtdajia ei4 e o /trimriFa ^me ^ 

MO ilka dr or *• lhl% churnh (of ■ 

Michael) wait buitE in I510, and i% ih^ tirat Ihal the Portufjur'.r j 
holU in Ehe idnnd of Bombay,'^ The »tntenieni is only parEiallyJ 
eorm-l, for the church wa- noE builE till after Kr. AnEOniO\ afr^vstj 
in lyja- J 
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rcrtance than the Mpices, nnd they were stow* tn realize 
that the advancement pF trade depended on the widest 
religious tojeration as one of Its principal factors. Had 
the Portuguese Government been able to restrain the 
troublesome and ivanton acts of oppression which the 
religious Orders practised under the cloak of prosclytism 
the population and trade of Bombay and surrounding 
tracts would almost certainly have largely increased. ■ 
But Bombay was early placed under the spiritual jurisdic¬ 
tion of the vtgaria da Vara at Bnssein ; and under his 
auspices the Franciscan mission was followed in t543 by 
a Jesuit mission, the most notable member of which was 
St. Francis Xavier, and in 154^ by the Oominican orderj 
established in Goa tn 1345 by one Diogo Bermudes, who 
constantly visited Bombay to confer with his friend 
Garcia da Ort.V. St- Francis Xavier lost no lime in 
oblaining for the Jesuit order a share of the money which 
was formerly reserved for the benefit of the mosques, 
and by the year 1370 the Paulistines, lusihe Jesuits were 
styled, were resident in every town and village of For- 
tiiji^uei'S^ territory imd hAd- coRitnonccd ts^uildini^ lli-e 
church of St. Andrew at Hafidora. F^ranciiicflin 

afid Jesuit vied with one another in the erectloji of 
cliurcheif aitcl the conversion of the inhabitant-s of 
BombavKi A chapel of &enliom de Bom 

Concelho was enacted at Sion and niHIpatird to the churcli 


his HEfieryor Ihe PAtUnv Frubhu* 
that trip P<wtuj:ue?ifi ftirccrd to worM ah cooli«A, iuid 

dppnvt !4 Ihem of iheJr rijlfhli of mt (lie big Hindn 

feHtiirals. Tti^ PrAbhum^refei-e'ed to perform ill cif 

ilndei' covmr elowd doori* ; hnd ■ilhoujfh Ihty inHiiimU 

od intoEhoKODd of Ehtf conqumfn by BctJoK 

A4 thojr clorkdy BocCKan Ea n In and jpt nuiny wotr 

lorciblv fooverEcd under the nmmo orOciwriv, Oome*, 

fflti:^ tJiTo PrBbbUt HAptPl' 4 h:l under the nmm^ of Caetojio de Souui^ 
wrote n HinlOr^' of ifAftEio in i3^v which no foft Einal eEv no co-pt'- 
IS OKlAnt. / i-J 

- * were the Rffco^ who reached Jndot 

t,^i the iVuifusliHiBiPis in 157J, ihc Cafitielitei in i^ti, the 
XhntiTiem in rt^a, |he HospiteJers of St* John hi Ktftr, nnd the 
Pctrakaie TeetiAries in 1750, 

The mill ionary wctiviiy rrached iti helg-ht iht receipt 

f^,1 Portii^Alin 1541^ otdecin^ the cii^-iE 

BiillionlieH 10 Aid the ecclesiastics in the converiEon of Indioo* : 
and E^re-imstlci^^Trt wsj^ AC itn^fenith In 1560, when ihc HoTy In- 
qutiiticin WAi iHtrodneed in Ebe East*' The iTvqi4sition held 
BulowdA^fe'^ in Ooa, At which 4 - 04 ^ viclims were tlarn. 
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of St. Michael In 1596, and in the year a 

cKurch of Nos^a Senhiirn de SnlvAcAo was built nt 
Dsdar, both of which were built hy the Franciscjin^t and 
are !itill in existence-^ To the latter Fryer referred in 
167^ in the words ** At Salvaiion^,^ the FranCTScuns enjoy 
another church and convent''; and the same order also 
owned " the Remish chapel ” at Pa ret p which w'as con* 
bscated frcjni the JcBuit.^ in 171% and after serving' as 
GovemmenE House and the residence of H. M. the 


King-Emperor during hiiN vl-^it to Bombay in 1875 has 
hually hsen Ira ns formed into a bacteriological labora¬ 


tory, 

Franciscans had obtained practical control 
of Salsettef Mahimp Bombay and Karnnja island, in each 
of which places was a state-paid official styled OPtit fhs 
CAw/ixar", and in addition to the churches mentioned 
above they had bn ill one on the Esplanade to Kossa 
Senhora de Espemtiza^ the earliest parishioner.^ of which 
were the fColi converts of CaveL* These Roman 
Catholic ecclesiastics earned larger revennei^ than even 
the King of Portugal himself ; th^y founded a college at 
Bandora-K which conferred degrees upon all irianner of 
persons, and according to a writer of the seventeenth 
century was not inferior as to the building nor much 
unlike those of our universities they lived sumptuously, 
and were generally so influential that even the OeiieraJ 
nf the North at Bassiiein felt his position to be precarious. 
These facts obtruded themselves upon the Reverend 
John Ovingtoiv who visited Bombay in i6gq and re¬ 
marked that Few men can enjoy very peaceable lives 
who have any fair possessions near the convents of the 


* The pAdarirharch in now on E tin he richest, beinK 

rfofImriiUd prepem. coEoa nyl three jffiHfiUcd chiini!|i 

at Pareh \rtrli ^latufign, and a liirge houac whicih has serk^rd 
on VarKiiL-^ occasiuiis as tla* Poriuifuese episcopn] midenciP. 

present EtphiriMntie 

kl® , tn It were n cemetery ^nd n cross, Which 

1^65 wi^ Minding just parallel lo the CrCffis which slln 
e^kitsf on lbs .tterme Liaes iside of Ihv Espisnede rued, tn ifijS 
dPnng the episcopate Of Dr. Whefsn, when the Koensn Calhoilc 

C^mmiJrikty WAS divided iTiln two psrlics and feeling ran high. 
Ibe K^ripsr^hmiters Of [ha church wfre drawn Inin ihe dis^Pute 

and aj^rmhled Ode day at the church wilh oitrs, mpes sod 
C^er iiFinlrfflEsts in protfet their SAcred edifice frem fASlinif into 
the clulches of the so-Hcailed Irish partv-r 
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Jesuits; a pleasant seat and a fruitful plantalion ean 
hardly escape their ^ 


* At the eiid of ihp lyih century l3i« Inccime of itae chief ehurch 
in Salsette w&i r mi Dialed a 4 equivalent co nne pOiiPid weight af 
gold To 1591S A friar^ wbo eiima from ^gland lu Yibit 

Ihe Jesuit m^tllutlqnst in JudU, Wb-' enlertAincd aI BAiniorA wiiti 
A ^am^ieA-fight, under the AUApknofllie nuttionliea of lti« Bfin- 
dera CuUege. At the timr uf ihe ceealon of Bombay id lha 
Kngliah thr Bandora Cdlloge laid ^\*lm 10 mueb latid and vanouf 
righLs in Bombay. Thca« claims, howevnri werodisnUdwed, wbicb 
naturally incrrasud the bilterne-ss engendered by Elm advent 0/ the 
f-ngliiib Into BonibAy+ Tne isiJlAnd of MAragun was one of Ehe few 
pEaceai fJiai escaped absorption by tho pHo^tboedi Dotu Joio de 
CA^lrq orlginAPy grained it in l-d Antonio Pcf^oa for an Annunl 
quit-rml of m gold and j of siilner ^boul 

74)* Anlonio having abown remarlcablo hrAvery at the siegey 
of Citliuut and Da^Selni, aod having Morved witb diSEtnCliCrn as 
Fcitor of Ceylon. On hia drhih in 1571 a rOyal patent^ dased 4l 
Goa. the 18Eh January 157^1 was Issued which granted I he lAland 
inperpetuEly Ed Ebe Oe iioura c Lima family, Lionel de Souza e 
IJmn taving married Donna Anna^ the daughler of Anlopio 
Pessoa, The revenue of ^lazigon rose from fOedeaS in 1534 

to 550 ^orifdigi in 154y, Tho patent of 157Z laid down cJiat ilio 
village ofMa^AgOn iagiven to Lionel dt t^oura forever and to his 
heira, paying every year 195 gold and three ^^ilver 

of ai A nfid a half double-pice cac}i+ On I he dealh of Lionel de 
Souza The village ia to remain wilh Doima Anna Pessoa, Huy de 
^iixA and Manbel dc Suura, hli« wife and Hon^+ EhnE is 10 sflyp one 
half of the income to the two sou-^''- In I he event Vif tho .sen* 
dying before Donna Ann at Ehe estate wn* lo be shared by such of 
hia de*cendEinls as Lionel de SoiiZn might nominate by wUL in 
any cane, ihe village Was not Ip be aO'ld, eHclim^ged or allemifed 
with Out Ehc perinission of I he King of Portugal or Ebe 
liceoar of his Viceroy In Indin, Lionet de i^Utawas placed in 
poa>iesiion b^' Roque Suril^ clcrk of Ihe .^lahlm DisEricL 
apparently died shortty afterp leaving his W^idow lo manage the 
mneor^ It descended from her to her elde:t.1 son Ruy de SouZU 3 Ft 
ibjJ* He WHS the fir^t Eo endow the ehureh of Xossa Senhura 
da Gloria til Mazagon With the rec'CTtue* accniing fnim the oart 
Gbarhi and the batiy^groundji Sa-inty and Chulgadi On conditlcm 
lliat the managempnE of Eho ehwrch vesti^ in himself and hts 
heir^i By Ruy de Souza had become incnpociEared by age ^ 
And accordingly by a later lULlentp daEcd the Jird June 1637, lh« 
mABor Was handed over to hi* sun Bemadino de Tavera^ in whose 
poasrssien it remained unlkl ibjo. " U being declared/" so ran 
the pitlenL^ ^^thni Ruy de Souza had no other von but llernidy de 
Tavo^K thti king confirmed the said Bernady de Tavora in the 
pos'.ession Ihereof* provided that he did not deprive Ehe other 
heirs of tiie*Aid Ruy de Souza of their rights, and prtnided he 
did no I »ll| eliangi^ or give the said village in anv shape or 
majiner whatever without licenser as it was lo fall entirely 
under the rnanaidement of one perzon only+" A tiOEe Ip the 
patent laid dow'n that ^aneckjl Naorojl'si biLh I he oart CbarnCy 
Hud Varti formed pan of I hr AfaXi^On estHte+ In 1^60 the e^lale 
passed lo- ChndtoVaO de Souza de THV0ra+ who held it ttnld 167*1 
wheo it became Ehe property of AJvares Pire* de Tavora who 
paid a yearly quit-rent of Ki. 1»104-7-^9- How long Alvarrs Pires 
held Ihe rttnie cannot be de^finitrly slaird ; but by 47J7 ihe 
prOprleTT'E’ii-s ot Ihe" mAiior was Doauja heflhor?i de South c 
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With the exception of like Bombay proper and 

^razai^on, which were granted to digtlngtilshcd tndivU 
dualiip the bulk of the land in Bombay and Mahlen had 
lallen by the close of the f^ixteenth century into the 
hands Dfrelig-ious orders^ The Jesuits owned the tnrgest 
share and were virtually the proprietors of all the northern 
areasp Mahtmii Dadar, ^latunga, Sion, Sewri and PareL 
The immense induence thus accruing to Iheoi might 
easily have been utilised for the aggrandisement of 
Fortugars power by land and sea i but, anfortunatelyi 
their ill-advi^d actioos not only precluded the growth 
of trade and population, fa tit were also a direct source of 
danger to their own countrymen. They persistently 
destroyed Hindu temples and Muhamniadnn mosques^ 
thereby harassing^ and putting to flight those who might 
under gentle treatment have colonia:ed Bcmfany and 


T^voim, Vi-h^ lkvc4 ml BAHscin. From thbi d^te ihe fori urea ol ih^ 
e*Ulc comivitnccd la d^^eline. tn 17^6 the vUlttgc of VArfl had 
Ewea ^c^d to Aruonio da SjUa, and In t he SerihorA Imndod 

Iht citAte afortoher grundaon M*rtinho do Sihw* de 

hin^jfe D^nnfk i^lar^rtnii do Xoronha. who m once mairiLcted 
SflJioy Tel.ing (T,lahvnnalh Shonvi?) lo m]| it for 
The KtJMe at thift dAlocompriiied en Ly two hdusea of any mio] 

one of belonging to the lord of the manor, waa in mlna; the 

church of Noash Senhora da Olorra and Chorni oart. In 1TJ.0 
une^aeji kaian bouKht the SardrJti 
And the Pakhadi™! Mfdcfia and rice Feldi^ and thr 
^harm gardim were beqtieathocf to ihe Eaat India Companv. 
Antonio da Si Eva And Antonio de SemoM had purchaaod tho eatp/e 
aa ri stood in 173] I hut E hey were power leas to resist its irr^unl 
e-Uale indtiding the church rioSflddii, 
Coiu-etcr, nas put up toand 
sold to Richurd Nowlutrd for Rs, 23,000 a veaf, fthUe Iho Cliami 
\l 1 ??^ "'I?*«*'“>■ i!*’"'* and Iff'for Rn, <ho a vea" to 

^** 3 ' »«sl Sdmjl Diidaji. Ri«h Jd 
N^liUid * n^o^omrnt of fte o.talfi did hot mMt with iho 
apl^ot'Al Lif the Bombay Co^TmincnI ; and so, on the expirv of 
Gained or the old manor. wttiSild hi 

u M (') V»«(fnr inetudinK Ghodap 

R>CUEEb, oxeeiTting a mango-lrc-e known ai» the Governor\ 
™i^rMreo. te D. Ruatorttik and Dhanu Punia for ■■» 
(j) CutEowdy | Koliwadi)TeC lo fSaghuaet for Rs* j4D^f4) Bhandarl 
Wada Eel lo M* LinuE aktil B. RamseE for Ra, ™ ; fO >JaaasFah 

fvohwmdp Tet to R. SlodMl forR%,64ot and (^Chirni 

iSrungaji for Ra. 71^, The built of the eHlate had ork^ihaJlv 

Cou'rt hnjid» of tfie Company hy an order of the Tt^yor’s 

Ccurt la favour of the Company hk morttifairee-s nnid! inLi-i« 

Ibe ^yiEtm of d^lding i| up imj small Eo^wiEh a vitiff devoid 

manor wh^h hl^ 

« ibe snull situare on whirl, tbe 
chorchof .\oae« Seflhorn da Gloria siands. " wnirii toe 
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incrca^^ed its ccmmerckl importaDce> The intolerance 
of the priesthood indeed was the cardinal point of a 
ninlady which seized upon the whole frame of Port u- 
gfvesie supremacy^ The Archbishop of Goa inroJ^med 
the Kbif of Portuffat In 1629 that * *’ the greatest enefnies 
to the State in India w^erc her own people * and antong 
all the enemies of Portugal from withlnp none probably 
did greater harin to the Stale of India than ihe Jesuits’"; 
while in i6ji the Viceroy of Goa told the King that the 
prie.^ts and monks paid no attetition to his orders, that 
the Jesuits had made themselves masters of Tra van core 
and Tutkorin and of the pearl-hshcrks in those places, 
retained armed bands at their own expense and actually 
w'aged war hy sea against His Majesty's captains. 
They also held commimicaiion with the Dutch and the 
Moorsp nod had usurped from the Slate the royal re¬ 
venues and jurisdiction ; and they even went so far ns to 
deny that the King of Portugal was lord of hls posses¬ 
sions in India, openly neglected his mandatost Sind 
generally intrigued against the Govern men t to which 
they were rightly subordinate.'* 

These Internal troubles produced the iinevitable result 
and paved the way for the advance of other European 
nations. Thomas Stephens, who is supposed to haie 

^ Francisco lIc Sduza, author ot |flv«t nn 

knstnncc of ihe hxr>ih Irvnkmrnl rrlP^rd oaE bv [hr pnr^l^ EO mduj' 
duatft. There w^sre aboei ih 4 t port of Ewi> 

veiiisith helEiEiigitii' to StaLabiLr JMoon, D. Fertiandp da Casira, 
th^ cftptAin of ChHul, sent ngain^l them Malheo?! Corntdo, who 
roluraed to ChDiul wiih dnr of the ihc Sloor CjtpEain and 

twcnly-threv pristoner^i. The prkoner% wrre *11 Eerkced to 
deaEh ; and ^tx died widtout Kiiyone *nkmg them jf they wouEd 
ex^iinnge the Koran tor the GoapeL The remainder, indlLulin}; 
Ihe c*pthe captain^ became Christians *od aflera'ard^ died with 
their CH plain M tme soldier* of ChnM-'* Treattneni nf thu kind 
provoked reprisal*, *s for example In 1570 when l«n|^ailey-load» 
of Malabar pirate* pillaged the town of ^ana and iitole [he great 
bell of the Cathedral^ while the people were eelebniling the fca^t 
of Ex^rfa{^>j* 

* The \^ceroy. Count de Linharen^ gix'e* an an eiqifnple the 
conduct of thu prie.stM of Baiidofm^ who eontlnuolly Ihrew bOml>- 

*heLE$ On the Kiiig's vessels entering the Bandura creek, and made 
whatever land^nevenue regulations Ihey pleaded# On on* oeca- 
Sion Uie Augustinians proved nci defiant that the Viceroy hod to 
plant a ballcfy against their cofkventt whereupon thcii' prevented 
the !!fordieri firing by exposiEig Lhe SacramcfiL in front of the walli. 
See also XlantfCei^ Sflorla do MogOr, III. 
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been the in Indmt came out m Goa 

in 1579, where he afierwards became Rector of 
the Collej^e of Rachol .aiid theace despatched to hi» 
lather^ a London merchant, such advices as prarnpi- 
ed the mercantile communky of London to pay 
attention to the possibilities of Indian trade. As 
early as 1563 a Venetian merchant had travelled 
to the west coast of India by way of the Persian 
tiulf. and described . 4 hniadabad and Cambay as town^^ 
with an extensive trade'; but It was not till tw*enty years 
tater ti J83) that the first English traders set forth for 
the shores of Western India, In that year Ralph Fitch^ 
John Newberry^ Storic and Leeds» choosing the same 
route as the Venetian^ arrived at Goa* where the Portu- 
goesiCt suspecting ihat they had come to trade, cast them 
into prison. Through the mediation of Thomas Stephens^ 
they were eventualEy released, whereupon Fitch returned 
to Englar.d, Leeds entered the serA'^lte of the Great 
Mughal, and one of the other two married a Hurasian 
wife and settled in Goa^ Mcanw^hlle certain English 
merchants presented a memorial to the Lords in Council, 
ill which pcrmlj^sion was nought to trade with ports 
bordering on the Indian Ocean and the China Seas ; and 
a request was preferred for the Queen's license '*for 
ihrec ships and three pinnaces to he equipped and pro* 
tected in this trade, without being subject to any other 
condition than that of payment of customs on Ihcir 
return/' The memorial w^as favourably received^ and in 
1591 Captain Raymond was despatched with three ships 
the ^nd ^eKaveatan*. 

The expedition was unsuccessful; and after heavy losses 
at sea, a few survivors managed to reach Falmouth in 
August, 15^, Captain LancLisier, one of the siirvivors^ 
set on foot another expedition, which saiicd In 1596 with 
letters from the Queen to the Emperor of China* and was 
never heard of again. .Ai length^ on the Septem- 

bcn^5^ -to association of merchant adventurers was 


^ He lraveilrd frocn Ankolii Ho Goa in i paEaaqum, md wftn 

-'who stripped him Piak^d anU 
isojy have plundered him of aJf he if he had nor, b^forp 

Slarimg I akciithij prremuimn to conceal hih in a bi^m- 

Edivarde^ Ri^c df Bnmbrt v. 
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formed the presidency of the Lord Mayor, for the 

purpc:se of estahlishinj;^ trade between En^fland and 
tndia ; the Queon^s sanction was received towaril^ the 
close of z6oo ; and in 1601 a fleet was prepared ^nd 
saiEed from Woolw'ich under the command of Captvvin 
Lanca^ter^ Having visited Acbm and eEstablished a 
factory at Bantamit Lancaster returned wi(ti a carg^o of 
pepper in Septemberp i&oj. Emboldened by his success 
a fresh expedition set forth in the following year under 
the command of Hnw^kins of the who, arriving at 

Surat with a car^o of iron and lead, was allowed to 
land peaceably and thence started far Agra w'lth a letter 
from King James to the Mughal. Failing to obtain 
permission to establish a factory at Buratp Hawkins 
returned to England in i6t34 Bui in the meanwhile 
Sir Henry Middleton, who commanded the sixth voyage 
of the London East India Company, had sailed Tor Jtidia 
and anchored olT the bar of Surat. Sir Henry had strict 
orders not to offer violence to the Fortuguesef unle.^ 
they Openly assailed him^ as up to that date no collision 
had occurred between the representatives of the two 
nations hi [ndia. Of the insults put upon him by the 
Portuguese, of tlielr reiusaJ to allow him to trade or to take 
on board Captain Sharpelgh of the Tr^ffet-irtcrease it is 
unnecessary here to speak, beyond recording that Best^s 
dogged courage won from the Mughal a Jirmun^ author- 
i^ing an English minister to reside: at hth eoui't and 
opening to the Engfisih the traOc of SuraU Jn January 
1615 wa^ fought the naval battle of Swally {Buwali)i 
which laid the foundation of the British empire in Western 
Indiat and from that day forw^ard the English began 
gradually to strengthen their position on the coast, 
joining with the Dutch m blockading Goa and hnaHy 
in i6i6 making a joint attack with the latter upon 
Bombay,^ 

Antonio Bocarro, in the course of a description of 
Bornbay io 1634, remarks that anyone coming from 
seaward must steer north-east^ keeping clear on the 

* Carlyle"!^ Iliitfirjcal SkcEchet^ 90^^ n 

* pAife .IJ 
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se^-side of the islet of Cnndil (Khandcri or CobbaPj, 
There is a rocky ridge Mfiich Juts out southward 
from the lard and extends half a league into the 
sea* It ui all rock arU is quickly covered by water: 
so that if a vessel fails lo take heed she is sure 
to against it. Or the I an d-s id e there aro houses 
of the tanadar or lord of the manor. There is also a 
bastion of the area of about ten paces, on which are 
mounted four iron guns. There is no soldier i« this 
bastion, ooranything for its defence, except what the 
lord of the manor supplies at his own cost, without any 
charge to the Royal Treasury. The small and scattered 
^pulation of Bombay consists of eleven Portuguese 
families. These together with the blacks make up seventy 

PWI^TaTm i the parish of 

Pallo (.Apollo), opposite which in the sea were set the fish- 

" '*>• ''''“I- 

whirh L Kfrmmatmg in orchards and groves, 
which reached to the foot of ^ralabar Hill. Several 
houses of the Indo-Portuguesc, Bhandam, Kolis and 

S«d “’ese groves; there was the 

rair-sited village of Cave) forming a portion of the 

maidan or Esplanade pari.^h ; and ncrihwLd of it several 

fields reserved for rice-cultivation. Thouoh the c * j- 

«ill «i.lcd .M Ibe .,d of M.hS,, Hill, tl, WolfSh^S 

th iS in until a milder *tr.Hnar 

^uld prevail towards the deities of Hinduism. Non? 

the manor inCludecTI he houics of the lord of 

a delicate garden, voiced Id be ^he ol^^ "i ^7" 

Kai-deri of Eden or place of letrefcttiBfh™^" “* "* This 

searchers upon as ^ard an inabM? put the 

poumiy. the walks which bcl-g" *’ 

end lighUv pressed 

o the son and leaded with hardv cannon new open 

rest and case arc lumriinte dedica^d 

sent]net to leek ouI cm. Everv *?« thmi t^“iT *?’“ *'‘“«hfut 

thetr Charming choir Irvjnbles at It^ ^ rhonaleni make 

•ngdrum S arid ibtHeslender fente? ‘‘ki'm- 

£!*.. 1.--.». ■i™,„ 
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of Dong-rii mhabited by Kobs and perhaps by a few 
Prabhu and Brahmun iohnbitant^fv lay the island and 
manor of wfiich served as the home of Portu* * 

g-yese, Kolis, Agris, MalLs. Bhandans and perhaps^ a 
few Hindu scrivains (clerks]^ The northern islands were^ 
as above remarkedp given over wholly to the Jesuits, 
who owned houses and demesnes In Pare!* Sion and 
Mnhim. The latter Island was probably peopled by 
smalt numbers of Fortuguesei by Prabbus, Bmhmans 
of Palshikar or Sherivi caste^ a few Muhammadans and 
the lower classes of Hindus^^ Simihirly at NaJgaon the 
Prnbhu and Brahman must still have been resident^ 
thotigh the latter found it harder than the former to 
maintain a Uvellhood and reputation amongst those who, 
once his discIpleSt had been largely persuaded or for* 
clhly driven to become Chnstians. The Prahhu, on the 
contrary^ being a man of business, could still comfort¬ 
ably subsist by petty trading or by acting as a rcnl- 
collector and agent of Portuguese landlords^ The 
defences of the island consisted of *' several strong 
castlcs> such as that of Bombay, that at Dungerrey 
(DongrIJ, that at Leyam and that at Mahim""^ The 
trade of ihc Islands was not great:, being confined for 
the most part to the sale of dried fish, and the revenues 
of the Portuguese landlords were drawn mostly from 
taxes upon rice«lands, payable in kind, upon oil and 
and upon the cocoa-nut palms, date-palms and arecA- 
nut palms, with which the island abounded*. 

^^Dtwithstanding the poveriy, however, the immense 
natural advantages of Bombay aroused the cupidity of 
the English who recognised its value as a naval base. 
Il was for this reason that they fought the battle of 
Swally in t&is ; that they landed In Bombay and burnt 
the manor-^house in t&a6; i that In 1652 the Surat Council 

* Cleimml Downing's Coitipeodiou » Histofy ef the Jpidiftn Wm, 

* hdWAirdcs' Rtft* ef Bombay* 

" tn hit new edidop of thn Report ca the Old KetOrdi of the 
[ndia published by order of the Scorelary of±iuiie»Sir 

Geoteo Birdwooil thtjws that ** u Bambay had 

iieiipd from the Pottvgues^ bj the Eflffliih !□ ce-operalion with 
the Dutch aed ftbazidoned for «eRic ufiknowfi rea^OQ^ Hfatery p» 
91 Kent on tfaia There are cantempoiary relcrcnceE to Iho 
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Period!, 

*661-16177. 




urged the purchase of Bombay from the Porlugaesie i 
and that in 1654 the Directors of the East Jndia Coml 
paoy drew* the attention of Cromivell to this suggestion, 
S^at stress upon its excellent harbour and its 
natural isoktioa from laiid-attaeks. By the middle of 
e s^eutcench century' the growing power of the Dutch 
and the disturbances to which Shah /nhan's death gave 
rise, absolutely forced upon the English Company, both 
la Surat and London, the need of a station of their own 
m Western India ; and under orders from the Directors 
the Council at Surat made enquiries, and finally reported 
in I 59 that every eifort should be made to obtiuii from 
the king ot Portugal the cession of either Danda 
Rajapur, Versovaor Bombay <. Thus the train was laid, 
whiLh culminated m the marriage-ireaiy of Charles 1 | 
and thc_ infantii Donna Catharina of Portugal, and 
Crown po»!ie«ion of the English 

Sion of Bombay, mentioned at the dose of if,e preceding 

!:!? ■ 'Vbich justly foresaw that British 

trade-inicresis m India could not flourish unless It 
secured Mortified stations yldding a revenue equal to 
the charges of them” and also maintained .t such 
stotions a naval and militao' force sufficient to render 
the company wholly independent of the intrigue,-! and 
quai^ls carried on between the Native Powis of the 
u^ntjRent^ ^ In lo Wesiern InHTa ' - 

the growing power of the Dutch and ih ■ d' f' 
consoqueni upon the death of Shah t u 

up.tbeCo 4 m,y.e]C^^^ 

ciuc^rj« Which Sir G««rite Bird wo [>dv= j- " "—- 

archives of the tadia Olfier, Amon.^ir cl.*‘^‘’''*'^*** amune the 
yrd in the Miliurv (Marine) ef’’ El ^1“"*'* 

joor^t. Of ihree pKron 


z Ef - . ■ <nn ecciiian 

* Bruce * Aiinilji, J tiit Th . 

quite ,riii bv wam 

of Linh^cs,' Wi o'f CeT ** the Coua^ 

PorfMBnl, dated I>«emt4r4tb. i&»,1P^whi«h r'*' 

Its advamagi-s. he E;r<at|j.. eato*^ 

* Bruce's AntMls, JI, 
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fre-sb station auKlIiar^- to thetr chief $elLlenicnt In Surat « 
and ft must therefore have been ivhh no litHc sense of 
relief that they received the news of the sigom^ of the 
marriage-treaty between Charles II and the Infanta 
Catherine of Portijg:xii at Whitehall on the ijrd June 
1661. whereby the Port and Island of Bombay with 
all the rights, profits, territories and appurtenances 
whatsoever thereunto belonging'' were handed over to 
the King of Great Britnint bis heirs and successors for 
ever. ^ In pursuance of the term^i of the treaty the 
Earl of Marlborough was despatched from England in 
March i66j with five ships 1, five hundred soldiers under 
Sir Abrahain Shipman^ and with .Antonio de Mollo de 
CastrOf V^iceroy of the King of Portugal on boatdi to 
take deliver}'of the Island.« The fleet arrived at Bom¬ 
bay in Sepcember 16&2, and the Earl at once sent a 
formal demand for possession to the Portuguese Viceroy 
and it was then for the first time that the representatives 
of the Englisb Crown discovered firstly thst the island 
was by no meann the considerable possession that the 


^ lind, I, 54^^, 

^ /Aiii, tt, 104-ie^r Tile trarmfcf of Boitihav to tlie 
Crown waa the e[c!tenlh nrtlcl# of The trratr. Theris 

Also a neorcE arUde which oUh^d Ihc King of LWlpnd to 
guarantee the Porluguei^c po>f4!^ioris m rndi* and to net 4>, 
mediator belweeti the Portugwirse and the Bulch, hnd ifneev^aarv 
to make war upon the CAlleron tHhalf of (he PortuginfAe Cmwn, 

By t|ieman-iBgetreaL]r(Cllaiie 3 [J)bocainu un^oeftEbonaHv enti* 
tied among Other living to Bundjira, Troraibay, Marveraova and 
OEhcr pJaeca on or adjoiFtifig to the IsSand ofSalsiitteaiiiJ to 
wrllh Ihe iiiandfi and pthces lying near to Orinltie harbour ot 
Bafubay and by the same treaty he faeeame efiEtUVd |o wl\ thtr 
dutiea pay:ible ^reno themikd ptHcet Ed the Atandavie or cUltOoi 
houae of Afahim or Boinb&y." (De^-ripEion of the Port and [aland 
orBembay^ PrinEcd 17J4*S 

*Thc five ^hip^ were Iho £>jnkirlc. Leopard^ Mary Ku^e, 
Cheanut Pinnace and the Convertlne. Court of Directors to Sir 
CJ. Oxenden, i66[-6a, 

* Hy apeeffti ordera of ihe King Sir A. Shipman w■fl^^ appointed 
C^vertief and Command cr-in^Ch ief of Bombay and ef an V p*rl 
ef the fifiH tand in the En*\ Indtea which abhJL either bu ctifiuuered 
oy ui^ dr tkC rendered and delivered up to us," **■ Bubjevtsi and 
Strang era were EO be encouraged to trade and all help wa^ to 
twjTiven to the Portugueae in the prOEectiOn of their Erade and 
navigation.*'^ King'a Orderitjfij. 

The treopa under the command of Sir Shipman amoifoted to 
4 rum pan tea of nxi men each, bciiidea ofilcers and othern. 
Edwardca' Ki» of Bombay, 
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authorities in England bcli«%'ed it lo be, iinci secondly 
that in spite of its manir«st poverty the agents and 
subjects in India of the Pojrtuj'uesc Kins' had determined 
not to hand it over to the EogJish without a strut's lo¬ 
in regard to the first point one may retail Lord 
Clarendon*® misty notion of “the Island of Bombay 
with the towns and castles therein which are ivitbin a 
very little distance from BraKtl *' <; the statement of 
Captain Browne of the Dunkirls that the island had been 
“ most strangely represented to His .Vfajescy *’»; and the 
words of Gerald Aungier J to the effect that " the place 
does not answer our King's eapeetations bv fonr-fifths 
of what was represented to him. For by the draught 
which was delivered to His Majesty, Bombay. Sabette 
and Thaaa Tvere indudcd all in one Island and all under 
the same and royally of Bombay ; but Captain Browne 
and myself having sailed round this Island do find it far 

otherwise, being in extent scarcely one-fifth part of the 

other two Islands t aud this is all the Portugals intend 
to surrender to us.*’ Pepys' description of “the poor 
little bland and his reference to the “ Inconsiderable- 
ness of the place of Bombalm-* * were fully justified bv 
the evidence of the i-nglish authorities in Western IndiL 
and corroborate Baldeus’ statement that by virtue of the 
mardage-ireaiy “ the English thought to have got a great 
booty from the Portuguese, W'hereas they (Tangier and 
Bombay) are in effect places of no considerable traffic "s 
As ^ards the second point it is clear that the Portuguese 
m india were futiy alive to the potentiaiities of Bombav 
and of Its harbour and were very zealous of any infringe- 
meat uF the rights which they as tenants-in-ohief of 
the k,ng of Portugal had enjoyed for more than a 
Lentury. tor as late as Jannan*. ,665. when the final 
orders to cede iho island were received from Portugal, 

of flombajf, 

r.,„. 

• Sir O. so,,. 

Ptfpys' Diary^ 

* Baldcus- l^riptlon of the East hdio,, Ainstcrdiu„, ,6,*. 
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Anlanio d^Mello Viceroy of Goa^ wrote to the 

King^:—"I coiifc^^s at the feet of your ^fajest>^ tlisit only 
the obedience I owe your Majesty as a vassal could have 
forced me to this deed ilic ce^vsion of Bombay)^ 

because I foresee the g^reat troubles that from this 
neighbourhood tvill result to the Portngi.iese and that 
India will bo lost on the same day ort which the Euglbih 
nation is settled in Bombay '%* * 

Under these circumstani^es the Viceroy of Goa decided 
npon a policy of procrastinAtion. On receipt of the 
Earl of Marlborough^*i formal demaiidp he spent five days 
in consultation and then replied that he was not author¬ 
ised to hand over Bombay without His Majesty of 
of England’s immediate letter confirmed by his? own 
band and seal/^ adding that further instructions forbade 
him to give posse.ss^ioa before the end of the monsoon.^ 
The King of England’s letter w'os in po^ession of Sir 
Abraham Shipman, who did not «irrlvc in Bombay till a 
month later ; and in the meanwhile the EnrE Hndlng 
that he conld make no impression upon. the pride of 
the perhdious PortngaU* s contented himself with ask' 
ing permLssion to land the English troops. This 
however was only permitted cm condition that the men 
came ashore unarmed ^4 and matters remained in an 
imfiassg until Sir A. Shipmun cast anchor in the harbour. 
Thereupon the astute Portuguese discovered fresh 
reasons for delay, objecting that the form of the letters 
or patents did not coincide with the usual form observed 
in Portugal and that he must have a fresh authorization 
from Lisbon and England.^ And in October i56j, the 
Earl of Marlborough, seeing that no step towards deli- 


* Da Cutlhn's Origin ot liamhA^* J. p, aef, A. 

de mella de CnJira wbA bolh VitGrey of GUA And Agent of the 
Portuffucso Kirtg fpr Ihe cession rf iht It Waa in hi* 

formnr ca^city that he kept i^itpOning E he surrender of Bom¬ 
bay : and his rca^Ona are given iq a lellcr lo Ihe KSfig of Portugal 
Of PfC* aS, TnttadOif, T- HL jS, iluolcd in Dp Cunba't 

Ongm of Bornb^y^ p, 348^ 

* Aiiingier to Sir G* Qionden, September 16, i66j. 

■ Captain BitiWne lo SirG. O^Conden, September 30, i6£a- 

^ Ai 4 n|cicr lo Sir G* Oateridenr September 1^61, 

* Slate PapcrB, App. Ut Bombay City GaictErtr Maiermts^ 

^'4 
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very could be taken pending: receipt of final orders from 
EuropCj decided to return to England with the fleetp 
Ail the art or contest [ could usep^^ he tvrotCi ** could 
not persfuadc the surrender of this paltrj^ islandp most 
basely deserted to the Arabians' the last year. * * " 
* • * 1 am more sorrj^ for the King's dishonour and 

losse than for inine own trouble and carop which yet U 
like to fall heavy upon me* though not I hope by any 
default of mine-”* The Earl eventually set sail w^jth the 
fleet on the 14th January 1663 * while Sir A, Shipman 
and the soldier)' were forced to land on the unoccupied 
Island of Angediv* twelve leagues to the south of Goa, 
w^here lack of proper food and an evil dimate caused 
the death of nearly all of them, * Including Sir A+ Shlp^ 
man himself. 


Just prior to Sir A, Ship|nan'^ death In April 1664 ^ 
he received a fresh commission from King Charles, 
dated 23rd November 1663, which authorised him to 
receive possession of Bombay from the Portuguese 
Viceroy ; but as he died before aay deEinitc step could 
be taken, the Supreme Court at Goa decided^ after some 
correspondence with Atitonio de Mello de CastrOp 
that the island should be handed over to Humphrey 
Cookep who hud been Sir Shipman^s secretary and 


^ Thii Arab Attack i66i-6j psi rcfArrc^ to twice in tiic StJtUa 
PkperB, OEige m ibe Eetter qgi>lcd Above And a.sw.m in a letter from 
the ^rai Counrit to tbe DtrECtOf*. dated .Bareli ^6, 1667, where 
BombAy prior te the cmion was described as ab open pJace 
Wherenn lived a few rorleigAUB And the rei.| nalSpeii that tmd nOl 
the Airengtb or cpurAMe tn witbitand a few imaU laiiAeljl sent by 
AFabl^bpt fledleAvIng Ihc pJnct to be pillaged And niinaled 
by fire arins^ 


* Eort df Morl^rauerh to Sir G, 03(«ndcn, Octobrr 8lli, 

■ ®*’^P*“** Mked Sir O. Oxenden's permission ID 

»]» ‘rwm at Surat; t.«l th« l>l|«r rrfuica for ^ar pf «i» inK 
offence to the Muj^h^ G;>t’emor of that iott's. Stele Papcn! 

‘ Sur>t Council to Uircctnrs^ April 6lh, i66]:-«<Tbe widiere 
00 An^ediv addict Ihemsclyes to nothing but drunkenness and 
Will not SOtnucIt osuke I be pains to build lhcm»elves sbrds or 

l«lh. Sir A. Shipinar msttlllBt the tile of AnKcdlv where 

we hwr he hath lost the greatest part of his men, it is Conceived, 
more by their ■nleaiperalenes*, iU^Uc t and want of bcintr «rcll- 

itorcd With than tbo matigntty of the air,* 

Mle k al*o alAtod lo have in October 1664, 
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had bKcn nomimtcd by the JaElcr \a his ivill as hiS 
successor. * Further dcsultor}' correspondence ensued, 
in consequence of the fact that Humphrey Cooke was not 
u j^rafa with cither the Portuguese or the English 

at Surat, " but eventuaJly the instrument of cession was 
despatched from Goa on the 17th Jsinuar}- and on 
the tSih February'of that year Humphrey Cooke ^*took 
himself personaliy possession and delivery of ihe ^aid 
island of IJombay after signing the instrument of 
possession in the manor-house of D, Ignez de Miranda, 
the Lady of the island. ^ 

Humphrey Cooke's first action after obtaining poijiNes- 
sion of the island was to lake a muster, at Str G* Oxen- 
den'^ request, of the remnant of Sir A. Shipman's forosif 
which had accompanied him to Bombay ^; and hh 
second was to endeavour to cancel the restrictions which 
the Portuguese had iitiposcd upon him by the articles 
of cession. In pursuance of their original policy the 
Portuguese not only declined to hand over Salsette, but 
they also declined to deliver up Mazagon. Parel, Varli, 
Sion, Dharavi and V^adala, which had clearly been 
considered a part of Bombay in the original treaty 
between the monarchies of Portugal and England, 
alleging that these Islands were dependencies of the 
more important island of Mahim and not of Bombay ® j 
and furtlier they Inserted clauses^ to which Cooke also 
agreed, whereby Portuguese boats ivere allowed to pass 
and re pass the island without paying any duty. ^ Cooke 
fell Into great disfav^onr both with the Government In 


* Di Cupba"^ Ofigia cf Poeabayp p* JSS-#* 

’ Sir Gi Oxenden wMta la nrfercnce to Cook^ im November 
3-4111, 166^ t am jifisrry to say he was ooce a pretender to S>e a 
titen^Ekint hinKeEL"' 

Por furthef pnnitEiiarSK ae# t*a Ctinhap Origin of Bombay, 
M. 461 ft The isJatid at ih* dat^ of the i:«siOTi beloD|fcd 10 
D. tjrciea ac Miranda, widow of Rodrigo de Sloti^ankCi as 
L^^^ly of the Manor. 

^ The ^urvivorti were one £n-liign, 4 Sergeanta, 6 Corporaia, 
4 Drummora nnd ^>7 Friva|f», a Provosl-rtiartbal], 3 Surgeoov and 
ft few Gnnoera. Stale Papera, Febrnaiy 35th, 

’ Ed wardpi^ * Riie nf Bombay. Da CorLba, Ortgm of Bombay, 

p. *65. 

* Downing, Coinpefidiaiiu Kialory of the Indian Warn 
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Engl^ind and with the Council o( Surat for ag:reeinig' to 
these restnctioiis and g'eneratly for slg'ning “ deroga¬ 
tory and unjust a convention ** [ but it probably occurred 
to him that he was (ikelyp by insistence upon the rull 
terms of the marriage-treatyp to prolong the negotiations 
indefinitely and might even be forced to return 
to an island the climate of which had already caused 
the death of a considerable number of bis com- 
patrlotSp and that under these circumstances it was 
better policy to lake Bombay with all the restrictions 
the Portuguese might impose and trust to cancelling 
ihem after he had the inland in his grasp. * Be this 
as It mayp Cooke at once s^et himself to counteract what 
King Charles JI styled *'thc manifest injustice of the 
capitulation'^ by seizing on the flimsiest pretexts the lands 
contiguous to the Island of Bombay proper, by imposing 
a duty upon aJ| Portuguese goodsp ^ by inviting native 
merchants to settle in Bombay,^ and by endeavouring to 
strengthen the garrison* Antonio de Mello dt Castro in 
a letter to the King of Portugal 5th January i666, re¬ 
marked During the last monsoon 1 informed your 
Majesty that 1 had handed over Bombay. Now I will 
relate to your Majesty what tiie English have done 
and are doing every day in Uie way of excesses. The 
first act of Mr. Humphrey, who is the Governor of 
that island and whom t knew in Lisbon as a grocer* 
was to take possession of the island of Mahim in spite 
of my protests* the Island being some distance from 
the island of Bombay, as your Majesty will see from 
the map I send herew^ith. Me argues that at low tide one 
can walk from one to the other, and if this is conceded 
your Majesty will be unable to defend the right to 
the oUicr northern islandsp as at low tide it is possible to 
go from Bombay to Balsettc* from BaJsette to Varag^o 
(Ban^gaon), so that in order not to lose the north, it will 
be necessary to defend Mahim. He has done more. He 
has obliged the Roman Catholics to take an oath, by 


1 Rise *r Batnhay. 

' Dowciiag'i^ Biatory of [ndian Wara. 

■ Dh CunhXp of Bombayp p. iSj, 
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which they openly deny the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Pontiff nnd Hc^d of the Chiircti. The inhabitants of the 
north would have taken up arms and driven out the 
English from thenccp if 1 had not had my suspicions and 
prevented theni^ by assuring them that your ^lajesty was 
actually in treaty about the purchase of Bombay* * And 
although the name of Humphrey Cooke appears in all 
these matters, an aw'ful heretic named Henry Car}', a 
great enemy of the Portuguese nation^ is the author of 
all these thIngSi J beliehowcveri that before your 
Majesty remedies this, the Dutch wifi drive those people 
thence^ as I am told they are preparing a large armada to 
besiege Bombay*"" While he thus irritated the Portu- 
guesep Cooke also fell foul of the Mughal Government 
and the factors at Surat. The former strongly objected to 
his overtures to native merchants^ ' were afraid of his 
manifest attempts to strengthen Bombayi and found a 
ready cause of offence in Cookers unauthorised seizure of 
one of their ships | while the latter could not brook his 
rough and ready style of correspondence and were alarmed 
at the accounts of his personal behaviour which reached 
them from Bombay** Humphrey Cooke/" they wrote 
to the Court of Directors on the rst January 16661 “gives 
us continual troubles in his daily importunities for moneyi 
to raise soldierSn forts and w'e know not what other hold 
designs, that we have been very weary w'ith answering 

^ D*l Canha, p- jfia. Th t Dutch aflchorcd at Sarat In ApnJ 

l6^p and Ttere reported to be about tn attack Bombay. Sub- 
sequently the Su ml Council wrote to Cooke that I hey had diacovcfCd 
“ over 4 glass of a wprtC with ihe Dutch" That tbe Dutch General 
RickJefTe von Coen a had pcnlponed his openktiops owing to the 
laletions! of Ihe season. 

* Armenian racrChfUlts were ftiiKmjf thooe invited by Cooke ta 
Bombay. He crfTered them ^'maoy privllcgea and imdlnnitieit 
amonirst the rest land to hoild Ihem worchousefl and dwelipnga, 
alao a church for tho service of God/* Sttmt Council to Cmartr 
tsl January [6^ 

* Surmt writing to Ihe Courl ifi January 1666 report* that "H. 

Cook ia little boiler than distractodp doing nothing peroo^llyp but 
keepi^ himsrtf mewed up in a chncnbor^ eatitiig owd dHti^ki ng okmO 
by himself, rmtn whence it is said he hath sot stirred nut above 
twice since he came oproi the ialoridt being full of rears and *ui|ii- 
ckms of everybody, t hat Our doctor and others that have talely seen 
him report that he hath brought himself se low in his body and 
become BO fretful and peovish that hath mode him not only eery 
craiy in body but in miod also." 
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his letters, and upon qur just denial of his unreasonatile 
demandji we have received such mdignities and oppro¬ 
brious terms to the great prejudice and dishonour of the 
Honorable Company and ourselves that ive ivant both 
words and leisure at present to express the in and hmi in 
his right colours." 


Coder these circufnstanccs the Crown decided to relieve 
Humphrey Cooke of bis duties and supersede him by Sir 
Gervase Lucas,who accordingly arrived in Bombay as 
Governor and Commander-m-Chief on the 5th November 
1666. Though Instructed, if he thought fit, to ofifer the 
post of Deputy Governor to Cooke^ Sir Gerv^ase Luoa.^ 
found matters in Bombay in so serious a condition that 
he not only could not offer him the post in questloit but 
WTis obliged to incarcerate him on a charge of extorting 
Rs. ta^Qoo from the inhabitants and of criminal mis¬ 
management of Sir A. Shipman^s estate^ ** Bombay 
island./* wrote Sir Gervm;e to Lord Arlington on the arst 
Match 1667, +*is for its magnitude cue of the most pba- 
sureable and profitable islands in India. The whole island 
IS an orto or place planted with trees which yield great 
profit. And if Mr. Cooke had not sullied Hii^ >fajesty^s 
Government by takmg bribes and as well indiscreetly as 
unjustly obstructed His Majesty's title to most of the best 
estates in the island, most of the mbabitants had by this 
time paid His Majesty"^ rentJ^ So for a brief space 
Humphrey Cooke disappears from history. In spite of 
the verdict which must be passed upon his intemal 
administration of Bombay, he surely deserves credit for 
inaugurating a policy of aggrandisement primarily 
designed to benefit English interests in Western India. 
Noiwilhstandmg the protests of Antonio de Mello dc 
Castro and Ignacio Sarmento de Sampaio,^ Cooke 
manapd to acquire the villages of Mahim, Stem, Dbaravi 
and Vudala. and had his action uph eld by a commission 

»erv*nti." Coortto SqrS?, m" rt »^ ^ ^ 


* Da Cunha, Origin uf Bombay, JC^|, 
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which Ideally appointed to decide between the claims 
of the Fortuj^uese and the English Crown in the matter of 
these area-s; js^othat by the time Sir Gervase Lucas arrivcdi 
Bombay included all the islands except Colaba and Old 
Woman's Island, which have been united Into thcmodeni 
Island of Bombay. 

Sir Gervase Lucas did noi live loo^ cnouj^h to Initiate any 
sweepinir alterations^ but his polity even during the short 
period of his governorship was In consonance with that 
of his predecessor and was designed to satlsiy Charles 1 Ts 
hope that Bombay would become ^Mhe floufishingeat 
port in India/' Before sailing from England he pointed 
Out the ruinous state of the Bombay fortifications and 
the need of a strocgcr garrison^ and was permitted by 
the Crown to take with him o reinforcement of 6o men 
kinder a lieutenant, together with a supply of clothes^ 
ammunition and stores, and a small vessel to be attached 
to the garrison " ; while after arrival he was responsible 
for confiscating on a charge of treason a largo tract of 
land in Bombay to w^hich the Jesuits' College at Bandora 
laid claim and which they had threatened to defend by 
loTce, ^ On Sir G, Lucas' death on the aist May i66yi 
the reins of Government were handed over to Captain 
Henry Gary who was serving at that lime as Deputy 
Governor. No sooner had the news become public than 
Humphrey Cooke, who had escaped from durance vitc 
and was living at Goa under Jesuit protection^ sent In a 
claim to Gary to succeed to the governorship. A good 
deal of correspondence ensued, which ended on the 
24th June 1667 in the following letter from Gary and his 
Council to Cooke We thought that the answer we 
sent you to your last by the same messenger had been 
&o civil and satisfactory that you would not put yourself 
and us lo the trouble of any more scribbling. * * * * * 
But finding our expectations deceived and again alarmed 
ivith another nonsenjitcal paper from you (for wc cannot 
term it either letter or epistle) we do by these r eturn o ur 

^ Edwnrdn' Riae ef Boenbay, p. 105+ !>* Cvtihai p. 

George Oxenden in a letter to Lerd ArirnglOn, dated a 4 th jMiiaip' 
l5£rj^ dcficrtbei Sir G. aj nmlling alt liexrts, rcilar^ing tw 

reveDDCja tif Oumhuy und finding Out mjiny royalfieR which Md 
been purloined from the Crown. 
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sense unto you of your unwurr^ntabk and foolish prcK 
ceedin^s. We do every one of us particularly as well 
as generally protest against you, Humphrey Cooke 
(according to our botinden duty which wc do understand 
better than you do yours) as a Rebel and Traitor,"'^ 
Smarting under a sense of defeat and urged on by the 
Portuguese who saw in him a suitable agent for annoy¬ 
ing the English in Bombayp Humphrey' Cooke voyaged 
up to Sandora, where with the help of the JesuiU he 
endeavoured to attack Horn bay. Eor a time matters 
looked serious, as the Jesuit emissaries had worked 
upon the mind of the native population^ ■ But the 
Bombay Council managed to hold their own ; and at 
length Cooke^ fearing to be arrested as a traitor and 
finding the Portuguese ill-prepared for a strugglep 
departed to Bassein and died soon afterwards in a 
monaster)^ belonging to the Order of Jesus in Salsette. * 
Meanwhile Cary had not been idle. He raised the 
general revenues of the island by 5,314^ Xcraphins to 
;f 6p 490-17^9 sterling, the tavern dues fci[cisc) from Xs. 41x1 
to Xs. a,400, the tobacco farm receipts from Xs- 6,000 
to Xs. 9,560, and customs receipts from Xis* 4,100 to 
X-S. tB,otx} * \ he enlarged the land-forces by enrolling 


^ sute ]»|M=rs. Bembay Gazetteer MaleriaLi, Appw It, 

aarcud^n on OecomW nih, 
wronger* of H|9 Majealy^H rights 
here ha\e beta Elio JesEiiu who have not spared for sweat or 

^Mfaira, ^dcavouring to divide 

i‘SS!r£w 3 vg^"|B 

hArd«n«t by thejf inspetoDua 'i. ®"' 

brelbmi of Iho Orttr rf **'* “*'*^“*^ among tbe cowled 

i«6no’fh^elrr“ciL^M lid 

menrioned above w« added Ibe rcvedce^f aiTSI^oSi bX^y 
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*^150 rsew DcccanS^ in consequence of Dutch alarfru 
and '* mountingf the artillory on subsLaxitial catria^cs t 
he Improved the fortifications : and ho kept so hraichfuf 
an eye upon Lhe machinations of the Portuguese that the 
triumvirate of gentlemen who were carrj'ing out the 
duties of the Viceroy at Gon in January 1670, des¬ 
cribed him as **verj' astute and an enemy of the 
Portuguese nation.'’ * The chief source of frictio-n with 
die Portuguese concerned the port-dues which the Porlu* 
gnese levied on Bombay boats at their own ports and 
which they declined to pay for their own boats at Bombay. 
These dues were generally csccessive. Humphrey Cooke 
had been forced to put soldiers on board to resist the levy 
of a ] a per cent, duty imposed upon merchandize and pro¬ 
visions brought by Bombay boats from mainland ports; ^ 
Sir G* Lucas had had great trouble with the Portuguese 
at Mahim bandar; and Henry Gary likewise fought for 
recognition of the right of Bombay vessels to exemption 
from due^ at Portuguese ports^^ But he was unable to 
effect any amelioration of existing tradc-canditinns; and 
he also alienated the council at Suntt by granting passei^ 
in the king's name to native vessels^ which the Cornpany's 
agents considered an infringement of their prerogatives.^ 

The system of independent granting of navigating 
passes, the private trading in w hich the Crown represen¬ 
tatives in Bombay [ndulgcdp and ihe hostHitics which 
the latter provoked with Native powers f chiefly the 
Mughal government) and For which the East India Com* 
pany were held responsible by those powerSp caused end^ 
less friction between the Surat factors and the king's 
agents in the island and eventually led to the transfer 


ta the Jeitiilsand ForlugueM itibAhilants of Bandura^ which Sir 
Gp Lticas had coniscated. This reveM^ue Xs. 20,41^-^, 

30 refl ptr annum, [ij Keraphlnjwsjj/^ sterling 

*^Tht garrtion number^ 53 English and 185 meri in alh 
InclH 4 ing French^ DecanniSi nnd PortugLiesD. There Were 16 
honca in the atabIcK ** prudentiaily deaign^^d by Sir G, LocBa for 
th e entertaining of corn^^iHHidence from Ih e seieml Mrta of lhe 
iAland up 6 n aceasion,'' Th^ European troops coit £336-3-0 per 
mensem. [Gary lo lord Arlington! 13 th December, 1667]- iwe 
Da Cunha^ p, 3710, 

■ Edwarde^*" Rise of Bombay- Tmtadoa, 1 II. p. t * 5 ^ 

* Da Conha^ p. 373. 
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of Bombay froR] the Crown to the Compiiny under a Royal 
Charter, dated March ay, 1668, which specified that the 
Port and Island of Bombay were to be held *' in free and 
common soccage, as of the manor of East Greenwich," at 
a farm rent of ^ 10, payable on the ijoth September in 
eachyear.> The copy of the charter and a warrant from 
the king to Sir George Oxenden arrived on ist September 
1668, and two days later the Surat Council held o meeting 
and decided to depute Mr. Johii Goodier, Captain Young 
and Mr, Streynsham Masters as Commissioners to take 
delivery of the island from Captain Gary.' The Commis¬ 
sioners reached Bombay on the aist September 1668, and 
handed the king’* warrant to Captain Gary; and after a 
da,y spent in preparation for the ceremony, landed with 
militar) honours on Wednesday the s3rd,J Thus Sir 
George Osendcti, as President of Surat, became the 
first Governor of Bombay under the regime of the East 
India Company, and up to the date ol his death at Surat 
(14th July 1669) endeavoured through his delegates to 
carry out the policy of the Court of Directors, vrhich 
aimed at encouraging trade in all possible directions, cn- 
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couTajg’ing^ people of all cl^ssolo ^etite on the isl^ndi 
tendering* Bombay proof against all attack.^ In pur¬ 
suance of these objects the Court of Directors despatched 
several jsoldicrs and artificerii to Boitibay in ordered 

the construction of a custom-housep warehouse and 
quay and appointed a chaplain on j£ lOO a year with an 
assistant chaplain on 60* who was also to be aster 
of a free schoor* on the island; while the local authorities 
indented upon England for a Judge-Advocate to decide 
** causes of and Itiuta among the litigious inhabi- 

(an is of the islandcommenced building the foriifi cation s^ 
began purchasing land in the vicinity of the Fortp and 
placed the defences of the island on a better footing,^ tn 
spite however of orders both from ibc Court of Directors 
and the Surat Council the progress of the island was to 
some extent jeopardised by the behaviour of the Deputy 
Govern or, Coptaii^ Young, who had eventually to be re¬ 
moved from his post For gross misconduct; while the 
climate had already begun to acquire the terrible notoriety 
which justilied Ovington in describing Bombay at the close 
of the 17th century as nought but a charnel-house^ ^ 
The progress of Bombay did not indeed assume very 
definite proportions until Mr. Gerald Aungieri that 


* EdTcames' Rir* of Bumbfty. Bewnbay Gasettefr MatcriaJsp 

xxvh I. .^pp. ir.p 

’ ftKo dcsipiuched Efigliiih woinisn let Bombay iirJth » 

view to ie crease the BnEliih peprilatien^h rererring 1 0 I hem as 
follows tn li letter of Asijfuai 24. iS«>8:—*■ And for auch Single 
women or maids b3 shall now come unto yoii we order that if they 
desire it an 4 do not otherwise dispO?^e of IhemseLVes by Tnarrtajfe 
to Englishmen Hml then for Ofie year after ihcir arri^'al they shall 
have vieluaJs nt oar charse wilh One s^wit ef wearitig auch 

M shall be eon veaient according to the fashion of the cesniry* 
during which time they are to be employed in Ovr senrtec as yon 
shah order and Ihink nt, by! nol le be employed in planUngj and 
we do not coasenl that I he Mwd Engl ish W'nmwr or maidea be 
permitted to mwry any olher peopte but Ihoae of Cur ewn ?fltl-on 
or iuch ethers aa are Pnoleatafits and upon Eheirmarriage id free. 

* Ed warden' Rise of Bombay, p. 107- Letter from Bombay 

Commis-siorirerti to Sbf» 1!» October 3®* l6b8-- Bombay fJ^Uly 
Governor and Ccanrit to Stfrat, ainreli 17, 1^69. The amall Forts 
at Maaagonn Mahim and Vafli were also auppiied with 

cannon. Da Cuhna, Pd 

* Writing on OctobeT 30, t66S« the ComitU^kinKs at Bonrbay 
n&ked for some "Shirak wine to encouraj^e Our water by the 
badness whereor iind th e maliKnity of the atr wO have bad dlvm 
sick*" They further demnnded medicines, jankulmrly^-mamalcd 
of Bttssora for the flua, the epidemical disease of this place. 
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chivalric intrepid iii3.ri who dared a not potent spirit 
in \hc Dutch Commodore Van Gocn beotme President 
of Surat and Gov^ernor of Bombay in July 1669. In 
January of the foil owing- year he arrived in Born bay from 
Surat an dp after inveatig-ating^ the accusations against 
Captain Youngj he promulgated the Company's regular 
tions for the civil and military administration of the 
islandp giving the people a taste of the CompanyV 
justice by the trial of severaJ ca^s to their great satisfac¬ 
tion.^ ^ In February Mr, Aungier returned to Surat 
leaving behind him as Deputy Cover nor of Bombay Mr. 
Mathew Gray, who was shortly afterwards succeeded by 
Mn Gyffcrd on a salary of £120 a year, » Aungier did 
not return to Bombay until June y^hp in consequence 
probably of the general political out-look. The Marathas 
were at this date making constant petty attacks upon 
which rendered trading somewhat precarious^ 
while the Mughat Governor did his best to hinder the 
President leaving Surat, ostensibly on the grounds that 
enemies might take advantage of his absence in Bombay 
to undermme the Company's trade-in teres but really 

because he feared that removal to Bo in bay would cause 
an Immediate decline in the general prosperity of the 
Gujarat port.a By the middle of 16711 hpweverp internal 
troubles and the covetous eicactions of the Mughar" 
had convinced Aungier of the need of moving the 
Company s headquarters from Surat to Bombay, w hile 
continual disorders in Bombay arising from tlic uiiruli- 
of the troops and a considerable influx of w-eavers 
an other immigrants impressed upon him the need of 
(^rsocally residing in the island and laying down the 
mes D its future progress. * * Accordingly EcUing sml 
rrom Surat, he arrived in Bombay on the 7th June, after 
near y losing his life in a violent stormp* and at once 


* SurAt Cciiecilto [:^r«ctOn, March jd, jgjp* 

* DSj-ectora to Sujal Counidt, August ix, 1^0. 


■-op-™"" ■■■I mVjfVrn 

Surmt Coimeilto Februrya* l 67 i. 

* Bombay Couneil tn Direct^n, Jone (4, t6jj* 

•one hii hmoarmt>]« mmtttn.'* D* Cgnba, p,^ hwgrd. tD 
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proceeded to dc^il with the more urg;eilt requirements of 
the island. The disorderi^ iimon^ the military' forces were 
quashed; the English law was publicly IntT&duced in 
supersession of Portuguese custom ^ a Court of Judicature 
was esiablishedp Mr, George Wilcox feeing appointed 
Judge in August 167a ; * * u town was lined out on that 
parcel of ground which lieth over against the present 
Fort a mole was staked out capable of berth lag 
ao ships of three or four hundred tons; * and finally 
the famous Convention was prornulgatcd which pul 
an end to the long-standing disputes between the 
Company aiui the Portuguese landholders in regard to 
the ownership of laud in the island and enabled the Com¬ 
pany to pursue unhindered thcar policy of colon] nation 
Other innovations of more or less importance were the 
establishment of a Mint, the improvement oFthc fortifica- 
tious* * the building of a small hospital the institution of 
trading privileges for certain corporations, the creation 
of paneJiaya/s or castc-councils for the various native 
communities, the opening of a printing press, the build¬ 
ing of houses^ and the importation of English women 


^ Edwardrs' Rise of HamiltOE/s Accuutil- of I he Ea»t 

indie* (1744)- ** Ho (Auni^cr) hroegbl the face of JusLice to be 

Utivetlcd.* 

' Bombay CooneU to j oLb July 

* Fiir further deiails, sec Edwardei' Rise qf HeimbBiy,pp. tog-t lOp 
and the chapter on lA:niJ ndmin eS I ration below. One of the m^ t 
importani clauses of the Coti vent ion signified that '"in regard to 
the lilUe iaJe CoEiO (Colaha| reaclii tig from the outer point weit- 
wardly or the iftle lo the Pakhadl or parisli called Polo f Apollo) 
will he of great use to the Honorable Company, in the good design 
whkh they have for the lecu^ty and defence of ihl* whole itk, U 
ii hereby agreed that il ahaJl be totally and who% rtoerved for the 
U*e of the oaid Company, they moki ng s-ueb reanonable MU iifaetion 
to the peraonii interested therein mm hcncafter [s evpf%*Kd.'* Jn 
this way the |aat of Ihe eriginal y ialendEt of Bombay wa* laken 
into Britiih posscaaiou, Bombay had by this lime become 
famoiM as an aiylum for all mcn-^ A Raja from the mainland 
asked leave to set lie and bec ome the Cempany^s aubjectp bul an 
ambiguous anitwer wa^ sent to him for fear of annoying Shivaji, 
(Bombay Council to DimclOrfi, i3th J»ly 

* Aungier ad the endosing of the whole town frooi Dongri 
Id Mend barn's t’oirit* Thii rejected hI the time and was jSnb- 
^i«Ully carried, out by Goveriiof Chorlei Boone. Hamilton'* 
East Indies (1744)1 

* The Director in 1675 ™ied that anyone might hatldon a 
lease Tor a period not Cxce^ing bi years at a moderate quit-rCnl 
payable half-yearly. Arrears of salaries due lo the t^mpAny'^i^ 
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who might, be piamed to the tradetif and setters of thetr 
own race.' 


can while thi^ political outlook was fnr from promis- 
ing- Fear of attack by the Dutch and French was rife in 

1672 ; the Portuguese prevented the Tree access of Bom¬ 
bay ships to Thana and Karauja s and by the close of 

1673 the Sidi Admiral of the Mughul was ** committing 
great Insolence on the Island Pntekas (Butcher^s Island) 
and this town (&ombay)» stealing cattle and voting and 
robbing the poor peopleThe Court of Directors 
writing in July^ [^7^i informed their representatives in 
Irtdb of a great English victory^ over the Dutch, which 
temporarily calmed Aungier^s fears and was made the 
occasion of a public thanksghung in Bombay on St. 
Stephen's dayp 1672. "The ihatiksgivingv* wrote the 
Bombay Council, ** was not only held by ourselves but in 
all the Portuguese churches with much alacrity and ex-^ 
pressions of Joy, and for that the hearts of the Forlu- 
guesc. Banians and others of this island were much de¬ 
jected by rcosdn of the w ar and aJfrlghted with the noise 
of 21 Sail of Dutch ships coming against usp w'e thought 
good to rouse and cheer up their spirits with a public 
show\ ^ our Governor and Council marching in the even¬ 
ing of the Thanksgiving Day with the two companies of 
garrison soldiers and tw'o compauies of the militia with 
colours Hying* drums and trumpets (for by good fortune 
we have met w'lth two German trumpeters w'hich ran 
aivny from the Portuguese and are noiv entertained m 


expended in building houaKi and 
sen^aiiU not evctituaUy leaera^ 

ini».^i^a of I he &>mpany. (Directors lo Surat , ^a rch 5, 167^ ] 

^ Ctiimcil wntiitfc •*> Bombay oo the tSUi 

name te «ive thorn sll 7“** HonOnrahle CDmpoay'a 

K.“,W.'S'£13 •■^"5 ~ 

' A diet allowance w&;granted to those 

January 


’ Bombay Council loSum, Oct. *3, J^yj. 
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your service). In this posture ive rnurcbed quite throug^h 
the towop abcut 6oq m^n In arins^ the Portuguese, Moors^ 
Banians and Gentus and Others crying: out as we passed 
God save the King and the Honorable Cornpany/^ 
The day ended with tJie distribution to the poor of 
'* * thirty rupees in pice and bujruks ■' and of two bulls of 
arrack to the rullitia and soldiers, and with the firing: of 
salvoes and the lighting' of a large bonfire." But the 
traoquiItity engendered by :his victory was but lempprary: 
for on the aoth February 1673 ^ Dutch fleet under Rick- 
loffe van Goen arrived in the hope of taking Bombay by 
surprise. According to Orme, Aungter cKcried hlrnself 
on Ibis occasion "‘ w ith the calmness of a philosopher and 
the courage of a centurion.’^ The Dutch Commodore, 
discovering to his annoyaz^ce that heavy ordnance had 
already been mounied on the fortilicadon^ and that three 
war-vcssels were lying in the harbour^ moved up the we#t* 
cm side of the island and prepared for a de.scent upon the 
Mnhirn creek. Aungier at once marched up to Mahim 
and made a hostile demonstration ; whereupon the Dutch 
with 6,000 men on board sheered off, and after hovering 
for some time between Bombay and Surat disappeared 
altogether, j Shortly afterwards (17th February-1674J the 
treaty of Westminister iva-S concluded between England 
and Holland, which relieved the British settlements in 
Western India of further apprehension. 

In Sepfemberp 1675, Aungier returned to Surat, 
leaving Bombay far more prosperous than at the time 
of his fir^t visit* His task had proved by no means 
easy ; for in 1674 the English troops mutinied on the 
question of pay and previsions Sambal the Sidi 

" Boidbfty Council to Dirccton, 6tli E&73* 

* E 4 wArtJ»' Rist« of p. 114. Ua Cimhii, 3^ 

HuoiiEton wrUcft In hii aocoiml of the Eaal Indici t—In the yemr 

the PuEch Bait India Company having an eyfl on Bombay 
^nt a aiquadron of^hipa with a Itule army Id tiy If they cauid imlw 
It tnamdoRiit Lhcir other COnquHtH of India ; but on thoir landing, 
met with *0 warm a reecptlan that they were giad lo get off wiUi 
the los-s of l«o or three haetdred of their men.'” 

* Brucf^if Annals, H# Ai’iderson, English in W. India, p 

* Bombay Council writing to Dlrciztora In Aug^ 1674, described 

the mutin Mrfl as ■ + dangerous bJoody vlllema ” and a Lated tituU 
the two ring leaden had been Ordered *" to throw dice on. a 
drumhead Under |hc gallowe and the Loter to die/' 
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aiichorcil at Maiia^n duHog the monsoon of the same 
year and caused much annoyance to the people ; ' and 
the Portuguese continued to harass British trade. 
“During my slay here (Bomhay), *'wrote Aungier to 
the Deputy Governor.* “ J have found odd neighbours 
to deal with ; the jealous and envious Portuguese have 
endeavoured all that lay in their power to obstruct our 
jClilemcDt ; the Governor of Surat hath not been rvani- 
ing also to use his policy to uodermine us ; and Sidi 
Sambal with his fleet hath been no small impediment.] 
The Dutch with their powerful fleet designed to have 
swallowed us up ; but blessed be God who hath hitherio 
preserved us and rendered nil their evil designs ad¬ 
vantageous. Sevsjee only hath proved and that for bis 
own interest sake our fairest friend and noblest enemy. 
You must expect to encounter many ill olfences from the 
Portuguese, especially in the pass of Karanja, as I h.ive 
done : hut you must not yield in the least to them,*' In 
spite of political troubles, in spite of the fact that he had 
drawn no salary whatever for four years,^ Aungier 
held firmly and conscientiously upon his road, and a 
the hour of His death in Surat on the 30th June 1677 was 
able to bequeath to his successor an island far more 
populous, more strongly fortified, better governed than 
it had been in 1668 and bearing within it the .seed.4 
of administrative, commercial and social expansion. * 


] BomiMy CoDnCil lo Pirntam, Augusl 20, 

' Annjficr le Depely-Govcmer, Seel. 38, i6rc, 

• See Bruce's Annals. [|, 53. 

« *Ihl* Direcleni on Januarv ic. iSji «- 
marto U.*t hr ha, drawn uo talary- for four ycaman^ law'bad 

ot?Sri,U French an^Portugu™ 

» single pi« of the 

•nlKhfbe'^Armitied 

ptpeT^ *Captijn» payaa inehaT-eefa Forr Slate 



J. AcMiu.l’'tha, "these three 

dSiTv‘'ti* A T ‘ frieSsh> “ “ 

<iady study lo adsance the Con.p«ny'a imerest 

safety eflhe people under him." 


ktp, and docp 
and ihc ^odii 






HlSTOflV, 


6 S 


The hiitoo* of this the carlJt-st period of Brltwh dominion 
may fitly conclude with the following extracts from a 
letter written by Aunglcr and his Council to the Court 
of Directors on the tsth December 1&73. which gives a 
foil dcscripiloa of Bombay at that date and forms a 
complement to Dr» John Fryer's graphic account of the 
island.' 

" Bombay is made by the inroads of the sea into four 
small islands, passable at low water, (t) Colleo or Old 
Woman’s Island, (a) the Palmcro grove of Bombay, the 
town of Masagon, Panel. Matunga, Sion and D.irovee 
[Dharavi), (3) the Cassabom fKashtiJ or Palmcro wood of 
Mahim, {4) the hilly island of Veroly (VarliJ. The sea 
hath eati^n up ahout one-tbird of the Islandn 

first inlermission of the rains in Mayor 
June and after their total ceflsiing in OctoNr the air and 
water are a 11 wholesome by reason of the crude pcstiferouj^ 
vapours exhaled by the violent heat of the sun into ihe 
aire and vermin created in tJie wells and tanks which 
renders these tnomhs most sickly to the inhabilnnis aud 
especially lo liuropeans- 

All the land is employed in rice and cocoamuts : but 
it producelh all sorii; of trees for timber and fruit, all 
-sorts of planiSp roots and vegetables necessary for the 
use of man for suster,ance, hcallhi pleasure or profit. 
We have experimented by a garden raised this year near 
the Castle, the produce whereof doth sufficiently evidence 
the fruitfulness of the soiL 

"The town js divided mto the two small shires of 
Bombay and Mahim^ The Former contains the island 
Colleo, the towns of Bombay, Managen and ParcJI, with 
the several parTshe.^ of Pulto {Apollo), Deirao t?), Oregon 
{Girgaiim), VaU and Mochem (?). The shire of ^lahim 
contains Mahim^ -Siont Daravee and V^erlce with the 
several parishes of Sal vacaon, St. Michael, etc*, precincts. 

^*The English are employcd in trade and in the militiru 
the Homan Catholic Christians chiefly in planting the 
ground, some few in trader and too many of them n-s 


^ New Account of Eul India And Forshl by Dr. Fryer, Ladder,, 
*'®9Sp ^iloied Iei Ed w^rdcs* kise of &oEELhay.p 
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^IdicrH in your g^rri^on for puro xvant of Engflisih pro- 
tesstant^ to keep watch and defend the isplnnd^ 

**Tbc Moorsi have several and castesp They 

are not very numerous as yet^ hut sensibly increased. 
Some few old inhabitants are employed in the lands and 
others do buy possessions. Most are employed in trade^ 
supplying the island with provisions, g'oing to sea In 
ships and other vessels as lascars or marines^ haber^ 
dashers of small ivares^ weavers, tailors, bakers, smiths 
and other handicrarts very useful and indispensably 
necessary to the Island, The Moors have two pfacen 
of worships one at Bombay, the other at Mahtm^ The 
latter ii^ the tomb of one of their famous saints there 
buried, much frequented fn the month of October by 
piJg'dmages made thereunto* 

‘*Thv Jentues Gentus^ Gentiles or Ifindnsj com¬ 
prise Banyans (ail traders and brokers)+ Brahman (priests 
and traders)p Purvoos (Prabhus) (farmers of land :ixid 
reat-rcceiversjp Sinays (ShenvlsJ (cultivators and traders)p 
Bandareeas (Bhandaris) (Toddy distilling and maklngf 
of Arrack called Phdole Rack (Mhawra spit it), yielding 
a considerable revenue. They are also ^ood soldierSH 
stout, faithful and lovers of the English] j Corambeens 
(Kunbls) (tillers and mowers ot landsp well the rice 
as the cocoa-nutsand the Cootys (Kolis) (general frsher- 
maii ot the island, yielding* a good revenue to the Com¬ 
pany and other usehil and Indispensable services ; these 
are a*; it sverc the Company's slaves, hardy, unweaned 
labourers and lovers of the English ; the better sort 
engage in trade and grow rich). 

Also Percces (Parsls)^ an Industrious people and 
ingenious in trade, wherein they totally employ them¬ 
selves, There are at present few of them, but we 
expect a greater number having gratified them In their 
desire to build a burying place for their dead on the 
island. 

Alf provisions and sustenance are procurable at 
Bombay, all sorts of corn and frrnin, beef, moUon, %ea!, 
Iamb, pork, hens, ducks, geest, fish, etc. Most of these 
are brought from the main land, Ou'lng to increase of 
population the price of provisions bns doubled. 
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"The three chief breaches are al Mahalakshini^ 
between Worli and Ma.him, and between Mahim and 
Dbaravee.* 

Befdre the Etig;lish came tbc trade was only In 
cocoa-nuts and cairo (coir). Now llse country- mer-^ 
chants drive a trade with Surat, Broacin Cambay 

and GoifOi anti also to DabuH, Kelsey, Rajapore and 
Goa, to Mocha, Persia^ Scindai Hussdra, In saJt, cocoa- 
iiLjts, Cairo, bctcl-nut, rice, elephants leeili (from 
^foj:amb]que)p broad-cloth, tead^ sword-blades and some 
other Europe goods- l*ast year we disposed m Bombay 
of 6oo pieces of broad cloth, jpooo maundjs of lend, all the 
perpetuancs and serg^es, nnd all the sword^blades. The 
trade by sea and land is interrupted by the ^fughal and 
Sevajee^s fleets and armies^ We are tiy-ing to open trade 
with Tuncer (Junnar?!, Orungabad, Raybag, Hubily, Vi- 
zapore; with Mocha^ Pershi, Bussorat Scinda and Fatanp 
the Maldives and Malabzir const s whence we shall get 
myrrh, aloes, olibanum, cohoseedj^ tinkaUt iiena+ red 
earth, carminia wool, pertchock, skins, corryes, pepper 
and cardamoms and other goods proper for Europe and 
the South Seas. 

Small lines or parapets and gaard-hauses have been 
raised at Mahim and Sion. We intend also to sink in 
the fords of Mabim nnd Sion quantities of sharp L-raged 
stones, some pieces of old timber stuck with spikes and 
nailes and to have a good number of crows' feel and 
spike-halls in readJiicss to gall cither horse or foot that 
shall endeavour to pass those fords. 

*“ The Cattle of Bombay lies upon a neck of land be¬ 
tween two bays ; n quadrnngiiLar Fort whereof three 
points command the port and ihe tw^o small bays» the 
fourth W'ith two of the others commands the town and 
the plain before the castle^ It Is of small ctrcumfcin^nce 
and irregularly built, oiving to the Lgnaraiice of the en¬ 
gineers. The landward wall Is 27 feet high and 35 feet 

* Aunifier appointed 15 CcMnifiUaierurr* lO sHney breaeheh 
ftnd draw up an. pstirttatr for vtopping tjiem* Hr. Gr*y and 
Captain ShaxtoQ delertn'ined io rectalui xer«^ frdtxi the sea i 
hul the Sidi flevE auddenly anebunfd at ^faj^olll^a and presented 
labourers epming (Aungirr to Court-) 
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bread, coi’tslslinig^ of art puter and iilrtcr wall of stone 
aod termpliene of (?arth i the two seaward platforms are 
20 feet higli and 42 feet broad, to carry 36 ordnance 
besides those on the bastions. Three bastions are 
finishedt mounted wtth 50 pieces of ordnance : the 
seaward bastion is incomplete. The potvder rooms 
inside will coiit^iin two thousand barrels of powder^ 

* Mil the middle of I he fort is the {jOvcrnor*s house 
built formerly by the Portug'als, but was burned by ibe 
Arabs of Muscat when they surprized and took the island 
from the Foriugnise in tb6r, so that when ihc Ea^rij^h took 
possession of the island there was little more than the 
walls left- But since it came into the Company's band$ 
It hath been much repaired l the front is fair and beautiful 
enough, hut the rooms within are not so well contrh'^d 
aji w'e could wish either for lodging or other accommotla- 
lion. Vci by degrees we are endeavouring to render it 
more and more capacious. Coder ttie walls are rara^d 
lodging!* for the soldiers w'ith the corps on guard. 

A large spring or tank lies 100 paces outside the 
wall which the Engineers ought to have Included. Jn- 
stead (hey were obliged to build a new tank. There Is 
no ditch or moat; but a fausLe-bray has been raised 
twenty feet from the wall outside the castle and iwo 
home-works. 

^*The great bay or port is certainly the fnirest. largci^t 
and securest in all these parts of Indict where a hundred 
sail of tail ships may ride all the year safe w ith good 
moorage* In the small bay to the north of the castle 
ships of 400 tons have been haled ashore to repair, t here 
being 15 foot of w ater at the springs : but this bay hath 
been spoiled by thc*^e who built the fort, w'ho broke ofT 
the rocks which kept off the violence of the sea ."itid 
carried away the stones tu ihe fort. We arc casting 
more stones to keep oflf the sea and secure the ships* In 
the lesser bay to northward of the fort ships of 300 tons 
may be haled ashore. At Mazagon ships of 300 tons may 
be baled ashore ; also at a place called Drumgo {?} there 
is an excellent bay where $0 sail of 200 tons each may 
winter and repair safely* For small frigates, gorals and 
other vessels there are very many places. 
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** The Fresidcnt supervises alt Foreigfu and domestic 
matters and all trade^ The Deputy Govern or has charge 
of treasury^ militiap j^arrison and public ^vorks» The 
DccoutiLaot keeps accounts under garrison, fortifications^ 
shippiog^ bandars^ buildingi house-keeping, and super- 
%'ises military stores. The ftltcrney-aHsiw* Juniies AdamSj 
looks after the Company^iS revenues and laiuls and de¬ 
fends the action and rights of Government before tha 
laiv \ he acts as a preventive-officer and storekeeper 
to the garrison. The warehouse keeper takes charge 
of all goo'ds raceiv'cd and sold, and has to take steps for 
increasing the Indigenous trade. The Judge hears all 
suit* and has charge of the register for probate of Avills, 
etc- AH these are in Council * which meets Monday. 
W'ednesday and Friday every xveek from S a.m. to is 
at the toll of the Castle bclL Francis Dny acts as Secre* 
tary to the CoiinciL 

** The Court of Judicature is held in a room near the 
Fort^ and two justices of the peace sit with the judge. 
There are two ttay.'i a week for civil suits and one day a 
flic nth for crimimd mauers. 

There are tivo garriNon companies ol *CJ0 uieu 
apiece- Of these one hundred are empiloyed m the Com¬ 
pany's frigates t the rest so bands of 75 each garrison 
the castle In lurni The guard is relieved every morniiig 
and trained^ There are also three companies of militia! 
one at Bombay, one at Mahim and one at MaKagotip 
consisting of Portuguese black Christians. More cor- 
fidence can be placed In the Moors, Bandureens and 
Genius than lo them, because the latter arc more cou- 
^ mgeous and show affection and goodwill to the Englifh 
Government, These companies are exercised once a 
aionth at least and serv'e as night-watches against stir* 
prise and robbery. 

The revenue of the island is 70,000 xeraphins. The 
Portuguese still claim the Colliarys (Koliwadas ?) or 
right of fishing in the open bays of Bombay + -Ma^egonT 

^ The Dirtctorsi wHllna m Surat On ^larvh 8lh, 167$, ord«*d 
thil the Gubneit ^hnvld be composed only of Factors, ts the 
MUitury be subordinate 10 the Civil power- The factor 
writen irci*e to be tmlned to the use cf nrm^i, the Dutch did in 
their ft&clories-. 




70 


ftOWBAV CITY GakETTEEH. 


Veroly (Varli) and Parcl. The people of who 

fled at the approach of the Dutch fleet have relumed to 
the numher of jo.ocw. Their houses and lands have 
been restored to fhem ; but Alvaro Ptres (de Tavora} 
refused to rettirn and intrigued with the French, Bassein 
and Goa. He has ihereFore been declared unfit to sen^e 
again on the island, .md hi* estate has been temporarily 
panted to hi^ mother in 

On the 3oih June 1677 the Council at Surat wrote as 
follows to Bombay h hath pleased God to our 
great sorrow after a tedious sickness to take out of this 
life our worthy President, Gerald Aungier, who died this 
morning between four and five of the clock of which ive 
thought good to give you this timely notice that you 
might prevent all innovations or disturbances upon the 
island,” to which the Bombay Council, acknowledging 
the receipt of ihe letters, replied We cannot rightly 
express the reality of the grief we conceived at the 
perusal of the depiorable news of the death of our late 
noble President. Multiplicity of words may multiply 

the sense of our loss, but cannot depaint Its greatnes.* 

and the knowledge we have of the true worth and inte¬ 
grity ofhis successor, and It shall be our continual pmver 
for a blessing on your great affairs,“i For a brief space 
a ter Aungier's death Henry Oxinden was at the head of 
the Government of Bombay, but was succeeded soon 
erwar y Mr, Thomas Rolt, who assumed the 
pompous title of ” Governor of Bombay, President of 
1 ' tu™ yielded place 

undlt* f ‘r" 'f®' ^ir John Child, w-ho 

a adm.mslered the affairs of the island until his 
death m iS gg- During the follow ing four year* 

was sueceeded in turn hv ' ?.* “P ^when he 

Weldon, Who mnrrirf SiJ 

SwnislDi, died in B™bav"in Af?r’Vhr'‘d"‘'f 

Aungier the Court decided Ihit on IVd^ih *** 

President, h« »«™sor%h™ld hi4 dpl»rtwre of the 
£300 H VcRi*. The ni.\arv of ih^ Agent uid Sibaulil draw 

to £170 m ytar,^ ^ ^Titiiy^Cidvemor of Bombiy wa» 
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Mr- Biiritiolem^xv Harris held the reins of Govern¬ 
ment find wsLs ijiucceeded by Sir John Gayar+ who ruled 
at Bombay with the revised title of General uulU 1704/ 

The i^oveninrship of each of these four gentlemen was. 
mark^sd by intcttia) and external troubles of no mean 
rnat^nitiidei which for the lime beln^ resulted In the 
almost total eclipse of the island'?; prosperity- **The 
last quarter of the 17th century was not only devoid of 
any great achievement or of any appreciable progress in 
manners and moralSi'* * wrote Dr. Da Cunha, ** but waa 
on the contrary a witness to sedition* strife, immoralitVi 
unhealthiness and anarchy at home* and invasion^ piracy 
and arrogance abroad.^" ’ The dangerous climatic con¬ 
dition of the island had already been reported by Auugier 
to the Court of Directors in connection with serious 
mortAlity among the English troops \ and by 1689, when 
the Reverend John Ovingtoii arrived in Bombay, "*one 
of the pleasantest spots in tndia seemed no more than a 
parish graveyard/^ Of the twenty-four passengers who 
sailed xvilh him, txventy died before the rains ended* and 
fifteen of the ship^s crew ako- Overcome with horror of 
the island the Chaplain wrote :—*' the ancients gave 

the epithet of fortunate to some islands in the West, 
because of their delightfiilncss and health* jioihc moderns 
may hi opposition to them denominate Bombn'iy the un¬ 
fortunate one in the Eajstp because of the antipathy it 
bears to those two t|ualitie3 t and added that the Island 
was nought but a charnekbouse* in which two mu- 
soons were the age of a man-*'-^ The chief diseases w'efcp 
according to Fryer* fluxes, dropi^y* scurvyt l^arblers of 
loss of the use of hands and feet, gout, stone, malignant 
and putrid fevers'* and a disease named ** mordkheen 
by the Fortugueset which w^as extremely prevaleot.^ 
Betxveen t686 and also, there was a severe out* 

^ See Appen-dk L at the end of the chapter- 

' Da CunhA, 

* Ovk-nirlon'^ Veyiige. 

^ Afordiihf^n It a Porlrtguese corruption of the MarathS 
derived from {to breal^h in nltniic^ to the-wvert intemeJ 

XgOny cAhshJ by the disease- lE Wai fltici called hy ihePorlugiie*^ 
nterx/^-Ti', which Kuct'pean writers tranXiforraixl SiUO ^ mort dc thien 
and * TTiCri de chine' er the Chlnefic^ death. Andemon* p> M. 
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break of pla^ie in VV'esicrn India, which wrought ffreat 
havoc in BaKfiein, Thana and Chaul,' and helped to de¬ 
plete (ht population of Bombay. Al the dose of 1691 
there were only eighty Englishmen left upon the island, 
of whom many iverc ill ; there were only five civil ser¬ 
vants, and they had dwindled to three in January 1691'; 
while by October jGg6 only tu'enty-seven Englishmen, 
eadusivc of moribund military oflficera, were alive.' 
Matters were unchanged as late ns 1706, for Sir Nkholns 
Waite wrote in January^ of that year: We are only eight 
covenant senants including the Council and but two that 
wHte, besides tivo ratv youths taken ashore out of ships, 
and most of ns sick in this unhealthful, depopulated and 
ruined island,'* and kier wrote again ; We are six in- 
rinding your Council and some of us often sick, ft is 
morally impossible without an overruling Providence to 
continue longer from going underground if we have not 
a large assistance.*' ,A year later he made his final ap¬ 
peal for help in the words " My continued indisposition 
and want of assistance in this nnveryhealthful («c) 
island has been laid before the managers and yogr Court. 
Yet I esteem myself bound in gratitude and I will brieny 
inform what material occurs till I leave tliiii place or the 
world.”* 

The Court of Directors did what lay in their power to 
ameliorate the circumstances of their agents in Bombay, 
by despatching surgeons on the munificent salary of 45 

shillings a month and Consignments of medicines from 
England which not infrequently were found to have 
deteriorated cm the voyage^ and the Council at Surat also 
helped with the provision of a medical man on ^4 * 
month at a time when the only phy^skian on the island 
had died.* But such aid was of little avail against the 
deadly character of the climate, “Of what use,” wrote 

to Diwmns, June 165*, 0 « Cwn ha s C haul »nd 

* Bombay to Directors, Oct. a;, 1691, 

» Bombay to Krecton, 0«. 13. 169b. 

* ^dwAi^e.^' Sii^c Bvenba-y^ 

" Cayn taSurftt. March cEiiki, 
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Anderson *' wiiy \t to ycnd irusly factors and hardy soldiers 
thither? They breathed ibc poisonous nir bul a few short 
monthsp after which ihctr services and liees were lost to 
iheir employers for everH The chief entires of the general 
mortality seem to have been the gradual silting-up of the 
creeks^ which at hij{[li tide div'ided Homhay into several 
islands* the system followed by (he native oart-ow^nors of 
'* buckshawiog;:" i\e^^ maniiring^ (he toddy-ptdms with 
putrid fish*" fttid^ in the case of the European rcsidentSp the 
esttmordinartly loose livin^^ in which they indulged. In 
1684 the Connell at Surat remarked in a letter to the Direc¬ 
tors that ** .Although the island may have the name in 
Europe of being" unw'holcsome, it is no such thing ready ; 
bnt It is a pleasant sw^eet place and sober people may enjoy 
their healths there as wd! as m many other places its India. 
But when men come new out^ drink punch toddy and 
country beer, besides that are disordered and tumble on 
damp ground it cannot be expected but diseases must he 
contracted.** The soldiers of this periodi were described 
two years later as debauched broken tradesmen find 
renegade seamen *’ 3; and the immoraltty of the civil 
population, to w hich Anderson referred^ is w cU described 
by Ovingtoii, the chaplainp in the following words 1 
cannot without horror mention 10 what a pitch all vicious 
enormities w'sre grown in this place- Their principles 
of action^ and the con^es^uent evil practices of the English 
forwarded their miseries and contrihuied to fill the nit 
wuth those peslilentinJ vapours that sci^red their vUals 
and speeded their hasty passage to the other v.’orld. 
Luxury^ ins modesty and a prostitute dissolution of 
manners found still new matter to w^ork upon. * The 

* Andef»en''3t Hnifliih in VVMlcm lndia« 

■ Edwardc*' Ri'ie of Bomb*>V Court to BomlAy. -April JO+ 
nofl That die kw »wninpa prodyctlve of malArta certainty 

s-i^ml^dh-elftolheCourt of Dlrtclorsp whobylwem Ki^ and 
1710 constantly larked she need of ^topplig (he breaches and of 
reclamation. 


' Sural to Court, ajlh Januftry, 

- OvinKten*«< Vova^e to Sural. Ed warded Biw ctf Bombay. 

The Bomb, Quarl. Review p Vol. T. th, pr state* a■ 

1ow!I 3—ma¥ gJesti a tittle here and there regarding the 
manner* of the F^nglwH in llh* gcncralion. Thdr die! 
at prepent in some mpect^ ain|fu 3 ar even to 

Tea WAft drunk in great cnjanlhle*. Ani£MT.gi»t the Putoll I ^ - 
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riaUYtf pcpuhition jiuBe/cti severely tVcvm fever and 
plague during the cloNin^ year^^ of ihe seventeenth 
ceniury, and lost muck prop*rty m a severe storm which 
tarred ewer Bombay from the JOth Aprtf to the 8th >Ja>\ 
J697, « 


MeanwhiEc ihc trade of Bombay suffered not a little 
fforn the- Snicrnal feuds autl domesttc troubles of the 
Company. .About 16S0 private traders or interlopers^ a.s 
they were styled^ commenced to fit out ships^ to form 
illicit Irade-connections witli the Company’s servants In 
Judia, and ta trade direct between English and Indian 
ports with the object of diverting the Company's trade 
into their own hands. ^ Among the besl-knovvn of the 
interlopers on the Western Coast were John Petit and 
George Bowchcr, who had once been in the service of the 


petp we are lold, wa» ^IdojM aft Ihr fire. The do not 

-.rcm ta tkAve u^iuHlly i.iiten il with sugar hsd milk, alEhOLigh SUgAr- 
f^kriLlv wi'i oc^A'fiOnAlly diS'%oiYcd in It. ftuE ii wa^ mcire Treciieritly 
ilri±]-ik with hot^^ !&pleie% or by chc mere cerioiii'^ wIeH fimall eetl' 
-^ervL'd lemons." r turxTuFr of nee aed split pulao, w'a.s 

jn ordinary arlirle of l^eod. tn eotuvoqueiice of the Sfaroity of 
ne»h mirai^ Eerepchu *<iiilerv ivrn: required to fa*E orke or 4w0 
days 3 4 the wyelff just Rf Churchmen Wfrr in England by 

t]]« WTiTer- of thr Homilies, in Order IhflE tht- fa^herlos might not 
be ruineEl. On Ihr dayi in ^lucstion hungry w-efF Only 

permuted 10 Fill kAtfkatt t bjiiI Sb, bceAu^e ihev them com formed 
Eb IhF habile 01 Ihe Hinduv, ihry atHrd them Banian davs." 

made in the cnFotry wm drunk by a|] elaVscs of 
hngJrihmRi.^ Snmelimes they were cenCrnted wUh afrnk manu- 
rarnired at ^rnt Or Bombay ; hut the tiest brought from Goal 
or fSeuRal. The^Eronge^t ^ort wa< Called hy Englishmen " jugre ' 
(J*gnp ae4 wa.^ I ^ liquor distilled Hlie rum from niolAs- 

sei. n ™ taken In drtirrt^ and healed, or m^de lutcrwarm bv .1 
lu>Mrem or wedge ef goUl flrOpped inro h. A fondness for iniosi- 
■^tingsp^nt^ w-asoamod even by sopeHor m Ind s to An astonishing 
deiff Fe of eoarseness. 


c^iwcial Fare for the religious rn^lruC-^ 
L and senl eu| ^inct orders that the Lord A 

pr.'iien* regularK tdTered. Tliey 
rtf apeviRl prayer, which taught Sheir serviuilJi 
to impforem the hrsE pla^e Ihe Divine favour for their hemourabte 
tlie ^‘cond place their honourable mamers^ favour 
^ aKo a ikLgnifkcanE and suggestive 

jJIaM^ IOthe PncEori’honesty, V4rtue rtnd gomerftl behaviour as 
t' Scn^iee was held twiuc ever^- day at Bombay^ 

anil air the haetonc were nequired to be present.' A room was set 
apart for rhe but there wjls iir ilher Chilrdi nor Chapeh^' 

* Surat 10 Court, t4th ^t^y, T697. 

\iiVlUf'' Court In a Jeucr lo Suml. datril 

Marsh jyth, t6tici, mention > Cupt.In Atlv in the first Interloper to 
the CofOniJlrldd coast. ‘* ImiHHlr anil hinder hint all vou Can ", 
rhey write, '* as we hitld Ihe charter of Ihe Kinff. ' ^ 
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Compatiy anJ who urtdaubEedly encoutH^^ed Keigwin's 
rdb^llion/ Theiie aisd others, hi mcreasiTig numbers, set 
themselves to harass the Company as much as possible, 
and. In addition to being able to under^iell the Company 
in every article imported Into England froni Itidiap led 
native m etchants p patiickilarly MnhammadnnSp to offer 
**all fnaitner of indignities to the Company's agents 
□n the grounds that the Company was rent by internal 
feuds and was L|uitc powerless on that account to rcta- 
bale. The Court of Directors thereupon appealed for 
help to the Kinj^, who ordered a man-of*“War to intercept 
all interloping vessiels t bni the annoyance continued 
more or less unchecked until the end of jb^3, when 
in the words of the Court &fter a multitude of 
conFIkts with the interlopers and their adherents and all 
oihcrN that have envied or emulated the Company's 
former prosperity, vve have obtained of their present 
Majesties King William and Queen Mary a charter 
of confirm a lion of our present and all onr Former 
charters, and are in possession of It. under the Great 
Seal of Eriglafidp btaritig date the instant. Of 
this charter we shall send you copies by our shippings 
and think h fit before that comes to your handsp upon 
receipt of this IeIter, you should make such sobmo 
public inttmation of h to ibe natives as is usual upon 
such occasions.^ 


The year 16B3 witnessed also a very serious rebellion 
upon the island, which may conceivahty have accelerated 
the transfer of the Company's Government from Surat to_ 
Bombay in 1685.^ In March 1681 Captain Richard 
Ketgwin had been appointed by the Court of Directors 
Commandant of alt the Forces on iht Island and third 
member of Coiindl on a salary of six shillings a day 


» Swrat loCcrurl. April ic, J“hn Petit ™ 

to merchimt^ at Saral, when he left ^ht fp _ 

olHifred fty icp Bnmbay, where Keigwin welcomed him. 

* Edwflrd« Rl^secpfS^mbay. For fort tier aveounl Pm« s 
AnnAli J1, III, 

■State Pfcpei-I.. Sueibay Ga Wlteer J1 .terials, App. H -™ 
Crtiirt hie letter of Oclobet »S, 

*ent of Gcufernratol wis te he nJnray. «t ttarabay *j(l _ 
were id anchor nod loud Bombsiy* The- trMn^ or w 
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Without any aliox^anco for diet and (odging-.' This 
cxig'uous isalary' was the result of a general desire oti the 
part of the Company to retrench their military expenditure 
and in t^S^ Sir John Child, in pHrsunnee of the Com¬ 
pany's object, ordered a further reduction by 30 percent, 
of all ntilitrify saliirios.'' “The military' gentlemen" 
writes Hamilton. “ had made contracts in England for 
their salariesi,, though paid at jo per cent, loss—yet to shew 
himself a good economist for his master’s interest he (Sir 
John Child) sent his Deputy [Charles Ward) orders to 
reduce their pay to 30 per cent, less than it « as before, 
though it was so small that they could hardly bring bolh 
ends to bear at the month's end.? That hard pill the 
sons of Mars could not swallow and so bent their minds 
on a resolution : and having come to some knowledge of 
Mr. Ward's tampering with the Sei-ajcc to land on the 
island they detected some letters of hLs to that purpose, 
which gave them ground for a revolt." * There is little 
doubt that Keigwin was actuated not only by discontent 
at the niggardly aciioti of the CorapauV hut also by a 
conviction that Sir John Child and hi; Deputy were 
grossly mismanaging the affairs of Bombay, and he com- 
plained bitterly of the oppression of the Company’s 
government m a memorial, dated January 16S4, addressed 
to Prince James, Duke of York and Albany, “ w hom w'o 
(the rautiiieers) look upon as the North Star of our firma¬ 
ment by which we are resolved to steer our course.") 
Accordingly ou the iph December, >683 . Keig win, aided 

XJC-XXh I5< iWaJJi—Seleclions diomcl VoL 1, 


pLf,'■ '' of il» 

auelques pieces deceit re pai^r Ubser **'*’ "^ MCevoil 

prend que rnsdlans n'^aiJa CtPin. 

,, innnions n aiaicat pna alors unc gnodc diirnltrf.' 

Hnmaiar,-* accouni of &i,i Indies, 
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by Henry Fletcher, Thomas Wickirts* Stephen Adderton 
and ^ fourth described by the Chaphilot John Chtircb* as 
tliiit little falsie Scot Thorburtie raised the standard ot 
revolt, seixed and conRned the Deputy-Governor Ward 
and others who adhered to him, took posisession of the 
Company's ship Return ** and the tYi|raie liunlerh^’ 
and made a publlo proctamatlon before the assembled 
troops and tniltlta thiit Bombay was henceforth to be 
under ihe Government of the ^ Ward, who accord¬ 

ing' to has own account was closely watched and w'as 
suffered neither pen* ink nor paper/* managed io have 
the news conveyed by stealth to Surat, whereupon the 
Council decided to appoint Chnrks Zlna^aiu, Francis Day, 
and George Gosfjrighi as Commissioners to enquire into 
the naughtiness and wicked actions of some on Bombny" 
and to suppress the revolu* The trio accordingly voy¬ 
aged to Basscin+ and thence sent Iclierit promising 
pardon to several of the mutineers» if the Islanil was at 
once restored to the Company, J To ibcsr ejepressions ol 
cajolery Sir John Child added his in a letter dated February 
the 1st, 1684, and couched in the following quaint terms:— 
For the expressions that i .am told fell from Captain 
Adder Lon and Ensign Thor burn my particular obllgatleinfi 
to them might have persuaded them to u-^c me with more 
respect, two that 1 have tenderly loved and taken some 
care of—Oh ! Johnny Thorbunie^ thy ingratiiude is of a 
deeper dye, but the God of Heaven and Enrth forgive thee 
and pardon y^ou all and put into your hearts to return to 
vour obcdiencep Come one, two or three of ypw and look 
on your Governor* 1 am the same that lived among you 
not long since and then had w'ars with Sambaji Raja and 
great disturbances from ibc Portuguese, yet preserved you 
ail with God's blessing and plentifully supplied you with 
all provisions* Nay you well know my care, and how^ I 
kept batty at 22 xeraphins a mote when all about 

ns WAS at 26 and 30 xeraphins/’ 


" S^ectioHi (Home) freut Siam Papers. V4JL h Tliorburne wa* 
deiicribcd later in ttie report nfme Secret Conimii I« a'^ “aScoli^h 
taller lb at wc^it dut a Cummon seldierJ' 

*■ State Papers, January, i6!S4, 

■ Ib^d, 
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The miitinecrs, vrho had meanii'hile memorialised the 
King', saying that they would hold the island till his 
wishes should be known, replied hrmly to the Commis¬ 
sioners and Sir John Child that they would not retreat 
from their position ; whereupon the latter after some 
further eorrespotidenee. in which he styled Keig’win's 
replies as “a p:<rcct of stufl^ that sulhcicntly discovers 
your ignorance and n.aughtiness,'’^ issued a proclama¬ 
tion on the egth February, 1684, declaring them all 
traitors.* As soon as the news of the revolt reached 
England, Charles It issued a royal command, dated 
August ajrd, i6i*4. 10 Keigivin to deliver the island to 
Child, and a free piirdon ivas offered to all except " the 
four grand incendinries,” for whose apprehension re¬ 
wards were publicly offered ;. and eventually on the 19th 
November 1^4 Keigwin, on receipt of n promise 
of free pardon, handed over Bombay to Admiral 
Sir Thomas Grantham, who had been despatched with a 
force from England to tjiiash the rebellion. ‘ Keigvvir 
was placed for the time being under arrest, in which 
plight '* he Shewed himself as impudent as Hell, the 
notorious naughty rascal,” land was evsntunijy taken 
hack by the .Admiral to England in July, 1685.'’ During 
the eleven months that he held possession of Bombay, 
he proved himself to be posses.ied of great determination 
and considerable administrative capacity. One of his first 
actions was to send envoys to the Maratha Sumbhaji 
and conclude a treaty, under the terms of which he was 
permitted to trade in any part of the Maratha dominions 
and also received payment of an old debt of ra,ooo 


* Letter from Child. iSth February, t 6 )if. State paper?, 

* Slate papcri. biioib.C.ai,ir«ierials, App. II. 

* Secret Committee's report to Klok Charles 11, Aug. * 5 . 

Revfe«^T?-*‘“av’*'" ®“"",‘‘ 1684. Bom. Ouhrt. 

Keviea, p. I 9, Keiguftn also surrendered £ wwo which had 
been Uker, free, the “Return'- ofld all ffie^are 
^ murdered cr, landing hj- a .Xr 


Jan Goveraop of Bombay 
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pfi^odfis du^ to the Compaciv. He built j^mall Ibrtvli* 
cations^ at Mahim and Sion ; collected much of th<^ money 
due to the Company from Native debtorsi and admini^ 
tered the SiFalfji of the inland in s^uch a wav that 
Gladman^ one of the Commifi^iioner-K accompanying 
Sir Thomas Gnintham> ^vjis forced to admit that the 
Rebels had managed very xvelf.''* The rebellion being 
thus brought to a elose^ Sir John Child became Governor 
onceagaint ivith Sir John Wyborne as Deputy Governor 
tn Bombay t and in imitation of the Dutch at Batavia 
the Court of Directors decided that Bombay should be 
constituted n Regency, and that the Governor shouldp 
for the sake of jignityi he furnishecJ with a life-guard 
of twenty grenadiers., commanded by a caplamp^ In 
spitep however, of this assumption of independent poiier, 
some years Were to elapse ere Bombay resumed the tran¬ 
quillity which she had enjoyed during Aungier*s regime.' 

At the close of the century, when Sir John Gayer held 
the reins of Government in Bombay, the Compaiiy's 
progress wa.s again obstructed by the machinalton-c of the 
new English Companyt to which King William IN had 
granted a charter in 1698* and which owed its iocorponi- 
tion to the discontent felt hy English merchants at the 
monopoly enjoyed bytlic London East India Company. *■ 
Fn January’ j700 Sir Nicholas WaitCp the English Com¬ 
pany's president for Surat, arrived off Bombay and 
notified to Sir John Gayer his appointment ns the 
King's Minister and Consul-General for the Engibb 
nation. On these grounds he demanded compliance 
with his orders. Sir John tiayer lioweve - refused 60 
acknowledge that he had any authority ovet the servants 
of the London Company. Sir Nicholas Waite, finding 
he could make no Impression on Sir John Gayer and hi> 
CounciLp sailed for Surat. On reaching that port he 
notified his Royal Commission of appointment to ihc 

^ Oladmnn lo Surat- December 9, 

■ Brerc'ri Antiftls It. The p«is? c-f ChsyiJiy Goverruir, which 

4 aeersfiity so lortf ns Ihc 'icai of Ciovemmcnt nl Sur^it 

was held ^oKarfV by the and Member of Cotmdl for "everal 

yean. The taltr diiv^ppeared between 17M and 173®. 

* E:L4mpLc^ of the disorders- then rife sire given on pt*. I jjp 
oF Ed warden" Rise of Bombay. 

' Auber'-^ Anaiims{l!tj6l, |j, 145. 
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j^nd Council and reqUTri^d them to stnke^ ihe 
St* Ceorge^s or Company's flsg, as he bore the com- 
oT Vice-Admiral and would allow ro other flaff 
ihao his own. 'the President and Council refused to 
comply with hiij request. The Governor of Surat also 
informed Sk K* Waite that the Commission or ** Phir- 
maund of the King of iiingland of no autliority rtl 
Surat unlcfis the Emperor chose to reijard it valid. 
He also added that the fiag of the London Company 
ftew' by the permission of the Mughal. Sir N* Waite 
no%v tried force and landed two of the commuTlderii of 
the ships witts fifty men and ordered them to strike the 
flag* The Governor on hearing that the flag had been 
struck issued order.s that it should he re-hoisted, S'tr 
Nichohuii Waltep finding that force did not answer, used 
baser arts to gain his end. By bribery^ by suggesting 
that the old Company were in Icag^ie xvith pirates and 
by hinting that they might any day leave Surat w'lth 
debts unpaid, he undermined its power. Sir John Gayer 
also committed the blunder of leaving the fortifications 
of Bombay and going to Surat to counteract the 
influence of his rival ; for whlie he w^as there orders 
arrived from the Irnperial Court to seize him, The 
Governor's son aw an old record nins^ secured Sir 
John and hts Granaders and then entered the lodge, 
obliged the Lady Gayer out of the bed, carried hert 
Mr. Somaster and others to accompany the General to 
Surat, before the Tavistock's people had notice or 
could come ashore to their rescue^ and being brought 
over the river in an open boat the Lady W'as put into a 
hackery covered with a cloth and carried to the Gov¬ 
ernor's roOm« w'here wnth Sir John and others w^erc con¬ 
fined to one room ; and some hours after the Governor 
sent for President Colt who going whh two of his CouncU 
accompanied Sir John in the said prison ; which trlum- 
phant act, as it is esteemed of the Meer, was wrote that 
night to the Emperor to the no small dishonotir of the 
old CompanyGeneral In Tndia.”^ The Chief and the 
FnctO'f's were confined for twelve months within the ivalls 

VSefecUoc^s (Hjme S^ficHj VqI I, XXIV, Edwurdv*' 

KiiC of BanalKiy, 
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of ihc Factory : bm rKsither nor 5 ;t;Lni'alion would 

njrce tliem to yield to ihe unjust demands of tbc Imp-rial 
Coui't- At length, on the *oth February + ijoj, 

the Bombay Council were :ihle tq eoDj^tratuhito Sir John 
Gayer upon bis releoi^o in the followlai^ terms 
heartily rejoice for the fjood news and wo render nil due 
praise and Umnks to the Almighty God for your release 
from so ctoso a confinement^ and that It h^th pleased him 
to make our innocence appear and ihe ivicked designs of 
our malidotis adversaries In their true colours before the 
face of tho hoathen^. Now Sir Nicholas may have limo 
to look Into his actions* strictly eijcamiiimg himself, and 
at la^jt say whil have I done;* May the slinmu 

and infamy to which lie tno-Sl maliciously exposed bis 
rdlow-^ubjects together with all other his undigested 
politics fall henivy on his head^betng hut the Just reiviird for 
such evil iniaNters. We hope with your Flxcclleney thai 
the genoml certificate senr to Court* attested by all the 
eminent merchants, may meet with the desired effect to 
the confusion of our enemies*” » Sir John Gayer's releas4j 
synchronized with a deedne m the mutual rivalry#and 
hostility of ihe iw o Companies. Both were alike inimical 
to anything approaching freedom of Irade. and they dis¬ 
covered that their common interests could be effcctmiElv 
secured only by amalgam at Ion. Accordingly host! lilies 
were abandoned^ and ta 170:1 the two Companies were 
united under the designation of the United Company of 
MerchantJi of Hngland trading to (he East Indies, 'llie 
Directors of the two Companies then advised ihelr scr- 
vjiaLs in India to bury the hatchet; but owing partly to 
the obstinacy of Sir N. , Waite and partly to the muiuai 
rancour cxistiog in fndk, the union of 1703 was reduced 
ton mere formality* and the resolve of the two Com¬ 
panies ** 10 obliterate all pnsi heats ** was carried to no 
practical issue tinlil the Earl of Go dolphin* after patient 
enguipy into ah matters of dispute, published hl$ famous 
jiwurd of the ayih September, 1708* 

During a considerable portion of the period under 
review, the peace of Bombay was jeopurdked by the 
pres ence of the SIdi Admirnt of the Mughal and hi-t’flcei, 

* rdwarUi!^' Rr« itf ^ 
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Duritit: Aunf^icr^s r4£ginH2, in October 167-;* the llevi 
under tlic Sidi Yakut onLcrcd Bombay harbour with ihe 
object of ravagmj^ Shivaji^s Kurliib^* lhat is the fniids 
and villains' of Panwcl, Pen and Aliba^. As Aonijier 
refused to let them land In Bombay ihcy withdrew to 
Janjirat but return fill on the a4th December and ivure 
^rudgitijfiy allotted houses in the town of MaEO^on, 
several of which tlity subsequently burned. In 
1673 the Mughal and Stdl fleets anchored oft Bombay 
and required permission to winter {May-Octoberj on the 
island This permission Aungier» who \^as afraid of 
eoraginir the Muyihal EmpErofp accorded, and further 
alhnved the four principal Mughal frigates to be hauled 
ashore under the shelter of Bombay Castle. On Sepiem- 
her of the same year the Sid is, after launching the fri¬ 
gates and piling log the Uatnagtfi coast, relumed with¬ 
out warning and laid waste Pen and Nugothnn* in spite 
of Auagier^s protests to both the SidI and the Governor 
ufSuniL On the 24th April* 1674. they were driven in 
by a gale atid a^jain anchored in the harbinir. They 
Wcrij at once ordered to leave, but refu^cd ; and 
then despatched several boan up the Mahlm creek, land¬ 
ed at Sion and drove ilie peoplt.^ out of iheir houses. All 
attempts by the Bombay garrison 10 dislodge th- m fallvd* 
In 1675 Aurangxeh strengthened the Sidi fivct with two 
Large ships, t\io frigates and two ibousund men t and 
this fleet arrived in Bombay harbour under the com* 
mitnd of Sidi Kasim and Stdi bambal in April 1677. The 
former was siccommcdated near the Fort, apparenlly in 
the original custom-house near the present mini ■ while 
the lattc-r took up hi- residence lit Mnzagon* fn October 
of that year Sidi Snmbal and Sidi Kasim quarrelled about 
the cottimaud of the fleet; and Sidi Kn:^itn with 300 men 
marched irom hU quarters and atmckid S^ mbal and hts 
30a iollowcrj in Ma3'3igon+ The sound of the Bring reach¬ 
ed the Castle W'hlch detached the best of the garrison and 
A troop of horse to qnell the riol ; and Sam^al thk-TC- 
upon retired le ving Kasim in pos>esiirn of she Beet, 
which eventually AQtlctl away in Novemberi Beta ecu 
find ihyi the Sidi made c-Qntinnal nse of Bombstv as 
ii military baseiiand theuce fortified Underi^ pillsged Peu, 
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sold Muraihrt cnptivtfs rn lb& Mn£rigo£i market, altaclfctl 
Kerrery and etidoavoiircd to sig^nali^^ hfs victarie;^ bv 
adorning'the Mrnta|ron shore with a forest of Marat ha 
heads stuck upon poles; and the Compjiny felt power¬ 
less to oppose his enorinilics for fear that the ^lughal 
miK-ht hinder tht?ir trade at Sumt if they did so.* * 

After the cold weather cruise in v|arch the Bidi 

and Mughal fleets returned to nomba>\ and the former 
remained at xMriziigon more insolent than ever. The pre¬ 
sence of bpih Ilwcts ral-ed fajd to famirte-prices, and in 
May of the same year two uinarmed iCnghsii soldiers were 
brutally cut down in the Muzagon market by two of the 
Sidi's Putbansp^ Hy way of expressing their aniioyani:i: 
the Bombay Council in July despatche.i a cro^y Councillor 
and im intoxicated scu-capiain (O board Stdi KusimV 
ship. They were at once overpuwi^r d and sent biiCk+ 
wherenpon tfic captain fired a broadside into the Sidi 
vessel ^vhich did little injury, except in Sural where the 
mob^ On learning the ne^Sp crowded ihe Sheets demm-d- 
ing vengeance on the hinglish^ Uiider Kcpgwin^s ri^gime 
the ^idl received no encourage tient and was forOi d to 
give the Uland a wide berth i; hut In 1689, after the 
rupture with the Mu^liula which formed part of 
Sir John Child's ambitious ischeme for increasing the 
p wer of the RngliKh, Sidi Vakut landed at Sewn with 
xopooo men^ made himself master of the small fort iherc» 
plundered Mahim, ic<nd hoisied hi.H flag in .Vlairngon fort^ 
which had been iibandoncd on the aeu s of bU arrival al 
Sewri.-* A fruitless attempt was made to dislodge him ; 
and by the 15th February 1689 he was master of the 
whole island except the castle and a certain area i>f land 
to the s utb of it. He then proceeded to rEiise baUcries 
on L>ongri hillp wiuch disturbed the garrison very 
much^*' he put four great guns in the custom liouscp 

1 Qrm^^ Fr^gmrrUfl 3-110. 

* Dembay tD iToerE Sei't. ja. 

■" Keig^in to King Chrul^i H, Tan iS, l&A^. Thf Sutfai 
Cbunifif 4Vea Uie hetp of Iho -idi ngalnit the FombAy cnuTl- 

nr’^rn (^urat to CourE. leLh tpfil 168^ 1 

* Thrinviis^bn of Ugpibay by the Sidi ^ itaU-d to have beeti 
ordj?rrd hy AoraDgicb in revenue for prrackCft Ort .Mwgha 
whivh were lAid to ihe Company's charge* \ bo^Pbay Eo Lo^n, 35131 
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commenly caUed ihc indU House, J^nd raiEed a biitlery 
ini the Moodyhouse within auo paces of thip fort, 
jind another in the Lady’s house that the General 
had been so unkind to. so that it was dangerous to 
go out or in at the CaslTe jjate til! we got up an haTf 
moon before li'' ** We passed the months from April to 
September very Ml,” adds Hnmillont “for provisions 
grew scarce by the addition of 3^000 Shivajis that were 
eniploved as auxiliaries in the service of the Company. 
The imnoMibility of making any headway against the 
invaders by force made Sir John Child sick and 
accordingly in December 1639 he despatched two envoys 
10 Aurangzeb's court to sue for peace. =< Their object 
w'lts aided by certain external factorSt namely -the jeal^ 
nusy of the Mughal General Mukhlyar Khan* the represen- 
taitons of the native merchants in Bombay who realized 
tlint they would lose all if the Sidi remained master of 
the island^ and lastly the secret influence of the Portu¬ 
guese, who knew that they would probably lose Salsctte 
if the SidS held Bombay. ^ Accordingly in February 1690 
Aurangzeb issued a new Firman to the Company which 
consented to the withdrawal of the Bidi on condition 
that moneys owning to his ^^ubtects should be paid, that 


* H&mLtton's New Acceuat of EjisI Indies. Ovinj^- 

tonV aecoiaTn in ^eleeli&ns <Hesmc ScricsJ 1. xxii —XSiiU 

® The Oijeaing perlinn of sir Child's petilicm tn the Mughal 

SUfaciendy humble to merit Alien 

*• The pelilion of ihc Scant ywr iwiAantSp Sir JoS^n Chitdt 
General i>r the Bngh^h naUerlH Sike A i^rAiu of sjind and wUh the 
greatest F‘egard in ^CUJ^ MajeMy^'H person, Ambcr-Sike influence, 
Lord Of bcnehcenec Aud libera lii j, SvlOmon-Ilke Ihronci epUemC of 
prtCalhi>od, Sranderheg^likc wisdom, llrAVCnIy Judgiticntp Pelert' 
iftle of I he World- Center of wcuritj. Emperor of the earih 
and of [he age. Object nf nil HublunAry things, ihc Divine shadow 
^^fthe Holy PnOf^et Mahomel, Oi^ngxerb, ^hose person and 
kingdom ihc Divme lowers Song pmsper and cOntinuep thnt HiS 
nghle<m! 4 ness and Ju^iMue iHAy j<prenci over the whoSe w< rEO «ind 
everSas tingly continue fur Ihe benefl I of it^ inhAbitanllk Bepreseolclb 
After doe recommend Allan of servitude and VA&&alage, whh 
humilLly And lowline^sit of mind kiM^jng lhc floor of all serviie olhteN- 
with lips of respect and oh»cqliicusne^S^ and with n head hki^'ed 
down tm ynur Fame and Greatness - . . etc* - i StAl* Papers- 

* Bombay to Cnurtp January 1691* The ForluguG&e had 

aelDalSy aided the Sidi when he first landed ; and oa Ibis account 
I he Deputy-Governor seiied all the Je^aiii' land on ihe island 
after ihe had departed- [MumhAlche V'riltantp Jifi As 

regards -■^aEfietEe at i^ clear I hat the Comp Any IhemNSives covuled 
il* for a Secret Letter of August flth. from Ihe Court li> 
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rficomp^n^ic (Rs+ 1+50*000) should be ifli^de foe the MughEit 
losses, nnd that Mr. Child tiho did the disgrrucej be 
turned Out ;tnd expellled/*^"^ Stdi \ "kiit eventusitlv 
ev£ieiiated Eombay on -the 8lh June i6go; but to quote 
words^ * ■ he left behind him a peslUonce 
which in h^ur monthis* lime dciitroyed more men than the 
war had doncj and for joy made a mnlfcicmii bonfire of hin 
head-quartersn. Mazagon fort.''* From that date Bombay 
suffered no furlher annoyance from tbif; opponent. 

Meanwhile the prevalence of piracy in Indian waters 
added further checks 10 the groivth of Bombay. The 
Bombay Council waiting to London in idgt remarked 
Ehr^t trade wu-s greatly hampered by the large numbers 
of pirates .along ihe coast, who were adeged lo be Danes 
but probably w&re of different nationalities. Guillam+ 
an Enghshmanp for cjuamplet was caught red-handed off 
Junagadb j the Arabs Bi Muscat were perpetually maraud- 
ing i the Cota or Malabar pirates s^waimcd about ihe 
•iimtiiero coasts t and John Avery and Captain Kidd be¬ 
tween them terrorised the merchants of both the East 
and West Indies. > It was Avery who seized the Mugbal 
pilgrim ship Guns way (Ganja S»ivai) in 1695+ which so 
enraged the Musalman populace of suffit that the Gov¬ 
ernor obliged to put the President and all the 

other English residents in irons^ to prevent their being 
lorn to pieces by the mob/ Injulyibgh a proclamation 


Bomh.nyreina3-lc!i £ 'Mfil pleMc God to p^t you In po^MiDn or 
keep it Tt ith a ’^Ircmg h^nd JlrvU S|>&re no^ Cent lo lecBee 
ttye possession of it to ihe benelit of this. Mnj^dem y lie Beinbfty 
Coqnell replietl in 16^*9 thal even if tliey luoK it from the Portu* 
i4aes* they eould net hope to hold it the Mushnl. (Stale 

papers ) 

1 i hitd h^il in the m^anlyni# died in Bemthay at ikie md of 
Janiiiiry , 

^ IJamillon'S Accounl Ol EasK Indies^ 1. Fd-^ardes* Rile 

of Bembay A tetter fr<inl Boiubay to ihe Direetorji, dieted lind 
sUtes lhat Ilia Sidi did nol lesA-e till the JJnd Jane. 

Qn ihi; jist ihe Mugli I lent IS Ihe GevemOr a merJiairt 
that he mi^hl lake pcmfe^^ion of Stahini, SsOn and all a hat 

parEs of the l*i 3 iirid ocoupkfd by ihe Sidi, Mr-i- Coek-c thereupan 
iilfU'Ched otil to the Partuguese e^n^^^h wilh bM our field seJijieirs 
and by 9 a. m* dlcsp"tched a^ ensign and heuEenant wilh 500 men 
to sellle ^h'm aud SiorT.'' [Sinie rapeira.J 

^ Bc^eabay Eo Vattrl, 1694+ and 

* Court 10 Surat, Aboul Iwenly of ihme who arcom- 

Ijauii'd AvcV^' In Ehil aclkin ware afterwards caiJ-ghtj me4 ano 
eaei-uted in freland. 
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WHS issued by tbe I ords Justices of Kirglaod in the 
Kind's nurre n^alnsC sdl pirates i hut iipparent'y bitd 
little efTectp for between March the 22nd and October 
the 30th of that 3^ear at least sevtii serious outr^iges 
upon the liigfh~seas were reported by the Surat Coun¬ 
cil to the Court of Directors as. exemplirym|r the causes 
of the hostile iittitude oli the blu^fhal ernmerit.* * 
But the most troublesome of all the sca^rovefs of thi* 
period wait Angria, who in i6yS wj^s iippointcd Admiral 
of the Maratba fleet and proved himself a brave a ad 
d^riri|^ commaodcr+ His ships crept iiEong the coastt 
ptunderitiff trvery vessel and sailiiig^up every' creek to sack 
the undefended iowtis, Shivaji had guarded every creek 
ivkb a forti and these fell into she hnnds of Angria who 
became the founder of a piratical empire ex< ending from 
Goa to Bombay. The Utets of Angtia consisted of 
fast sailing-vessels of ^mell burden and row ing bouts of 
foriy or fifty oars, manned with desperaic men. From 
the or Creek in which their fieei lay these urAmgsor 
creek men of the Konkan pounced upon their prey* 
They would gniber astern of iheir victim and fire into 
her rigging until they succeeded in disabling herp w^here- 
upon the roivine^boat^ closed in and the crew sword in 
hand boarded her from all sides.* 

Angria^^ parentage isdoubifuh One account hhows 
that he wAa the son of *■ an Arahinn cofferey ( Arab- 
alave), w^ho bad renounced Islam, and that for many 
years “ he serv'cd the b nglish in Bombay as a lacquey 
ami afterwards lis- a pune (peim)i whose ofhee it is lo- 
bear arms before therr ma>ters and walk with their 
sw-ord laid on their shoulder and their target flung at 
their backs;" that he subsequently fled from Bombay and 
received a present ol K nery island and several small 
gallivals from the ^Idi, An alternaiivc account stated 
that he w as horn in Bombay of ** a Purtugucse CofTerey 
and a Kcnery w omiin*' (f e* a Canorin or Dra vidian woman) 
and that be subscquenlly escaped to Kenery' island and 

^ — 

^ Surat td CuurE, Janyi 12, FdwfefdrsVRuc nt Barshay^ 

* -rlectinnl rrem Slate I apera, vil Angirta tank his 

lille frCiti Angur or AngarwiLdL, a. vlJlage near ttornni In 
Roinaghi^ 
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therj colkcied miMi Jind s^Kips sn^Ttciefii lo render him the 
riKt&Eer of the u^csierii coasT-linc ■ Angrlu^m first atuck 
was levelled again?'! Mr* Chown^ the Compiiay's Giwer- 
nor at Karvi ar, and bis w ife, and ended in Che wn*Si death 
and in his w ife being held tc* rnnsom on Kenery island* ■ 
This wnf4 fotlowed by n two years* peace between Angtia 
and the ' Bombay Council, aUer which Angria ii^aio 
attacked Capt 4 n Peacocke in the S&mers and Cupiain 
Collet in Ihe Graa/A/im^ ;iiid thereafter cunltniied al 
intervals td harass the trade of Bombay- By the 
st%th December 1715* when Ifr. Charles Boone assumed 
the Governorship of Bombay^ he had become ex- 
tremdy powerfulp and wa> the subject of a petition to 
the Governor from the inhabitants of Bombay who 
" complained of the heavy oppressions and injuries 
they had received from Atigria Oie Pi rate p who was 
then Ht Gclabey fKolaba). and had also the Island 
of Kenerey with the strong castle of Gerey -(Gheria)^ 
I be channel of whose harbour is very illHicuU to hnd 
out*''' The contiaual piracies committed both by 
Angria and Ivuropean buccaneers at length caused 
iio much alarm to the L’ourt of Directors that they 
besought the King to despatch an expedition against 
them ; and accoidingly in February 17JI Commodore 
Matthews sailed v^itb a sriuadron irom Spitheadi, and 
arrived in Bombay in September of thal year-J 


Downing lyho had itccompafiied Charles Boone to 
Bombay gives an accoutti of this expedition, and lelb us 
that The Commodore much resented the Fresideot's 


» !i Cunaprndieua Hbsory of ihc Ind^a^VVais, 1737- 

Among Anifria * Chier caplmmi wm Jurt.i^ ^ t 

Tom. ft naitirit] son of the pirAlC Av*fy. Be alio had 
i a ifciiiiu) fttpoya and two fnhcrmcti iKeSiiJ who came wilh him non 
hornbay. Thcae mtn had !««« iu the British in Hombiky. 

* The a Hack muk nifti# just oyHide HOrob^y barbocr- Chown 

had his arm *hoi all hud bled to de ,Ui in hil wife's arms She *nd 
Olhcra were earned elf 10 Keiie yi bat ibe Eomfcfty t ovemment 
faiqiomed her for Hs- jO e»o subsk fibed by ihe g*'nllcmen on be 
Liland/" ChOwn was her second hUsbaiMl: fUd the Jaier ma, * 
ihtrd, Wihiam GilTord of the bombay Louncil* Who was Cut Ip 
pieces at Anjeuga. Dowitikiig- 


* Downing, JAisf. 


* Uid. 

* PaWninit's Ccwapcndioos History of the Indian Wars- 
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nut saluting him on his atriviiE in the hathour* 
The Prdsitlent oF Bonibaiy know the lengLh of h\^ own 
com miss ion p and as be was President For ihe KiO;^ and 
a Governor for the Company he imag'inedp as all other 
^rcat men in such slaitons would p that he w as somethttig: 
superior to a Commodore of a squadron^ thouj^h the 
Directors of the Company had sent orders by the Ontti- 
/huFii for him to salute the Commodore on his arrlvat 
After many me^sa^es to and fro. disputing wlio should 
fire first, the President in Council complied to salute 
him and then the Commodore thought fit to go on shore. 
The island of Bcmbay was now thronged with the Navy- 
officers who looked as much superior to us os the great" 
ness of their ambition could possibly lead ihem. There 
were daily duels fought by one or other of them and 
challenge^ perpetually sent lound the island by the 
gentlemen of the navy. Having iiuch a great number of 
gallant heroes we wore in great hopes of totally demo¬ 
lishing Angria+^* In con suit at ion with the Poitibay 
Council the Commodore decided to attack Angria in 
Alibftg* making Chaul his base of opcnitlofis, and the 
Viceroy of Gofi and the Portuguese General of the 
NotLh at Bassein w-erc both invited to assist in the 
attack. The Viceroy with much pretended ^eal came 
in person, designing to head such forces as he had 
raised. 1 he General of the North also came down to 
Bombay and was most magnificentlv entertained by the 
PresidentUnfortunatcy the attack, ihoi^gh well- 
planned. entirely failed, owing chiefly to the timidity 
and duplicity of the Portuguese. On the day of the 
at tack I for example* ** the Vpceroy of Goa went aboard 
hib^ ship^ prelending that he was vtry ill The Commo¬ 
dore sent his own doctor to himi to olfer his services 
and supply him with such tnedkincs as should be con¬ 
venient for him* if he w as really taken ill. But the 
doctor returned and reported to the Commodore that he 
did not perceive anything to be the matter w^ith him^^ 
The behaviour of ihe V'iceroy was reficcled in the 
conduct of the Portuguese troops^ who failed to advance, 
as arrangedt at the critical momentp and the final scene 
depicts the choleric Commodore *' coming ashore in a 
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violent Hyitifr BV the Geficrtit oP the North :irit$ 

thru^tin^ his cane in his mouth, aud treating the Vieeroj' 
not much better." Up to the ante of Governor Boone’!, 
departure, with which the period under review close* *, 
no fiirlhcr action was taken n^falnst Angria. 


The ill-behaviour of the Portuguese on the occasion 
of ihls attach was in keepingr with the line of policy 
adopted by them throughout the period. Aungier had 
endeavoured prior to liis death to arrange a treaty with 
them, under which Portuguese boats were to be free 
of all port-dues at Bombay in rcitira for a simitar con¬ 
cession to Bombay boats at Thana and Karanja, but 
o.n the strength of advice given to the Prince Regent 
of Portugal by the \'!ceroy of Goa the proposals were 
rejected, ' In 167*} serious friction arose overft demand 
made by the Governor of Bombay for paymint of duty 
amounting to Xs too on a J’ortugucse vessel which had 
londcd at Karanja ■; in 1684 Ur. St. John, Judge of 
Bombay, informed the king that the Portuguese were 
secretly aiding the interlopers nnd had g^'cn help to 
Keigtvini; in 1685 the Portuguese sewed a rice- 
boat and ship belonging to President Gilford and im- 
priiioncd the crew and passengers *; and in 1691 the 
Bombay Council were obliged to setic all the lands 
belonging to the Jesuits in Bombay in revenge for the help 
accorded by the latter to the Sidi.* These and other 
events, such a.s the imprisonment of Pra John de Glona 
by VauKc for having converted Nathaniel fhoipe to 
Ruitian Catholicism, originated in the antagonism which 
first sprang into eKlsience with the marrhige-ireaty 
between Charles 11 and the Infanta Cm herine, and conti¬ 
nued until Chimnaji Appa strode victorious over the 
batllemenls of Baswin. *' They (the Portuguese) have 


‘ Tmtftdes. T.. lit, rjJ Denver,’ Itet^ an Ihc PeriuBui!** 


- Tr^tudw, T.* ni, l€Os /WA 
' Dr. iil. Jolsti ti.> Kin^. JQ4h 


* Surat l& I>rtEily Juriafljy 6 ^ i 6 tf 5 - 

* Bombay it>CowrU Jany4if> *^5. 'in!! 

Edward!^ KiM‘ Co^rl Id Sur^t Bc-mbaj, 

.^tay i'ft( , 
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Stopped all provisions from comipi^ lo ih^ islands wrote 
Sir John Gavet in 1700- *' Alt this puts the poor inhabU 

cants into sncti a consternation that they think of 
nothing blit flying off the island to save their Utile* 
fear they should rose all as they did when the SIdi 
landed. "^ About t^ienty years bter similnr attacks and 
reprisals were still taking place; for* according to Down¬ 
ing, a Portuguese boat m his time ran past Bombay 
without piiying duty whereupon ** Mr. Homop the 
English Chief at Maybam (Mahim) seni out n gallivat ro 
b'-in^ the I'ortuguese boat to^ Accordingly the gallivat 
fired a guRp which wsif= soon returned by the Ponugucse 
fort at Bombas^ opposite to Mayham* the river not being 
above musket shot over. The English soon iinswered 
their shot pand they kept cannonading each other almost 
four days Then we sent up some mortars* which soon 
beat Ehe'r church and town about their ears. Hoivever^ 
Gov^emor Boone sent Mr. Bcndall to the General of the 
Morch to adjust this adair. The President and Council 
also ^seni Mr* C >wing to the Viceroy of G,+a* w'lth com¬ 
plaints of the behaviour of the Gene al of the North/'* 

Up to the date of Charles Boone'S arrival tho island 
was contimiE^Uy rpeuaced by European and Native 
enemieSi and the progress of trade was hamper d by 
an impoverished treasury and by Internal schisnu 
The letters and docurrcnls of the last quMrter of the 
seventeenth and the opeuirig years of the eighteenth 
centuries portray the nnxioty felt loth hy the Court of 
Directars and the Bombay t nundl nt the poiver of ihe 
Sidip the Pirates, the Marathas^ the Mughal fpovernment 
H-ind the Portuguese. By l6®t 8hiv:iji and hia rival wxre in 
possession of Henery and Ken cry whcrebi ** the adminis- 
tratiem of the island of Bombay has been the most difficult 
as well as the most embarrassing part of our duty**; 
Sambbaji's twelve armed gj^lltvats^ interrupted trade; 
the presence of the Mughal fleet exposed the island to 
sudden attack. The Bombay Council had no alternniive 
but to try and kec«p peace with both Maratha and MusnI- 
man* and determined not,to precipiialc n struggle with 

* EdWdftJca'Miaeof BoJMb.^y, 

" Pa wn ingV CDEiip+ Hi nry of iKc Indi nn Wars. 
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*• Shivajis ” ns long as they wore poworful cotnigh lo 
setjco Bombay boats, asm insist upsm mnkjsgf 

Hombny the arena of their conflicts wlbi ibe Sidi Admiral 
of ihc Great Mughal,’ There were French alarms al.so- 
rcporis of ■* three French ships that lay at anchor off 
Old Women's island, weighed and beiooh themselves to 
a cle in pairofherls,” and poridts In the shape of a 
Danish fleet which, cruising too near me island. 

Hindered our trade and made our merchants fearful ol 
going to sea. " in consequence of these circumstance* 
the psp ilatlon of Uotnbay decreased the ompany's 
coffers were gradually depleted, Hm dc’cnccs of ihe 
inland were neglected and trade languished. 

QutMith the arrival of Charles Boone on the a6th 
December, J? S* * brighter day dawned. His first 
□chicvcmenl WHS to render Bombay secure from n I tuck. 
With thatobjeciin viciv he carried out the plan which 
Aungicr had Jormulated fony years earlier and. in the 
words of Downing. *' built a wall round the lowm of Bom¬ 
bay and foriilied the j-amc with a strong guard, kept ni 

\lciidon’s(Meudham'sl Point on the south part of the 
island, with strong gates and a large bastion, on winch 
they could mount twelve fine c.iimon, and in the lower 
nai t were four targe cannon that commanded all the luir 
hour, each currying shot of 4« pound. The west and north 
gates were as strongly fortified.'^’ He also extended 
tlie old dock*yard in the Fort, established the Mar tne,* 
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and encouraged th^^ crtctiou of sev'eral buildiiig^Sp in 
particular the Churehi now St. Thomas" Cathedraip which 
was opened with considerable ponip on Christmas l 

He also seltled quarrels about customs dues in 
a treaty with the Tortugutsc (dmted I ecember tjtb); 
bat the Ponuguesc uould not observe the treaty, and 
continued to intrigue with Aogria against the EngUsh. 
Under his auspices the depredations of Angria 
w'ere to soa^e e^tent checked ; a Secret War Commiitee 
WU3 appointed; and m expedition against ihe pirate^s 
chief stronghold was despatched under the commatid 
of Mr. Walter UrDU^ii+ On the 17th October 1710 ** the 
the Elmfibci/i and a gallivat fri^m our fleet 
before Gheria'^ brought news that Mr. Browni had landed 
a dct.'iChmenth slain a large number of the eormy and 
destroyed some of Angria\s shipping^^ With the 
Portuguese also Boone dealt summarily^ In May ijao 
he ordered all P^^rlugucse priests and Hi^shops to quit the 
island within twenty 4 our hours» on the grounds that 
they were Implicated in Kama Kamati's supposed 
treasonable dcaliings w'ith Aiigrta* * to which the 1*0rlu- 
guese responded by shopping several Bombay ships* 
beating Bombay tTorktnen, and sei^ring Hombav letters 
addressed to Madras. ThereupoUi in July 1720, Boone 
Issued a proclamation requiring all persons who live 
in other parts to repair hither with their arms in the 
term of twenty-one days^ on pain of having their estates 
contigeated to the Right Honourable Company **-“a 
proceeding which so greatly annoyed the Portuguese^ 
many of whom owned property in Bombaj-p that they 
erected a gibbi^t at Bandoru and hoisted up and let 
dowm again three times He Chaves and another nriaT!+ 
bol h in ha bi tant s of the is! and, iv bo we re sen t hence 
to give Fernando de Silvera notkeof the proclamation^'' 
Boone thereupon confiscateJ all the Portugue^^e estates 


■■ RdwardeA’ af 
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and ha«l a rule passed that no one, who wus not u reifular 
inhabitant of Uomhay, should (or the future be aUowed 
to purchiise Afly land in the island.' 


The one blol upon Hoone's j'overnorship wu* hiS 
treatment of Rama Kafiiati ■ in the mailer alluded 
to above. This man had been an old ally of the 
Company and apparently hud given the Bombay 
Couneil much assistance in times of stress: for in 
a letter to Bombay of June 30lh, 1690. ihe Sural Council 
wrote: “On the Island is Ramagce Comajee (Rama 
Kflfnnbji), an old trusty servant of the Right Honour* 
able Company aipd one that has stood by them on 
the isliiiid nil the wars and has been very assisting on all 
oceastoits not only in procuring men but in encouraging 
them to fight the enemy. He is one the general 
had a great kindness for, for his good services, and 
knowing him to be a great sufferer by the war promised 
him encouragement, those that know him give him n 
very good character.” In spite of this, however, Ranta 
Kamati was arraigned for high treason in i7tS, the chiet 
evidence against him being a letter dated October 

lytS purporting to have been written by him to Knnoji 
Angfia, w'hich commenced as follows To the opu¬ 
lent, magnificent as the sun, valorous and victorious,^ 
ill ways courageous, the liberal, prudent and pillar of 
fortitude, the essence of understanding, the protector of 
Brahmins, defender of the faith, pro-sperous in all things, 
honoured of kings above all councillors, Senhor Kanhoji 
.\ngria SarqueeU-Ramaji Kamati your servant writes 
with all vcnenitioii and readiness for your service, :ind 
with your favour T remain tvs aiwuy.s. Oiir General here 
has resolved in Council to attack and take the furt of 
Cundrv (Khandori or Kcnery), and thus it is agreed 10 
environ the said fort on the 17th October, and the 
armada, powder and b.iK and all other necessaries for 
war are ready. 1 therefore write your honour that you 
may have the said fort well fu rnished ,"_tt is possible 
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that tht; trial, which considcrablifi eiscitenn^ni 

throu|tboiit Bombay atitl Wcsttfa India^ mij^ht have 
ended in ihe acquittal ct ibe uccused, bul lor ihe aettoa 
iflketi by Boone. Oo his own rcspon^^bitaiy," rites 
Philip .'Xntlersoiii “ (he Governor examined ihe clerk 
{i.e.t Rama Kamat^s clerk) respecting the contents of iht 
letterp bat could not induce him lo make any <^i^clo■surrs/* 
So a vn ill ng him self of Ms antiquarian kiiOAVitge ht^d 
remembrtitsgp we presume, lhat the degcnvrale Ri mans 
allowed an unrestricted use of ibe <^utitw in ca^es of 
rreasoHi His Honour resolved to tr)-whether the secret 
could be wTenched out, and to l^^e his own word.®, the 
mitn “ did not confess till irons were scieu rd cn his 
thumbs, the stnuri whereof brruglit him to confession." 
Govindji Inmself was then examined nnd ahhatrgh he 
denied all knowledge ot ihe lelter^ his equIvocHlicn 
betrayed him. so lhat it became neccs^iry to squeeze ihe 
truth out of him ul.-^o^ His Hnnourp as chid inquisitor^ 
had The terrible ironn applied and Govindji confessed 
all lhat w■^^4 required.” These confessions turned the 
scale against Ihe uuforlunnie Shensi u I o was al oner 
found gulliy ai‘d sentenced to '* perrelt^nl irrprison- 
mrnt in the Trunk " Portui^ucse/rewcYP-JailJ and to 

have his properly I wop h Rs. 40,cc0p conhscated. His 
Tale was shortly .iftcrv^LardK shared by Dalhap a Bhandari, 
who w IS !ikewusa convicted of treason. The jusike of 
the s.ntcnce hns been severely commented upon by 
posterity and there ts some ground for holding that the 
documenlniry evidence against Rama Kutuati niiiy h^ ve 
been foigc . ** We have no reasonable drubl." writes 

Philip Anderson, '* tha! Govetnmmt W'as the tool of 
a base conspiracy and as >uch ccrumilled a cruel act of 
oppres^ton. It Is probable that the rrisDneri with the 
native love of intrigue, had si> far flayed a druble game 
as to bold s^ crel ccmmunlcatiou with Angria, but the 
evidence adduced to prove lhat ihoiie wi-rc treascinable 
w^as damnably false. Nevir even in Indhm Ccurls of 
Law' w'ero perjirry and forgery used with less scruple and 
more snbllcty^ Many years aftcrviards when the 
condemned man had pined in prison, his fRuvily w ere 
sunk in the depths of poverly+ and his judges repo^m;^ 
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comfortably in the belief lliai they had administered 
imp’Ttlal justice, it oi seed out that vile eaiiifTs had forjicd 
the letters which were produced against Rama and 
attached to the n fictitioua seals ! ” ' 


Excluding; this business of Rama Kamati's trial, Charles 
Boone's services to Bombay «cre of the highest vnluc ; 
and the results of his governorship are suitably portrayed 
by Downing in his account of Boone's departure nom 
the island in January i 7 «. " The time limited for the 

Government of the Honourable Charles Boone Esquire 
was expired," he rcmarlrs. “ and the Court of Directors 
appointed the Honourable John I'itis (Phipps?) Esquire 
to succeed him. Governor Boone had behaved m so 
honourable a manner that it was with the utmost reluc¬ 
tance that all ranks of people ai Bombay parted with him. 
And it ninv be rruly said that none of his predecessors in 
that post ever deserved so much on all accounts or had 
such real respect paid them. He left the Island of 
Bombay in January lyaa. and embarked on b 'i^rd the 
London (Captain Uptoni and hml with him the Cm-nwiM 
in companv (Captain Bi.rties), Though this honmirabte 
gent emun was defeated hi most of his undertakings 
against Angrla. with no small I rouble and eorctrn 
to himself, he left the island in a good posture 
ol defence both by »ea and land. He found the same 
unguarded and very poor, but left it flounshing '« 
and many merdumts were come from Madras and Bcrgnl 
to settle there. .VHer His Honour wa'= attended to the 
waterside by mOiU of the inhatiitants, he took hts leave 
and returned thim his hcsirly iharks icr the sincerity ol 
their friendship and subjection during His Govcmmenl. 
When the /eiiiAm was under sail and the o her Governor 
taking bis leave, he delivered up the keys and the 
charge of the island, with all the p-oper writings tn a 
large box. .-\i his Honour's embarking ibe guns lired 
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all mimd the Fort, as did th^ shcpping ood naval forceM 
of I lie island except the men-of-tfar.^* 

1711—a 7^4 Up to the inidiHc of the eighteenth century the polky 
of the Company an Bombay was to tempdrke with the 
various Native powerji in Wesiern India and to utiliiie the 
comparative tranquillity thus eng^endered m gradually 
strefi^ibening their politkal and commercial position^ 
Complete isolation wa-s impossiblef but having decided 
which of their natural enemies was likely to prove the 
mosi tronbleifioniep the Boiobay Council endeavoured to 
keep On good ter ns with that partvr aod w^henever it 
became necessary' to side with one power or the other, 
they sought to afford such assistance to the weaker as 
would prevent its being too speedily overwhelmed. In 
the matter of AiTgria and the Sidii tu^ also in the case nf 
the Portuguese and a rat has their policy was based on 
the we considerations. They fully comprehended thal the 
power of the Sidi tvas waning, that Angria was an 
extremely dangerous nelghhourt and that any successful 
attempt to subjugate the Inlter required a long period of 
preparation : and in con sequence they determined by 
supporting the former to use him ns n foil lo Angria until 
such time as they should themselvei^ be ready to stand 
alone.* This settled policy tow'ards external forces* 
as also a settled domestic administrcition, were rendered 
possible by the fact that the dual control of alfklr-^ by the 
Presidents at Bombay and Surat and internal Schism* 
which had marred all progress at the close of the 
seventeenth century, had disappeared and yielded place 
to unity of interest and purpose.? 

I n regard to the bidij the President reported in 1734 thal 
Sidi Saul of Anjanvel or Dabhol has at sundry times 
sent off to our vessels provision and refreshmcni, 
while cruising olf that port, and ha«s h^sn otherw ise verj 
courteous la his advices in relation to AngriaH In order 
to keop him in the like good disposition it h resolved to 
make him a present of thre e yards of sciirlei cloth, a pair 

^ IXvwnmg'a Comp. HiKlury of lh« Inititiin W*rs, 

♦ Edwflfdn" of Bombay. 

A new charter was gnimcd in ibe Company by Geerjjv I li» 
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of pistolsp and a It swords Eleveo years later (i 73 S) 
tbc Bombay Council adVAnced a loan of Us* 30+000 to the 
Sidi^ in order to prevent his insikin^ peace wiih the Mani- 
chas and. possibly plundtrln|; the country round Pen. 
although by that date Ins entire fleet had fallen into the 
hands of the Marathas ami Angriap and be himself was 
incapable of acting on the offensive. This was probably 
the last occasion on which the Bombay Council fimnd it 
necessary to treat the Sidi as a possible enemy ; for in 
1737 they actually enlisted Sidi troops far the defence of 
Sion fortress and in 174(1 after England had declared war 
with France and Spain Captain James Sterling was ^ent 
to Janjira to treat with the Sidi chief for the eniislment 
of MO mcAj who %vcre to farm an cfnc-rgency Cftmp in the 
centre of Bombay.' The compliment was returned a 
year later when Sidi Mftsud, who bad caused much 
trouble at Surat by his conflict with ihe Muhammadan 
governor, vfns permitted to enlist troops hi Bombay and 
was furnished by ihe marine storekeeper with two 4- 
pounder and Slit 6-poundcr iron guns for the use of bis 
grab* at the rate of Bs. iB per cwt.' Subsequent to 
this date this once troublesome opponent sinks into com¬ 
plete iu^ilgtiilicaricei and conflncs his diminished activity to 
consolidating his own posilion in Jafarabad imd Janjira. 

The tale of Bombay's deitlings with Angrla is some* 
what more stirring. At the out^^t of the period (1722) 
wc And Bombay attacking j^ome of Angria’s grabs at 

Worleigh ** fVarlij and carrying one of them back 
to Bombaythe pirate retorts by capturing a Bombay ship 
in 1758 and attjicking another in 1730.^ The following 
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year witnessed a hot engagement between “the^r«^ 
galley" and Angria's grabs, white in 1733. when at the 
iiufiancd of Teg Beg Khan the Company undertook the 
rate of “ Protectors of Trade, *' Lieutenant Uwhhird com¬ 
manded an espedition against the piratical stronghold at 
Underi About this date Kanoji Angrla died, leaving two 
legitimate sons. Sukojl mid Sambhaji. the former of 
whom obtained Rolaba as his share and the latter the 
south Konkan territoo'. Snkoji made friendly advances 
towards the Hombay Council nnd on the aist June 1733 
sent two envoys to the island with proposals for n deliflitc 
peace. But death frustrated bis object; and in his place 
arose Manaji, an Illegitimate son of the late Kanoji. who. 
with the assistance of the Portuguese, captured Kolaba 
and successfully resisted all Sambhaji’a efforts to displace 
him. Pormragan alliance with the Marathas, whose power 
was rapidly becoming absolute, he endeavoured to take 
the fort of Anjauvcl, under the guns of which lay the llect of 
the Sidiorjanjira. “To present such a consummation and 
check the growth of his power, the Bombay Council (in 
1737) sent Captain McNeale, who had recently regained 
his liberty, and Lieut. Inchbird with the Vtchtna, Bornia^', 
and Priftects galleys to the Bidi’s as-iislance; hot for 
some reason they did not .sail until the following March, 
and even then, although their force consisted of two 
ensigns, four sergeants, four corporals, forty European 
soldiers and Misty topasses, with si* nine-pounder guns, 
they wctc not empowered to take active miHisures, but 
merely to consult with the Sidi and deliver to him sisty 
barrets ol gunpowder and a hundred muskets. Such 
lukewarm aid was, as might have been expecied, un¬ 
availing; and Manaji Angria having gained possession of 
his enemy’s grabs and galllvats. was permitted to retain 
them on paying Rs. 70,000 to the Peshwa, who acquired 
for himself several of the Sidi‘s forts. 

■* Another of the same Angria’s conquests caused more 
vexation and dismay to the English Government than all 
the resit—Revas on the river fen, which Bows into the 
harbour of Bombay, became his, and thus he held in his 
hand a key to the communication of the ii5ta»d uriih the 
continent, A passage boat plied regularly between 
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(he two places for the convenience of the Brit)J<^ri$ 
who brought merchandl^ from the ulterior nnd whot 
II feared f mig'ht on their ret urn convey to the 

piratc«chief intelligence of all that was occurring^ in 
Scmbay. At first it was proposed that the ferry should 
be stopped ; but on redcction the Councillors of Bombay 
decided that its continuance was most important to their 
trade ^ that if this means of information were destroyed 
still Angrla could always learn all that he required, in 
some other wayr from his countrymen who reside on the 
island, and thatg after all, any advantages or di^dvant^ 
ages of keeping this communlcatiori open would be 
reaped in equal portion^ by thcrnijclves and their enemy: 
for although their nneasure^ would be revealed to 
they w'ould also he provided with an opportunity of 
seeing through his subtle designs. 

Sc serious were the injuries indicted by Manaji and 
Sambhaj], and so heavy the expense of fitting our ships 
to protect trade^ that the Company were prevented from 
making their usual investmend^r ^nd in their olarm even 
began to anticipate an CKtinction of their commerce in 
Western tndia^ Emboldened by success and looking 
for support from the Raja of Satara, the Angrias aspired 
to bring all the Sidles territories under their subjecUonj 
and possess themselves of every port on the coast 
between Bombay and Ooa^ Nor» in all probabiUtyi would 
their efforts have been fruitless, if family discussions^ 
w'hich so often thwart the best designs of Native 
powers, had not i ntervened. iM anaji and Sam bhaji beca me 
estranged from each ether, to the great satisraction of 
the President and Council, who at once resolved to 
foment their dlj;putes. With that view they setit to 
Kclaba Captain Tnchbird, who had become better acquaint¬ 
ed with the customs and languages of the Natives than 
ail his contemporaries, and was in consequence the 
favourite diplomatist of the day+ His instructions were 
simple ; he was directed to assist Manaji with money and 
military stores and “ to take all opportunities of spiriting 
him up to carry on his resentments against his hrolhen^ 

** At the same time naval operations were ujidertakeiit 
and Commodore Bagvreltf with four gmbSt having cruls^ 
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for lon^ in search of Sambhajt's fleet, and on y 
occasional glimpses of them, was delight* on e 
aand December 173B to see nine of his grabs and ihirtecn 
gallivals issuing from the port of Ghena, and creeping 
timidly along the shore, Disproporlioned as his force 
was i« numbers, he at once bore down upon them ; hut. 
anaious only to avoid a conflict, they stood into the r.ver 
of Raiapur, where the gallant and impatient Comniodore 
beheld them lying at anchor, and in bravado displaying 
all their flags and reimmits. At a loss to acconnt for 
what he called such “ eonsumnnnte impudence, he con- 
iectored that they must be relying for safety upon a fort 
or some hidden dangers of the navigation with which 
he was unacquainted. After a brief consultation, how¬ 
ever, with his two captains, he resolved to engiige them 
at close quarters, and made All sail to approach them, as 
his crews gave three hearty cheers. But the enemy's 
defiance had been only vain show, and on seeing the 
English really bearing down upon him, his first aim was 
to run up the river. The eager Commodore used h>s 
utmost efforts to prevent him from carrying this into 
effect, '■ Before some of them cootd slip or cut, " he 
wrote afterwards, “ I was within mosquett shot, and did 
really think t should have been on board one of them." 
As it was. lock did not declare in his favour ; they 
scampered ofi tinder his heavy broadsides, until he found 
himself with only four faihoms of water and locked in by 
the rocks. Ignorant of the navigaiiou he was compelled 
to give the signal for retiring, and had but the slight 
satisfaction of hearing afterwards that he had mflicled 
much damage upon the enemy’s fleet, and killed hta duel 


admiral. . , . « ,• i. n . 

I* Thus avoiding all encounters with the English fleet, 

Snmbhaji still contrived to prey upon their shipping. On 
the 26th or ayth December, 1735, he had inflicted a most 
severe blow on their trade by attacking the Derby, a 
targe merchantman, with five of his grabs. After a 
severe tngagemeat, in which all her masts were shot 
away, he succeeded In making her his prize, and thus 
procuring such a large supply of naval stores that he 
was enabled to equip his ships as well as any on the 
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The same year in which his ships had fled so 
disgracefully before the little squadron under Comtnodore 
he was much eEated by capturing; the Company s 
l^rab nne and several smaller vessels with nch cargoes^ 
A-’i though satisfied with such signal successes he pro^ 
tended to wish for peaccg and in 1739 uiadc overtures to 
the Enghsh government ^ but as be dcrnsiiided that they 
should provide n3l their trading vessels with his passes* 
and pay him tivo milMoits of rupees noriually for the free 
navigation of the seas, bis proposals were at once 
rejected as absurdly cximvagani. The following Jannaiy 
he fixed hH eyvs upon a larger prey than he hud ever 
before ventured to attack- On the ninth of lhat month 
as the Namn^/^n, CVw and /MifiiX, fouf 

East [ndlamcn which had just arrived ou the coast from 
England^ were waiting for a convoyt they descried at 
sun set fifteen saili which they soon knew to he Angrias 
fleet, liingling out ihe as she was some 

dihtance froTti the rest, the enemy formed their line 
abreast, according to custom andp firing their prowguns^ 
bore down upon the Indiaman^ which at first,only replied 
with her stern chasers j then finding her weight of metal 
superior^ tacked and delivered three broadsides* After n 
distant contest of five hours| the pirates sailed away ; but 
unwilling to lost such a rich prize, appeared ^gaiti at five 
the next morningi rending the air as they drew near 
with discordant music, Tbi- time the Afur ton accept^ 
cd their invitation nt oncep and they were proportionately 
reluctant to enj-age at dose quarters ; but at last she 
came up w ith three large grabs* including their admiral s, 
and shortly at ter wards no fewer than sir were w'ithin 
a few yards of her. At noon their a dm iraPs vessel was 
crippled, and tb > sheared off* tha gallivats which were 
impelled by oar> ta^ mg him in tow. and thus gettifig to 
windw^iid, where the large ivnglish ship could not follow 
them. Their repulse at that juncture was most fortunate 
as the ammunition on board the Narnn^^n was expended, 
suid her commander could not have continued the fight 
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longer. Knowing tkftt 5 t wa.^ his best policy to look his 
enemy in the face, ht lay to foe three hourSp but they did 
not venture to renew the engagement. 

** A-r for Manaji Angnahe was a fast and loose friend or 
an actual enemy, it suited him. Even hts friendship 

was dangerous, and, to use the comparison of the Indian 
moral]st» he was like coat which, w'hen hot^ burns the hand 
and when cold, blackens it * when he professed to be a close 
ally of the English I his covetous nature could not resist 
the temptation if one of their unarmed ships happened 
to be sailing near his quarters^ At the ver^i' time his 
en%'oy was making protestations of friendly scrttiments at 
BomlMiy, he seized livo vessels laden with grain for the 
island, and before remonsinincc could reach him, tivo 
other vesiisels belonging to the factory of Surat. All 
complaints and threats he met with excuses and 
evasions. When how^ever he had gone so far as to make 
English prisoners labour at bis ^public works, such in¬ 
solence could no longer be tolerated, and in March 1739 
Captain Inchblrd sailing with his little fleet to Karanja, 
which had just falleri into Manaji*s hondsp captured eight 
of his fignting gnllivusts and thirteen fishing boats^ In 
November Manaji took the Island of Elephanta, hoisting 
his flag there in defiance of the little English garrison of 
Butcher^s Island l and although he had begun an amica¬ 
ble correspondence in April and showed a dispc>^^tion to 
make restitution for past injuries, he detained In July 
four boats which they had sent acroSsS the harbour to 
Open commufiicfttions with the General of the Maratha 
Peshwa* As thb last insult was offered at a time w'hen a 
rupture would have been inconvenient, it was overlooked, 
and B hollow peace was made between him and the 
English Government. Some time afterwards, misfortunes 
changed his dispessition, and brought him as a suppliant 
to Bombay, where he represented that his brother Sum- 
bhaji having taken Chnul, Alibag, Thai and Sagargad, 
had laid siege to Kolaba, and cut off all the fresh winter 
of the garrison. At his earnest request the President 
and Council sent a few grafes^ which conveyed a supply 
of water, scared Sambhajrs fleet awTiy, and opened such 
a heavy cannonade upon his camp, as compelled him to 
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remove it from the sen^side and Uirov-- up entrench meats 
For Us protection, Ihe humbled inveder ^heu ^ed 
that the English commanders would permit lum to re i ^ 
quietly, and on that being refused he made a disorder > 

- No Hoor^er however had Maoaji been thus do , ye rod 
from his brother's grip than the approach 
ibrcntened him with a worse . 

,vere actually marching to his relief, which signified m 
other words that they proposed settling themselves i 
Kolaha and appropriating its revenues to 
OismayecI at the prospect, he depnved them of 
for any further aovance by hastily patching up a 
with Snmbhaji. and the two Angrias having received ^ 
wholesome warning, lived for a tune m fraternal 

In ,74s and again in 175a occurred further piratical 
excesses on the part of the Angrias ^ and the Bombay 
Council seeing no hope of bringing Sambhaji to reason 
decided to form an alliance against him with the 
Marathas,^ In i7S5 coalition was formed and re^ 
suited in the despatch in the same year of an 
against Tulaji, the successor of Sambhaji, ^bicb met 
w^th unqualified success aud ended m the 
Banket among the Company's possessions - 
I ndia. *■ By arlicles of agreemeni with the Mamthas m 

March 1 «sC' remarked the President {Richard Bourchier) 

■‘when our troops went with them on an expediiionagam 
Tulaji Angria. it was stipulated that the forts at Pancole 
(BankotV and Himmatgad with their dct«ndenl ^illagw 
should be yielded to our Honourable Masters and the 
other conquered places to the Marathas In consequence 
of this stipulalion the Marathas have offered and are now 
7"^^-Z Vtt* ri-lQ i CofiaflStiliCn* of Bcwnhay 

Ce^h brE“DufrfBo-'-'Vt 

bay l^ttEiclIoer XXV f.. Pari # c i h 

carrie4 t wa giaoi in bow and f*»l numb*™ ^ 
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rewdy to eoitiply wtlh their ^ngiigcmcjit. The CouocM 
thcrctipon appointed Mfi Price t hief of Bankot, and 
de^^pzilched a farce to ijarriison ihe place.* But Tukjt 
Aof^t-u'i was not yel conqtaered. 

A fie r the capture of Suv^irndriJ^ in 1755 he took refuse 
m I he strohKhaM of Gheria (Vijftyndrug) bultt upon a 
craggy promontoryp almost surrounded by sea, and 
moved bis ships tinder the sheher of its walls. When ihe 
mont^-oon of that year was over, the naval and fnilitary 
streni^tH of Bombay was mcreas’Cd by the arrival of Ad¬ 
miral WaLson with the Royal Squadron and of Colonel 
Robert Clive wills a large dciachmml of the King^s 
troops from England. The irorps had been sent to 
attack the French and iheir nilies in the Deccanp but the 
fiombay Governmenl (bought ihey mighi lirst be employ¬ 
ed with lid Vantage in destroying the pirate. Admiral 
VValson ccmsenled on certain conditions to employing 
the King's .ships in reducing the fastness^ and Colonel 
Robert Clive tendered his services. Commodore 
James sent with Ihree ships eo reconnoitre Ihe 

fortress which was believed to bens strong as Gibraltar 
and, like that, situated on a m cun lain inaccessible from 
the sea.'' Hn however reported that the place was 
net hi^h nor nearly so strong as it had been represented.'^ 
On the 7th February I7sfjp the fleet sailed from Bombay^ 
[t eons^st^d of 1^ men-ot-war (six of the royal Hect and 
six o: the Company^sjp five bomb-vessels, 4 Mariitha 
grabs and 50 gallivat^. Aboard the ships, to co-operate 

* LdwsnleH Ri*eoS Bunlbay, p* 17G. ^ Hombay Gaieliecr 

aterinls^ tbisvielofy mas mchi at SuYamdJnig by C^^mmodar^ 
Janies of the hombay Warinc. After ihc fa I of ^uvArwilnig James 
proeccUed Id BankOL. which iurrcridcred mt I he first s^mmoru^. 
An 4 was hanided over Iq ihe hlarakhjts to keep for the £ng1l»h. 
Oil bis return, iHe l^tighsh Commodore Bc^ordlrvg to agreement 
made aver i^uvarndnag to the. Sbtanalhai and In Oii;toher we look 
poase^Spon of Bank&E and changrd sTi name to Kort Victor^. 
CO'iiDiodare JamrV relumrd lo Bombay on the 271 h April 1755 ; 
bui tbe Board having hnd pressing IctlcTS from ^^a^a and 

hta generals that he should oaaisl them In reducing Katnli.gLTh 
they reliJvliuitly consmlcd lo eend him thero« tn a letter In the 
Honourable Company We hre toldr *' On nur veaseVs arriiaJ at 
Ralnagiri I hey flung a few shells into tie phico. hul ihr shell 
tumbling 3 0 On the Approach of the mOn^oon made it impraclicA^ 
ble to diripet Ihe hheJU with any holies of ftUCCCsSp and the ilfne 
bei^g ^-lapsed tc which we had IpmiEcd the Com ' ildcire'^ nlav to 
the southward he nturned Again Aod imjHrled the iSth May.' 
(Se-cclions from State Paperu (ttiSj), MarAiha Srrkis p- vfli.) 
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with ihum oo the land side, was a force of Soo Europeans, 
a company of Kiofis Artillery, and too Native itoops. 
Before the fleet sailed the chief oEtcers met to determine 
how the prixe money should be divided. Aecordintf to 
the King’s procUmation Clive was only cnutlcd to the 
same share as the Captain ol a ship, but Watson gene¬ 
rously cor.setitcd “to give the Colunel such a part 
share as will make it equal the Kear-Admiral Pocock’s. 

On the ijth the squadron arrived off Gheria and found 
the Maralha force camped against it. 1 ulaji Angria 
terrified at the strength of the Urillsh Heel, leti the 
fortress in charge of his brother and took reluge in the 
camp of hia own countrymen, i he Mirratha general then 
endcavoureu to persuade the admlrul to posipone ilie 
commeiicrinent of hostilities, promising to bring' Tulaji 
in person the nest morning to arrange a peaceful surrender 
of the tortfcss. But iis he iuiled to keep his word, the 
admiral gave tne signal for attack. On the 13th l-cbruHry 
at (i-23 p.m , the flag in Gneriu was struck, and an oiffeer 
with sixty men marched into the lori and took possession ; 
at 6-36 p-m-i the English flag wash, isted. The lulloiving 
day Clive marched in with aU the lard forces, aitd then 
despatched 11 boat to Bombay with Icliers recording the 
capture of the Fort and llm destruction of Angria’s entire 
llect.* 1 bus the pirate disappeared for ever irom the 


■ from State Record. I.P- vln. kdw.rde^ 

jf Dj-irn'K ty "I hc liOnibivy Owifif ti-il liV KfcV'i-Bi*i 3Sp .3^ ^ 'll *^1 L 

iVom riElltfd ^.llnh(^ 

Bomb kv (JauntinciH ibc Kn>tifiEl» ihwl Ihtff had not E^iuHed 
ti.*rnrc HL5ldLiiir a cDOrt-rniutijil dtl :iir Jimsca 


projKr t 

Ciol'Crn’- 


whrtirwJiwd Was ne ver r cm »rhnbliif for civibly 

ment, whom the name^of.h,j.^.u^ ^ 

™”«^"mnd to Jlruct >uch an uffieer in “,^1 

Whether they would ctusagcCclwcl k hve . milil^r ..^.^r-Por ihis 
The Licm.^monel *mte « “ .f he w« *S;“ *nd M 

cmnmisfioti in Bombay t hoi m.ny Other offieers bore it. 
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policlcxil SLiid in due course settled down to ibe \l(s 

of a coimtQ'-landholdcrT Subject to the laws of the British 
Go%'emnrictit, 

Meanwhile the Foni'ard march of the Marathas had 
inlroduced a new polltlciil element into the consultations 
of the Bombay CoundL *' The poAver/^ remarks a Avritcr 
in the ^ Bombay Quarterly RevIcAv^' ^ “ which of all 
others* was every day becoming more formidablet not only 
oa accoMat of its great resourceSp but also of a certain 
mysiery^ which in the opinion of the English hung about it, 
was that of the Raja of Sntarat or rather of his ambitious 
Tn1nister+ The active and marauding Shivajees*. an the 
Marat has had been called^ now mustered regular armies p 
with well*cquipped trains of JirtiHeryt and not content 
with levying blackmail in the open country i were prepared 
to batter down walls, and capture their neighbours^ for- 
t!res^s+ Their propensities Avere indeed feline mther than 
canine^ and preferring Aveak to strong cnerrtie^ii they' set 
their covetous eyes on the Portuguese possessions which 
lay at intervals between Goii and Surat^ all o^ which they 
had sanguine estpectations of acquiring. In the vicinity 
of Bombay theit progress vras more alarming than else¬ 
where. As they advanced^ the Portuguese resistedp 
sometimes with desperate courage, like some wild beast 
at bay, w^hich may for a while stagger the hunters by the 
ferocity of Its aspect* but unable to &ave its own life, can 
at W'orst only inhict mortal injury upon one or two of its 
numerous assailants. Vear by year the powder which, 
$ince the days of Albuquerque^ had added romuntie pages 
to Indian history '; which« instead of being content like the 
British with the monotonous details of commercOp had 
been distinguished alike by the brilliancy of its heroism 
aed the magniEude of its vices, by the sack of cities, the 
plunder of helpless ryots, the establishment of the inquisi¬ 
tion and other such tender appliances for the conversion of 
the heathen, by the multitude of Its slaves and the 
capaciousness of its hidalgos' harems—year after year iKat 

CDDC^rfled in Lha prenpriety of ihe DiTBjnjfcmctUj iiumId for Ihifli 
cOvrl-n3arli«il» In COncrttlBiOR,. Ihr Government assured, bim that 
they bad no Wish to inavU him os he jPipposed, and thoy would 
rofer the queslion in dispute to the Caurl of DirectoiSf'' 

^ Bombay Quarterly Review, VII, 7^*— 
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power was being curtailed by the eflcroaelimert of its 
enctntea, and ever and anon tidings reached Bombay that 
itie Marathas bad sei2ed atiolhef Portueuese fort or 
appropriated to ibemsclves the revenues of another 
Portugiese district. In i73* Thana was threatened, and 
the Government pf Bombay, disposed at the litne to asswi 
the weaker side, sent three hundred men to garrison it, but 
soon afterwards withdrciv their aid and ra ther countenan¬ 
ced the aggressora. * The Portuguese teiritories adjacent 
to Bombay,* thev wrote, - have been suddenly ini aded by 
the Marathas, a people subject to the Sow (SahuJ Rnia, 
who have prosecuted their attempts SO successfully as to 

rendereveaour Honourable Masters- island in danger. 

In 1737 the Maratbn army sat down before Thana, and 
although the Portuguese repelled two assaults with 
bravery, the third struck them with panic, and the place 


Hence on the ayth .'Vpril 1737 ► 1 ’'= President recom¬ 
mended his Council “ to take into consideration what part 
it will he proper for us to act in the present juncture, 
though it will not be prudent to come >0 a final resolution 
till we know for certain what force the I’ortiiguese can 
raise. An idle proposal has been made for permitting 
the Marathas to conquer Salsctie and privately treat with 
them for delivering U to us. Besides the perfidy of 
such an action in regard to the Portuguese and the 
mischief it might bring upon our Honourable Masters 
from that nation, so many objections and difficulties occur 
again St so treacherous a scheme that we can by no means 
think of undertaking it, were we even secure of the 
event.- U was finflUy decided to hold aloof from the 
strug^lv fot ‘'1® present and to despatch *'Ramji 
Parhhu, a person of capacity and experienee,” to discover 
what were the exact intentions of ChimnBji Appa, the 
Maratha general. Closer and closer pressed the in vaders 
round the Portuguese, who repeatedly taunted the 
English with not making common cause against t e 
idolaters and the common enetnys to all European 
nations”' and finally sent Padre Manuel Rodrig o 

V rorrest'a Selcctien. fiaSs), ii-tii- The 
hi, nru.lr.tily, buC sent fifty men Wilh -ime amnumUiW. to 
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d'Estinclofrom Basseb to Bombay to ploflJ fof assistance. 

Ill spite ot the specious arguments of the priest, the 
Bombav Council adhered to their posit ion of ncutifaliy 
and desired the President to write to that effect to the 
General of the North. The end cameiniT^S. Once 
again the Portuguese raised ii despuiring cry for hc'P» 
to which the Governor replied in the words “ 1 dare not 
hasard to increase our charges by a rash and abrupt 
dectaration of war against these people not only wiihout 
the orders of my superiors, but without a force to support 
it and carry it through with dignity and reputation. 
From Goa also came a final appeal lo which the Council 
responded " by venturing a loan even at the haaard of 
our own private fort ones, in case of the same being 
disavowed by our employers and then—the curtain fell 
upon Portuguese dominion In the North Konhan, Basscin 
yielded to Chimnaji Appa's hordes, her inhabitants fled 
to safety in boats provided by the Bombay Council, and 
Salsettc with its churches, monasteries and its Christian 
population became the property of the “* imperiol 
banditti 

The Bombay Council were thus called upon to decide 
what policy to adopt towards the Marathas* and they 
wisely resolved to coart their iricndsblp for the time 
beiog:- No sooiaer bad Basseia fallenp therefore, ihaa 
they despatched an eii'issary to Chimnaji Appawitha 
letter of coni;ratulation and a present of several yards of 
clothe and in 1739 coacladed through Captain Inohbird 
a treaty with the PeshwRi whereby they were permitted 
trade freely throughout his donitnions.* Tho 5anie 
officer was appointed to act as mediator between the 
Portuguese and Mamthas la the rnaticr of the transfer of 

ifi the defence af Bandoni, These were with dm wn when Ihi^ 
gcnerBi declared, hi* inlcnlian ofaUacking the place. 

^ hldwnrde*^ Hke df Etombuy- The Fortingkicae mailc 
HlAfid boib Al BojLveid Itnd CliauU but were tveuldAlly So^ced 
td yleEd. 

■ The Advance df the Marathaa hatlled io 173.3 to the appoint- 
l»€-nl Idr Ihelirftl Hmc of a Foreign ScCreiary, iho 

ppandeneewJlh the country ernn entt I Ad very large 

And pro veil « gre*l trouble lo the Fre^ldeflt' Joho CJcldnd wa* 
appointed. (J- f>. in the Tinies of India of } RegardinJT 

ihe treaty nf 17^9, see Forrest^s SrieclionSp p. vi* 
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Chaul in r740; and thrcuehout the ensulns twenty years 
the Bombay Cowneit never lost ftd opportunity et 
strengthening' the bonds of friendship between them* 
selves and the government in PootiBi being encouraged 
in their policy by the Directors of the Company In 
Ivngland who to their advices on the subject of alliance 
ivith the Marat has ever added a note of warning against 
possible atts of treachery or hostility.' In 1737 when 
the prospect of a French invasion was imminent, the 
Maratbas offered to accommodate all European ladies 
and children at Thana ; in 1759 » cnihassy was sent 
to the Peshwa w'ho was rep -rted to he annoyed at the 
Bombay Council not having assisted him tocaplure Jaojira; 
while in (76a one Govind Shivram Pant ■‘delivered 
at the Company’s new house an elephant presented by 
Nana [I'r-, the Peshwa) to our Honourable Masters*"' In 
this manner, by the constant exchange of presents and 
expressions of good will, Bombay contrived to avoid 
open rupture with a power which, while thoroughly 
distrusting, she knew she was not yet strong enough to 
mCit on equal terms. One by one the Sidi, Angrla and 
the Portuguese had succumbed; but their capscity for 
opposition was very small compared with that of the 
Marat ha 5: and the Bombay Government very wisely set 
themselves to the cultivation of an open friendship 
until they had improved the military and marine forces 
of ih^ i^lnnd. 


The proyimity of the Mamihas, coupled with the 
declaration of war by E ngland a gnina t Prance and 
HUe of Homb»y. for reference* on thU head, 
'This elephant rormed the auhjcrl et a *treng complajnt by 
ihe Direel or* against the Governor, Richard Bourchi cr, fjr 
Mlravaannise, One of the item* of espeBditure reitonrd 10 
LondOn^as ’■Ra hu for previsicthS for I he ^ reStdenl s clephML 
" Whaldeea Air. PaumSier want "“'h an elrphanl, they *»k . 

The anvernur replied tl‘Bl ** The ctephanl is calW, but vary 
improperly, the Fres dent’s S for he i* yoor HnnOur s 
an^lhVlfreatest honour the Company had ever 

at this Island, pnd I* what could not he rtfltiwd nOr ^ «J 

The Dlroetor* hone vat, ordered him to lalM the _ ^ 1 ”^ 
tunltv of easinif us of thl* hurlhen t and in due Coo^ l_ 
an"nial “ « as a present to Fama Kh^n of Sura . ^ 

lunaiety die.l on the road, On ibis and ot her aeaounli 
deemed tl expodient to lOiijfii ihe o£B^ gf GowrnorJ n F?* 
1760. (EdWart W' Rise of BOBha? i Times of India of 8-1* 1844.) 
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Spain in 1744 which lasted wkh 1 interval^i of campHrativc 
pe^ice till 176JS1 " anti coupled aho with the possibility of 
commercial ri%ttlry with the Dutch between 1756 and the 
close of th e period un der re v Sew ^ was responsibla for a 
marked stren^theoing" of the Bombay fortifications^* 
All Irecs wTlhiti 120 yard-^ of the outer Fort wall were 
cut tioiviip and in i739t alter the fall of Basseiiit the 
principal Native merchants subscribed Rs* 30^000 
towvards the constfuctlon of a ditch all round the h ort^ 
which was finally completed in 1745^^1 ^ cost of 24 lakhs. 
Between 1746 and i76oeontinual additions in the shape 
of baslioiiiS and biittenes were made to the Fort, while 
the old fortress OH Dongri Hill was partially dis¬ 
mantled as belng^ dangerously close to the town.i The 
military forces were increased by the enrolment of 
larger oombers of native troops ; the dockyard was 
extended ; a marine way established : and in 1735 LhvJi 
N asarwanji, the Wadia orShipbuilderT w^as brought down 
to Bombay from Surat and was actively engugod 
through out the whole period iti building new vessels for 
the Cfltnpany,^ The growth of the Lompaoy'^s political 
status went hand in hand with the social and economic 
development of Bombay. In 1728 a Mayor^s court was 
estabhsbed | recUmation of a tomsiordry nature was 
carried out at the Oreat Breach at ^lahaJaksbmi; com- 

^ The Only battle ever fouj^ht bv the FreTich and Englia'll in 
Weitern Ind a was Lhe engagement between the and 

whieli look, place in J747 within sight of Breach Candy. 
War wilb !^p un and rrnnee Came to An end with the Treaty of 
Eofitamehleau In 1762, and the ist September in that year was 
obse ved d^y cf thankiigiving far tbe fe^taraticni of peace 

with hottl cauttitficstL At a.m. the Preiiidetfl and CouneiJ. allcnded 
by the principal Eurnpe^n and Native inhahitanils repaired to 
Ibe Green, where the Secretary to Govemmeqlij niOonied mM 
u»cJll On hnneback^ rttad H » Majesty a proeJamaKpOn of peace^ 
and A wilnte wai bredi The Europeana then Went lo Church And 
beard M UnuikaglviDg Bermon prepared for Ike occasion^ 
Quart, Re view ,K No. X, pp. 199^400.} 

*\ ■ r> Edwardei' Rise of Bombay^ 

Two year* earlier ff-e, April ittb i^l the morning acid 
evening gun was for the fimt time fifed+ There wa-i some fvar 
that the Court of CHrectors would grumble at the trifling expense, 
and it ^aa ihercfore arranj^d ihat a saving ahouFd be made by 
dimi nisbing the number of hono rai y salum , 

* /Aid. 

^ I Aid. 



ini^ToRVi 


11 J 


munkation^ with SalscUc and tb« mainland were impro¬ 
ved ; satillary aditiimstration was inlrcKliiCcd by the 
appointment of n membcT of the Council a_s Tawm- 
Scavenger in 175?^ by the promulgation of building rules 
in 1748+and by the allotment of new aresui for building 
outside the Fort in 1746 ; land w^as taken up for public 
thoroughfares \ the old burial-grouind at Mcndham s 
PoirLi w'as dcniolished and replaced by Sonapnr in 1760 ; 
and every encouragement was given to both Europeans 
and Natives to build outside the walls/ 

By the end of 1764 Bombay had been rendered idmosi 
impregnable and far more compact than at the close of 
the Brst quarter of the eighteenth century. Col aba was 
stiU separated from Bombay by the tidCi but ihc dam at 
Varli. which Captain Bates had constructed by ij^ 7 * 
hud operated to check the inroads of the sea and had 
rendered the central portions of the bland partly 
available for caUHation and habitation* The Fort, 
crowdtrd w'lth European and Native dwellings^ the 
former *Mvbitcwashcd and with covered pia22as,^ 
with yvarehouses, shops* and workyards was still 
the centre of business and urW life in virtue of its 
Docks, iU Green, Charity Schools, Courts of Justice, 
Mint and Churchy but north of the outer wall a new 
town springing into existence between Dongn hdl 
and the oarts, and housc-dotlcd gardens along the shore 
of Back Bay- Portioni? of Malabar Hill were let to the 
native inhabitants of this new town, and pi^ticaUy the 

entire area between the modern Grant Rojid and the 
Bandoni creek was under cultivation* the inhablianU 
of the extra-mural area being strongly protected from 
attack by small forts at Maicagon, Sewri utid Vi\th and 
by the larger fortifications at M ahlm and Sion/ In a 


’ FisrdnaUi of the town in 175a. iee Voyage tojhr 

tndie^ Amone the better known house* nuisul^ihe Fort 

.s mI™. 0-i.ed 

Ooveroor n home at P*ri.l; and IM old 
which hBd been kept 'veil Whilc-™hrd in tt.c rl.rly 
■ - n, iA 4 Uk>wan bl i^uie 10 vcabcl# entering Or tea^nif toe 
Gnv^^mcnl let 

Bybcld, an condmern tlwt he whitc-WMhod llw frunl of lJi« 
nnce n yea**- ... , 

- For further dci.ila IK* Edward d*'R.*c pf BomUty. PP- ‘" 9 - 
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word Bdinbay, with her pcjpululon of rdughly lOOkOOO 
and her larRcly inercastd comitiercial rclatk>ns«, vas 
pmcticiilly ready by 1764 id appeur in the arena and 
give pranf of her potiiical power, and only awaited Ihe 
p>;ychical moment to fight for ihc mastery of the whole of 
Wciitern India. 

The political history of Bombay during Jihe latter 
portion of the eigbtctnth centnr)^ is concerned almost 
wholly with the relations subsist in between the Com¬ 
pany and the Maratha Government, Between tjG^ ^md 
1770 the Dutch made a final attempt to secure a factory 
in the rteijibbourhood oflhe i^l^nd by secret negotiation 
with the Pesflwa Madhaw Rao' E while danger of war 
with France was not wholly absent. Letter's from 
Madras in >77tp forexample^ observed that an outbreak of 
hOiitlliiles was probable, and in 1777 Mr. Mostyo^ the 
British aijent in Foona, despatched such alarming 
accounts of French Intrigues at the Feshwa's ccmrtp that 
the Bombay CouociS applied to Sir tdward Hughes or 
his successor toi bring the Royal Squadron to Bombay as 
early as possible. A year later the French furtory at 
Surat tvas seized by the Company, and all the French^ 
men in the city^ with the exception ol the Consul 
and his family, were deported lo Bombay, But as 
Mr* Horsley polnled out to the Governor-Gcoirral in a 
letter of the and August, 1779, there was little fear of 
direct attack upon Bombay i there was only the possibi¬ 
lity that Nana PKadnavin, who was at the head of the 
military party in the Feshwa’s govern men t. might eo- 
courage the French by grants of territory to settle 
betuieen English and Maratha territory and thus place 
the power and trade of Bombay in jeopardy. I tit the 
steady pursuance of a peaceful policy in earlkr years had 

* Dulch Ri^coraii at SutrjU. The Dirpcte.ir of Sural And 

Gavi^rrior^El'CcL of ^lolabArp Chriallan LuIk lep a note fci^ 

his Auccesfior ^hkh nui bi foUDur^^ BomhAy l^ddI nuei le 
dourt^h more Afid tnore The expert is free, I he merchAn u far 
Ire cn being appre^sed are faveured And encouraifed, and lU that 
cUy i* cto^icr to the DccETan the ifadc with that vOuolry is Irafia^ 
{erred from Serai 10 liOinbay. Tt lEruck me that thin slate cf 
aRairA contmuing. it night be advlsabte for the to 

obtain m place near or about Ooinbay+ where it woHJld %a'ii the 
I>£ccao merchAAta to trade and thus Lu draw them away rrom the 
EngLiah*'’ 
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pifkced the island in a very stronj^ positicn t nnd tho 
intrigues of the French merely resulted in the adoption 
of meiTisiires for greater security + The coniideuce which 
now charncteri?Eed the Bombay Council is ^^howfi ki the 
despatch of an expedition to Fe^^^a in 1768. Since the 
dc>ttruction of Angria at Ghetia they had been largely 
engaged in prosecuting the Company's commercial aftairs 
at Gombroon and in the Persian Gulf and in fostering 
trade ihrough Basra tvith the interior of Per^^ia^ In 
1767 one of their shipst the which %vas cruising 

in the Gulf, was hlowm up ; and almost immediately aficr- 
wards the Bombay Council entered into an oflensive 
alliiLuce with Karim Khun, one of the locaJ chlef^p ageiu^t 
CaTrack and OrmuK, and despatched shipsi men and 
military stores to co-operate w ith him at the opening of 
* the following year*' 


The close of the preceding periods it W'ill be remem¬ 
ber edt was marked by the existence of friendly relations 
between Bombay and the Marathast albeit the English 
were keenly alive to the possibilities of treachery and 
hostiitty on the part of these naliiral cnemiesr ** All 
the States in India writes Grant Duff W’ere inimical to 
tiuropeans of every nailon* and even when bound down 
bv treaties, they were at best but Faithless friends* w'hcHiC 
jealousy no less than iheir prejudice w^ould have prompted 
ibcm to cxttrpaie the foreigners.*' Clive himself, 
the time of the expedition against Angria, had cle.arly 
proved to Bombay that no reliance could be placed upon 
the JtdfS of the Peshwa'^s representatives, and by 

1764 the Council had decided once for all that exceptional 
prudence was ncccssar>' to prevent the undermining 
of the Company*s position In Western India and the 
precipitation of hos^tiliitcs. For the first few years of the 
period under review'therefore the old policy of friendship 
was pursued, com bln cd with orders^ such as that of 
March 23nd, 1763, prohibiting Ihe iiapply of arms, can¬ 
non and marine slores to siny country' power. ^ la 
1766 the Court of Hirectors learning thaiTulaji Angria's 
tw'O sons had escaped from confinement in a Marath:* 


^ B^M.ha.y Gdxcttcdr illatcriiil^+ Pairt 1 1 lidwEitara' Kisc of 
^ l-:dwnrd»'RifiCL^fB.irnbBi . Gn^elltf^^ >[ati*rriK. PjiA I- 
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fort and had (led to B.™hii>- for protcctlan. urged upon 
the Council the possibility of the Mnniihas tahmg 
timhrage at this event and the consequent advisability of 
dismissing the fugitives as eariy ns possible t while m 
1769 the dread of the iiiRuencc of Hyder Ati led to the 
despatch of a fresh embassy to the Peshwa. In tltcir 
tetter ofinstniciTons to tlieir envoy, the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment dec'arcd that the growing power of the Maralhns 
was a subject much to be lamented, “ and has not failed 
to atlroot our atiention as well as that of the Presiden. 
cies of Madras and Bengal, inasmuch that nothing 
either in their power or ours would be omitted to check 
the same as much as possible.” The envoy was to 
attempt to ocgotiete an alliance against Hyder, On the 
19th November 1767 Mostyo reached ^ " a pagoda 

called Gaueshfchind within one of Poona.” He resi¬ 
ded at the capital for three months and had many inter¬ 
views with the Peshwa. " He was always treated with 
great courtesy by the Sovereign and Ministers, and many 
intricate negpiiations w'cre begun, but none were brought 
to any definite conclusion, because both parlies were 
watching the tide of everts," ■ The prohibition of the 
esport of iron “ which Bohras aad others sent across the 
harbour for the service of the Marathas” was a further 
measure of precaotioo, dictated by the knowledge that 
before long tvo should have to meet the army of the 
enemy : while in [ 77 ' the Board recorded their strong 
objection to the sate or export from Bombay of “ Europe 
naval stores ".on the grounds that they led to ah in¬ 
crease of the Marathas’ mival force, very much agiiinst 
the interest of the Company,'* 

Tint from the year 1771, when Mr. William Hornby 
assumed (he ollice of Governor of Bombay, the Company's 
poliev siiRered a radical alterntion. The hour had arrived 
for Bom bUY to emerge as a military power; and dissen¬ 
sions among the Marath.is ihcmselves afforded the 
President aod Conucil the opportunity of casting a-ide 
the rOle of a purely mercantile body and putting to the 
test the military ami political capacity whicn for many 


* fruni Stale I'aprr*, (iS3y) ^araifaa Scries, sI-kU. 
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years they liad been steadily perfectiii^r^* On the depth 
of the Peshwa Madhav Rai> his uncle RajjKunath Rm or 
Raghuba had usurped the throne, but had been ^ubse- 
quently driven out of Poona by a party which favoured 
the succcs?^ioii of a posthufnous sort of Madhav Rao* At 
this juncture the Boinbay Couneili Urtcter Mr. Hornby's 
direction, offered to assist RnRhuriath Rao to regain the 
on condition that he would cedf to them Broach^ 
Jambusar and Olpadp HaSitcin and lU dcpsndendejSp the 
island of Salsclte and Kwranja, Kenery^ Efephnnta 
and Hou islands in Bombay harbour. The Company 
had for some lirtie coveted Salsette, Bass^in and Karanja. 
kno%vin^ full well that possession of ihcm would preclude 
other nations from access to the rrtost commodious port 
in [ndla and ^'ould secure the princlj al mict to she 
Marat ha country for woollens npid other staples of 
England, the annual import-S of which amourtlcd at that 
date to some fourscen lakhs of mpeea. They h -d previous 
to their proposals to Raghunath Rao, endeavoured to 
obt Jn these ir^lands by diplomiitic mensures and hrtd 
despatched a Resident to negotiiite with the Peshwa 
at Poona; but the negotiations proved fruitless* The 
acquisition of the Islands was eventually accelerated 
by a sudden mot enn-nt on the part of the Portuguese. 
At the very rtiotnieni wh^m negotiatfonii^ wdih Raghuniiih 
Rao were in progress news reached the Con nc 11 that ihe 
Portuguese intended to take advansi^ge of the discord 
which prevj\11cd at Poona to seSscc Satsetie and other 
places^ Had this event taken place/* the Bom- 
bny Uovernment wrote to the Governor-General si- d 
ConneiU it would not only eRVetually have p«evented 
us from ever acquiring Salsjetie for the I Dnour;4ble 
Compiinyf but the Poriuguese would then rtgHPJi hsive 
had it in their power lo obstruct our Itade by being tn 
pi^^cssion of the princtpal passes lo the inland coUKlry 
and to lay whatever impositii.^o they plea-^ed upon it, 
which in former times on every occi'ilon they iverc so 

* fldiii-Kl UeL ijircHl t be the i^rJil Uf tbe 
In Coiirtcil in 1773 by Acl Ijlh Oco. til Cap. 
mnd Mi%'FAS wf e crrAlvd Prc»i 4 Tn»‘w^ 1 U? Ucfi}f.i.L 

Elt^ven yeart |jiii-f (iT^Sf) ihc’ juiminiaitAiion of H^uityny was viMHeU 
in A Gbvemor and ihfBi? Ccun^illora |Auber'* jVrtilT»iifc p- 3^0], 
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jjrone to do, which of course would have been of infinite 
prejudice to the trade, revenue and intercstzi of the 
Cempiiuy in these parts^ in so much thAi we should in 
measure have been subject to the caprice of the 
Portuguese/^ ‘ 

Under these circumstances the Bombay Council 
hastily signed a treaty of alliafice with Keghunalh Bao 
and commenced (1774) the 1st Mamtha war by invading 
Salsette and lajlog sieg^e to Thana. On the day the 
forces set out against Than a, the Portuguese fleet 
appeared oif Bombay, and ‘‘the Commander, so soon 
as he gained intelligence of our proceedings, delivered 
a formal protest by directionp as he said, of the Captain- 
General of Goat which shows the necessity of the 
measure w-e have pursued p to which the Council 
replied in the following terms to the claims of 

your nation to the countries situated belw'een Chau I and 
Daman, wo are perfectly unaccjuainted with them. 
Though part of those countries did formerly belong to 
your nation, yet they w^ere taken from you by the Mara* 
thas about seven and thirty years ago- During all the 
iaterx'eoiag time we have never undersiood that yon 
ever made any m tempt to recover them.After a long 
and wearisome march, the distance from Sion to this 
place having been much misrepresentedp'" our troops took 
possession of the low'n of Thana+ The siege of the for¬ 
tress was a more dilficult task than was anticipated^ Mr. 
John Watson* Superintendent of the Bombay Marimv 
and General Gordon* who were sent ** to co-operatc 
with each other for the good of the servicet*' differed as 
to the method of reducing the fort ; but the view's of the 
latter eventiinlly prevailed and the siege w'as commenced 
with the utmost vigour. During the operations a 
cannon ball came through an old wall near w-hich Mr» 
Wat^n waK standing^ driving the dust into his ey 
while a stone struck him on the arm. The wound ai 
first did not seem to he dangerous ; hut a few days later 
he had to leave Thanap and in the dtary^ of the ^ 6 th 
December* 1774. we read i—*^The body ot the late 


Fnf furiher pi;i>i'lii.'u]aLr3 hce Dan vers* Rc^jorl 
Record!^, pp^ ami EdWRrdvs' Ri^i'of hninbiiy. 
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John Willson, Esqxiitc, was ^ntcrre^d this motning iti the 
burving ground willioot the town (SonapurK beinK" 
attended by the pnrtdpaMnhabilaflls. Every public honour 
due on this oecastou lo his rank and merit was paid to 
Ills nicrnor3%” It was alsa unanimously resolved 
that a handsome monument be ordered to his meinon- 
in the Church with a suitable insertplion on it at the 
Honourable CompHoy's expense On the 3;th December 
an nlVempi was mnde lo Bll up the ditch \ but, wrote 
the Geiiernl, the loss la killed and w^oiinded was so 
^rcal that [ was obliged to order them to retreat before 
the passage across the ditch could be completed/' 
Next day the fort was taken by assault, and **thc 
sdaughter was very great rrom the resentment of the 
i>oldiers from their former sufferings/' * 

Thiina having fallen, the whole of Salsette and the 
smaller islands were occupied by Bombay troops ; 
and on the 7th M^irch 1775 the long-deferred treaty 
betw^ecn Raghunath Rao and the Bombay Government 
was Signed at Suml. Warren Hastings, the Governor- 
General, disapproved of the Bombay treaty and in 177b 
signed a fresh treaty with the Maratha Government^ 
which annulled all engagements* with Raghunath Rao 
-on condition that the English were not disturbed in the 
possession of Broach captured hy assault in ijjth 
Salsclte. Karanja, Elephania and Hog islands. Bassein 
remained in the hands of the Marathas. This arrange¬ 
ment did not meet wilH Mr, Hornby’s upprovah and 
accordingly in 177S he made a fresh irvaiy w^iih Raghu- 
nalh RaOp slipulaling for the cession of Bassein and 
Kener)' as well as the other islands, and promising to 
assist him with a force of 4,000 men.* For, as he wrote 
in one of his minutes, dated the loth October, 1777^ 
*' Mariitha affairs arc fast verging to a pvriod which 
must compel the English nation oidicr to take some 
aciive and decisive part in them, or relinquish for 
«ver all hopes of btfltedng their own situation in ll^e 

* 5 ^lt±clifms fram Sloite Pftpers (1(105), p. xih-ftiv 

^ In all lh«ft ireftlicft the ex^luaion ef ihe Frenifh from the 
Marailift icMtorteS wft* one u( ihe j,tlpBi1*lieriSi I he fc*nwft » 
trcJI the Enjidish CovcriimEnl hetrg ■iMrated Bu*»y» 
ft^ccftsaeH in the Dftccitft. 
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We^t cf tndifl.” Thfl Benir^il Government was 
by thia date better informed on this subject j and 
Warfifi HasiiugSj overniling’thcjealows impatience of the 

iiidcpendciit: action of Bombay evinced by Mr. Francis 
and Sir Eyre Conte^ sanctioned the new treaty with 
Ra>;tiunflth Rao and despatched a force of hix baltalions 
of Henifnt sepoys linder Colonel Goddard across India to 
trike part In the canipaig^n. But the Bombay Govem- 
ment* without ivaiting for the arrival of this forces 
formed a separate expedition tinder Colonel E^erton, 
nn officer " infirm iti health nndi totally iinac<|uainted 
with Jnd'R “ to place Ra^hunafh Ran in power at Poomu 
The expedilimkp consisting of men crossed 

Bombay harlS'iir to Paovel in h'Oitxniber 177 ® nild 
marched thence with many delays to Kampoli at the 
fort of the Bhur GbaL .Ascending the the force 

reached is handnlla on the a^rdDeCcinberp and was formed 
inCo three divisional which i^dvanced alternately at the 
Tfltc of iibcHjt ih rear quarters ot a mile dally, rhe 
Marathas, encouraged by this appearance of timi^iity* 
drew near »nd cot off communication with Bom hay Rt 
Tatc^aon^ Colonel Eg^erton and Mr, Camne (a member 
of the Bombay l ouncll, who had accompanied the force) 
then determined to retreat, and led the ireops back to 
Wad^aoHi where ibc Marathas attacked and innicied 
a serii'us defeat upon them. This dcfciit led to the dls- 
g;racefijl convention of Wadg^aont whereby| In return for 
getting a free passage for their troops to Bombayp the 
EngfisN Agreed to abandon the caus«of RagUunath Rao 
and cede Broach and this islands about Bombay^ HtimU 
Mating as this ireaiy wftSj its effects were to some exient 
counteracted by Goddard's -successes again^l the army 
of Sindia and hts capture of Ahnisdabad in i/BOp while 
the coveted islands were restored shortly afterwards 
(rxSsJ by the Treaty of Salbaii^ 

The decade ending 17H0 thus witnessed ihe debflt of 
Bombay as a military power* The garrison w as greatly 
strengthened on the advice of Lord Clive and General 
LflWTence^ CaiMand and Cstrnae and in view' also of the 


» Macksus Guide to Botub^y j Bdwardes* Kltt of Bombay- 
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fact lhat Salsctiv and ii-s cutposis required the services 
of a considerable military force. The Port and Castle 
were aijain surveyed and the fortifications improved 
under Colonel Ke.atinjjf's supervision. The ouiforls at 
Sion and Rcv« were rendered more imptegoable, and 
Doncri fort, after some delay and doubt, was finally blown 
up in 1769, a new fortress called Tort St. Ccoree beinp 
commenced in the following year- Parsons, describing 
the island in iJTfo ^vniarked that “Betu ceo ibc two 
marine ijates is the castle properly called Bombay 
Castle, « very' large and* strong fortlfiialion which 
cotnnifinds ilie bny. The wmbs round the town are 
so many and the bastions so very Strong and judiciously 
situated, and the whole so defended with a broad and 
deep ditch, as to make a strong fortres,'.. which while it 
has a suffiekot garrison and provisions, may bid 
to any force which may be brought against it. ' The 
coostruciion of ships and the repair of «bc fleet were 
likewise actively prosecuted. In 1769 it was decided to 
build a new dock at M.i^agon for the use of ships not 
exceeding 300 tons burden, and in 1 781 a letter was 
received from Rear-Admiral Sir Bdward Hughes, 
warmly acknowledging the assistance which the Marine 
Department had given in docking, rcpaiiing and 
refitting His Majesty's squadron.' Progress also 

Characterized the Council's domestic adminisiratlom A 

regular ferry boat between Bombay and Thana was 
established in 1776: markets were built ; estimates were 
prepared for town-drainage: the force was 

reorganized ; and in 177a an accurate survey of the whole 
island was agreed upon, in order that " the situation ol 
the furmed-out villages, namely. Malabar. Sion, I’-rel, 
Matunga, Dharavi, Naigaon, Vtidaia, Mahim and 
Baaianciilly and of all the Honourable Company's oarts 

and grounds may be exactly luid down, as well as those 


‘Sir Edward Hughti* llerl wa* at anchor in 
in Febr^arv* 1775. aPftonjf the vcaael* of I be fleet being me 
Arr>lt«»r, which carried \elPOn, then a yOnfh “f 
kfi EnBland in this ship in ^ [„*5 

for iS monihi. Me fin saw light ofOld Wumai; 

near Bombay" at a a.m, on Augiwl i^lh, 1774' Bombay 

and W* tndiH.) 
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of till pefsoiis whatever.” In other ilirectipas also the 
?jpirit of progress maaifestetl. The year 177^^ 

witnessed Mr. Holford'ssuccessfut journey up the Arabian 
Gutf. and the earliest voyagre of Eiigltsh ships direcl 
from Bombay to Suez ; while three years earlkrt during 
the governorship of WitliaTn Hodges, Bombay eom- 
mviiced to trade in cotton whh Chinas owing to a con- 
siderxible famine in tfial country and an edkt ot the 
Chinese government that a greater proportion of the 
lands should be thrown into the cultivation of grain. 
The demsind for cotton continued to Increase unlit the 
scanty supply during ihe Marnthfl the inattenlion to 
the qualiti't and the many frauds that hud been practised^ 
prompted the Chine^‘C again to grow cotton for their 
own consumption^' 

Meanwhile the aspect of the town was undergoing a 
gradual alteration. In 1770 the Kolis' houses on the 
sunirnit of Dongri hill were removed ; the dwellings 
of bamats and other indigent people^" between Church 
Gate and Bazaar Gate were demolished l and in 177- ^n 
order WHS issued prohibiting any but Europeans to build 
south of Church Street^ which obliged I e Moormen, 
oari-owners and others to build new houses to the 
north of azaar Gate outside the walh+ The Esplanade 
underwent considerable alreratioop being levelled in 1772* 
extended ^ to the distance of yards and cleared of all 
buildings and rising grounds*' in 1779, and subsequently 
further extended to ft distance of i»ono yards. BnrmckSi 
officers’ quarters and a iWm gruel or correction-house 

were erected on Old Woman^s i-^land, while the old 
powder^magn^ine between Church Gale and Apollo Gate, 
wh ch had graduully spread to within aio yards of the 
Slunhope Hjisiion, w^ns relinquished in favour of new 
piiwdcr-works a I Mnasigon^ IVlaInbar Hilh which iva s a I 
this date partly waste and partly utilized for gracing* was 
chiefly remarkable for a lofty tower near Walkeshw'ar^ In 
which Raghunalh Hao spent the period of his exile from 
Poona and whence he occasionally sallied forth lo pass 
through the Holy Cleft (Shriguudi) at Malabar Point. 


^ Edwardes' of Bambay. 
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Parcl and Sion were bcinj; quarried for limc*stone \ in 
Byu:ulla an Ettitiish ofRccr of artiller)- hud rented a certain 
area of waste-1 and for building purposes ; while in tybS 
ihc old Ma/r-eon estate was divided up inlo plots which 
were leased to various individuals For a term of fouriecn 
years. Perhaps the tnosi remarkable nltcrniion in the 
outward aspect of the island arose from the construction 
of the Hornby Vcllard {Lr , Portuguese fW/o/fe. a fence) 
between 1771 and 1784, ■ An attempt had been made in 
earlier jears to check the inroad of the sea ; but the dam 
th cti CO n St meted w as h ardly st rong e noiigh. A cco rdi ngl) 
during William Huruby's governorship the Vcllard was 
built, tvhich rendered available for cultivation and settle¬ 
ment the wide area of the flats and resulted in wetd.nff 
the eastern and western shores ol the island into one 
yniicd area* 


A dcscriptiora of Bomhiity itiis date (3/75) <5 

given both by Parsons the traveller and by Forbes, the 
author of the “ Oriental Memoirs." The former remarks 
that “ The town of Bombay is near a mile in length from 
Apollo Cate <o that of the btiiaar, and about a quarter 
of a mile broad in the broadest part frt-m the Bunda 
(Bandar) across the Green to Church Cate, which i» near¬ 
ly in the cenire OS you walk round the walls between 
Apollo and UuKiar Gates. There are likewise two marine 
gales, with a commodious wharf mid cranes bmlt out 
from each gate, beside a landing-pii*ce for passengers 


1 Maclean {Uaide to Unmbay) records 
.bom Ihe Vcllmd. Hornby fwho apK»" , 

anususl energy and dcterminalion|, "7o 

Klep lowirds improving Hie sanilary condmon of 

Sol tbo «a .1 Hreach Candy, fnuKhl hard .hrooKbeoUiw 

lerm of office to obtain from the v 7"^'Tht 
execute [his wort »l the cOVl of ^ 

Diicclor* iieadUy «fu!-cd to sanction such extrava gance, 

lA»t Hinriibr hnvini: oftly i8 mi)T>lli‘- meris wT ■ h 

the work Without sanelion, knowing full welU^l 

it before the Direcion COidd possibly interfere- 

about the lime ihe VeKurd was finisli^, Hornby. 

uwu handthedoiuitehe* found an order for bis ™tli 

his termer office being nearly expired, he l-ut in his 

ho had finaUy hnnded mer charge to his sner^r. Th^url 
of Directors wore excessively irate «od sen! out a , „ . , 

the Oovemor should never opT^ ‘^*‘'*rm7s^remri« to 
that they should be first perused by one ofthe secrelmnex to 

•Gov^rriiEii^nl- 
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CTiiy* Betivc(?n two marine is ihc cattle, pro¬ 

perly c^lfe4 Bombfiy Castle^ a very Jar^e and sitrong* 
rortification wllicb con wands the bay ****** 
Here a ?ipaclokis Green^ capable of containing several 
regiments exercising at the same time« The streets are 
well laid out and the buildings so numerous and hand¬ 
some as to make It an elegant town The soil is a snndp 
mixed with small gravel, which makes h alway^t so cleanp 
even in the rainy seasonp that a man mny walk all over 
the I own ivithin half an hour after a heavy 'ihower without 
dirtying his shoes. The EspEanade is very extensive ;md 
as smooth and even as a bowling-green, w^hich makes 
either walking or riding round the Town very p’easanU'^ 
Eorbes was of opinion that the generality of the p^ihlie 
busIJings at this epoch were more useful tlian elegant* 
"The Government House"' he writes custom-house^ ma¬ 
rine house, barracksp mtnt^ treasury p theatre and priiiDn 
included the chief of these structureii* There were also 
three I urge hospitals^ one wit Kiri the gates for Europeans, 
another on the Esplanade for the^ sepoySp and a third on 
nn adjacent island for convalescents* The only Prote^ 
tant Ghurcb on tbv Lsland stood near the centre of the 
town* a large and commodious building I'iih a neat 
tower. There w^as also a charity-school for hays and a 
fund for the poor belonging to ihe Church of England. 
There were seldom more than two chaplains belonging 
to the Bombay estahliahmcnt. M- ben I was In 1ndi:a 
the one resided nt the Presidency p the other 
alternate]}' at Surat and Hrouchi where iivere considerable 
European garrtsoiifs- The Roman Catholics had several 
churcbes and chapels in different parts oi the Island and 
enjoyed every indulgence from the English government* 
The English houses at Eomb^iy, though neither so large 
nor elegant as those at Calcutta and nMadra-St were 
comfortable and well furnished. They were built in Lhe 
Euriipean style of architecture sts much as the climate 
woiiEd admit ofp but lost something of that appearance by 
the addition of ^-erandahs or covered piazzas to >hade 
those apartments most exposed to the suu. When 
ilium in a ted and filled w'ith social parlies in the eveningi. 
these verandahs gave the town a vtiy cheerful appear^ 
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ance. The bouses of the rich Hindus and Mahammadnns 
are B'cncnlly built within an enclosure surrounded by 
galleries or verandahs not only for privacy bo I to exclude 
the sun from the apartments- This court is frcrpiently 
ad turned with shrubs and flowers and a fountain playing 
before the principal room where the master receives his 
guests, which is opeiv in front to the garden and furnish¬ 
ed with carpets and cushions. The large bazaar or the 
street in the Black Town wiihin the foitress contained 
many good Asiatic tiooses and shops stored with mer¬ 
chandise from all partK^ of the world for the Europeans 
and Natives. These shops were generally kept by the 
Indians, especiftlly the Tarsis who after paying the 
established import customs were exempted from other 

The events which preceded the treaty ef Salbai m 17W5 
were briefly as follows t—In 17S1 Mr. llornb? ■ with the 
full c nciirrence of the Hengal government, decided that 
military operations against the Msralhus must be carried 
On at all costs, in spite of the fact that the Bombay 
coffvrs had been seriou'^ly drained. Accordingly Kalyan 
was sewed and General Goddard was ordered to besiege 
Basseiii- '‘The liuroptan part of his army was sent 
down to Salsette by sea. the battering-train %vas prepared 
ill Bombay, and the sepoys were to march by land. 
Early in October the whole of the disposable torce at 
Bombay and in the neighbourhoods, consisting of five 
battalions, waft placed under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Hartley, who was instructed to drive out the 
enemy's posts and cover as moth of the Konkan as 
possiblv, so as to enable the agents ol the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment to collect a pan of the rev. nucs and secure the nee 
hiirvest, which is gathered at ilie close of tlm ™ms. 
There is perhaps no part of Mr. Hornb>‘s minute more 
CKpre-sivc of the distress under which the Government 
laboured than that wi^ere, alluding to the field forces 
they were preparinB, he observes ' our Iroops will belter 
bear running in arrears u-hen employed on aclive service 
and subsisting In the enemy’s country for it is a 
pie with the British Government and its officers m Indni 
thun which nothing has more tended to the imtional 
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i^UCCcSSf always to constder ihc pqa<;aatry under their 
istrictc^t protection/' After a spirited actiont wherebj- 
the enemy were for a time driven out of the Konkanj 
Hanley was enabled to cover so successfully the slc^e of 
Basse in that the city capitulated on the nth December 
1781.^ 

Meanwhile Hyder Ail of Mysore bad been endeavour- 
\ng to fi.>rm a confederacy ot all the Native Powers of 
India against the and the Governor-General 

therefore decided to make peace with the Marathas aiid 
util Eire aitainst Hyder the forces which were enfifa^ed 
the former. General Goddard wai; according^ly 
direcied to ofler terms 10 the Court at Poona^ while 
Sindia was vigorously attacked in his otvn dominions by 
another division under Colonel Cari^ac- Of Goddard's ad¬ 
vance to the foot of the Bhor Ghat and his disastrous 
retreat to Panvcl, svith a heavy lo^s of 466 in killed and 
wounded, of whom eii^hteen w^ere European officers it 
Is needless to speak xit lenjittb t for hostilities were even- 
tuutly closed by the Treaty of Sulbai in lySSp ivhcreby 
Bombay at last gained permanctsE possession of Sal set te^ 
Elephanla^ Karanja and iiog islunds, but ijave back 
Basscln and all conquests in Gujarat to thePeshwaand 
made Broach over to Sindia. The Maraihas on their 
side ag'reed lo ;illy themselves with the En^rllsh a^ninsl 
JUjsore^ and the Peahwa pledged himself to hold no inter¬ 
course with Europeans of any other nation. The cause 
of Raf^huinath Rao was definitely abandoned by the 
Eng^llsh and ho became a prisoner of the Peshwa. The 
treaty a ^ood stroke of imperial policy writes 
Maclenti t ** for it set the Enj^lish free to deal separatety 
with Hyder All; but In ^pite of some brilliant feats of 
arms in imjarat, the Konkan and Central India, U canihot 
be said that the reputation of the Brlti^^h arms had been 
raiseJ by a war in w^hkh they hndsulfered two such 
reverscs^as the capitulation of Wadgaon and the retreat 
nE General Goddard/’ 

On the ist Janmvry 17S4 Willkm Hornby handed over 
charge of the Governorship to Mr. Boddam and embark- 


^ ThuiaceaufLl is taken direct from Mae.J ean's Guide tq Bninbay. 
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ed far Europe ; and Ttoiti ih.^t date up to iSos opeo Isos- 
tilitifijs between Bombay and tlic Marsiihns were bcld in 
nbeyancG. But ibe internal uHatrs of their kingdom 
were tn the interval leadlnfj lo a crisis^ which resulted in 
the Treaty of Basse in and the oampaign of Asswiye, 
The mnin object of the policy oF Lord VVcUesley, who 
succeeded Sir John Shore as Governor-General in i 79 ®P 
was to drive the French out of India. To attain this end* 
he compelled the Nizam to accept a British subsidniry 
force in lieu of a French contingent, crushed Tipu Sultan, 
and used all his means of pcrsutislon to induce the 
Frshwa and Sindia to become subsidised nlllcs of the 
British Government. Nana Phadnavis, the Maratha 
Mnchlavel who for the laist quaxter of the iSlh century 
was the principal pohtLcal personage at the court of 
Poona, always steadfastly opposed the ndmission of 
the English Into the Deccan ; and even when Madh.aji 
Sindia mnrehed to Poop a with the design of upsetting 
the auihorily of the Brahmans and becoming imtster ol 
the Deccan^ Nana did not ask lor the fatal aid of English 
iroopii to secure himself in power. Madhaji died at 
PcKjiia at tiie moment when hin; ambition seemed on the 
point Ol being fully graiilietl; and Dauint l^ao who 
succeeded him in 1794 had not the capneity to carry oul 
hts plans, rhe infiuence of Sindk's miUtary power re¬ 
mained however supreme In the Deccan- The young 
Pcsbwa Madhav Rao, in a fit of despondency at bemg kept 
m a state of tutetage by Nana Ph ad navis and forbidden 
to recognize his cousin Baji Rno. son of Raghoba, threw 
himself from his palace window and died from the eflfects 
of the fall, and Ikji lUo. obtaining the support of Sindiii 
was proclaimed Peshwiv to She temporary discomfiture of 
Nana Phiidnavis. who however subsequently had the 
address to reconcile himstif with Baji Rao and Sindk, and 
to regain the office of mmisSeiT which he held till his 
death in 180a. The Govemor-General tried to persuade 
Sindia to return from Foomi in order to defend his 
dominions m the north-west against the Afghans, but 
instead of listening to this advice, bindia and the Peshwa 
meditated joining Tlpu against the Engli>h, and wer. 
only diiconcerted by the rapidity and compkienev. ol 
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the English succej^ji. The weakness of Ihe Fesbwa’s 
government nnd the natural disiodination of the pre¬ 
datory Marathas to abandon the pleasant ot 

plundering iheir neighbours caused the grealest dis¬ 
orders throughout ihe Maratlia country» and every 
peity chief wish a hand of armed followers made war 
atul raised revenue on his own accounts In Poona 
itself lawless excesses of all kinds were cornmlttedp 
and the Feshwa and Slndia were both ni the m^rcy 
of a turbulent and rapadous !%oldEcry, In iSoi a new 
power appeared on the scene. The Hoikar fumily had 
for many years been kept in check by Sindia ; but 
Jasvantmo Holkar, the most celebrated of all the 
Marniha freebooters, succfcded in gelling together an 
army strong both In cavalry and in disciplined infantry and 
artillery. Marching on Poona tn i8oj he w'.m a complete 
victory over Sindia in a d^sperat-^ly conteiited battle ; and 
the puHillaaimous Pesbwa, who had not appeared oh the 
held„ fled first lo the fort cf Singhur and thence to 
Revcidanda on the coast, ivhere he Found an English <hip 
tn lake him to Massein/' 

This crisis appeared to Lord Wellesley *' to aHord a 
most favourable opportunity for I he complete establish- 
ment of the interests i>f the British pow er tn the Mnrathn. 
Empire/' Hence oegOtiations were set on foot| which 
resulted in the Treaty of Basse in being signed by Baji 
Rao on the 31 st DecembeCj tSos. By that treaty he 
boLind himself to accept a subsidiaiy’ force ol 60O0 men 
anti to assign Eerrhorv worth £.-6otOoo a year for ihrir 
pay, to give up his claims on Surat, id accept the i om^ 
pany tis arbiter in the dispuies of the Pcshw'a wlih the 
Gnckwafi to admit no Eurnpean^^ inio his service, and 
not to negotime with any other power whatever without 
givnng notice and ccnisnlting with the \ ompany^if govern¬ 
ment- In return the Company undertook to replace 
him on ihe rfimHiui ax Pi’-ona^ and did so on the l^lh Ahiy 
iSdJp an action which resulted In the campaign of ^ssayci 
Argaoo and Laijiwari agninst Sindia and ihe Raja i>f 
Berar. The Bnmb.^y forces were rmploicd iiuring I ha 
campaign in ^uccessrully reducing the fort and district of 
Broach and the possessions of Sindia in Gujarat and 10 
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the southward of The Ntirbad;!.' The war of lSo,l was 

followed bj- war nith Holkar in 1S04, which ivu-s Anally 
ectndtided by the peace of 1S05. Dnriil^ the eleven 
years which foTlowcd the Bombnv Govcrfimcnt preserved 
a hollow- peace with the Maraiha power. 

Before proceediiiff to record the final scene in the 
struj^lflc with the Peshwa, it were well to hriefiy record 
the success attained by the Bombay Government in other 
parts of India, In ryBi, during: the Mysore war. they 
despatched an expedition under Colonel Humberstone, 
which took Calicut and Ponant. and in ihe following' 
year they supplied reinforcemenls which cupltircd 
Honaviir, Mangalore, Kundapur. Knrwar, and all ihc 
stroi>g placifs on the coatil of the district of Uuiiara. 
Again m 1799 Bombay lent I he Government of India 
a helping band against Tipn Sutton, and to such good 
purpose that ihe Marquis Wellesley, then GoveniOr- 
1: CM end. expressed So the w.armest terms to Mr. Jona¬ 
than Duncan, Governor of Horn bay. h'S appreciation of 
the «ofk of the Bombay contingcnl. clecLiring that '‘the 
merits of Generals Stuart and Hanky, as well os of 
Colonel Moniresorand other officers, have srIdem been 
equidted and never surpassed in India,” In reply lo nn 
address from the inhabitants of Bombay on the termina¬ 
tion of the war Lord Wellesley wrote : The distin¬ 

guished part which the settlement of Bombay has borne 
during the late crl-sl* in 1 he labours and honours of I he 
common cause, ha.-i repeatedly cbiimed my warm iippro- 
bation, nnd «ni ever be remembered by n>e with 
gratitude ntid respect. In your liberal and volun I ary- 
con Erbution towards the exigencies of your native 
country •, and towards the defence of the rresidcncy 
under whose Government you reside, and in the alacrity 
wi>h which you h.tvc given y-ur persona! services for the 


1 l-ormec I^icl4 Mr. J. nathiu. Dsscan. tjovem.-r 

dirHiii]JiA¥ (Wi* I*ui|ipri*¥d coFlvtf t mid m r^ijiilar 
rLlnient?,L^%lhN ‘=<‘rp*or Fe««bles which had >«vn 

r«i»L-d lit 17 C 9 10 hel). la crush Ti|-u SulEan. 1 be eeri» in ihiit 
ye.Tr whji Iblcvnx . r IhA-n? ^nd |«id 

hj FbJi-brs, "he hwtJior -/tf/ A/reiotfM* 

' a Bisjntifty j lakhs tciward* Ihe coat 
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niilltar>' prtstecJipn of Bombay, I hav^ contempkted with 
pleasure ihe SHmt character at public spirit, resolutmn 
aod activity, which has ituirkcd llie splendid successes oF 
the amiy oi Homfaay fram the comnieaccment to the close 
of the Inle glorious campaign/’ Other noteworthy 
events which marked Bombay’s Incrcastny: nYlitary Im¬ 
portance were the despatch of an eispedition in 17^9 to 
oscapv the island i t Ferini and inittsitc polilieiil rtdaitons 
with the Arab Chief or . 4 den, the equipment of an oepe- 
Jitlon to Egypt under Sir Uavid Baird in 1801+ wlicn 
■Mhe troops embarked in five days after the requisition 
was made for Lhem and ilie ^xhole busine^ss was conducted 
wiiK regularity and rapidity/' and thirdly the operations 
against the pirates of the western coast, fn -SpUe of 
Angriii’s disappearance piracy was still carried On by 
Maratha crtiisers which Issued from Mai wan and SaVnnt* 
vadi, while (o the north of Bombay no serious altempl 
had yet been made to harry ihe nests of pirates who had 
shelterGd tram lime ImmcmoriaS in the creeks and islands 
along *he coasts of tiiijarat, Cutch and Kulhiawnr^ 
During this period Bombay bestirred herself to rid the 
wciitern seas for ever of the Nea-rovers, who had pltiudcr- 
cd the shipping ev^r since the days of Ptolemy and MnreO 
Polo and had given the name of Pirates^ Isle to 
sacred liet. In 1807 the K:ithtawar States were taken 
under British protection ; in 1809 Colonel Walkeff the 
Political Agent, induced the Rao of Cutch to sign a 
treaty binding himself 10 to operate with the British 
Government in the suppression of piracy^ vhUe in iSia 
treaties w'ere made with Kolhapur and Savanlvadi^ 
whereby the sovcreigiuy of Malw'an and \'ingurla was 
ceded 10 the English and all vessels found equipped for 
wnr were given up. 

By I Bag, there foret Bombay had attained a very strong 
political position. The marine had established ils su pri¬ 
macy along the ^falabar coast ; the Bankot dislriet had 
become Britisli territory ; and in Gujarat the authority of 
the Gaekwur was practically wnelded by servants of the 
iingHsh Government* The year iS€x> witnessed the 
trais.$Fcr to the Company of the whole administratioa 
and revenue of Surat, whose ruler received in es* 
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peni^ion. Tiiially the peaec of 1805 left 
Bombay in posjieMion of political Huthoriiy alioos^i 
co-eKtfiiiiive, if tve eitcltitle ihc province of Stnd, with 
tliat ^^bich *ihe now enjoy it. She supplied subsidian^ 
force i> to I he Gaekwar of Baroda and the Peshwa and 
^'arrifionctl ihe Portug'aese city of Gna^ occupied by fvnglistb 
I during the cant inti ance of the French war. She 
could dejip^tch expedLtionj<t to foreign land^^ and succe&sfulty 
guari! her own Territory ag'ainal attack, for Fnglisih 
|>olicy and arms bad fiuccesslvely ?>tibdiied all the native 
powers and reduced to mere ciphers those of them that 
^till retained a nominal independence." 

This expansion of Bombay's snhere of inhuence was 
reflected in tlie strengthening of the administration. In 
1785 a !^!arine Board was created and a Comptroller of 
^Tarine was appointed in the following year : a Marine 
Survey was established ; and in 1785 the husinej?s of 
government waii divided among a Ba;^ird of Councili a 
^lilitary Board, a Board of Revenue and a Board of Tnide. 
'^Otir PresEdent and Gounctl" wrote the I>1 rectors ''wilt 
sllll continue to act in their double cap;icily of Public and 
Secrett’^ and then proceeded to lay down the constitution 
of the Military Board and the Board of Trade, adding 
thai all subsequent despatches will be addressed to the 
Jiombay Government in its PubliCf Secret, Miiitaryt 
Revenue and Commercial department.^.' Four years 
later the Political depart meat was instituted as ftlso '*ihe 
post of Private Secretary to theGovemor's Oince+^' cafry- 
Ing a salary of Rs* 500 a month. Tn 1798 the Recorder's 
Court was founded in .supersession of the old May'or's 
Court, * and in the same year the fim JiLslkes of the 
Peace were appointed. In 1793 the Governor and \rcm- 


^ l>j reel rtf'* letter^ Sept. 1785. The CivjI Scrvij?« m 

iTqS eafislilfici o-f j membirrft of CoAineil^ 37 seninr Srerehanta, 21 
jtinvor MercfaartL>f, S FaclOm, aO W'nlefgraded wnd 15 Writers 
ungraded. Four prnnaEieat Conumitteei were in being in thfll jear. 

a Treirtarv Commit teCi Building Commiuce^ Warebouae 
Commit t« ami yiarine Werk Commiller. ^ hit of rtaeinlMfra of 
the Bamb^y Council from 17^4 ia given At the end of the chApler'^ 

^ tn iHna tbr Kecorder's Court waa aeeottiiniOdfttKl in the 
main porEien of Mf. Homby's hnuae m MJUfloe Sinect, now thi- 
Crnsat Western Holo], a imaJl portlOf] being ulililed aa a uteto-rOom 
for the i^dmiraJiy furniture. Up In the operiiiK of ihe aine'emlh 
century, ihe buitding hMl beeni ed » nn Admiratlj Hoci-^. 
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bers of Council wore the only Justices of the Peace and 
\n 1796 sat in a Court of Quarter Sessions, Invkiner 
of tho inhabltanls 10 sit with ihem. This system continued 
until 1798 when the Sessions of Oyer and Terminer were 
transferred to the Recorder's Courts In 1S07 the Gover¬ 
nor and Cotmcil were empowered by Act 47, George HU 
to issue commissiorts appointing as many of the Com¬ 
pany's servnnts or oilier British inhabitants as they should 
consider qualified to ael as Justices of the Pence, under 
the sea! of the Recorder's Court. The first commission 
was issued in iSoSp and a Bench of twelve Justices was 
appointed w^bost principal duties were to attend to the 
proper cleaning and repairing and watching of the town, 
to raise money for this purpose by assessment and to 
grant licenses for spirituous liquors^ Amongothcr note¬ 
worthy evenU was the cstablishmcnl of regular postal 
communication with Madras in 17S7.* 

Meanwhile the town had been expanding with great 
rapidity. In 17^7 encroachments within the walls had 
become so numerous that a Special Comniittce, composed 
of the t.M-md Paymaster, the Collector and the Chief h ngi- 
neer, Was appointed to examine the private buildings 
which nailves w-ere erecting and decide how far they 
might prove prejudicial to public works and ihe general 
health of the inhabitants. The Cortimittee made various 
suggestion.s For improvement, which might have taken 
years to carry out had not the great lire of the 17th 
February jSoj Indirectly aided ihcir plans. How the fire 
originated was never dcfinUely known ; but^ to quote the 
w'ords of the Honourable Jonathan Duncan In a letter to 
the Court of Directors, so great and violent waa the 
conHagration that at sunset the destruction of every 
house in the Fort was apprehended- The flames directed 
their course in a south-easterly direction from that part 
of the Bazaar opposite to the Cumberland Ravelin quite 
down to the King’s Barracks^ During the whole of the 
day every effort was used to oppose its progress, but ihe 

* This W*» during the Oo%'emorahip wf Sir U'illiam 

Medows, K. B.,mfteriftfhOrti MedowsStrectianimrd. Hvaco-pbcd 
ibe onarter* uaignfd to the llwn Commandera-in-cHief, ammely a 
large bouse aE the comer of Stedowa. Streeu (Time* of lodia* 
JaDDery lyth^ 1875.) 
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rierccn«.‘is of the fire driven rapidly oa by Hie wind baffled 
all aUempts ; nor did it visibly abate till nearly a third 
part of the town within the walls hod been consumedp * 
Altogether 471 houses, 6 “places of worship*'and 5 
barracks (the tank bat racks) were destroyed. The Iasi 
embers were hardly extinguished before the RomLay 
Government was initiating improvements, and endea¬ 
vouring to persuade the people to rebuild their houses 
outside the walls of the Fort. In writing to the Town 
Committee they expressed a hope that that body would 
be able “ to convince the natives in question of the 
unadvisableaness of their residing in a garrison crowded 
with lofty structures, filled with goods and merchandise 
and intersected by such narrow streets as existed before 
the late fire ; and that from, the conviction forced on their 
minds by the late sad calamity they will mtlbgly concur 
in the expediency of their dwelling houses and families 
being without the Fort, where they ought to ^ sen¬ 
sible that under the advantage of our insular situation 
both will be in perfect security.” To further this object 
the Bombay Government chose a new’ site outside the 
walls for the import and traffic in oil, dammer, ^Ai'and 
other inflammable substances, and autborixed the Com¬ 
mittee to grant compensation to those persons who were 
willing to relinquish their sites in the Fort and rcbmld 
their houses on less valuable plots outsids the walls. The 
permanent advantages arising out of the conflagration 
were remarked by Mitburn ‘ who gave the following 
description of the town between 1803 and i8o«:—“ Bc- 
iwecn the two marine gates is the castle called Bombay 
Castle, a regular quadmngle, well built of strong hard 
stones, In one of the bastions is a large tank or r^ervoir 
fnr water. The fortifications are numerous, particularly 
towards the sea, and ate so well constructed, the whole 
being encompassed by a broad and deep ditch, which can 
be flooded at pleasure, that it is now one of the strongest 
places the Company have in India, Besides the CMtIe 
are several forts and redoubts, the prlocipaJ of w ^ic m 
.Hahim situated at the opposite extremity of the Island, 
so that properly garrisoned Bombay may bid defiance to 
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iiny force th:il can be brought agninst it. In ihc centre o( 
the town is a large open space called the Green which in 
the tme weather season is covered with bales of cotton 
and other merchandiKep entirely nnprotected i around the 
Green are many large well-built and handjsomc houses j the 
Governmedt House and the Church, which is anextrerneH 
neatp commodious and airy building are dose to each 
other on the left of the Church Gale. On the fi;^hi ot 
the Church Gate h the Ba^Har, which iis very crowded and 
(H^puIo\is and where the native merchants principally 
reijidc. At its entnmencement stands the theatrei a neat 
handsome structure. This part of the town suffered 
much by a destructive 5 rc+ which broke out in February 
Iikj7 and destroyed nearly three-fourths of the Bazaar, 
logether with the barracks, custom-house and many other 
public buildings, and property of immedse value btlong- 
Idg to the Native merchants. Many houses id the 
dcighbourhood of the castle were haltered down by the 
xArliUeryp progress of the flames and preserve 

the magazine, or in ah probability the whole town would 
haw been destroyed^ Since the fire of 1B03 this part ot 
the town has been rebuilt and the ivhole much Improved, 
at u considerable ej pease to the Company*" The I wo 
most Important works carried out by the Company out¬ 
side the town walls were the Sion Causeway ivhich w^aii 
commenced in 1798 and completed ia 1803^ and the Com¬ 
mon Gaol at Cmarkhadip bulk in 1804 * 

The opening of the nineteenth century ivas marked by 
the presence id Bombay of several distinguijHhed men. 
Major-General VVeilesley, afterwards Lord Wellingtonp 
was resident here during March and April iSoi in con- 
dection with Sir D. Baird^s expedition to K.gypt nndagaih 
from March to May 1804^ after the battle of Assaye. 

» Edwnrdc^^ RiMeof B^mhay, p. 131. 

■ J&idi p. jqj' 

' Tbn^ Puk« of WeJIinjfLun reakl^xl nl a hewie Surrey 

CoitBget alwui hfcif w^y up the nm nwi-esli^tefiit easiem hraw pf 
Malabar Hill. TIjfi brow was siatwe4uendy cut away la fwavidr 
filling for the Sack Bay The hoau cerapdicd * 

Jiomewhal spacioait and lofty haJ], with witig<i and long 
at the Ridcm arid baeV. In f^nt Wmr a p^rch lO which led two car^ 
fiage drivm from differcsl dirccticm* of the huge compound. 
The stable ^tODd ctoie to the prCsenl fHfi road. The hAll cpm- 
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The HgniiuTable JaiuUhiiu Dun can wa^ rfsident in the 
old Government House in the Fort ffOiri 1795 death 

m idri,* * and took a lendings part in the publlo thanks¬ 
giving of Bonihrty citlzen[!> in November iSoo for His 
Majesty George 11 J.'s escape from as^nssination, the cele¬ 
bration of Hiii Majesty's birthday on the 4th June ifloi/ 
atad the Jubilee celebrationin iSio.*' Viscount Valen^ 
tia was banquelted by Ardeshir Dadvp one of the Princi¬ 
pal Parsi inhabitants, in November 1804; * and in May 
of the iJiiine year Sir jnines Mackintosh, ivho succeeded 
Sir VV. SyefT the first Recorder^ arrived in Bombay* 

Sir James Mackintosh's arHval synch remised approxi¬ 
mately with 3 very severe fainlne in the Konkan, occa^sioned 
by the failure of the rains of iSoj* The part played by 
the Bombay Government during the crisis is ulluded to 
hy Forbes * in the following words “ Whitt infinite 


TTmtided a n'ree view of Bi.ck fhiy imj a i^rtinn of Giirg-niim, flliw 
Uie Espiariade and Fsrt (HousSjkV JSkimhiLy ajid W. India II, 13^ 
See ttlHij Jescriptien of tH^r- in the Bombay TliTieii, 185b, 

quoted in Kdwardea' Ri»e of BoinbJi.yji 

* Ijhincai^ ieiit Go-vernnient Huuaei Parel^. for aoitjfl tfcflne to bif 
ta:[l3e^ ^tajcklnlOfrh. ^^No described the Governor in Ehc 
leri-UTf:—*■ He iii ftrt inlelliRonC man, no 1 wilhoet capa^ 

eLly and di^poaUiort 10 sp^uiate- Fevr and thirty yaara resi¬ 
dence in this eoomry have BrahmmitiHl his mifid and bi>dy. Ha 
vs schkI naturedp tnelined mwarda iffTOdv aiid indiSpOiira to 
li-nce^ hijt rather submisyive to those who aj"e otkierwts-E- 
Memoir* of Sir J+ MacUintoshi . - . - 

^ Korn bay Conricr, fith June iSoi* ** Earlv th* mornii^ 
Ihe I mo ps' paraded wndtr CDTnm»fld of Colonel^ Lam^c, At 
n.pn. the CjoVernOf, a^eorapatliied by Sif . ^yer, GcfLcriM 
Nielialftdiu the Seerclary^ the Gen crtll'a aff, all the olncerH all 
dsitv and tJie ifentlemeni in the Civil Service nttended the parade 
when Hfs Order of NoVenabef 3, iSm, the Koyol 

Stvk and Titles read by I he Seerfiiary on hoesebi'ick and un¬ 
covered. The former Union hlaj^ which had been hoialcd On the 
flai: -.tuff ill the castte at ftuaHsc thiin hauled down, and the 
Ffce'w' embiein of the pttiisance of the Briliflhi Empire mb'itiIuied^ in 
i|>, place, under a royat aAlute from Hornby s battery, drni&jf 
which I he Eroops /emalncd w ith peftonted arms+ the drums beat¬ 
ing: and the mnsie playing God Save iho Kmg* After the cer^ 
mofiv alllbe officer;, and a large party oriadwii and Rent I™ en 
breakfasted aE Government Hou-se. At noon the garrisOri Rre 
iht WHiaj xalulE! Kiid Itic shippinff at One o*de<lc. In ihe 
Hit Alajoaty'a and the HoQOurable Lompany s officers and Eh 
gefillemeti of the seTttemenl were entertained wilh a svmptnomi 
dinner by the Hon'hie the Governor, The day tloiwd With a ball 
oiul supper^^ 

" On this occasion Jonathai> Duncan^ 

Government Houie^ ParcL—Timeft of India, Jebi ifii tSSj- 
’ Bombay Con rice, Dec# ly, iSo^ t 
■' Korbe^ Orieninl lUemolm IV l^i—9S» 
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advanlHgCi what incalculable benefit* must accrue frcm a 
wiHC and liberal adml nisi ration, over those cx tensive 
realms which now form part of the British Empire, is not 
for me to discuss, What immense good was done bj- 
the wise policy of the Bombay Government alone during 
a late famine we learn from the address of Sir Jamos 
Mackintosh to the Grand Jury of that island m 1^4. Mo 
other language than his own can be adopted on this inter¬ 
esting subject. ***** The upright and able Magis¬ 
trate, after descanting upon famine in general, enters into 
particulars of that in the Konkan, occasioned by a partial 
failure of the periodical rains in igoa .tnd from a com¬ 
plete failure in 1805, from whence, he says, a famine ha* 
arisen in the adjoining provinces of India, especially in 
the Maratha territories, which I shall not attempt to de¬ 
scribe and which I believe no man can truly represent to 
(he European public without the hazard of being charged 
with extrfLViiganl and incredible fiction. Some of you 
h4ve seen its ravagie.N. All of you have bcHfd accoufils 
of them frsjnri accurate dbnervers. 1 liiive only seen the 
fugitive* who have fied herore it and have found an asy¬ 
lum in this Island* But even I have seen enough to be 
convinced that it ts difficult lo overcharge a picture of 
Indian desolation. 1 shall now *lalc from authentic 
document* what has been done to *a%^e these temtorie* 
from the miserable condition of the neighbouring eoun- 
try. From the ist September 1803 ^he present time 
(October, 1804) there have been imported or purchased 
by Government 4141O00 bags of rice and there remain 
i3o,Ko ba^s contracted lor* which are yet to arrive. 
* • ^ * The effecls of this importation on the 

population of our territories* it is not vco' difficult 
to estimate. The population of Bombay* Salsetle, 
Karanja and the city of Surat t designedly underestimate 
at 400ptjoo. I am entitled to pfc'iume that if they had 
continued subject to Native Governments, they would 
have shared the fate of the neig:hb<njfing^ proviuces which 
still are so subject. 1 shall not be suspected of any 
tendency towards es4ig'ge ration by any man who is 
acquainted with the state of the opposiite continonit when 
I say that in such a case an eighth of that population 
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must have perished. Fifty thousand human bein^ huve 
therefore b^een saved from death in its tnosl miserable 
form by the existence of a ISrltish Government in this 
island- • # • • * * # # , The next parti¬ 

cular which t have to state relates to those nnhnppy^ re¬ 
fugees, who have found their way into our territory. 
From Uiu month of March to the presenl month of 
Oct<iber, siich of them as could labour have been employ¬ 
ed In useful public works and have been fed by Govern- 
ment. The monthly nvctfige of those persons since 
March is in Bombay, 3,16a in Salsetle, and in Surat 

a considerable nurnber- * * * Upon the ivhdie I 

am sure that \ considerably understate the fact in saying 
that the British govemtnent m this island has saved the 
lives of 100,000 persons, and what is more important 
that it has prevented the grenler part of ihe misery 
Chrough which they must have passed before they found 
refuge in death, besides the misery of all those who loved 
them or who depended on their care. 

It IS now time to revert to the course of affairs In the 
Ueccan. Up to l8l7 Bnji Rno remained ostensibly an 
ally of the English, ivho had restored him to his throne 
in 1803, But, aa Maclean has pointed out* a prince who 
is called itidependcni, bnl who knows that hi» authority 
depends on the good-will of a Political Resident and a 
body of foreign troops must be endowed with rare mag* 
naiiimity if he does not both oppress his own subjects 
and chafe under the limitations placed on hiS sovereign 
power to make war and conclude treaties w>ith other 
States. The consciousness that he is protected by a 
force strong enough to keep him on hi* throne in spite 
of all the efforts of discontented subjects remoii'es the 
only curb—the dread of rebeltipn—which restrains an 

unprincipled despot from gratifying to the utmost the evil 

passions of cruelty, lust and covetousness; while at the 
same time a restored tyrant in nine cases out of ten resents 
his obligations to the foreigners who have given h»m 
back his kingdom, feeling that he is but a puppet in their 
hands when they keep him from indulging his ambition 
in warlike enterprises and bid him be content tostaj at 
home and be absolute master of the lives and fortunes of 
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hia piiople* The thirteen whkh ellipi«id from 

the date of Baji Rao^s restoration to his open declaration 
of hostilities are replete with instances of the j^rossesE 
tyranny sujainst his own people^ and at ibe same time of 
treacherous iatrig:ue iifjutinst his Euro peart defenders^ 
Neglect of the civii adEiiinistnition, accumulation of per¬ 
sonal ^airt by sequestration and extortion led to con- 
side rah! e unrest and rendered bis sway abhorrent to the 
InhabitaiiLs of his kingdom. His rooted hostiltty to ihc 
En^lit^h provoked him to stultify a goafantce of safety 
which the latter had granted to the Gaekuar’s agents 
Gangadbar Sbastri^ who visited PoOnu tn 1815 for the 
purpose of settlin.f certain claims preferred agattist his 
master by the Peshwa, Theag'ent was trencherously myr- 
dered by Trimbakji Dangliap the Peshwa's intumoys 
minister, who was subsequently handed over to the Brlitsh 
Residentp Mountstuart ElphinstonCp and imprisoned at 
Thana. Thence he escaped In 1816. and Eluding bis way 
back to Poona persuaded the Peshwa to alEy himself with 
the Pindarls, and with Sltidia,, Holkar and the Raja Ot 
Berar in A confederacy to overthrow the British power. 
The hesiLntion which formed a considerable element in the 
Peahwa^'s character, prevented his joining issue with the 
English for some days ; and the latter profited by the 
respite Id obtain reinforcements from Bombay, which 
covered the vvhote distance from Panvel to Poona witli 
only one halt and arrived in the Deccan capital on tlie 
3ioLh October, 1817+ Ots the 5lh November was fought 
the Battle of KirkeCt which sealed the doom of Marathti 
misrule. An army of 18,000 horse and 8,ooo foot was 
powerless to save hh kingdom for Baji Rao^ who from 
the hills overlooking the plain of Kirkee watched his 
ranks shiver and break- Accompanied by a small band 
of personal attendants the Peshwa escaped and pa.ssed 
the next few^ months in concealment, to avoid arrest by 
the English, who overran the Deccan and Southern Mara- 
tha Country. Eventually on discovering that his last 
chance of eBecEing anything against the English hud 
passed away* he surreodered himself to Sir John MaU 
colm and renouncing for himself and his family all claims 
to sovereignty was perniitted to retire on the enormous 
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pensioD of X>8^,aoo u year to Hithiir on the Gangci^^ 
where he doubtless instilled into the mmd of h\s adopted 
son, Niina Saheb, that hiitred ot the British which bore 
such terrible fruit in 1S57. With the e incept ion of a tract 
reserved for th^ imprisoned Raja of Satara, Kolhapur^ 
Bavantvadi and Angria^s possessions in Kolabat the 
whole of the Peshwa^s dominions were anne^od to the 
Company^s territory in iBjS and the Bombay Govern¬ 
ment settled down to the task of peaceful admini- 
straiEon, which has subsisted unchecked to the present 
day. 

rhe year iSjy witnessed the final extinciion of pimey 
on the western coast of lndv 4 , llie arrangements made 
lo undermine their power in tSoj, 1809 and 1812 led 
naturally to disorder and insurrection among the turbulent 
classes of the population ; and the Bnal blow ivns not 
given to the pirates of Kathiawar trll 1819 when a British 
force under Colonel Stanhope escaladed Dwarka and put 
the whole garrison, who refused to ask for (juarleti to the 
sw'ord. Thfs actida sounded tlie knell of organised 
piracy in Western India; the last of the rover galleys, 

a goodly nnd imposing looking vessel having a lofty 
poop and beaked rostrum was seen by Colonel Tod 
lying high aud dry upon the shore, and Bet, the robbers* 
isloi bade adieu to- her chieftalu, who preferred the pro¬ 
spect of peace and a pension from the Bombay Govern- 
meal to the chance of amassing more wealth by acts of 
violence on the high seas. 

Before closing the history of these years, we tnay draw 
attention to the ** Rule, Ordinance and Regulation for the 
good order and civil governmrnl of Bombay, w^hich 
was passed in Council on the 15th ^Xarch tSi 3 - The 
regidation provided for the appointment of twm magis¬ 
trates of police, the senior of whom exercised authority 
over the Fort and harbour and the junior over the 
remainder of the island : it provided for the institution of 
a court of petty sessions^ composed of the t\%m magis¬ 
trates above mentioned and a justice ot the peace ; and 
for the appointment of European constables ; it provided 
for the removal of encroachmentst the safeguarding of 
wells, the registration of hired vehicles fbackereysJt th^ 
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prevention of nuisances, the regulation of dangerous 
trades, the registration of drinking and gambhnir houses, 
the carrying of weapons, the sale of potsons, the preven- 
.ion of false coining, the regulation of religious r.tcs 
and processions, the registration of the population 
and the maintenance of annual mortality and birth r^ 
gisters, and the emancipation of imported slaves, ^ ns 
was followed by Regulation III of the 4th November 1812, 
which laid down building rules mid the lines of set-backs 
both wltliin the Fort and upon the principal roads 
outside it, and deait generally with matters now falling 
within the scope of the Municipal Act. 

About the same date the trade of the island com¬ 
menced to exhibit distinct signs of progress. Up to the 
vear iSrj. the Fast India Company retained estclusive 
possession of all trade, private individuals being allowed 
10 indulge ill commerce only with the Company's license. 

*' Private ctiterprise," writes Maclean, '■ had little or no 
chance in Bombay m a lime when the Company anJ 
servants had the pick of the trade, and Milburn gives 
the names of only nine independent European firms. The 
commanders and officers of the Company s ships employed 
Farsi dubashei or iigents to manage their Invcsimcnts. 
The tonnage of the merchant ships in 1811 was 17,553 
tons, some of the ships carrjlng i,oqo tons, and the 
largest class could take a cargo of 4,000 bales of cotton. 
There was only one insurance office, the Bombay 
Insurance Society, with a capital of 20 lakhs, but much 
underwriting was done by private persons." These 
conditions were, however, radically altered in 1813 by 
the passing of Lord Melville's bill which abolished the 
eaclusive trade of the Company with India, but secured 
to it for twenty years longer the monopoly of the trade 
with Chioa, the latter exception Wng introduced 
because the Mioistrj- were afraid of losing the revenue 
derived from duties on tea. The removal of old privileges 
gave immense cneouragcmeni to the trade of Bombay » 
and this circumstance, combined with the Company’s 
militaiy successes in the Deccan, paved the way for the 
social, political and economical progress which charac¬ 
terised the island during the nineteenth centur)*. 




'Fht aiiiiescMtion of the Deccsm, which followed upon 
the battle of Kirkeeand the dcihrorieincnl of the Peshwaj 
was one of the three ^rcfil events which contribiited to 
the making of the modem city of Bombay* Free nod 
uninterrupted trade between our port and the mainland, 
which had sullered greatly In the past from the jealous 
restrictions of the Maratha governmenu wns thereby 
assured , the milder sway of the English in the Deccan 
permitted more regular intercourse between the in¬ 
habitants of that area and the people of the coasts 
The dynasty of the Feshwas '' writes Maclean existed 
for only seventy yearsp and its decay %vas so rapid that 
if the English had not dethroned Bnji Rao the Arab 
mercenaries hom the Maralhas had hired to light for 
them woiiSd soon have founded kingdoms of their own 
in IndcL So extreme wa.s the misruEe=justlce being 
denied to every one who coutd not use force to obtain ii> 
while cultivators and citizens alike were ground down to 
the dust by ever-increasing taxation—that only the 
Court favourites and military chiefs and ad.vcnturcrs 
regretted the change of Government* Even the soldiers^ 
pay was in arrears» and many of Baji Rao^s troops 
entered the service of the British government within 
thirty-six hours after the proclamation of the Peshwa's 
dethronement# But ■while the rise of the English power 
muist be ascribed in some degree to the radical 
incapacity of Hindus to do any work, which they 
undertake thoroughly and compteielyp and to the 
more systematic and strenuous character of u'cstcrn 
civi I lotion t it should never be fotgotton that the coti- 
iiucst of India is really the fruit of the incomparable 
fighting qualities of the British soldier#^ ' The year 
iBij thus witnessed the final emancipation of Bombay 
from all fear of attack by Native powers# For a century 
and a half she had follow ed a policy which enabled her 
to gradually strengthen her own hand and deal one by 
one with surrounding foes until the last and most power* 
ful of all hed from his capital and relinquished his down- 
trodden subjects to her mercy and protection. 




^ ^actean'^ Guide lo Suiflbflty. 
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By g-cK^i] fdrlUTic lliiJ alfaks of Boiobay were entrusted 
to a man of thtf lisghest g^enius at tho very momejit when 
supreme prudence and statecraft were required to repair 
the dainages arisinp: from centurfcs of desultory warfare^ 
The Honourable Mountstliaft lilph in stone ivho w-a-s 
appointed Governor in iSl^ fostered so vi|;Oroiisly the 
expansion of Iradcp the moderate and uniform i^ettle’- 
ment of therevenueSt and the education of the people that 
Bishop Hcber ■ w sls moved in 1B27 10 remark that on 
this .side of India there is really more zeal and liberality 
di.splayed in the improvement of the countrys the mn- 
struclion of roads and public bui1din|(St the conciliation 
of The native;; and iheir education than I have yet see si 
in Benffal/" * - His poHcy wTote the Bi^ihop elsewhere 

so far as ladtu is concerned appeared to me peculiarly 
wise and libertil + and he 1 $ evidently atiaehcd lo and 
thinks welt of the country and ils inhabitants^ 
public measures in their g^eneral tendency evince a steady 
wish to improve their present condition. Govern- 
ment in India pays so much aitenHon to schools and 
public mstilutions for uducation. In none are the taxes 
lighter^ and in the administration of justice to the natives 
in their own languages, in the establishment of panch- 
ayals, in the degree In which he employs the natives in 
official situntionsi and the counlciianco and famUiarity he 
extends to all the natives of rajik who approach him. he 
seems to have reduced to practice almost all the reforms 
which had struck me as most required iu the system of 
Movernment pursued in those provinces of our B si stern 
Empire which I had previously visited.*^ * 

One of Mountsluart Elphlnstone’^ earliest orders was 
directed toward-s securing belter communication between 

* Heber's |cmriwy through tndi&. 

^ Hebei-ii 1 »a records that Elphins^One wa^ ^treugly oppi,iSL'il 
to a free presA In Endiain vteir qf the exceeding inccmi enictiee 
and even danger which arose from the diiunlon and dtssensian 
which politic^ dl^iCUM^i^n produced among Eureptan officers a.i 
the diirerenl 3 lltlioti». the embarasSTn cnl oecas'nMied to Covrm- 
meiil by I he expo^iire and can vats ef %ll their racasure^ by the 
Lenluli And Oracehi uf a newspaper and his prefereiiHre of 
decided »nd VigdreuV to half measures u-hfre any restriE^Eive 
mvasureN at aJI were neccsiai^'/' 

When Eiphinttone finally left Boaihay in ifljj a baJj aalI j.tippvr 
were given in a culossal pavilion ereeted on the sands cvF Hack 
Say# (Timeif of India, Sepl. ih, 
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tlu' Ddiican HUtl Bom bay. As early as jSoj General 
Wellesley had constructed a road for Ins transport up 
the Bhor Ghat, which bad been desi^^rLeclIy destroyed by 
ihc Peshw^u : and ihh road the Governor determined to 
re-constroci. By the time Bishop Hcber arrived hi 
Bombay a tclerabLy gfood road had been commenced. 
** From Canipaolce " he wrote, j walked up ibe Bhorel 
Gbat four and a half miles to Khan dal la ^ the road still 
broad and g^ood but m ascent very steep, so much so 
indeed that a loaded carriage or even a palanquin 
with oiiybody In it can with great diHiculty be forced 
;ilong it. In fact every one xvalk-S, or rides up the 
hill> nnd all merchandise is conveyed on bullocks and 
horses. The ascent might, 1 think, have been rendered 
by ar able engineer much more easy* But to have 
Carried a road over these hills at alh considering hoiv 
short a time they have been in onr pcwer+ is highly 
L-redititble to the Bombay Government.” The work be^ 
gun by Elphlaslone was Completed by his successor Sir 
John .MalcolmI who refers In the following wordj^ to the 
achievements “ On the lOlh November iBjOp J opened 
the Bhor Ghnl which though not quite completed wa^ 
sufficiently advanced to enable me to drive down with a 
party of gentlemen in several carriages, ti is Iitipossible 
for me to give a correct Idea of this splendid work which 
may be said to break down the wall between the Konkaei 
and Deccan. It w'lll give facility to commerce^ be the 
greatest of conveniences 10 troops and irnveUcrs^ and 
lesaen the esepense of European and other articles to all 
who reside in the Deccan, This road will positively 
prove a creation of revenue, 

Improved communication by uca was Itkeivise sought, 
-md by iBjo a project was afoot for regular communica* 
lion with England by si earners navigating the Red bea 
and Mediterranean, Eight years later regular monthly 
communEcation between Bombay and London by the over¬ 
land route was established^ the pioneer of the venture 
being Mr, Waghom who left London in iS^gto explore 
the overland raiite. ’ The mail was carried by the 

^ Edwardeh' of Bombay- MHe1oaii"fl Guide. 

^ /huf. 
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steamers of the Indian Navy between Bombay and Sum t 

but their further conveyance beyond Sum seems to have 

been often a matter of great uncertainty. In iSjS for 
example the Bombay Chamber of Commerce recorded an 
cxplanaiion by Waghorn of the delay in transmission to 
Bombay of the portion of the June m.ml addressed to hts 
care; and considerable anxiety was often felt hr to 
whether a steamer would be available for the despatch 
of the mails in any particular month. Nevertheless, in 
spite of the delay and difficulties of the jcmrnvy across 
Egypt, the service was Carried on with more or less re^- 
laTity and contributed in no little decree to incre.ising 
the importance of Bombay during these years.' 

Hie settlement of the Oeccait naturally resulted in an 
increase of the trade of Bombay. About iSas Bombay 
exports became considerable, and from 183a onw.irds a 
rise in the price of American cotton which was caused by 
the operations of the bankers of the United States resulted 
in Increa'ed exports of Indian cotton to England, Be- 
twcea 1B35 and 1836 these exports expanded by the targe 
total of a million bales ? and this fact coupled vrith a 
very marked increase in the number of independent Euro¬ 
pean mercantile firms led in 1836 to the foundation of 
theChamner of Commerce which since that date, as Mac- 
lean has remarked, “ has taken an Important share in the 
formation of public opinion and the direction of affairs." 

Under the head of administration, the chief event of 
note was a proclamation by Government of a 3rd .i^pfil 
1834 appointing the Earl of Clare * * to be the first 
Governor of Bombay under a new Act for the better gov¬ 
ernment of His Majesty's Indian territories, with 
William Newnbam and James Sutherland as members of 
Council; » while on the 18th August 1837 another pni- 
clamation was issued declaring " Queen Victoria Supre¬ 
me Lady of the Castle, Town and Island of Bombay and 
its Dependcticies, ” * Meanwhile the growth of trade 

' Edwardv*'kise of Bombay. Uaelean's Guide. 

* Tbe E«rl of Clare retired to March and was erner- 

lained on his departure with a Wl and supper to the Town Hall. 

‘ Bombay Coorier, s6tb April, iSj 4 . 

* Bombay Courier. 19th Augtisl, 1S37. 



HISTQTIY. 


143 


and popylalton was responsible for various irnprovernents 
in fbo Island j notably the const met ion of ihe Colinba 
Causeway In 1838. Colaba, which lip to ibnt date formed 
iho only remaining' vestige of the original seven isFands 
Lonstltutlni^ Uombay, had been |^radua 3 ly built over ever 
since the year 17431 when Mr. Broughton rented it ot the 
Company for Rs. joo per annum. About 1S30 the island 
was held on a yearly tenure by the widow of Geneml 
VVaddlngton though the buildings erected by her husband 
were considered to be military ^juarters in the possesion 
of Government* The junction of Bombay and Colnba 
was immediately folio wed by commercial speculation 
In recovering 51 certain portion of ground for building facto- 
riesp wharves and the greater facility of mercantile opera- 
llonsp’" The sc heme eventually proved a failure ; but for 
the time being property in Cobba, hitherto consldwred of 
little worthy rose about five hundred per ccaU in value, 
land wais pufchased by a large number of people and 
building operations were feverishly prosecuted. * One of 
the chief improvements to the north of Colaba was the 
construction of the Welllngloa Pier (Apollo Bandar) 
which was opened lor passenger traffic in 1819 ; ■ while 


^ Monthly Mi^cetbLfiyt 1^5°^ in iSjj Colaba ccnlolnrd 
private dwellings end w»» larigely resorted lo by Ihitve*. The 
Abbd Coilieeau dc KIOjfttBft who visited it in that yror dneribes 
Ihe passage from Borabay to Colaba by boat (Times of India, 
16th September 1893), Mr*. Pmirans writing in iS^li deteribe* 
Cotnba "a prcLiy Mtlred spjti wlscso 4 «lln«s» 1 cqcemeii 

by ih* which play ajOBnd ils flhPrM* 

^ wood road rUna id jU aaclrttnc end On wnieh itanOA Ihe 
houic and the lynadc a^ylunie The Quccn’i 6th feghneiU ii at 
preseUE siftlionrd ihrrop and many laniilieA msdc on the lAiandp 
who prefer anch ^ulet to the (^aieiiea of Ihe aifltcr land* )fi Irujh* 
until late impEovemimls Were considered necessary, tew rewd- 
enCrt cnq]d be SO Income filenl for any hui the very qwet aa 
AnicHa^ft ColAba A raeky kJfI of way atwu E * mile ia lenjcth 

cDTinecteil this longue of land wilh Bombay, which^al bigb 
tide was covered Wslb the tolling lloDdfi ^Any have been lbs 
luck Cess wIeHIs wbo roinm inE from a festive oveelmE, 
heedless of Nep4iineV Cenain vHK found the eorlmg 

WAvea bealkig over their homeaard pAtb* MinpoHing 
ta seek ■LEaln I be banonet-halt desrrWd and beg A ^hafce-Mwn 
at the quarters of ibeir ho*t. The more impel hoim have 

,ought to iWtin their bortes across Ihe donE^^E^us pass And Iivm 

nave been lose In the attempt, Tbla imroononmte » feyerely feK 

led AC lenEtk i a the eiiccEiOn of a ^olid ami handsome valladc "ilh 

A foot-path pretettisg the elevated and letel read. 

» Mrs* rottAns (iSjS) reiriarks ibat “on Uddingeither at the 
new Apollo or Customs Hoese bunders, ham ale beanog palanquiosi^ 
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new mini vvsis ctnrliin^nced in lS 25 > orders for Ji netv 
hc^pltnl in Hornby Road were issued in the sHtne yea 
and the Ktpinnstonc Hig;h School and Elphmstone College 
WMite founded respectively in 1S22 and 1827, The erection 
of the Town Hall likewise dates from this period. Sir 
James Mackhnosh had first proposed to build a Toivn Hall 
in I Si I, the object in view being to provide a suitable 
building for public meetings and entertainments, and also 
to make a home for the library and museum of the Liter¬ 
ary Socictyp and for the reception of statues and public 
itionunients of British arr." Lotteries were set on foot in 
1B12 and iS2^l In the hope of raising sufhcicilt funds for the 
huildingr a site for which had been granted by the Com¬ 
pany in 1817 ; but eventually it was found necessary to 
hand over the workt commenced ia iBsi, to Government 
who provided tuuds for Us complctioTi in 

Outside the walls of the Fort also the face of the land 
was undergoing change. The town w^as gradually creeping 
ovei the reclaimed higher grounds, w^estward along Back 
Bay and northward to Bycnilap so that by 1835 new com- 
inuniiaLtlans became essentjal. One of the earliest of thespc 
was the great main road, named after Sir Robert Grant ' 
and constructed during his Governorship (1835-38,) w'hich 
■Stilt tinkK By^culla with Chaupati. Douglas has recorded 
the eTcIstenco of country-houses in iMaii^agon, of four bun¬ 
galows at Malabar Hill and of the Market, Mandvi, 
Lfmarkhadi and Bhuleshxvar providing homes for a con¬ 
stantly increasing population. .Another wrifert speaking 
of the fragile residences which the Ivuropean population 
constructed on the Esplanade during the fair .se^ason, 
mentions ■* groups of pukka built and handsome houses 
to be found at Girgauiri. Byculla, Chinchpugli And other 
places.^* Govenimeni House, Malabar Pointp which Sir 
John Malcolm had constructedp was in common use as the 
hot weather retreat of the Governor by 1S35 ; while an¬ 
other well-known edifice was the Pinjafa Pol or home for 

rifh in green paiat and aiUceu curtAin»> entreat ih t eiutom of ih^- 
new ci.mviil+'' 

^ Sir R. -Graiat died DapUn near Poonn In July. l 3 j 8 . Thir 
MetfopoUiancir tndin in 18^3 dt*cribcil hin Wor* Aj GoveraDr of 
BoeqImv in very ectlogifttic term* EBomhnv Times^ April ajrtd, 
ja 4 tK 
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Rg^d dud diseased Enimalis which was * * Vrecied by a Prabhu 
in the ofEce of Messrs. Forhes and Company who had 
amazed considerable wcallh with the object of devoting 
it lo charitable purposes.” By the year there were 
tivo large bni^aars in the Fort, the China and Thievea' 
bastaars, the latter • - croivded with w^nrehoyaea whence 
European articles were disposed of at a small profit/^ and 
three great bazaars in the Native Tow^t "'from whidi 
branch innumerable cross roadsp each swarming with its 
busy crowds." During the last fevc years” wrote 
Mrs* Postans the leading roads of the native tow n have 
been w^atered and e^en tolerably lighted. This has 
proved very advantageous after aJl the inconveniences 
wrhich attended the old system of dust and darkness. 
It Is stiEI however only for an hour or two after 
sunrise that horsemen or carriagej^ can p«ss unim¬ 
peded by Stoppages of varied character. The niost 
profitable trade carried on in ihese bazanrs la the sale of 
toddy ; to so cnnslderable an eictent has the general use 
of this intoxicating beverage increased that Govern men 
have been constrained to issue an ordefi forbidding the 
existence of toddy stores within a regulated distance of 
each other. On a moderate computation^ how'ever, 
every sixth shop advertises its -talCp” " The native town 
comprised roughly a portion of the modern C ward, most 
of B ward| Bycullap ■ Mazagon and Kamathipura^ and 
was just comoicricing to absorb the mordern areas of 
Dhobi TalaOi Girgaurn+ Chaupati and KhetW'adi^ Parel 
was fairly populated but had not yet been transformed 
into a teeming w'arren of industry, Sion, Scw'ri and 
Mahim contained much the same population jvs they 
did at the beginning of the century ; but ^laiunga which 
had at that period served as an European artillery-station, 
was lolaSly deserted by tSjg except for a couple of 
small hamlets sheltering the descendiiots of thosw who 
once performed the olfice of menials to the rnilitary 
camp* 

^ Sfn. Westers Indiik 

* Mrs^ PciHiAni^ rpmariiB that *'Tht Arab-Uahlc-i wWch oCi-Tipy 
a Eonftidcfmhlc space In Ihe gmt bauar fytra a pow«^rful atnin:* 
tion t£i thc^eninecnisn cif the PraBidrnn.'* 

fl-IO 
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The nipitl increase of the town and of its population is 
to some extent portrayed by two occurrences, ftamely the 
water-famine of 1SJ4 and the Far.st-Hindij riots of 183^- 
In the former year only 35 inches of rain 'had faJlen by 
the end of August and the wells which by Mr. Elphins- 
tone's orders had been sunk on the Esplanade at the 
commencement of the drought proved totally inadec^uate 
to supply the whole population** Government there¬ 
upon appointed a '^Committee of tanks and Avells" 
composed of the Revenue Collector, the Chief Engineer 
and the Secretary to the Medical Board, and placed at 
their disposal the .services of an Engineer to frame plans 
and estimates of such works as they might consider 
necessary for relieving the scarcity- Under their 
superintendence several wells were repaired and improv¬ 
ed and new w'ells were sunk in localities in which an ad¬ 
ditional water-supply was most wanted. At con.slderable 
expense to Government mnny of the large tanks in Bom¬ 
bay and Mahim were also deepened and widened. ^ The 
riots referred to above broke out in July 1833 among the 
Parsis and one or two Hindu sects in consequence of a 
Government order for the destniction of pariah dogs 
which at this date infested every nook and corner of the 
island. A couple of European constables^ stimulated 
by the reward of eight annas a dog* were killing one in 
the compound of a native divellingT w^hen they were 
suddenly attacked and severely handled by a mixed mob 
composed of the sects above-mentioned. On the follow* 
ing day all the shops on the island were closed and a 
party of about three hundred people commenced to 
terrorise anyone who attempted to prosecute his usual 
daily occupation. The bazaar w^as desei-ted ; and the 
mob forcibly destroyed the provisions intended for the 
Queen's Royals who were on duty in the Castle and pre* 
vented all supplies of food and w'ater being conveyed to 
Colaba and the shipping in the harbour- As the mob 
continued to be reinforced, Mr, DeVkre, Eenlor Magis* 


* FJcbcr'a Journal-, p. 

^ Report upon Pamlneif io the Bombay Pre^idencyt 
la 18a 1 Dhobi Tafee bad aTio run titotl of wnler iMwmboMa 
Vrtifimif 316k 
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Irate of Police, a^ked Tor the a!;sistance of the |;arnson* 
troopjj who speedily put aa end to the disturbance. " 
Before dcscriblog'the chief events of the latter portico 
of the period under review^ it will not be out of place to 
quote the following description of Bombay in iS^fi by an 
anonyxnous writer m the Asiatic Journal of that yeer 
'* In point of striking scener) p fiud its immediate cort- 
tigutty to aatiqolties of the most interesting naturei 
Bombay possesses great advantages ovee the sisier- 
prcsidenqiea ; but these are counterbalanced by incon¬ 
veniences of a very serious nature, to which, io con¬ 
sequence of the limited ezetent of the island» many of the 
inhAbitanU must submits Bombay harbour presents 
niieoflhe most splendid landscapes imaginable. The 
voyager visiting Indin for the first times cn nearing the 
superb amphitheatre^ whose wood-crowned heights and 
rocky terTi^ces, bright promontories and gem-like islands 
are reflected in the broad blue sea, experiences none of 
the disappointment which is felt by all lovers of the 
picturesque on approaching the low* flat coast of Bengali 
with its stunted jungle. A heavy line of hills forms a 
beautiful outline upon the bright and sunny sky ; foliage 
of the richest hues clothing the sides and summits of 
these towering eminences, whiEe below^ the fortress in- 
tcritiingled with Ene trees, and the wharfs running out 
into the scaj preseat, altogether, an imposing spectacle. 
on which the eye delights to dw'elL 

Tlie bland of Bombay does not exceed tw^enty miles 
in circumferencet and communicates W'lth that of Saisette 
by a causeway built across a channel of the sea w'hich 
surrounds it. It is composed of two unequal ranges of 
whlnstone rock, with an mterveaing valley about three 
miles in breadth, and in remoter times was entirely cover* 
ed with a wood of cocos. The fort is built on the south* 
eastern extremity of the Island* and occupies a very 
considerable portion of ground, the out works comprehend¬ 
ing a circuit of two miles, being* indeed* so widely extend¬ 
ed, as to require a veiy numerous garrison. The tow^n or 
city of Bombay Is built w^ithin the fortifications* and Is 

* Bamboiy Ceurierp 2B July Michiefs History of the 

Mudkripat COrporAtiOn, pi 455. 
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nearly a mile long, ejctendmg from the Apollo gate to that 
of the ba.mur, its breadth In some places being ii quarter ol 
a mile ; the houses are picturesque^ in consequence of the 
quantity of handsomely^arrcd woodwork employed lu 
ihe pitlars and the verandahs; but they arc incon- 
veiuently erov^^ded together, and the high, conical roofs of 
red tiles are very often she to the eye, especially if 
accustomed to the flaHurretcd uiid balustradcd palaces 
of Calcutta. The Government-house, which is only 
employed for the transaction of business. holding dur¬ 
bars—a large, convenient* but ugly-lotiking building, 
somew^liat in the Dutch laste—occupies one side of an 
open space in the centre of the towriK called the Green- 
The best houses, and a very respectable churchp are 
situated in this part of the town* and £0 the right extends 
a long and crowded haKaar, amply stocked wnth every 
kind of merchandize. Many of the rich natives have 
their habitations in this buitar, residing In large mansions 
built afler ihc Asiatic manner^ but so huddled together 
ixa to be exceedingly hot and disagreeable to strangers 
unaccustomed to breathe so confined an sitmosphere. 
One of the principal boasts of Bombay Is its docks and 
dock-yards : they are capacious, built of fine hard stone, 
and are the work of Farsi ftrtisans, many of whom, from 
their talents and industry, have risen from common 
labourers to be wealthy ship-buUders. Mnny splendid 
vessels, constructed of leak wood—the best material for 
building—have been launched from these docks, which 
con lam commodious warehouses for naval stores* and 
are furnished with a rope-ivnlk, which is the admlmiion 
of those w'ho have visited the finest yards in England* 
being second to none, excepting that at Portsmouth. 

*■* The island of Bombay* from an untvholessomc swamp^ 
has been converted into a veiy salubrious residence : 
though enough of shade still remnin.^^, the superabundant 
trees have been cut down^ the rnB/shes filled up, and the 
sea-breeze, which sets in everj- day, blows with refresh¬ 
ing coolness, tempering the solar heat. The native 
popur,ition, which Is very large* has cumbered the ground 
in the neighbourhood of the fortlficntlcns with closely« 
built suburbs* w^hich must be passed before the Yisitor 
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ean reach tlic open v\>unlr>' beyond, nt the further eK- 
tremity of the island. The Black Town, as It is ctilliid, 
spreads its innuinerablc habitations, amidst ji wood of 
cocoa-nut trees—a curious busy, bustling;, but dirty 
quarter, sivarininy with men and the inferior animals, and 
presenting every variety of character that the whole of 
.Asia can produce. The cocoa-nut gardens, beyond this 
populous scene, arc studded with villas of various descrip¬ 
tions, the buildings tviibln the fortifications being too 
much crowded together to be desirable : those belonging 
to Kuropean residents are, for the most part, merely 
retained as oflficcs, the families seeking a more agreeable 
situniion in the outskirts. Comfort, rather than ele¬ 
gance, has been consulted in the construction of the 
major portion of these villas; but any defalcation in 
external splendour is amply compensated by the con¬ 
venience of the interiors- • # * Those persons 

who are compelled, bv business or duty, to live in the 
immediate vicinity of tlovernmcnt house. Only occupy 
the houses inside the forllficntions during the rainy season; 
at other perinds of the year they live in a sort of 
manner, peculiar to this part of the world. A wide 
Esplanade, stretching between the »valls of the fort and 
the sea, and of considerable length, affords the place 
of retreat. At the extreme verge a fine, hard sand 
forms a delightful ride Of drive, meeting a strip of gruss 
or meadow-land, which with the exception of a portion 
marked off as the parade-ground of the troops In garrison, 
is covered with temporarj- buildings: some of these are 
exceedingly fantastic. Bungalows constructed of poles 
and planks, and roofed with palm leaves, rise in every 
direction, many being surrounded by beautiful parterres 
of flowers, blooming from innumerable pots. Other 
persons pitch tents, which arc often extensive and com¬ 
modious, on this piece of ground, covering them over 
with a ■* chopper ” or thatched roof, supported on slender 

pillars, and forming a verandah all round. 

• • V • * 

Of the native community, as it has been already 
stated, a large majority are Parsis, who, ^al a very 
remote period—the eight century of the Christian era 
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driven by Ihe p^srjiflcution of the MahomedHn i:on- 
qucrOT-s of Persia^ to take refuge in Hindustan. The lower 
classes of Pars IS are in great request as domestics at 
BoiTibay t they are far less iatolcrnni In their principle^ 
than ekher Mussalmans or Hindus, and will* therefore ^ 
perform a greater variety of work, and are more agree¬ 
able to live with ; hut in personal appearance^ they can¬ 
not compete tvith Bengal servants, whose dress and air 
are decidedly superior. The greater portion of the 
wealth of the place is in the hands of ParsI mcfchants, 
who are a hospitable race, and» though not extravagant, 
liberal in their expenditure. The houses of these persons 
will he found filled w'ith European furnituret and they 
have adopted many customs and habits which remain 
still unthought of by the Mussalmans and Hindus- The 
women, though not jealously excluded from all society, 
are rather closely kept ; they have no objection to occa¬ 
sionally receive the husbands of the European ladies who 
may visit them, but they do not mingle promiscuously 
w’lth male society. The Parsi females are not distin¬ 
guished for their personal appearance, being rather 
coarse and llUfavoured ; but many employ themselves in 
a more profitable manner than is usual in native women. 
Work-tables fitted up after the European tnodct are not 
unfrequently found in their possession ; they knoi.v how 
to use English Implements in their embroidery, and they 
have English dressing-cases for the toilette. Cdnsiderable 
painSf in some instanccsi are bestowed upon the educa¬ 
tion of the daughters, w^ho learn to draw and to play 
upon the piano; and one Farsi gentleman^ of great 
wealthy contemplated the introduction of an English gov - 
ernessp for the purpose of affording instruefion to the 
young ladies of his family« 

*' 'Fhe Jews are more oumerous^ and of a higher degree 
of respectabilky in Bombay than in any other part of 
India ; they make good soldiers^ and are found in consi¬ 
derable numbers in the ranks of the jiative army. There 
are Armenians also, but not nearly so many as are settled 
in Calcutta. • * # Xbe Portuguese inhabit^ 

ants rear large quantities of poultry; but game Is nol 
plentiful on the island^ in Consequence of its limited ex- 
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«nt: rtfd'lcggea partridges are however round, and on 
some occasions, snipe. The European inhabitants tire 
usually supplied with their fruit nud vegetables from the 
baaaar, as there are comparatively tew gardens attached 
to their houses : great quantities of the productions sold 
in the markets are brought from the neighbouring island 
of Salsettc, which is united to that of Bombay by acauac- 
way—a work for which the inhabitaiits are indebted to 
Governor Duncan, who constructed it over a small arm 
of the sea. This communication, which has a draw'- 
bridge in the centre, is a convenience both to the culti¬ 
vators and to the rcsidcnU of Bombay, who are thus 
enabled to cstemi and diversify their drives, by crossing 
over to Salsctte. A great portion of Salsette is now- 
under cultivation, the farsis and other wealthy natives 
possessing large estates on the island. 

**Tho favourite residence of the Governor (who has 
three residences upon the island) Is usualt) a villa at 
Malabar Point, a particularly beautiful situation, being a 
woodv promontory, rising so abruptly from the sea, that 
its spray dashes up against the terraces. The principal 
residence of the Governor is at Parcll, about six miles 
from the city, and here he gives his public entertainments. 
It is a large handsome house, well constructed and ap¬ 
pointed, having spacious apartments for the reception of 
compjinye 

“The large Portuguese village or towm of Maeagong, 
which is dirtv and swarming with pigs, is, however, fine¬ 
ly situated, occupying the shore between two hills, and 
is moreover celebrated as being the place at which the 
line variety of mango, so much in request, was originally 
grown. The parent tree, whence ail the grafts weie 
taken which have supplied the neighbouring gardens, 
was said to be in existence a few years ago, a guard of 
sepoys being stationed round in the proper season to 
preserve its fruit from unhallowed hands. From these 
groves in the time of one of the most luxurious Moghal 
emperors, Shah Jehan, the royal tables of Delhi were 
furnished with their principal vegetable attraction, cour¬ 
iers being despatched to bring the far-famed mangoes 
to the imperial court. Moore has alluded to the circum* 
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stance in ** Lnlla Rookh/* nttributing- the actrbtly oi the 
critical Padladcen^s temper to the Failure in the supply of 
mangoes, Mazagong-hoiise the residence of Sterne's 
Rfiza ; but the interest which this heroine of the ultra- 
sentimental school formerly excited i has become verj^ 
much fndedi and there seems to be some doubt whether 
her existence will be remembered by the next generation^ 
A great number of the poorer inhabitants of Sal- 
settep Eleph^nta and the other islands of Bombay^ sub¬ 
sist by hsbing : cultivation h, howevert extending in the 
interior ; and in the course of a few yearst the influK of 
visitors to Bom bay p which must be maierially increased 
by steam-navigation to Indian will doubtless direct the 
attention of persons desirous to colonize^ to the purchase 
of land in these fertile but Home what neglected scenes. 
The various remains left by the Portuguese show lhal in 
ihefr liitie agriculture flourished In places now reduced 
to jtinglei from the usual consequences of Moratha con*^ 
quest ; and although the invaders subsequently ceded 
their territories to the British Government, they have 
never recovered from the ravages committed by a pecple:^ 
who may with justice be styled the most destructive 
upon earth/' 

x\mong the chief militaiy^ and political events, which 
occurred just prior to the middle of the nineteenth 
century, were the appointment of a British resident to 
Savantvadi in 1B38+ the inclusion of .Vngria's Kolaha in 
British territofy in 18411, the bombardment of Aden In 
1859, the assumption of the right to administer the 
affairs of Kolhapur in 1843, the couquei^t of Sind in 1843 
and the annexation of Satara in 1848. These actions 
doubtless served to impress upon the public mind the 
fact that Bombay was noiv the paramount poiver in 
Western rndia, but had Jiltle effect upon the progress 
of the island as compared with the internal reforms 
initiated during the tw^enty years preceding i860. 
Foremost among the latter was the introduciipn of rail¬ 
way Communication. In 1844 the Great Indian Penin 
sula Railway, to which Sir B, Frcre olTered the motto 
Primta m Ifti/is, was projected ; the first sod was turned 
by Mr* Willoughby at Bombay in 1830^ and the first 
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twenty miles to Thttna were optmed In iSjj.' Ttvo 
years later (iSjs) (he mi,m(hly niiurservlee, which had 
reached “a siatc of inefficiency and disorg^aoisadon 
calling loudly for reform,"' was reorganised i the employ¬ 
ment of ships of the Indian Navy for this purpose whs 
to the relief of irarellcrs dissontijined; and a eoainict 
was granted to the Peninsular and Oriental Steamship 
Company for the carriage of passengers and mails twice 
a month between Bombay and Aden in connection %viili 
their Calcutta and Mediterranean service. Ini!is 7 even 
the bi‘weekly voyage was decried, and an agitation was 
set on foot for an effective weekly mail-service which 
bore fruit in rt!6Sh 


The progress of trade during these tn enly years was 
evidenced in various directions. The old systern ofhooaes 
of agency gradually disappeared In favour of joint-stock 
banks, of which the earliest, the Bank of Bombay, was 
opened in 1840. The Bembny Timei of April 15th, 1840, 
remarked that “ the Bank of Bombay opens for business 
this day, thrae years and nearly four months having 
elap-sed since the first subscription to it, and aftci swr- 
mouating ft series of such difficulties and obstacles, as 
we believe no similar institution ever cncouiitercd before 
and such fts we may safely predict no institution for the 
public good w-ill encounter again." The difficulties 
attending the opening of this Bank, however, appear to 
have exercised no check upon the formation of similar 
institutions; for in .84* the Bank of Western India 
was established and by lS6o the Commercial, the 
Chartered ,Mercantile, the Agra and United Service, 
the Chartered and the Central Bank of Western India 
had all gained an assured position. The commencement 
of the cotton-spinning and weaving industry' also dates 
from this period. In 1850 even the model of a eotioa- 
mill could not have been found in Bombay; but shortly 


» The BcMubsy Time* of i6rK April iSw 
will hefesriet »land *» » red-leiler day form one 

th ■ Most .mportant events in the enneii of ^ 

ecul of HintJu-lsn wn first iroddcn by Eurwnn fooi. ^et™n 
1h»* ilnrts fro® br«aib I he wslUef Fort Georg* rhu anenioon 

forih c^p^neHtif; Bird to cCwiqttBrs 
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the enortnous ^>1 piece-^CK^dii and 

yaras fvom fjinca-stilre set the merchanl cammunity 
wondering' whether it might not hi: feasible to 
Mancbesler with her oAvn vveapons and thernselve,'^ 
i^upply the demands of the Ishmd and the Presidency. 
In 1854 the first rrttll^ tise Bombay Spinning and Weaving 
Company's MiUt commenced workingp and by tS6o 
more bad been opened and had attracted to the island a 
considenible industrial popiiSalton. 

Meanwhile the influx of pornlnlion engendered by the 
above causes impressed upon all minds the need of 
improved communications^ more space for building :md 
a better system of conservartcy« The Fort this date 
(jSjo) was described as looking like '"a large basket 
stuffed so full of goods that they threatened to tumble 
oul of it**^ The drean^ treeless* * sunburnt wlEderncss of 
tJic Esplanade during the hot season with its fciv dusty 
nstrtotv roads leading to the native town was appalling. 
Alrunst universal darkness prevailed as soon as night 
set in : all traiic ceased■ and people traversing the 
muMiUi aftcf 9 p*m. were in mortal fear of thieves and 
robbers* The Fort w'as like a city of the dead v neither 
foot-passengers nor carringes could be seen, and if a 
man passed be W'alkcd as it were b) stealth and Hitled 
away like a lipectre. Had anyone the misfortune to 
arrive with baggage after dark at any of the three gaten 
through which entrance could be obtainedp his vcblcle 
was grufBy stopped by the sentinel on duly and he was 
told that nothidg could cotne in." ^ in 1841, a year after 
rectamaiion on a small scale had been initiated by Messrs. 
Skmneri Brownrigg and Richmotid^ the public press 
had corrdemned the Fort as an obsolete and troublesome 
burden upon the communiiy and under the auspices of 
Lord. Elphinstonc 60)^ the pioneer of Bombay urban 

improvement. some aticmpt was made before i860 to 
clear away the oldest portion of the defences- * The 
delay w^hicb occurred in demolishing the whole of the 
famp*'irts and the decision of the Fort Improvement 

1 Tittus ef Itkdin, August J7II], 

* The Apobo Ciftte hsid iilmDsl crtirrly diinppeared by 1855- 

S« Edwardfs' Kiw ef Bafrtbay. 
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Committee io 1848 to remove merely the mvcims and art¬ 
works was partly due to the oppositton of the native 
eommuiiity who in an appeal to Covernmcni in that year 
pointed out that fresh space for the extension of the 
town was readily available in Cohtba, Girgaenii Dhobi 
Tnlao and Breach Catidyi 

’Hie conservancy of the town was likewise a subject 
of constant discussion at this period* Public health and 
the conduct of civic affairs were originally in the bauds 
of the Justices of the Peace, who had been succeeded by 
Courts of Pretty Sessions, Magistrates of Police, and 
finally by a Conservancy Board in which “ obtusencss, 
in difference and party spirit appeared to have completely 
overcome whatever medium of public spirit was Still con¬ 
served among its members.'* Consequently in 185S an Act 
was passed abofishing the Conservancy Board and sub¬ 
stituting for it a tfiumirvate of Municipal Comirlsnonera, 
which existed till 1865. It was during their regime that 
the Vehar Waterworks, for the opening of w'hich the city 
was indebted to the determination and liberality of Lord 
Blphinstonc, wore taken in hand,whereby "a population 
annually liable to decimation by water^famiae’’was for 
the first lime supplied with a suRicicncy of good water. 
They also prepared a rough scheme of drainage which 
was published in jfi6i. These projects were rendered 
imperative by the rapid expansion of the town. Prior to 
the date of the Mutiny the most important improvements 
were the ReUasisi road '* with its two gaping black 
ditches on either side ” and the conslriiction of the Mahim 
Causeway, vi'hich was opened tn 1843 and was described 
as '* a stupendous moittid. which cuts off an arm of the sea 
and promises to give to the husbandman what hiw 
hitherto been an unproductive estuary, a bridge which 
enables the traveller to pass a dangerous ferry in safety.'* 
But subsequent to 1837 expanded to such an 

extent that apathy in the matter of public improvements 
was no longer possible, Malabar Hill, Breach Candy and 
Mahalaksbm! were eagerly selsred upon by the European 
and upper-class native residents t the ancient osrts an 
gardens were peopled by the poorer classes, whom the 
prospect of lucrative employment enticed from t e is- 
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tncts of the mainland, ** On ihc whole of that tlistrict," 
wrote a correspondent of the Ttmt's ^ /ndfa in i£6o, 
between \ht sta and Girgnum Back road* building 
operations have been in active progress for some years 
past but have within the last two years been pushed on 
with unprecedented rapidity-. Hoinsrs are rising In ail 
directions and what was some few years ago merely a 
cocoanut plantation will within the nesti half century be 
as thoroughly urban as Mandvi or KharaTaliio. Cave! 
artd Sonapur are uUerly destitute of cro-s-lhoroughlares 
and illustrate what will be the future conditton of the 
whole oart district if systematic proceedings are not at 
once adoptedi^' 

Two serious breaches of the public peace occurred during 
ihis period. The earliest occurred at Mahim ou the 
last day of the Muharram^ 1850. in conseqnetice of a 
dispute between two rival factions of Khojas and 
resulted in the murder of three men and the W'ounding of 
several others/ The later rlota broke out be'ween the 
M uhammadans and Parsia inOctober^ iS^X pin consequence 
of a very il had vised article upon the Muhammadan reli¬ 
gion which appeared in the The Muhum* 

madans, enraged by the Parsi editor'^s stnclures upon the 
Prophet^ collected at the Jama Masjld on the 17th 
October in very large numbers, and after disabling a 
small police patrol which had been posted there to keep 
the peace fell to a I tacking any Pars! they met and 
destroying the property of members of that commui ilj% 
The public conveyance stables at Paid ho ni were wrecked, 
liquor-shops were broken into and rifled, shops and 
private houses w^ere pillaged^ Captain Baj nes, the 
Superiuiendent of Police, aided by Mr* Spens, the Chief 
Magistrate4. managed W'iih a strong force to disperse 
the main body of rioters^ capturing eighty-five of them ; 
but tow^ards evening, as there were sij^ns of a recru¬ 
descence of violence and the neighbourhood of the Bhendi 
Bazaar was lA a state of practical siegei the troops of 
the garrison w^ere marched down to Mutfibadevl and 
thence distributed in picketing parties throughout the 


^ Botnh&y Ttmca, Dec. 14* 
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disturbed area- Thiss action had the effect of finally 
quelting^ the disturbance and the annual Muhartam 
feativul, which commerced on the 37th October, passed 
Dff qulerly, ’ 

The period of the Mutiny was fraught with anxiety to 
the European residents of Bombay■ and mote than one 
native Ol STundlng narrowly escaped arrest for high trea¬ 
son. as the result of false complaints laid before the autho¬ 
rities by interested parties. Among those thus secretly 
impeached was Mr, Jagannath Shankarshtt («So4—6s> 
who might conceivably have Incurred the same fate as 
Rama Kamati to earlier years, had Lord Elphinstone 
been less calm, circumspect and resolute. Jagannath's 
guilt was firmly believed to by several Europeans of 
inlliience. who brought the facts to the notice of the 
Governor: and he ordered an lOi'esHgation to bo made 
by Charles Forjett, Commissioner of Police, who was able 
to satisfactorily prove that the stories were wholly 
unfounded^ Nevertheless the widespread anxiety in 
Bombay between May and September 1857 was by no 
means groundless. There were at this dale three sepoy 
regiments on the Island and only one European force of 
400 men under Brigadier Shortl. The native troops were 
impllcitty trusted by their officers and the chief danger 
apprehended by the Bombay Government was from the 
Muhammadan population which numbered at this date 
about 130.000 Besides the troops Mr, Forjett was iti 
charge of a number of native and 60 European poUro. 
Forjett, who was born and bred in India and could dis¬ 
guise himself as a native without fear of detection,^ was 
convinced that the townspeople would not stir without 
the sepoys ; but he knew that the latter were planning mu¬ 
tiny and much 10 the disgust of the Brigadier made no 
secret of bis views. The Mubarram was approaching, 
which is always an occasion of anxiety in Bombay even 
ID times of peace : and the plans made by Goveromeot to 
keep order involved the splitting up of the European 
troops and police into small parties. ^Forjett by no 
means approved of an arrangement by which there would 
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be no Europeams to oppose A unuttny of ths sfipo>"s at the 
place where It %va^ likely to bej^ni. As regards the troops 
he could do nothiei^t but be told the Governor that he 
felt obligred to disobey orders as to the location of the 
poHce. "Ills a very nsky thing,^ said Lord Elphiti- 
stone^ *" to disobey orders; but 1 am sure you will do 
nothing raab**' 

Forjett did disobey orders, in. spite of risk- He wan- 
Jered round the city in disguis^^ every night of the ftiuhar* 
ram and wheticver he heard anyone sympJithising with 
the success of the mutineers in other parts of India, he 
at once whistled for his menp some of whom were sure to 
he near- The scoundrels of the town were so alarmed at 
these mysterious arrests^ which see mod to show that the 
authorities knew cverytbing> that they remained quiet. 
But lowwds the end of the Muharram, a drunken Chris¬ 
tian drummer belonging to one of the sepoy regiments 
iu stilted a religious procession of H Indus + and overthrew 
a god that they were escorting. He was at once arrested 
and placed in custody; but the men of bis regiment, in¬ 
censed at the aciton of the police^ whom th^y detested 
on account of Foijelt's hostiliiy to themselves, hurried to 
the lock-up, resciied the drummer and took him with two 
policemen lo their lines. A European constable and 
four natives w^ent at once to demand ihfit their comrades 
shonid he released and the drummer given up. They 
were resisted by force ; % struggle ensued, and the police 
fought I heir way out. leaving two sepoys for dead. The 
^epovA were in the utmost fury and excitement^ and 
Forjett w as summoned by his police. Forjett w^as equal 
to the emergency. He ordered his European police to 
follow' him. and galloped to the scene of tbe mutiny. 
He found the sepoys irjang to force their way out 
fif tbe lines, and ibeir officers with drawn swords 
with difficulty refilraining them. On Hcemg Forjetl 
Eheir anger could hardly be controlled. “For Gorfs 
sakcp Mr. Forjett/' cried the officers, **go away?” H 
your men are beot on mbichief/" he replied, the sooner 
It is over the belter/" The sepoys paused while Forjett sal 
on his horse confronting them. Soon his assistant and 
fifty-four European constables arrived, and Forjett cried. 
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'* Throw «^pen ihc tfates — I am ready lor them! The 
'^poys were nt>i prepared for this prompt action ; and in 
the face of the Europeati force judjijcd discretion to be 
the better part of valour. 

;\ few days later. Forjett erected a ifallows near the 
police office, summoned the chief citizens whom he knew 
to be disaffected, and pointing to the gibbet told them that 
on the slight est sign that they meditated an outbreak they 
would promptly be hanged. Tlie hint was taken. But there 
was still danger from the sepoys. Forjett learnt that a 
number of them were systematically holding secret meet¬ 
ings at the house of one G anga Prasad. He immediately 
had this man arrested, and induced him to confess what 
he knew. The nest evening he went to the bouse and 
through a hole in the wall gathered from the sepoys’ con¬ 
versation that they meant to mutiny during the Hindu 
festival of the Oivali in October, pillage the city and then 
leave the island. His report of this to the officers was 
received with incredulity; but Forjett persuaded Major 
Barrow, the Commandant of one of the regiments, to go 
with him to the house. "Mr. Forjett has caught us at 
last," said Brigadier Shortt when the facts ivere reported 
to him. Court-martials were promptly held, the two 
ring-leaders—a native officer of the Marine Battalion an 
a private of the loth \,l. were blown from guns on the 
Usplanade, and six of their accomplices were transported 
for life. The Divali passed off quietly, and thus by the 
prescience of the Superintendent of Police, Bombay was 
«aved from the horrors of mutiny.*_ _ _ 
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The low 11 mejittwhile had watched the course of affairs 
m Bengal with feverish interests A great meetings wa* held 
in the Tow^n Hall in July 1S57 to forin a fond for the 
relief of those who had sobered in the itiutiny ; the 
Parsis met ew mssse on the beach at Back Bay and 
thence moved to the hre-templeT in C hand an Wadi lo pray 
for the success of British arms ag^ain^t the rcbel.t ; and 
after the Quccii'i< Proclamation, w^hkh was read from 
the steps of the Town Hall on the ist November 1858, 
thanksgiving wa^i offered in ever>" templa, mo&que and 
church upon the island and all sections of the people 
w^ere present at the feiativities and tlluminations arranged 
in honour of that event. ^ 

The years which elapsed between 1820 and i860 were 
emphatically years of steady improvement. Yet, not- 
Hvithstaiidlng the building of mills, the opening of 
institutions like the Grant iVledlcal College and the pro¬ 
jection of wate r-works, the town had A ill 10 be decked 
ill a manner worthy of her posilion as a possession of 
the British Crown. Increasing commerce demanded new 
facilities for Iran sit and new wharfage and pier aceom- 
rnodation. Fortunately for posterity the administration 
was entrusted at this juncture to one who clearly realised 
the need for e^cpaixsion and urban Srn prove meat and pos¬ 
sessed the encr^ and delermination to carry it out in 
face of the obstrtiction and indignation of the Govern- 
metii of Eiidia ; while circumstances, to be referred to 
hereafter, placed at the dLsposal of Bamhbiy the funds 
needed to perfeci her transformation from a mcrcanlile 
town into a splendid and populous city. Modirn Bom’ 
bay really dates fmm the year 1S60 and was brought 
into existence by the achievements of Sir Bartlc Frere's 
administration. 
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The period bet ween and 1S65 was one of feverish 
activity in Bombay^ and was marked by progress in 
every branch of the administration. In the case of the 
iiiland’s njilway communication the advaHce was parti¬ 
cularly noticeable. At the close of ii& the Great Indian 
Peninsula Company bad opened their line as far as 
Tlianap and three years later, on !hc 3^nd April 1863, 
the Bbor Gfiat incline w'as opened- Sir Bartle Frere 
was present at the opening" ceremony and In recalling 
the words of Sir John Malcolm in 183a said :—When I 
first saw the Ghat some years later, we were very prcnd 
in Bombay of our mail cart to Poona, the first and at that 
time^ I believe^ the only one running In India ; but it was 
same years later before the road was generally used for 
wheeled carriages. I remember that we hardly met a 
■single cart between Khandnita and Poona. Long droves 
of pack bullocks had still exclusive possession of the road 
and probably more carts now'pass up and down the Ghat 
in a week than were to be seen on it in a whole year. But 
the days of mail cart* and bullock cart, as well as the 
Brinjari pack bullocks, are now Urawbig to a closen " The 
value of the railway in fosLenng the growth of Bombay 
has been well nigh incalculable ; both tLuropean and 
Native profited by the saving of time and expense thereby 
assured; and a journey to the Deccan^ which onee eosat 
j^6 and lasted iweniy-four hoursp, became by vlrtne of a 
splendid feat of engineering + an ea^y achievement cost¬ 
ing but a few^ rupees and lasting Only for about six 
hours. Nor w^as Gujarat forgotten* Communications 
ill that pan of the Presidency were inferior to those of 
the Deccan and Konkan, by reason of the entire absence 
of made roads. This maltered but little ifi the fair 
season when communication by sea was open ; but for 
three or four months every year ihe inhabitants of Gtij- 
arat were denied all meansi of access to Bombay aod 
many a luckless resident of Kathiawar, Ahmadabad or 
Baroda died of sickness that might have yielded to 
treatment in another climate^ The opening of the first 
section of the Bombay^ Baroda St Central India Rail¬ 
way in 1S60 therefore brought relief tn many, and was 
followed by the opening of the Broach and Baroda 
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ii) and of list Ahmadah^d section in tdOj. 
Finally in 1S64 tlie line which the Company had bcon 
Inreed by Government to coni me net at a distance from 
its base of operations was coinploted southwards a-s 
far as Bombay. The original proposal, made by Sir 
George Cterk when Governor of Bombay, had been to 
jpvc the Bombay and Bnroda Railway a concession 
of the shallow waters of Back Bny, which had been 
converted by the inhabitants of ihc adjacent undmined 
native town Into a noisome and pesiiTential foreshore, 
on the sole condition of ti ck consitucting their railway 
across it at an estimated cost of about ^'90,000^ 
This outlay would have been more shati covered by 
the sale of the land reclaimed between the railway 
embankment and high-ivater mark. The Home Govern¬ 
ment, however, objected to this being done by the 
railway wilh their guaranlecd capitMl, and ihc con¬ 
cession w;ts given to a company of Bombay mere hunts, 
thtr agreement being that the Back Bay Rectamation 
Company, afier reclaiming from the sea and making over 
to the Government the land required for the railway and 
other public purposesi shomid make ils profit otti of the 
rest oi the reclaimed land.' 

Further eacouragement was aJtbrded to trade by the 
institution of a regular service of coasting steamers 
and by the opening of the Suez Canal, Lu 1866 Govern¬ 
ment arranged with the Bombay Coast and River Steam 
Navigation Company for the maintenance of steam 
ferries between Bombay and Mandva, Karanja, Revas, 
L>haramtarp Uran and ULva; vvhilc the opening of the 
Sue^ Canal in 1869 cfeeted a complete revoLutipn in the 
lurrying trade of Bombay, which had up to that date 
been restricted by a lengthy voyage round the Cape^ 
Barly in the previous year n weekly mail service had 
been instituted tn response to the agitation commenced 
in iSs7 and Bombay had become the port of arrival and 
departure for all the English mails* The claims of 
Bombay to be regarded as the impenal port of India 
had become too strong to be -disregarded for the suke 
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ot local jote^eb(^: and by 1S75 Bombay Harbour had 
hccome acquflirtted not only with the P. & O'* waokSy 
rnnil-stcamers but with the Governmem Irunsporis con- 
ttying" the annual relieFs to IndiSi and with the pas^en- 
(for steamers of the Austrian-lnloyd, the Rubaitino* ihe 
Anchor, the Clan and the Hall Lines. The British India 
Company also liad entered into tt contract with Govern* 
ment for the carriage of maiis trom Bombay to all t^c 
other large ports of India. Finally, to complete the 
record of whal w as done during these years to improve 
uommuiiication between Bombay and the rest of ^c 
world, we may mention that a direct submarine cable 
WHS laid down from Suea to Bombay in 1S70, in connec¬ 
tion with the cable from Falmooih to Gibraltar, A 
Uxiblc had been previously laid down in iSGo. but it became 
useless alter ore or two jncssages had been trans- 
mrltcd tbfough it. Telegraphii; communleation between 
Knglufld and Karachi by a Persian Gulf cable w»s how¬ 
ever successfully established In 1863,' 

The third fundanieotal cause of the grow th of Bombny 
was the enormous increase of the coiion-trodc and the 
subsequent Share Maniit of the years j86i- 63. The out¬ 
break of the Civil war in America, which at once cut 
off the supply of American staples, ii» calculated by 
Maclean * to have given to Bombay roughly 81 milliciii' 
sterling in five years over and above what she ha in 
former years a a a fair price for her cotton. Allowing, 
-ays he, “ a liberul margin for errors of valuation at the 
Custom House, we may compute the clear addition to 
the wealth of Bombay at 70 to 73 millions sterling— 
n tolerably substantial loundation for speculators to 
build upon. An uneaampted eaportation of cotton con¬ 
tinued ns long as the war lasted." " The produce of all 
the great cotton fields of India, N’agpnr, Berar, Gujarat 
and the Southern Marat ha Country,'* writes Sir Rseha^ 
l emple, " found its wa) to Bombay in order to bv 
exported to England with all possible despatch, w v 
the high prices ruled and the blockade of the Soutli 
American ports lasted- So sudden was ^he dentaa , 
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iKs [ligh ttie of pficei vast the profjt-S| that an 

econoiTiic disiiirbance set iri*^ Mone.y seemed Id lose its 
pow^f^t the prices of alinost all arti-clcK ro^e 
-ilmultart^ously and the wages of hi bon r were <fnl 3 anted 
in proportion/** Deaiers were absolutely in different to 
qualityt ^ long ns they coiild burry on the stnpk to the 
market and gain the fortune spread before their eyes. 
The Press voiced the forebodings of the wiser portion 
of the public, but was not heeded. The economic history 
of most commercial countries has shewn that when 
money in vast quantities seeks for and fails to find 
sound mvc*-tmenta» it will be wasted. I he wastage 
takes the form of unwise or insane speculation^ [t was 
to such speculations that Bombay fell a victim during 
these years. 

At the outset, speculation was confined to ventures 
In cotton and piece-goods ; but as the money made in 
this w^ay accumulated, and adventurers from all parts 
were atiracied to Bombay all sorts of ingenious schemes 
were devised for putting the ncwly-acquired wealth lo 
use. By 1864 the whole community of Hombay^ from 
the highest English official to the lowest native brokcri 
became utterly demoraliaed and abandoning business 
gave themselves up to the deluMcn that they could all 
jiucceed in making fortunes on the Stock Exchange. ^ 
Up to the end of 18*53 almost the only new form of 
enterprise brought before the public had been the crea¬ 
tion of joint-stock banks ; but in that year the Bombay 

*■ T«iijdtf"t M cfi and Events ray Timr in tndia^ Amotig olh t r 
things, heu 3 ie-^ent m Ihnnbay rose sobiEh Ihal mnny civil servant^ 
were BbMjltnely unnble lO pay for deccnl Of wholMomo lodf^iiig- 
Onc of themp A Frof«*or at Ihe Medical Colle^ep vat driven to 
^cupy with his family ** two nmoll roama into which li|i$bt is 
adraitied ihreagh one window, which enn acflicely be kett clCRn 
and are desuiTiite of any approach to privacy." In n letter ro 
isir Oeopge Clerk, Frere writea (^ —“ Everythlnjs: is al Taiiaine 
pricea In Bombay jnil now, Mr. bteyorm has j.ual told m-e ihal 
w>iiH mtatton at Jlhi^ juid beef 4 lbs the rupee, his family cannot 
always gel meat | and white atl in trade and profe^siuns are 
makinf^ foriunea, our Government Servanls, even of hia class, 
are p nched (or fnO(L We wfiti: all th>a in Simla, and might, a>i far 
as 1 ran judge, aa WCM write it to Pokin'—"<Life of Sir H+ Frerr, 
VgJ. IIJ. 

’ Sir B. Frerc fcrbude CivU aervaola fo fndulgc m speculation 
m a special minuIC and refused to promote I hose who Iransf^re^s^ 
the ordet* 
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iihippiDg' nnd iron shipping- Companies VL-cr^ Klarted 
to make BoniitMiy merchants indepcndetit of English 
?ihip-Qvvncrs, and the 5haros of tli« former company 
went lo nearly lao per cenE» premium and were tetainud 
at that rate, the promnters beinjf men who were reputed 
to have inade mllliDns in cotton and who bad already 
secured pubtk conlldence by the successful manner of 
their immehing of the Asiatic Hank. Then came the 
year iB64i whcit the prospect of the conclusicm of the 
AmcriCnti war seemed, thanks to the g^enius of Lee 
and the stubborn valour of his soldiers, to be further off 
than ever. No bounds therefore^ it was assumed, could 
be set to the flowing tide Bombay's prosperity, and 
everyone hastened to plunge In and Ut hlmseh be borne 
upwardjt to fame and fortune^ It is literally the cH-se 
that in 1864 banks were brought out by the dozen and 
financial as so da lions, a new ergine for the promotion 
of speculation, by the itcore. The first, sifter wards 
known as “the old” Financial Association, appeared 
in June and had Its shares nin up to nearly lOo per cent, 
premium on ihe nominal capital of Rs. 4^^ P**" share^ 
while only Rs. 100 had bi^on paid up and no business 
done. The lucky receiver of an original allotment 
could therefore make about ^£40 on enich share, 

w ithout putting himself to any immediate trouble beyond 
that of signing his name% It is needless to say that 
there was a fm-ntic rush for shares l and that soon 
the newspapers were crammed with announcements of 
new financini associations. But all other speculaiion 
was dwarfed by the magnitude of the Back Bay Recla¬ 
mation projectfc which was designed In the first place 
to provide the land or the shore of Back Bay along 
which the Bp B. &. C. 1 . Railway now rons» and after¬ 
wards to use the residue of the ground reclaimed for 
the purpose pf providing sites for metrine residences. 
The value of land had been trebled and quadrupled in 
Bombay, the popuhiiion was daily increasing in numbers, 
and as the available space within the island was 
very little^ «very additional foot tacked on seefned 
likely 10 be worth its weight in gold. Fierce opposkion 
was made to the grant to a private company of so valu- 
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ableacciicessiun iandtVie Bombay Government, which 
bad determined to make some ihirtg for itself out of th^' 
rage for speculation by takiag a itumber of Back Bav 
shares, was foreed by the Governmcni of India to 
abandoti such a partnership. The astute promoters of 
the company then sold these shares by public auction, 
the brokers ran them up to Rs, 55,000 a share on 

Rs. 4,000 paid up, or more than 6od per cent., and this 

sale may be said to have sent the city quite mad.’ 

A share list published on the December 18(14 
shows that at tltat date tltcre were in emstence 51 banks, 
16 Gnancist associations, S !and compatiks, iG press com¬ 
panies, 10 shipping companies, 20 insuranee comp-'nics 
against loin 1855, ha joint stock companies where in 185? 
none had csiaied. The Hack Bay Comp:iny*stransactions 
had proved too great a temptation for the merchants ot 
Bombay and tlie chsnce of making 600 per cent, on one's 
money was loo strong to be resisted. " Were there not 
other sites as valuable as the barren sands of Back Bay 
Were there not the Gats to be filled up and built over, the 
pleasant slopes of Tfombay to be covered wEih countrj- 
houses, to which the weaD" speculators of Bombay 
might retire every evening by means of a hrajich railway 
crossing reclaimed ground at the northern end of the 
harbour? IVere there not banks of mud at Ma?,4gon 
and Sewri which could he converted into docks and 
wharves to accommodate the ever-expanding trade oi 
the greatest port in Asia ? To crown all, when Bombay 
and the islands in the harbour had been eabauslcd, and 
even the most keen-eyed speculator might have looked 
in vain for a square foot of muddy foreshore not yet 
appropriated by a local land company, a new plague 
fell upon the city in the shape of an importation from 
Calcutta of certaju public-spirited promoters who were 
anxious to point out to Bombay capitalists what a 
splendid field for investment ivas ofiTefed to them by the 
swamp known as Port Canning near Calcutta, The bait 
took and early in 1863 the Port Canning Company appeared 
before the public with a list of influential Directors that 
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was It lone Hufficionl to send \h^ shares up lo irfvcriiJ 
hundred per centp premiump This was the cHmatti It 
was impossible to stirpasi^ ihe P^ort Canptog Compariy : 
and in the spring of 186, a sudden end put to further 
Mpocularion by a telegram atinouncing the surrender ol 
Lee's army and the tenrimation of the war in America^ 

Then the reaction sot m* The price of DhoUerii 
cot tun in the Liverpool markcLp which at the beg-juniug 
of the year hnd been loj pence per pound fell to m pcuM 
before the end of April ; and as it was evident that In 
the natural course of things there must be a fart her 
heavy fall, the prices of All securities gave way in sym¬ 
pathy whk cotton. Men svho had been trading or 
speculating beyond their misatis found themselves unable 
to meet their engagemeoLs ; a leading firm of Pars! 
merchants set the example by failing for 3 millions : and 
a panic ensued which baffles description. Lvery one 
soon discovered that the nominal capital of the nu- 
merous companies io existeiice only represented so mtich 
paper money; that A few shrewd men had first siarted 
banks and run up the shares to a premiumj and then 
obligingly started Financiais ” to lend money to other 
people to buy these shares from themi The banks again 
had hecfi able to do no business beyond advandug 
money on the shares of land companies brought into 
being by the hnaucial assodationii ; and so the whole 
show of w^eaJth of these various establishments had 
depended on nothing but dealing in one another's sihares- 
When the crash came* there waii nothing to meet it but 
paper, and the whole elaborate edifice of speculatlou 
toppled dow n like a house of cards. The shares of Land 
companies might have been supposed to represent v^lu^ 
able property; but the fall in cotton was follow ed by a 
depredation lO land w^hich brought down sharcji from 
500 or Doo per cent, premium to a discoutit. The scales 
fell from the eyes of the public and they saw the worth¬ 
lessness of the properties they had bought under the 
infiuence of a strong delusion- A wild rally ma e Ai 
the end of 1865- when the price of cotton was tem¬ 
porarily forced up again—reaching in December 17} 
pence a pound—was quickly followed by a relapse and 
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by the terrible commercial cri-sis of the spring of 1866 
Ifi Enghind ; and then the panic at Banihay set in with 

re.icwcd Intensity. Finally the master-spirits of the 
specuhitive era were themselves pressed hard, and in 
their fall they brought down institutions whose credit had 
been deemed beyond suspicion. By the end of 1866 
every one of the hnanclal associations had failed and 
gone into litiuidalion : all the banks, with the estcep- 
tion of the Oriental, the Chaitcred Mercantile* the 
Chartered, the French Bank, and one or two others, 
which had not their head-quarters in Bombay, had also 
been swept out of existence ; and not a land company 
remained that was not insolvent^ with the exception of 
the old Colaha Company and the Klphinstone Company. 
The latter had done good w ork ftnd possessed a valuable 
property ; and it was able to keep on its way for some 
years till a !!iyTnpathetic Government relieved it of anxiety 
by buying all its shares at pnir.^ The collapse of the 
Bank of Bombay created much scandal in India and in 
England ; and the causes of it were investigraled by a 
Royal Fpmmission and discussed two or three times in 
Parliament. The disasters that befell the surface of 
society formed but a fraction of the misery occasioned 
by the failure of the leading merchants and firms. The 
impossibility of realising land assets for cash and dls- 
tribuiing I he proceeds gave rise to a w ide-spread under¬ 
current of duiiress, blighting careers once promising and 
condemning many lives to a hopeless and degrading 
bondage. By the close of 1867 Ihe panic had subsided, 
and commercial affairs which fortunately sudered no 
permanent injury from the wild excesses of these five 
years commenced to regain a normal aspects Morcovetp 
the future financial uidependeDce of Bombay was placed 
In its own keeping by the opening in 1S6S of a new Bank 
of Bombay, which was to form ** an impregnable centre 
of commercial stabihtyJ^ The new Bank* as the Cou- 
temporary Press remarked, had the strongest negative 
guarantee for safety in the history of the four years 
downfiill of the old Bank. 

The Share Mania by good fortune did no permaineot 
injury' to the trade of Bombay ; while it, at the same 
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time, ifi-fts responsible foi* Improvements whicli imghl 
rtasonably have taken many years to inirotluee. At the 
outset when the piles of goltl conitneticesi to stream into 
the City, the public mind was tlirecled towards improve¬ 
ments that might render the island more spacious and 
more wholesome i and at the bead of the Government was 
just the one man who could stimulate the public desire an 
Euide it by *eal and enthusiasm to a practical issue- 
■‘The old town of Kombay was ill-built, ill-draircd, or 
rather not drained at nil, very dirty and very unhealthy* 
Land for building was uriiently required by the rapidly la- 
creasing population, and space for more airy streets an 
houses * * * * Frerc was a keen and ardent 

sanitary reformer, abreast of all the latest knowledge on 
the subject. He bad obtained a report on the condition 
of the City from Dr. Leith, President of the Bombay 
Sanitary Commission t aittJ he called to his as-istance 
Dr, Hewlett, then recently returned from England, where 
he had been making a special study of sanitation." ' It 
was Sir Bar tie Frere who was mainly rcspotiaihle for the 
dual orders of t86i for the removal of obsolete fortiEcations 
and useless public buildings and of the old ramparts of 
Bombay which were not only useless for purposes of 

defence but occupied a large space behveen the busiest 

portions of the town. The high walls interfered with 
the circulation of air, and the ditches contained foul and 
stagnant water, which was responsible for a conMder- 
able amount of disease. Accordingly, under the 
Governor's auspices, the walls were levelled, and the old 

Fort, which had rrowned upon ihe Malabar pirate and ha 
watched the Company’.-: fleet sail lorth to punish Angna, 
disappeared for ever.' The space, thus set free, was 
partly laid out In roads, open spaces and pu ic ut ^ 
ings i aad the remainder, comprising a considerable 
area, wa^ sold under conditions arranged so as insecure 
the Interests of the public and for a sum which wm 
siiBicient to cover tlie whol« ® 

donee ____ 

I Ufe of Sir B* I^'rere. Vel- II 

» TK* onTx Mmnhfil of iTie Fort now In rtiorfw 

or Bl^ok Fort 
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The laiik of driving back the ocssm alsu under¬ 

taken. The traveller randiog at Apollo Bandar abont 
ihe year writes Maclean, would have found a 

foul and hideouij foreiihore from the Fon to Sewri 00 the 
easlp from .\pollo Bandar round Colaba and Back Bay to 
the west. All rotiod the Island of Bombay was one foul 
cesspoolr sewers discharging on the sandp rocks only used 
for the purposes of ti at lire. To ride home to Malabar 
Kit! along the sands of Back Bay was to encounter sights 
and odours too horrible to describe^ to leap four 
sewers whose gaping mouths discharged deep black 
streams across your paiht to be impeded its you m^ared 
Chaupati by boats and nets and stacks of firewood, and 
to be choked by the fumes from the open buming-ghai« 
oud many an ancient and fish-like smell. To travel by 
rail from Bori Bandar to Bycalla or to go into Mody 
Bay was to see in the foreshore the latrine of the whole 
population of the Native town.Of the %vealth which 
found its way into Bombay subsequent to i 36 o, about 
million pounds sterling was devoted to regulaiing and 
advancing Into the sea below^ low-waler mark the whole 
of the Island's foreshore. Handsome works were carried 
out oil either side of the Apollo Bandar^ extending soutli 
westward almost to Colaba Church and stretching from 
the Custom House to Sewri along Mody Bay and tht; 
Elphinstonei Mazagon, Tank Bandar and Frcre reclatna- 
tions—a distance of at least five miles. On the other 
side of the island was the great Back Bay reclamation 
from Colaba to the foot of Malabar Hilli whereon was con¬ 
structed a good road and bridle-path» The area 
thus reclaimed amounxcd to more than 4tOoOpOQO square 
yardsp and resulted by 1S72 in an increase ol the area of 
the whole [sLaud from jS to j2 sriuare miles.* Simultane¬ 
ously much energy was displayed in the construction of 
new roads and the widening of old lracks, among the chiel 
works of this nature being ihe widening and rebuildJog of 
the Colaba Causeway in iS6i-b^, the commencemcot oi 
the Esplanade^ Rampart Row and Hornby Roadsi the 
widening of Cruickshank and Camac Roeds in 18&S and 
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iHbb, ihc completion of the Ciirnac, Majijid iiotl 

Riphinstooe ovcrbrld^ces in 1867.' 

More slrikinjjthan new fttclamatioii :iiid comimiTiicfttionii 
were the ffreat buildinj.'* and nreliitcciiirnl iidornments o1 
ihe cltv which were projected and commenced during: Sir 
Bartle Vrere's tenure of office. The embellishment of Bom- 
l-ay w;is» carried out by both Government and private citi¬ 
zens, both equally actuated by the spirit of the a^. which 
demanded that some part of the newly acquired wenllh 
should be allocated to the permanent advantape of the 
city, “li should never he forgotten," writes Maclean, 

'* that the splendour of the public buildings and useful and 
h«ficvolen! institulions of new Bombay is due to the 
munificence of the speculators of 1861-65." Thus .Ir. 
Prcmchand Raichand, •'the uncrowned king of Bombay 
in those days of financial delirium, gave four lakhs for 
the building of an University Library building and u 
tower, to be named after his mother, the Rajabai Tower ; 
the Jamsetji Jijibhoy School of .Art came into emstence ; 
forty drinking foumains were by the libenility o 

,Vlr. Cowasji jehangir erected in various quarters of t e 

city ; the Parsi comnmnity opened an Opthalmic hospital 
and a hcspit«ral Colaba; a hospiuil for incurables was 
established at Bydilla : and .subscriptions were rewdilj 
offered for the Victoria and Albert Museum and the Sn.«- 
soon Mechanics' Institute. Public companies also p!ay^ 
their part in the general progress of improvements Ihe 
Railv^uy Companies openod now and extensive 
at Pare!; the Gas Company luid dow-n their 
and lighted « portion of the town with gas for the first 
time in October. 1866: aiiU the P, and O. Lompati) 
ccm.nenecd the conversion of the old Ma^gon dock 
iato the largest and most p-rrfect timber-sUp in Bombay. 
Lastly may be mentioned the Elphinsione Circle, the 

scheme for which originated with Charles Fo^rjelt, wa-s 
sanctioned by Sir George Clerk and was completed dunng 
his s\iccessor*5f tenure of office- The o t is rnipos- 
irtg collection of buildings—the old Bombay Green, was 
purchased by the Municipality and resold by t^m " 
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profit ill btiilding; lots to EogHsh mercantile flriTis+who 
gradually transformed the dtisiy open space, mtiabked 
for ibe most part by crowds of pigeons* into an imposing 
example of street architecture. The suggestion that the 
circle should bear the name of Lord Elphin^tone emanated 
from the firms concerned in the building thereof, who held 
a public meeting in i 063 at the olhce of Messrs. Ritchie, 
Stuart and Co- The proposal, testifying to the support 
which Lord Klphiastono had accorded to the scheme 
in its mfnocy^ iva.^ approved hy Government^ and under 
the name of the Elphinstone Circle one more striking 
improvement was added to the list of those executed 
tf LI ring this period.** * 

On the one hand^ therefore, were private individuals 
and public firms, w orking during these years with one fixed 
idea of improving and enlarging the etty^ to which their 
several destinies had driven them. On the other hand 
were Sir Bartle Frere and his Guvernmentt actuated no 
less keenly by the same wish. As land^ for building 
purposes were very much needed," writes Sir Hie hard 
Temple, and would command a high price, a project 
formed for throwing down the walls of the Fortf 
taking up a portion of the plaio, and making allotments of 
ground available for buildings Sir Bartle Frcre took up 
this project w ith his accustomed steal, and obtained large 
sums in purchase money from those who hid for the allot¬ 
ments. The means thus acquitrU, together with grants 
from the Government, were collected and forined into a 
special fund for the construction of public olflces and 
buildings for Bombay, The formation and manageincnl 
of this fund caused much correspondence with ibf Govern¬ 
ment of India: but the scheme held good and wfis duly 
carried Into effect. Previously these buildings had been 
found unsuitable for the growing needs of a capit.il city, 
being cramped in space, badly situated and imperfectly 
ventilated; they were erected at a time when civilization 
was but little advanced in the settlemenis of the East 
India Company* and w'hen architectural taste was almost 
uokoow^n in British Endia^ The opportuniiy was to be 


* Mr, lAia»Si Scoff wai the ftrehbeet of the Circle* 
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taken of Bombay « sefiiis of slrutflurcs worthy 

of her wealth, her populous ness, arHJ her jreographicfll 
sUoatioa. The designs were to be of the highest charae- 
ter arcbitceufally i therefore architecis were obiained from 
England to frame them elaborately : and due thought was 
given to artistic effecU The operations were planned 
deliberately and were begun while Frerc was still in 
Bombay, Their completion was arranged by his 
successors very much on the lines which he had laid 
down. They comprise the Government Secretarial, the 
University Library, the Convocation Hall, ihe 
Court, the Telegraph Department, I he Post OlSce, all m 
one grand line facing the sea. Other buildings in a simi¬ 
lar style were built in other parts of the city, such as the 
Elphinstone College, the Victoria Museum, the Elphm- 
stone High School, the School of Art, the Gokuldas 
Hospital, the Sailor's Home and olhers. Few- cities in 

the world can show a finer series of structures ; and those 
who admire the buildings after the lapse of fifteen years 
from the beginning of the work, may well be reminded 
thatUistoSir Bartle Frerc that Bombay owes the ongm- 
atton and inception of this comprehensive projert. It 
would be a mistake lo attribute loo much to individual 
Governors j for when work is demanded by the spirit of 
the age, it will be done in some shape or other, whoever 
may be in power. But in justice it must be said, that 
Frcre deserves the lion's ^bare in the credit ofthm under- 
tiiking, and that without him the w ork would never have 
reached that magnitude which is now beheld by all English 
spectators with a reeling of national pride.*' In addition 
to the great buildings mentioned by Sir Richard Temple, 
we read of improvements to the Cathedral, new Police 
Courts in Byculla and the Fort, the capenditure necei- 
saiy for which was sancltoaed by Government in 1866 ; 
of new lighthouses on Hennery and the Prongs ; of Har¬ 
bour defences, batteries at Oyster Rock, Cross island 
and middle ground; of n Wellington Memorial Fountain 1 
and of a European General Hospital ; and many Other 
works of utility and adornment. " Upwards of a million 
sterling,'' says the /?<w»r*rry of 1866-67, ‘' has 

already been expended upon the various works which 
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been undcrtfikuh by iio^'erorntjiil in Uomba^' : 
and nbnut a million iimd-a-qnarter is ih^ estimated cost of 
completing works silready in projtfrcSK. Two milltcns 
more will be ret^uired Tor projected workSi inclndinf^ the 
military cantonment at Colabji. More has been done foi 
the ad%'ajiceinent of import ant works daring- the preseni 
than darin|f any preiioas Jidministration. The works 
of progress that remain are blessings to Boitibay ' those 
that have miscarried arc fandnixirks to guide the toming 
adtnlnlstration : and those that are retarded belong more 
to the financial policy of the tiovemieut of fndia than 
lo the policy of Sir Bartle Frcrc. ' 

No retrospect of this Important period would be com¬ 
plete with out a reference to the chiinge and groivth of 
iMuaicipal Governmenlt vi^hicb was uecessiluted in ilie 
first instance by the incresisu of ihc city and of its popu¬ 
lation. Sir Bv^rtk Krerei in a speech delivered at the 
laying of the foundation-stone of the Hiphinslonc Circle 
m October 1864, remarked ihal " the three great objoct-^ 
which Lord lilphinstoae had ever kept in viCw' wore, 
firstly, the water-supply of the city ; secondly, thecBicient 
drainage of the whole towm and island ; and, lastly, 
the tcclatnatioii of the Flats**' The first object had 
.dready been brought to a practical issue by the eon- 
struction of the Vehar Lake ; but by the time 2^ir Bart It- 
Krere look up the reins of GoVernmentT the triumvirate of 
Municipal Commissioners, appointed by the Act of [858^ 
iiad effected little or noihing towards the consummation 
of the two latter desiderata^ Moreover, the administra¬ 
tion of 1358 had not met with the favour of the public^ 
and was not so constituted to be able to effect the radicid 
Improvements in conservancy and communications which 
Were demanded by the spirit of tbo^* years* One of 
the most notable feature^^ therefore^ of Sir BarlleV 
administration Was the abolition of the old triumvirate 
and the passing of Act Jj of 1865,. vi^hercby thejustice^ 
for the Town and L^land of Bombay were created a 
body cOTpomte, and entire executive power and r^pnn- 
.sibility was vested In a CommrssioDer, appointed by 
Government for a term of three years. A contemporary 
writer, in reviewing the events connected with the name 
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of Sir JJaftlfl Ffttfifi femarkccl lhal " this Act !it first siffht 
:ippcHns quite gnconncctcil with the builulinB or irupfovc- 
mcnt question, with which wo now have- to dcst. But 
when it Is i-cmcrnbcrcd that the large revenues of the 
|VloTiiclp«lity will come io pan to be expended on works 
of public utility In coming years, and that the Municipal 
credit will be picdfred for carrying out vast and costly 
undertalcings, nur readers will confess that in the passing 
of the MutileipftJ Act a rich vein of progress and devcloi^ 
inent has been struck, which will yet in point of magni' 
tilde of operation and success distance even ihe cRcrt-s ol 
iTOVemment and ol public companieii, The nen 
systetn was unfortunately mnrrcd by one fl.tw, which 
eventually led in the closing year of the period under 
revlevr to its diseoniinuiition, and to the passing 
of a new Municipal Bill. Municipal Administration, a-s 
has been remarked, watt cotiducted by a Commissioner 
:ind the Bertch of Jiistices ! but the powers of the 
Commissioner were so ealetisivc that he was practi¬ 
cally irresponsible ; and, in an age so fertile of great 
and costly works, he was open to a temptation to spend 
the money of the ratepayers in a far too lavish manner. 
Had there only existed seme constitutional check upoa 
his powers and inclinations, the Municipal -system ol 
1B63 might have lasted beyond 187a. But, as the Act 
contemplated no such check, costly works were set on 
loot, neccssiUiting the disbursement of such immense 
sums, that something akin to a popular revolution look 
place in )8y I, and Government felt itself compelled to 
create a new Munlclpfllity, in which the ratepayers them- 
«.ulves should, by their rcpresenlativcs, have an .-lUlho- 
rltative voice. The first teal experiment, for as such 
it ha# always been regarded, in Municipal Government in 
India was made by the Municipal Bill which passed the 
l.cgtslative Council of Bombay, and received the 
lion of The Covernmeni of India in 1871;. The first 
Municipal elections were held m the month of July 1 73 , 
and there came into existence from that dale a Municipa 
Corporation, consisting of 64 persons, all of them rate¬ 
payers resident in the City of Bombay, of whom *6 wem 
nfiminated by Gfltfcmnnenu i6 wc« ctected y t c 
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Justices of the Pestcc resident in ihc island, and jjt were 
cfecled by the ratepayers. 

Short as was the period* during' which the Municipal 
constitution of 1^65 lasted, considerable progress was 
made in sanitation and communicalions- An evident 
Health Depariment was organised, and caine into exist¬ 
ence on November rst, 1^=65, which at once directed its 
attention to drainage* to the condition of burial grounds 
and to the presence of diingerous and oiTensive trades.' 
The drainage question had for many years troubled 
the minds of thoye responsible for the welfare of the 
Island. As early as iSb^, journalism broke into a ptC^n 
ofpraiyc over the prospect of such a reform, declaring 
that ** Bombay is to be drained at last that ” the Muni¬ 
cipal Cornrnissioners have lakcri steps for breaking 
ground at once in the Fort ; and in a fortnight or 5J0* we 
may expect to See the beginning of the greatest sanitary 
reform* that can possibly be Introducedp upptied! to 
Bombay." 'fhe unfortunate triumvirale w^s unequal to 
the task. Though the work was commenced in lS6^, the 
feebleness of the old Commission militated against a 
satisfactory issue thereof; and, in the meantime, the 
public had discovered th^t the most vital point connect¬ 
ed with thorough drainage—nrimely* the location ol Ibe 
sewage out fail—w as stll] undeerded. The Importance 
of deciding this question was put forward in by a 
special committeSp appointed to deal with the drainage 
of the Flats, and it was not till after the MunicipaJfty 
of 1865 had been constituted that any debnite advance 
in sanitary engineering was recorded. The Municipal 
Commissioner also turned his atteotion to the crying- 
need of wclhconducted markets and s^il^ughter^houseSi 
the best-known of those erected prior to 1S70 being the 
.Arthur Crawford market^ which have been described as 

the noblest and most useful of all the pubfic improve¬ 
ments executed In Bombay, and as forming a grand 
monument to the energy and admi nisi rati ve capacity ot 
the gentleman whose name they bear, and who was 
Municipal Commissioner of Bombay from July iS6s ^ 
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November 1871 '* The increase of the Vehar wiler- 
supply^ the initiAtion of the Tulsi water works, and the 
reclamation of the Flats with town-sweepiags were 
further measures of ulility introduced prior to iW/J. 

The birlhof Bombay as a populous and beautiful city is 
nscribable, therefore, to the joint labours of Government, 
the MuricipalUy, private firms and puhlic-spirited 
eiiiaens, who strove in their several spheres to render the 
once'* inconsiderable Island ” worthy of her position as 
one of the outposts of a ivide Empire,' A t the same time 
it must be remembered that the d.ei:ade i860—70 was 
responsible for the introduction o! those conditions of 
urban life which have rendered the city a hot-bed of 
disease, and have aecessitalcd the creation by .a later 
generation of a special hoard, charged udili the relief of 
overcrowding and the sanitary regeneration of the 
island. The evils arising Irom an unprecedented infiux 
of population and the absence of any Act to regulate 
building and obviate overcrowding were clearly portrayed 
in the report of the Health OlRcer in tMya, whose des-crip- 
lion of the city proper forms a startJing contrast to the 
jj^f^eable account recorded by hlaclean of the more so Kent 
features of the island. The death-rate in the Market 
section was unusually high in Consequence of the condition 
ot the houses in that locality ; land in the Mandvi section 
was so valuable that the houses w ere built v ery high, 
the streets iverc narrow, and the people overcrowded, 
while the imperfect drains were often choked. Chakla 
w;ts full of dark and ill-venlilated milch caitle-siables, 
Naoroji Hill had already been mined by its owner '• who 
let out plots ol land to persons to build as they pleased, 
without any definite plan to ensure breadth of streets 
and ventilation of houses. In the heart of Dhobi Taino 
was " the dirty irregular labyrinth of Cavel. Ve¬ 
hicles can only pass a very short distance into U, and 
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one of thii priiidpiil tharoughl'iLr^-ii thither thrijugli a 
liqiior-shop in Girg^uin rond PhfLcia^^iadi wa^ honey¬ 
combed with sewers* Bhuleshwar contained "the io- 
descnbably filthy quarters of ihe milk-^c^Hcr^i; known 
Gogharl whtk Kumbbanvada ranked as “a shameruh 
ty ncglccled district^ where the inliabiutnbti sleep in 
atmosphere tainted with sulphurated hydrogen/'' Khcl- 
wadi was being rapidly covered with hon^fes notViith- 
standing that during the monsoon the slorm^ivater from 
the Falkland road maid drain was pc-nded up in the 
Khctivadi Back road to a depth of three or four feel, 
Chaupati and Girgaum were full of cesspools ; the estate 
of Malabar Hill was such as to cause grave anxiety to 
the guardians of the public health, Tardeo wasi begin- 
Sng to attract so many people to its mills that n properly 
Fa Id out village for mtlUemployds appeared desirable. 
Khara Talao poss^essed many houses in ^vhich it was 
essential to carry a light by day ; the villages of Sindul- 
patla^ Agripadaandjulhaipada ivere welEnigh uolniiVCrs- 
able owing to the presence of an open drain ; the thickly 
populated village-^ and hamrcls of Parcl were wholly im- 
drained. The condition of Mazagoii and Sew rl was more 
vatiiiracton* The former, howeverp still lacked a road 
acrps»s the waste ground reclaimed by the biphinstoni: 
Company, which scp; 4 rated it from the Fort on one side 
and the native town on the other. The foreshore of 
Sewri had been vastly Improved by the Frcre reclriniation, 
hut lide section was handicapped, l om a sanityrr point 
of view, by the detached ham lets of Ghorupdeo and 
Jackeria Bandar in iivhich dwelt the labourers and 
quarry men of that time- Msihim was, as nowp covered 
with thick cocoanut plantnlions and formed an ngrteubfu 
re.^-ort during- the momlng or evening hours. 

Of social events which occurred during this decade 
one mEiy remark the rejoicings of the ist May jS6-ion 
the occasion of the marriage of the Prince of Wales, 
when the entire town was decoruted and a huge chil¬ 
dren's fete was held on the Esplanade. T his was follow¬ 
ed fay the visit of H. R, H. the Duke of Edinburgh on 
the nth March iSyo. in commemoralion of w'hich 
H. H, Khancle RaOp trnckw’Etr of Baroda. gave a inufiilT- 
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c^t donattoii tor the new Sailors Home, Bud by the 
visit of Lord Northbrook, the Viceroy, in Nouember 
1S73, who held « huge Darbsr of Native Princes In a 
s/i^ttttana on the Ksplanadc and in whose honour the 
Northbrook Gardens in Grant Road were thrown open 
to the puWk. Improved communications by sea not only 
brought Bombay into contact with notabilities of the 
western world, such as (.ivingstonc the explorer who 
sailed from Bombay for Africa in January 1^, bnt also 
inculcated a desire for travel in the minds of the 
Natives of India, Members of the Van! community 
began about this date to visit Lngland in the interests of 
commerce, while several Khojas. Bohrns and Marwadis. 
overcoming their inherited prejudices against foreign 
travel, set out for China. 

The enormous increase of population engendered by 
the Share Mania of 1S61—65, which led Sir Battle Frere 
to order a census to be taken in 1864 'i face of the oppo* 
siliort of the Home Government,' naturally introduced 
fresh problems into the police administration of the city and 
for the first time brought the guardians of law and order 
face to face with the difficulties attendant upon the presence 
of a.large and fiinatical tiastern population. Both in <872 
itnd 1874 the orderly course of urbur life was broken by 
riots of a serious character. The Muharram celebration 
of the former year formed the signal for a violent outburst 
of antagonism between the Sunni und Shin Muhammad¬ 
ans of the citv, which was admirably held in check by 
the police under Mr. Frank Souter. but not be fore about 
sixty persons had sustained more or less severe injuries t 
while about a month later a somewhat serious fmcas 
occurred outMde the gates of the Towers of Silence on 
tlibbs Road between two factions of the Parsi communi¬ 
ty.- But these outbreaks were almost trivial by com¬ 
parison with the Pa rsi-Muhammadans riots of Febniarj" 
187.^, which were cau-edby a scurrilous attack upon the 
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Prop he I written anti published by a Farsi resident. Short¬ 
ly after lo a;m. on the morniii^^ of the 13th Fehmary a 
n-sob of ronjfh Mtihammadans coHccted nulside the Jama 
and thence, after hesidne; the exhortationB of the 
^lulhtt began attacking the houses of the Farisi residents 
In the neighbourhood- Two firc-temples were broken 
open and subjected to desecration by a band of Sldls, 
Arabs and Fathan^, who ncKt proceeded to loot and 
damage cvety^ Far^i residence in the sireet nnd to- attack 
with sticks and stones any stray Farsi whom they met. 
On the arrival of the police, the mob gradually dispersed, 
leaving about seventy of their number in custody^ but, 
not before considcrabk damage to person and property 
had been perpetrated in Bhendi Ba/aar^ Khetwadi and 
parts of the LJhobi Tafao section. The chief feature of 
the riot was the refusal of the Governor* Sir Philip Wodc* 
house* to call out the troops until the police were break¬ 
ing down. In spite of urgent appeals front the leaders of 
the Farsi comtnunity. Sir Philip believed his powers 
in this matter to be rcstrictedp but was subsequently 
informed by Lord Salisbury that ertreme constitutional 
theO'icH could not be safely imported into India and that 
therefore troops might be legitimately used to render a 
riot Impossible.^ 

The year f8jo was remarkable for the formation of the 
Bombay Port Trust, though the Board of Trustees was 
not actually appoinled till June 1^73^ The decision to 
constitute a Board originated in an apprehension on th« 
part of Government that tradednterests were seriously 
endangered by the possession by private companies of a 
monopoly of the landing and shipping facilities at the 
port, the sal eat case being that of the Hlphiiisione Land 
Company, mentioned above, which had been granted 
esc tensive rights of reclamation f n the eastern foreshore of 
ihe island in return for iCs undertaking to provide land 
for the terminus of the G+ I. V* Railway Company. The 
Companydid very’good work between 1662 and rS66, but, 
like all other firms in Bom bay 1 sulfered considerable loss 

* The Aimua] R«i|p^trr, 1^74 s Lettcf of qlh July from 
TjOrd Sjlist ury to ifie Gevemor Cenrml in Cotmi.il> Timeii of 
Tndi^h Febniiiry Mt 




histoht. 


tSf 


when the Share Mama dcdmed; and [n 1S66-67 ilsfinant^^s 
had sunk so low li^at h was forced to apply to Govern¬ 
ment for assistance. At this juncture f 1^67) the Govero- 
ment of Sir Seymour riijKgerLild strong:ly iirficd upon the 
Government of Tiidia the importaiiCC of buying out the 
company* thus regaining possession of the harbour fore- 
short. and of placing the future adtntnistration of the 
harbour and wharves in the hands of a public Trust. This 
proposal was sanctioned by^ the Secretary" of State in 
iB6i.>and the Company went into voluntary Itquidatton 
in the foltovving year^ their property being transferred to 
the Secretary of State In consideration of the payment 
of the purchase money in 47# Government of India stock. 
With effect from the date of purchase* May l rftt 1 ^ 7 "' 
whole of the property of the Company was managed by 
a department of Government in anticipation of the form¬ 
ation of the new Pert Tmst+* 

Tn Novetnber 1873 H- R. H the Piincc of Walc-S* the 
present King-Emperor* landed In Bombay at the outset 
of his Indian tour+ and was received with universal 
expressions of loyalty and good-will* nnd two years Inter 
(ist January 1877} Her Majesty Queen Victoria assum¬ 
ed the title oE* Empress of India. Bombay was en fi^^te 
that day. The seamen of the Royal Navy and the mer¬ 
cantile marine were feasted in the Sailors Home* the 
military and naval pensiopicrs w ere f&ted in tlic old Sailors^ 
Home; after which, Her Majesty"s Proclamation was 
puhlldy read out before the troops and the people in 
front of the Queen's Stnliic on the Esplanade. The day 
concluded w-Uh illuminations and with the despatch of 
coDgratiilatory addresses to Her Majesty from the leading 
communiti.rs of the city. = Equally ssponlatieous expres¬ 
sions of loyalty charactenaicd the arrival of the Duke 
and Duchess of Connaught in 1SS3* the Jubilee celebra¬ 
tion of February’ ifith, 1S87* and the Visit of the late Duke 
of Clarence and Avondale in iBSg. i ^ 

* SSr R. Tempted nnJ Events of my Time ifi Indit, 

^ Time'* of IndiAp isi J.^nma^y ■®7f ' 

■ u iSqO Boirtbsiy *T«I hud ihe lionmif of weScoming the Cj;«re- 
Vitch of Raiaia eoii Prinise George of Greeoe. 
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Meanwhile the two j^reat Railway companies threw 
out fresh lines and linked ihemsehcs with more remote 
rallfoadsp until the island hecame the central terrnmus 
of a series of arterial railways, radiating in various 
directions across the continent of India^ Communkalion 
by sea became yet more regulatt to the advantage of 
the Inhabitants d\ the coast-villages who thereby were 
brought into even closer touch w^Iih the life of the City- 
Trade rapidly increased and with it ihe demand for 
labourp which was responsible for an enormous increase 
of the MamthH populatinn by the year i88z ""Bombay," 
jtaid the members of the Municipal Corporation in their 
address of 1S75 to the Prince of Wales. may lay claim 
to the distinction of being a Royal Cky l for this Island 
first became an appanage of the Crown of England 
through forming part of the Dowry of Charles the 
Second's Portuguese bride ; and during the two cen¬ 
turies that have elapsed since then, Bombay has had 
every reason to be grateful for this fortunate change in 
her destiny« From a barren rock^^ whose only w^ealth 
consisted iti creoanuts and dried fish, whose scanty 
polatEon of 10,000 souls paid a total revenue to the State 
of not more than ^6,000 a year, whose trade was of less 
value than that of Thana and Bassein, and whose climate 
was so deadly to Europeans I hat nvo monsoons were 
said to be the age of a man, she has blossomed into a 
fair and wholesome city, wdth a population which makes 
her nink ne^t to London among the cities of the British 
EmpircH with a municipiil revenue amounting to j £30 Oon 
a year, and with a foreign commerce worth forty-five 
millions and yielding in cusloms-dutie^s to the Imperial 
treasury three millions a year/^ The mill-industry throve 
apace during these years. In 1870 there were only 
10 mills on the island : m 1875 when the MilTowners' 
AiWicidmion was first csiablu^hed there w^ere 37 ; io tSSo, 
3a ; and in 70 mills. The foundation of each rtevr 

mill or new press, the opening of each new spinning or 
weaving de pan ment an lamented the numbers of the in¬ 
dustrial population, so that by the time the census of 
tSSi wa- taken, S"-| per cent, of the t^^tal labouring po- 
pulatlon were classed as mill-workers. Meanwhile build- 
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InU-opemtionsiiud rccktnations were steadily progressing* 
Three hundred taw houses were yearly construcled in 
dJlFerent parts of the city : new police-stations were 
creeled at PaidhonI and Bazar^r Gate between 1S71 and 
18&J j churches, temples and mosques sprang into 
existencCt and new water^works were pro}ected to supply 
the rapidly growing needs of Ihc city* 

The Vehar Lake” writes Sir Richard Teinple.' " was 
found insufficient for the growing commumiy, and the 
lormation of an additipnat lake w*a* undertaken in the 
time of my predeces.'ti>rs. The w'ork was completed m 
my time and water was conducted 10 a higher level than 
before.*' The fulsi water works ^vere completed in 1S79; 
but even they failed adequately' to supply' the whole city . 
Accordingly la the Bhandarw'ada and Malabar Hill 
reservoirs were constructed^ and in Mr. Tom bn* 

iron's ‘icheme for works in the Fawai Valley was put 
into execution* But these Improvements were of mbor 
importance compared with the great Tafisa water works 
which w'ere commenced about Sir William Hunter- 

char4iCterizing the project as the most important under¬ 
taking of tlie years iliSs to 1890 observes that “ the dty 
wa^. and Is for the present supplied with water from the 
Vchar and Tulsi lakes. But the growth of popuhition 
has been SO rapid that the supplies from these sources^ 
though comparatively recently providedt soon proved 
inadequate. The Municipality therefore decided, on the 
tgth November 1885, to adopt a magnificent project that 
will provide the ci^y ivith nn ineshaustihic water-supply^ 
The scheme when carried out will afford another splendid 
proof of the public spirit of the citizens of Bombay aud 
the skill of English Engineers.The Tansa works were 
finally opened in the year 1691-93 by the Marquis of 
Lansdowne whot referring to the magnitude of the 
achievementp congraiulaled Bombay upon the true 
measure of municipal self-government wliicli she had 
been the first among all clues in India to introduL’e. 

Another great work was the construction of the 
PrInceV Doc k, the fir.’^t stone of which was laid by the 

1 " Sir. R. Ti^Mple % Mm And Itvettli of ^ly tini? in InUia. 

^ tto^baiy, rKB^-qn* by Sir \\\ Vt. Etunfer. 
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Prince of Whiles in 1875. It wns desi|fiied hy Thomas 
Ormisjlon as part of a schL'ine for impravtag; the whole 
foreshore of the harhourp and was finnlly opened on the 
I sL January fSSo, the earth which had been exeavated 
durio]^ the process from an area of 30 acres hein^ ap¬ 
plied to the further reclam at ion of ihe Mody Bay 
foreshorek Land reclamation wTis also steadily progress¬ 
ing. Fifty acres of swamp at Sioai and Evurla were 
reclaimed with town-siiVccping and convericd into a 
garden ; a part of the foreshore pear the Wilderness '* 
was reclaimed by a mernber of the Petit family; the 
Flats near Tardeo were being rapidly filled up by the 
Mnnidpality : and a considerable area near Arthur Road 
was rendered fit for building operattons« Tramway 
communication was instil a ted between 1872 and lfi77k 
Some attempt at Ibis form of commuricatiDn had already 
been made in Colnba in carUer years, but a properly orga¬ 
nised system wai- not projected till the date of Sir Philip 
Wodchouse’s adminisiratiort. By 1880 the Company's 
line had reached from the Fort to Girgaum, By cull a and 
Grant Road. Throughout this period also the Muni¬ 
cipality was actively engaged in widening old streels, 
opening new rcads+ setting aside new sites for burial- 
grounds, extending the lighting ofthe city and opening 
public gardens, such as the \'ictorsa Gardens opened in 
1873 and the Korthbrook Gardens opened in 1874. 
Systematic drainage of the island was also taken in 
hand> Much had already been done," wrote Sir 
Richard Temple in iB8a, ** at great cost and labour for 
the drainage of the cily» Still a mass of sew^age entered 
the harbour to ihe great detriment of all concerned. 
So additional drainage^i orks w ere undertaken for divert¬ 
ing the sewage to a quarter w’here it w'ould not be liurt- 
ful. A comprehensive scheme had been prepared by 
Mr^ Pedder* the ^hLn^c^pal Commissioner, ami Major 
Tlilloch, R. E., and this was scrutinized and reported 
upon by a special Commissioii in 187E As a result 
of Ihe Commission’s report the ^lunTCipal Corporation 
resolved in the same year to commerce the scheme 
immediately and raised a loan of 37 lakhs for that 
purpose- 
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The progress of Bombay between 1870 and i* 

summed up by Sir Richard Temple (i 87 T'S‘>) 
rollowlng words '‘The City of Bombay itself with its 
vast and varied interests, and its fast growing import¬ 
ance, claimed constant attention. The police, under the 
able management of Sir Frank Souler, was a really 
efiicient body and popular withal. The public structures, 
begun or designed under Sir Bartle Frerc s administra 
tion, were advanced towards eompletion ; and although 
these showed a goodly array, still not a year passed 
without several new buildings being undertaken, as t c 
demands of an advancing community in a great seaport 
arc incessant. The stream of native munificence con¬ 
tinued to Dow, though somewhat diminished in com¬ 
parison with former times by reason of agriciiliural and 
commercial depression consequent on the famine. A 
marble statue of the Queen had been erected by the 
Native community on the Esplanade. Sir Albert Sas¬ 
soon presented to the city a bremac equestHan statue 
of the Prince of Wales, in memory of the visit of His 
Royal Highness, Tbe new Sailors' Home, built partly 
thrnugh the munificence of Khande Rao, Gaekwar o 
Barodn, ia honour of the visit of Elis Royal Highness the 
Duke of Edinburgh had become a noble institution. 
The new Wet Dock, accommodating the largest ships, 
was named the Prince’s Dock, because the first stone of 
it wa> laid by the Prince of W ales. * 

*'The elective principle had been introduced into the 
Mumeipality of Bombay by Sir Seymour Fitsrgerald and 
established by Sir Philip Wodchouse, and 1 found it to 
operate advantageously. The ciiiacns and ratepayers 

caercised their franchise judiciously, electing good and 

able men, Europeans and Natives, to serve on the Muni¬ 
cipal Corporation, 

*• The resources of Bombay were tested when '** 7 ® 
an expeditionary (orce was desp, itched to Malta. W» ithin 
fourleen days after the receipt of orders from the 
Governor-Geiieral in Council iLosd LyitonJ, the Bombay 
Governtnent, of which Sir Charles Staveley, then Com- 

* Sr R. Trmpti’s Men attd Hvenln af M> Time in tndm. 
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mander-in-Chtef, was a member, despatched 6,000 mtn 
and £>ooo horses* * with two months' supplies of provisions 
and six weck-S* supply of water* They all arrived 
at thcsr destine.I ] on to good condition, and afler some 
months returned equally well; stiti ific risks aUendinff the 
navigation of the Red in sniiling ships towed by 

steamers* cau^^ed ns ansiety." ' 

The first decade of ihe period under review ftB8o^]> 
during which Sir James Fergusson and Lord Reay held 
the office of Governor In suc-kcssion* was characterized 
by much activity in Munidpnl administralion, by the 
further growth of the island Trade and by large public bene*^ 
factions* During Lord Reay s tenure of office a new 
Municipal Bill was passed^ which not only served to con¬ 
solidate the enactments of 1865, 1873 and hut also 

introduced iilterations designed to systematize the 
prosecution of drainage w^orks and v%'ater w’Orks* the 
registration and assessment of pro perl ieSt and the ex¬ 
pansion of education. Street-wldeniTig find urban im¬ 
provement were actively prosecuted during the decade, 
nearly a lakh of rupees being spent on the former object 
during the year 1SS9-90 ;* more than 12 lakhs w^ere 
sanctioned by the Corporation in 1S82 for the completion 
of a scheme of surface-drainage and Htorm-water 
drainage T Ihe Matunga leper asylum was founded In 1890 
chiefly through the exertion of Mr* It- A. Acworth, 
the then Mutiicipal Commissioner l the Joint Schools Com¬ 
mittee, which is charged wulh the lank of educating the 
masses^ came into existence ; the Victoria Jubilee Techni¬ 
cal Institute founded In. iSSy; and much good work 
w'as accomplibed in the matter of comtnunkottonsp the 
erecfion of hospitals, and the genera! sanitary admiiii- 
Kt rat ion of the city. But the improvement of Bombay 
was not permitted to devolve wholly upon the Jluni- 
cipatity* In January' 1S8S Sir Dlnsha Petit offered 
more thnn a lakh for the construction of a hospital 

^ Ce crtiy \n Ehe drsp ch i f ns evrr brrn a 

feilEiir« ot ihe Hombay l^nckynrri nrid Marinf*, as for txftiUlite in 
jSoi when Sir P. tlAird ^hTAni-d for p anr in . , + ^^99 wKfrt 
men^ 1 ii.ir.-^» rnd ^lerea %Tiipptfid lu South Afnca with ealra- 

ordinary patch. 

• EdwMfde:^'Rlieof Bofiabay. 
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for women tind children ns an cuteiiiion ol ihc JflnuMtji 
Jijitohoy Hospital t he founded a patho-bacteriologtcal 
laboratory in conncciion w-ilb Ibc Parcl Veterinary 
Coltego, and subscribed handsomely towards the founda¬ 
tion of a gymnastic insiitution ; and be also presented 
Government with the properly known as the Hydraulic 
Press, valued at 3 lakhs, in escliang-e for the El phi li¬ 
st one College buildings ivhicli were converted into 
the Victoria J ubilce Technical Institute. JJai .Votbb.n, 
widow of Mr. Naoroji Wadia, lomided an obstetric 

hospital in cooncetioTi with the Sir J. j- Hospital, Mr. 
Fra mil D, Petit gave nearly a lakh of rupees towards the 
roundation of a I^aboratory in the Urant Medical Col lege > 
the Allblcss family established an obit«trie ward 

Cama Hospital and quarters for the lady doctors ol the 
Cama Hospital; and Mr. S. C. Powalla founded a 
gratuitous charitable dispensary in the Fort. Besides 
donations for medical objects by Sir M. M. Bhownaggrec, 
Mr. Cama and Mr. Dwarkadas Lattubhai, funds were 
provided by a Piirsi lady for the establishment of an ani¬ 
mal hospital at Parel which was opened by Lord Uufferiii 
in iSa4, an anglo-vcrnflcular school for poor Parsis was 
opened with the help of Mr. Bynimii Jijibhoy in i^. 
and a handsome fountain was erected in Baaaar Gate 
street by a charitable Pursi to the memory of tlomanji H. 
VVa(lia.‘ 

Among the institutions and landmarks of the island, 
which ow-e their existence to the aeii* n of the Bombay 
Government during these years, are the Victoria T^erminus 
of the G. [. P. Railway- and the Etirorean Hospital, 
which was erected on the ruins of the old Fort St. George 
and to which Lord Reay, on laying the foundation-stone 
=- February 18S9, gave the name if St, 


Hospital. The Government Central 


I Bumha,. by Sir W. W. Hvnier 1 HK.- of 

^ The Victoria Tcoftitvi^i». G. JJnIwajf, 


ts aiiTinteei on Iht 


^ The Victoria Tcoltitv*''#■ ^ T'a.jm 

original siie-.f ibe eld Jilufflbadevi temple la 

PT Bibbri Pond. Tlie old temple WM rrmoved by Gmncmmrni 10 
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which subsequently became the Elphinstone College, and 
the Presidency Ma^^isiratc^^i Police Court on the Es- 
pknnde were aUo coitnnenccd during' these years. Nor 
were the defcnce.s of the harboiif forgoiten. in the 
Press pointed out that they were practicalJy useless, 
Colaba Battery being untenable^ the turretships out of 
ordert and the batteries at Middle Island, Cross Island, 
Malabar Hill and Breach Candy being wholly inefficient. 
In the following year a new' scheme of defence was 
sanctioned and was carried into effect by the year ifkyj. 
The Port Trust, whichp in spite of yearly reductions of 
dues, shoived a steady surplus of revenue her ween iSSo 
and 1889, was responsible for the construction of n new 
light-house in E8S4 and of the Victoria Dock^ of which 
the first siuice was opened by Lady Reay in February 
iSfiii. The Mercu ether Graving Dock vva>^ subsequently 
projected and opened by the Governor in tftgi. 

With the exception posi^ibly of the year iSSg-qo, the 
commercial prosperity of the island increased year by year 
and was referred toby Lord Re ay in the folio tertns at 
the Jubilee celebrations of i Kfiy. Tlie prosperity of Bom- 
bey/' Siild His^ ExceUcncy/'is one of the nrost remarkable 
events of the Victorian reign- Its inlcrnal appearance 
is as much changed as its external conditloiu It is one 
of the most beaiitifu] tow ns of the Empirei if of the 
W'orld. Its sanitary condition is also vastly improved^ 
Fifty years ago the exports amounted to nearly 60 
millions of rupees and the imports to little more than 47^ 
In the exports amounted to more than 4li> 

miHIorisand the imports to nearly440millions. In 1SS5- 
Sfi the value of cotton exported amounted to more than 
84 millEOns of rupees, of pulse and grain to more than 
43 millions. The Municipal income has risen frona 18 to 
41 lakhs. The 1 Vince's Dock «vould do credit to any 
port in the world.The growth of the mill-industry 
during this decade was responsible for the further colo- 
nlzjition of the nonhern areas of the island : and the 
Industfinl population which flocked from the Deccan and 
Koakan found w^ork not only in the cotton-spinnjng 
factories but also tn the flour^miUs and W'orkshops which 
sprang into existence at this date* Complaints regard- 
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iiig the smoke-nuisisirtcc were for the first time hrotight 
forward m 1684 ; ihe Ml! I owners' AssocietiOTti were re- 
ported in rSSj to be about to despatch trrtvelhrtfj ajjents 
to open up new markets for Bombay piece-goods in 
Europe and Africa \ and in 1S90 a Factory Commission 
had perforce to be appointed for the regulation of female 
and child labour. A strike of fetnale operatives in tbc 
Jubilee Mill was reported hy the daily papers of '.Sgo ; a 
monster-meeting' of ml 11-hands was convened at Fare! in 
the same year to protest ngainst the clo^ln^ of factories 
for eight days in the month ; and by tS^o ihe Tardeo, 
PsireU Byculkp Nagpada and Chinchpugli sections of the 
island had expanded by ihe forward march of industrial 
enterprise into the populous dwelling-places of a huge 
immigrant labonr-populatlon. 

To one visiting Bombay after a (ong absence, the change 
ill the appearance of the city must have seemed extraordi¬ 
nary. " Bombay of to-dayremarked Sir Edwin Arnold 
In 1&B6 “ is hardly recognisable to one who knew the 
place in the time of the Mutiny and in those years 
which followed it. Augustus satd of Rome^ * I found 
it mud ; 1 leave it marble*; and the visitor to India 
after so long an absence as mine might Justly exclaim, 

* 1 left Bombay a town of w^arehouses and oUces t I 
find now a city of parks and palaces,^ " The expansion of 
the population went band in hand with the growth -ind 
ndornment of the island. .All rfie tribes of Western 
India seemed to have flocked to Bombay like the 
Adriatic tribes who sought refuge in the city of ihe 
lagoons and settled in certain definite areas according to 
traditional belief, social instincts or tribal affinities. 
The Piirsi sought the home of his ancestors in the 
Fort or Ohobi Talao ; the Yc^ and Sanyasi found a 
resting-place near the shrines of Lakshmi, Kali or the 
Clod of the Sand JVValkcshvar) ; the Goanese and Native 
Christian were ne%'er absent from Caveb the old home of 
early converts to Roman Catholicism l the Jglhai silk- 
weaver sought Madanpura ; the graio-merchunis were 
a power in .Mandvi ; the Bene-Israel owned ibtir Samuel 
street and Israel mo holla ; the dancing-girls drifted to 
KhelwadI and Hyculla^ the scarlet woman' to 
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Kam;Elfciipura; tn the Nsdt Ua^aar and Umjjrkhadi 
the Sidi? ; in Parti, Nag^pada and BvcuIIr were milh 
hand^ from the Kcmkan and labourers from the Deccan j 
man>' a Kolhvadi, from Colaha to Sioa, sheltered the 
descendants of the aboriginal fishing-tribes of Bombay ; 
the Musalman w‘as 11 powder in Mandv'i, Chakla and 
Umarkhad! ; the Arab haunted Bycnlla ; and In Gir^aum 
the Brahman had made his home. This huge popula¬ 
tion of niore than Sooiooo lived m perfect con tern ment 
under the rule of perhaps the greatest monarch the 
world has ever knowm and contributed largely to es- 
labllshing Bombay's position as the Gateway of India* 
‘^Thls great Empire’^ said Lord Reay in his 
speech of iSHj iivas never more united than it is at 
this Jubilee; but the maintenance of that unir n will 
require a continuous and united effort. It is a noble 
InheritaDcc and the utmost sagacity and wisdom will 
be required to keep it unimpaired. With God^s blessing 
vouchryifed as in the past It is possible. In an epoch 
whcTi those who arc least able to answer the question 
ask caj^m at even. reserved to the Queen- 

Empress to make of the throne the institution which 
forms the chief link between England and the Colonies 
and India, where of all our institutions it is the one most 
rev-red and loved by the mass of the people* Jnsiitu- 
tions lose vit ality or gain it, not so much by ihelr In¬ 
trinsic merits or demerits, as by the character of the 
persons w ho work them. The Queen not only leaves 
to her descendants a greai empire, but the invaluubie 
example of the meatii by which the throne can be en- 
dCHTcd to subjects among whom we count every variety 
of creed and race.”' 

tA.c.: - iE»9. The history of the last lew years has been overshadowed 

by the presence of the plague, which first appeared in i 8 q 6 
iTi a chawl near the Masjid bridge and wrought the 
greatest havoc between that date and the opening 
of the joth centurj, Yel io spite of the fact mat repealed 
epidemics have seriously diminished the poptiiation, 
have engendered emigration from the cliy in some years 
^ l£dwvi^^*‘ Rise i.'-r Bombay* ii. 5^^** For il briirr acrcum of 
Bamlmy -n W Sir E C K. OlKvniitS papers In ttif Ttmtis^c- 
udTi!i ct the ■fcfvenih Inlemationnt (l.onden, iSeO- 
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mi an iinpreced^nred ^calc^ and have on Dccaj»loii.Miffected 
var>- adversely the course of tmde> the ck> has on the 
whole prospered and has found opportunity for advanclnir 
her position in the world's eye. The threat Tansa Water- 
works and t wo well-known hospitals were opened (1393) 
by the Ntarquis of Lansdowne before the scaurg^e made 
its first appearance : the Archduke Ferdinand paid a visit 
to the city in 1803 i technical schools and orphana^e^ 
were opened and mills and factories increased in nun^bers 
before the close of the last century: while since that date 
an industrial and agricultural exhibition has (rejo^) been 
held upon the Oval ; a ^reat fancy f£te was organi:^ed 
by Lady N'orthcote in aid of the Countess of DulFcrio^s 
fund : the Prince and Princess of Wales visited the city 
in November 1905; Immense new dock works have been 
projected and corn men cedp and many another project 
testifies to the reenperative power of the city and to the 
fact that the troubles which characterized the close of 
the 19th century' hav'e inflicted no permanent harm 
upon it. 

The year JS97 may be said to have marked the xeniih 
of Bombay's misfortunes^ “It was one nf sorrow. not for 
Bombay alone, but for the whole contment; and Sir Allan 
.Arthur, speaking of the pEatiuep famine^ earthquake, cy- 
clonCt rioting:* scdllEon and frontier warfare* which had 
darkened the political and linnncial horizon, characterized 
that year as the blackest in the whole history of India. 
In one week only of that year io^dod persons fled from 
the island of Bombay ; and the condition of the city 
seetned to approximate to that of Constantinople \n the 
sixth centuty', when* according' to Procopinsp thoiisj^uidsof 
persons died within three monihs at the seat of Govern¬ 
ment. Jn occurred pkigue^riots and a strike of dock 
and railway laljonrers and cart men, which produced a 
week’s paralysis of trader The early mouths of 1S99 
were marked by a fresh exodus of inhabitants; the 
death-rntc of later months was uu^mcrtlcd by an influx 
ol famine^^.trickea aad diseased paupers, ^latter^s im¬ 
proved not at all in 1900 and 1901 i for with the 
passing of the wlnt^ft months the epidemic again 
swept ihrotigh the city and the people flLid from the 
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unseen dea.h.-^ The nidl-lndustry alsosuffcre^evcrely 

durine the clos‘«e years of the »c>ih century Tb^. >eflr 
Witnessed the wholesale night of 

fr?m the island, open bidding tor labour at 

and the shattering of the tie hitherto btuthog 
the emploj er and the employed. And no sooner Had this 
troubleVen obviated in some degree by the 
confidence of the indnstrlal population than the agents o 

:. in-u«., .,.1.0 r.c. -"-“f 

of over-prt:j£iuction+ Btfween iSgi -rt 

number of factories in the island rose 

spite of the belief that a tnll in silver 

adverse inftueoce upon the trade and m 

lhat the China market-the chiet outlet for B^hays 

ptoduciion-was being rapidly glutted ^ 

JosHon of the industry was, in the 

titorge Cotton, “ most criticnl, and by the m ^ 

vear neatly all the mills were closed for ihrw . 

ufthe sev;n and some were wholly idle, ^^e 

eenlnrv has, however, witnessed a reversion of tins order 

of tilings ; the cotton-lrade has i-hown marked sips 

of Improvement and a consIderaWe fillip to local w^vmg 

has bwn accorded by the propaganda of Native 

politicians. At the present moment 

m. grounds for despondency regarding the staple industry 

*^^F*Iom dme to time the public sentiment has been stirred 
by events of a more fleeting but more sensational charae- 
ter. In April 1891 two young I'arsi women w-ere, so 
Ininlry showed, thrown from the Rajabai Towen On 
disc very one was found to be dead and ^ ^ 

seriously injured that she died almost immediately. 1 h 
Coroner's jury returned a verdict of “guilty of mnrder. 

V Farsi, who was subsequently tried by the Sessions 
Court, was acquitted by an unanimous verdict ot a 
special jury. No further clue was ever obtamed to a 
n^stery which for some time exercised a marked effee 

''^On the ^Jih August i »93 « 'ery serious Hindu-Muham- 

„,adan riot took place._Fea^ofjm^^ 

< tjf Bcflibayp 
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pr^vabnt for a few weeks ptevloiiaty : and shcirtly after 
midday on tlie date mentioned ti lar^e conoouri^e of 
Muhatninadan.s l&s^ued from the Jama Masjlcl and with 
shouts of D/h Dtfi commenced to attack a Hindu 
temple In Hanuman lane. Within a very short lime the 
whole ofParelp Kamathtpura^ Grant roadi Chinchpu^fi, 
^fa^a^an and Tank Bandar were g^\vtn over to inobdaw% 
The tumult was enormous. Not only did the Mu caimans 
attack all Hindus they met ; but the latter retaliated and 
both sides rounded on tlse police. Sticks and stones 
were the only w'eaporis employed by the rioters but they 
were used in many instances with murderous effect. 
x\bout 4 p. m,* two companies of the Marine BatuHon 
arrived in the city ttl the demand of the Police Com¬ 
missioner! and they ivere fotlo^ived by the rest of the 
corpSj by the 5.tb Native Infantry, by the European 
Regiment^ a battery of Artillery and the Bombay LlgHt 
Horse. The troops were posted in different parts of the 
disturbed area ; but hghting stIU continuedp and a 
detachment of the Native Infantry was so furiously 
attacked near the Sulliman chauki in Grant Rond that 
It was forced to fire on the mob. Little care was 
taken by the Muhammadans to limit their aim to the 
enemies of the Faiths and passing tram-cars and coii“ 
veyances were freefy pelted irrespective of the race of 
the passengers. The Crowds* r&gitig from street to 
Ntrectj desecrated Hindu templeSi broke the idoisp and 
Inflicted savage assaults on the Hindu population j the 
** chilli-chors " or bulEock-reckla drivers j^tormed ibe 
Hindu quarter of Kumbharwnda* and the JulhaU attack^ 
ed the Pardeshi milk-sellers and set fire to the biiffalo* 
sublcs in Agripada^ The rioting and looting continued 
on the 12th In all parts of the chy, and casual assaults 
and murders took place also on the t3th August; but 
from the evening of that day tranquillity gradualJy 
supervened* The damage done to temples and mosques 
amounted to three-quarters of a lakh* eiiclusive of the 
value of property stolen^ and eighty persons died as a 
result of injuries received during the riotliigp About 
1500 arrests were made by the police* One feature of 
the disturbance^ w^hich might have had a serious effect 
1-13 
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upon tbc c\ty\^ mcai-j^iipply. the refusal of liie 

Bandora butchers to slaughter nny animals | but this 
danger was obviated by tho prompt action of Mr* Douglas 
Bennett, Superintendent of ibe municipal markets* The 
main cause of the outbfoak was the infection spread bj 
riot^ which bad broken out in otiicr parts of India, 
particularly those at Prabhas Patau, and an uneasy 
feeling amongst Muhammadans that the followcr^j of the 
Prophet were suffering at the hands of the Hindu popu- 
tation. An impression that their rdtgton needed special 
protection and that the European .system of administra¬ 
tion tended to increase the influence of the Hindus at 
their expense seems to have been Ih* predisposing cause 
of one of the worst outbreaks of violence ever known in 
Bombay* 

The year 1S9S witnessed another surlous riotf which 
occurred on the ^th March and resulted from a sudden 
out break of hostility agaitsst the measures adopted by 
Go%'cmmcnt for the suppression of plague iimong one of 
the inoist ignorant and fanatical sections ot the *Nlusal- 
man community. The trouble commenced with an at- 
tempE on the part of a ptagiie-search party to remove a 
sufferer from the bouse of a Julhat tn Ripon cross road- 
The Julhai community thereupon turned out armed with 
sticks and commenced to attack a body of police which 
had been seol to keep order and protect the authorities. 
The order to fire was given by a Presidency Magistrate 
(Mr. Dastur), who had himself received a blow from a 
stone* and this had the effect of dispersing the Julhai 
population for the time beings hut within a short space 
of time the upronr spread to Bellasis* Duiicani Hahuia 
Tank> Grant, Farel, Falkland and Foras roxtds, where 
many Hindus were celebrating the last tlay of the HoU 
festival by idling and drinking. Attempts were made to 
set hre to plague'HospUalSp two liuropean soldiers were 
murdered in Grant road, the gallows-sereeu near the 
jftil was burned doivn and a serious attack was made 
upon the fire-brigade station at Babuta Tank road. On 
this occasion also the Muhammadan butchers struck 
work and were only persuaded to cootiime on duty by 
the action of Mr* Bennett* who journeyed to the 
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slaug-hter-haMSCis with n small af m^n from the 

native infantry and tauj^ht ihi;!: refractory a isonnd lesion» 
Another feat tire of the disturbance was the attack by the 
mob of isolated Europeans, ^everaJ of u^hom w^ere pro^ 
tected in the pluckiest manner by Muhaitimadan and 
other Natives of the lower classes. The Davalk military 
and volunteer forces were fortunateJy caUed out on the 
first si^n of disorder and by the lotb March peace was 
restored. The casualties resuJtin^ from the riodn^f were 
19killed and 43 rvouodedi while 24^ persons were arrest¬ 
ed, of w'hoin 303 were couvktcd and sentenced to various 
terms of imprisonment. 

The nig^ht of the 23rd March 1904 (the fifth day of the 
Muharram) marked the ontbreak of a serious riot bc' 
tween the Sunni iMuhaxninadaiis of the city and the 
Shift(Bohras). Casual fighting' between the Bohra.s 
and their antagonists occurred up to the 37th March (the 
and the authorities were forced to cancel 
the licence for the procession from Rangari moholk. 
the inhabitants of which had engineered several assaults 
upon the Bohra populaLion. This engendered a sullen 
disposition among the Sunnis, which culminated in a re¬ 
fusal to take out their /siw/j for immersion and in attacks 
upon the police and the public. A panic commenced to 
itianifcst itself among the Bohrtis at the same time, and 
the F^olice Commissioner thereupon decided to call out 
military aid. By the 1st April the dis^turbances quieted 
down, ;md the troops^ consisting of the niea of the 
Cheshire Rcgimeat* the Royal Artillery^ the Railway 
Volunteers^ the Light Horse and H. E. the Governor^ 
Body-Guard, were gradually ivitbdriiwn. The number 
of persons injured was 34* 

Once again at the Muharram of 1908 the latent 
antagonism between the Sunni and Shia Muhammadans 
flamed forth. On the morning of the 13th February' u 
fracas took place between a Shia tabut-processiod com¬ 
posed of Julbnls, Mughals, Khojas and a few Bohrus and 
some Sunni MuhammadAns congregated in a mosque m 
Irftikland road. The m^ws of the encoujiter quickie 
spread and resulted in a general refusal of the Sunni 
Musaimans to take out their in procession. This 
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in turn lot ^oo-se several thousands of low^class Muham¬ 
madans Tvbo uifuaUy accompany the proce^^Jion ; and they 
proceeded to sow the seeds of disorder in various paft -4 
of the bazaar. Spasmodic attacks tt-cre made upon the 
Shi as until the later pari of the afternoon when serious 
rioting took place in Parcl road and the police were 
forced to fire upon the mob* This practically put an end 
to the disorder: but the military were called out in the 
evening and remained posted in various parts of the 
disturbed area until the following: day. ' 

Meanwhile in spite of repeated visitations of plajEfue^ 
spasmodic oulbnrsts against law and order and occasions 
of commercial depression the city has increased in extent 
and wealth. The City tinprovemeut Trust, which was 
founded by Lord Saudhurst in tS^S^ has done a great 
deal towards the improvement und rebuilding of Insani¬ 
tary areas like Nagpada and is at the present date (i^oj) 
engaged in the prosecution of schemes w'hich will uot only 
open up the most crowded parts of the city but w’lllalsu 
render fit for occupation and developmcni; the large arci 4 
of low-lying agricultural land which Extends from Parel to 
Sion on the east of the Island. The Port Tnist is at work 
upon nciv docks and wharves which will ver>^ greatI) 
alter the character of the eastern side of the lsland> 
rendering the port far more capable of dealing wdth n 
foreign trade that shows every sign of expansion. Ihe 
Municipality in its (urn Is interesting Itself in schemes 
designed to meet the w^ant-s of a population which has 
rapidly Increased since 19^* w’hLch is likely to increase 
even more rapidly as the building-area is extended and 
the projects of the other urban bodies are brought to 
completion : and the Government of Bombay on their side 
are discussing the various alter^ktlons in the face of the 
island necessitated by the increase of popuhitionp the 
growth of trade and industries and the existing lack of 
space aud communications wnthin the occupied area* 
The city' and Island is unquestionably now entering 

^ The ardctJy courte of evenls wAs dlAlurbrd in July 
10084 when the min-h4nds cf the induulrrsil qunner rioted in •COO'. 

With the OrfEal and fonvictioil for ^edition of Bal 
Gimgadhar TUaIEk 
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Upon an era of great changei ccodomical and social; new 
ideas, new warit.^ are being voiced i and ia all pro¬ 
bability k will not be many years before old landmarks 
ivhich date back to the time when Bombay was but a 
thriving toivn, wlH have been swallowed up for ever in the 
countless thoroughfares of a huge city boasting of all 
the most modern improvomenls that the wit of man has 
devised. The spirit of Aungier still watches over the 
island I and his famous words The city which by God's 
help is intended to be hulk still serv'e as a gutding 
motto to those in whose care Providence has placed one 
of the finest possessions of a world-wide Empire. 
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appendix h 

Qoverfi&rs of Bom bay» 


^Tiimc. 


Sif Abra-lmni ShipnftJirt 


Humphriiy Coolw' 


A,niimfd 

of 




Sir Gervia^' Lwcft.’» 
CVr^ifdif* /^rnTy Garji^ 
Sir Groriii? Oxcndwi 
Ger^^ AunffifiT 
ThEsmaa Roll 
Sif JoJiTT Chil<i» Baft, 


BarLholaoiew Horrln 
Damifl 

Sir John Gaytr 

Sir Nkhol*^ Waifr 
^Vltlifiin AiaiaW*' 
Sfg^h^ SfrHff 
Charles Boon*’ 


WilliBoi phtppN 
Robert Cowan 

John Home 
Stephen Law 
John 

William Wake — 

Rkchard Boal^hier 


3 Hov., 

a:jSepu, k^ 

- . 14 July, 

June, 1^7 
37 Oct^i iwii 


4 Feb^, i^Q 
JO /bjM 

17 Slay, 

1704 
SopUn 1708 
Jf Or#., 
j 6 Deo,, 17*5 


^ Jan., 173 J 
10 Jan. 17 ^ 3 ^ 

33 SepUt 1734 
7 April, i7j^ 
35 £^41 

^Hov.f 1743 
17 Nov., 1750 


Appointed * General and Gov¬ 
ernor' ea 19 March, itlfiJi bat 
was prcvfsnfed from landm^^ in 
BombRy by the Fortuifaose, a ad 
died on Iho ii^land of AnffcdlVA 
in October, rfiiLf, 

Secretary to Sir Ahrahani 
Sbipoian, jiiacceedad him in cam- 
lURod, and came to Bombay a* 
Governor in Febmary. l6d|r H e 
remained in power liti 3 Nov 
ember, 1^66. 

Died ar May, 1687 - 
Q^fiaHng^- 

Died.lnSaral, t4 July* l 6 h 9 « 
Died in Surat, jo June, 1077. 

Governor and Genomh wilh 
I hii head-quartert* in Bombay 
I whither he moved from Sural on 
I the 3nd May, 1687 and where be 
died on the 4lh February* tb9U» 
KeilTWin ruled Bombay in the 
tGni^’H name from ibo *7tb Do- 
Ecmber t 693 In the Itjlh Nov¬ 
ember 1684, (See pages 77^* 
of the His tory Chapter*) 

Died in Sural, in May, 1694* 

Bombay GoveraOra (1694-^ 
171^)1 held Ihe title of General. 


Offleia iing* 

On It Ma'n:h, 1715^ the Court of 
Direeforrt reaoSved to appoint a 
Fretident for Bomb^, and on 
the ifitb idem Mr* Boono wa* 
nominated t& that pOat. {FrO- 
aidrnl and Governor of Bom¬ 
bay)* 

piimissed the service of Gov* 
ernment. 

































IIISTQKV 


m 


Kmtue^ 


pf . 


Ili^marhiu. 


I Chnrl^ CrdmTnella 
} ThQiai 4 Lii Hc»dgc 4 

RAW^n H[irt Bdddnm ■Hk# 


W¥* 

MAjor^Gcneral Willimin 
Medc^fra^ 

ColoT^frl Rebcfi Ah^r* 
crt-mbi'. ^ 


Difi 

jj 0 ^m 4 -P+ ri-f I- 

J^nAlhAEi Oaneun ... 
Gepr^f MM 

Sir ^v.'ui Nep«A,t?» BnrI.. 
Thr MOf>« M^l||n1nl1lSlft 
£lphiriktcn«. 
aiior-Ci taI S^r Jc?hn 
MalcDlrn^ Ct. C- B. 
Livui.^Gencrjil Sir Tfao 
ttiA^ Sidn«j Beckwith^ 

!fL C. B. 

ypAfl BPmrr 
Tho Emrl of ClAn-! 

Sir Robert GrAe»t, 

G. C. H. 

ydj^rr ^orifh «« 

Sir J. Riv«t|-CArriA'Ert 

Bafu 

Sir WiltiAm Ha^f 
tidirhionf fkirt* 


Gnr^ Amirr^ 

Ssr OiE>i^rR:e Arthur, BArt., 
K, C. H. 

/^thri p/ 

Gcorjre Ku!!itelE Clerk 
Viieokinl FatldAT^d 
Lord ElphEnniofiOt G. C* 
Hp, P.C- 


Feb. . I7t>0 
i 7 ^ 7^7 
j6 l-ob*, 1771 
l Jao.» 1784 


36 Sept- J7tf» 
jl Jaa. 1790 


A'ij'r'., iTig^r 
^ l 7 Ct 5 

It 0=e t JT 9 S 
// -dnrjT.p iSif 
13 iBir 

r j8e9 

* Nov.* ifl^T 

1 Dee. I i6jd 


il M Arch+1031 
17 

ft jidy /S^ 

ji Umx. iHjg. 


jS ApriJ, iF 4 r 
9 Jane* 1843 

^3 J»n. I 11 * 47 . 

I Mavi i8#8 
jfi Dee,p 1853 


I Dj« 4 i aj Februrtiryi 1771. 

I Appobkied j Seplembef, 1784. 

I under the Am J4 CiCia. lU-i 
Cap+ t5. Governor of BombA^.. 

limed chAfi^e on ihe 6 
Jnnunry ^785. > 

Alfo ComERAuder-in^Cbiel. 

AIho Cocnrnfkn4er-i a-OiLef. 
Fn>recded to hrodni't on duly 
in Au|riL 5 t, 1793 rtfld theni^e; 
joined the Coaneil of the Go^] 
vernor Generi^ aa CommAridcr- 
ia Chief in tfidiA on tile 3S Oc- ' 
tober^ iTOJ* 

j 

ti AiignAt, 1811. 


Al^o Cotnjttander-in-Cblefp 

Diedg, 15 JeiiuiLry, iSji. 
O^rmHag. 

Died* 9 July 


Wai Appoinicd tfover^or of 
BombAy ^ the Honourebte thrj 
Court of DireelorAi OH the 4I 
Auffijsl, i§4i, butk before he 
could lAko chAf^cn of hift Ap¬ 
pointment* ho WAA AmA^iioAied 
m CAhul on the rj December 
iSMtp 
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AflBtnnJnf -ekniV? 
cffioCL 

Rrwirk^ 

Sir Georj?« ItuwltCkrk, 
K. C. R. 

Sit Henry B&rlte Ed¬ 
ward Frcrtp K. Ci 6. 
Tb« Rtght H<in« WiUiaai 
Robert fieymeur Vetey 
FitzGeratd, 

Slf PbiUp EdntOfidWodtf- 

bousci C* B- 

Sir Ricb4U'd Temple,Bart 
K. C. S. I. 

II May, l9Go ; 

24 April, 1:86(3 

£ x^larcli^ 1867 

May, 1872 1 

30AprilpiS77 ‘ 

fSecofld timejp 

4- 

1 

i 

i 

Ltmntl ^ xAAurjwr, 

C. S* L 

The Riifhi Hfln. Sir 
June« Kertfuswn, 

Ban., K, C. M. G. 

Br^thwnii i¥j7e, 
C- S, 1, 

Lord Rcay 

Lord HaiTi» 

/J March t 

38 Aprkl| 1B80 

^9 March, 1885 
ij April, t&jo 

Acf ing^ Governor* 

0ert>eri MUU 

C. S, 1- 

Lord Sand burnt»«+ «>■ 

Lord Northeoie, C- B 

16 

eS Feb.^ l%5 

17 Feb.^ rpoo 

Ariin^ GeVirMor. 

Sir Jam£i J/m/roMp 

C. S ]. 

Lord Laming on 

G-, G.CpLE. 

S 5r/fii rpoy 

ta Def!^, 1901 

Aciins^ Go^vr/tor. 

JFjV/ww pm Muir^ 
C-S.I. 

Sir Oeoree Sydenham 
Clarke, G.C.M.G.. 

G*CJ.Ep 

xS/afjt, rpo7 

zBOct., 1^ 

Ariitis^ Governor^ A^ C- ^ /- 

((909^) 
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APPENDIX II. 


Members of the BombHy Couiici] since 

( Kxrefihrij^ C^mntundvts-tn^CM^/]* 


1784. 


Na^e-. 


AMigmtd nrr 

of OfflcF.' 

Robert ±Spark$^ +,. 


6 Jan.^ 17K5 
ad ^tiirch+iyS^ 

Riohard Cburch,,, 

i-ki 

: Andrew RAm»ay 

mmm 

9 April* 1787 

John Beaumijnl 


9jnn , 1768 

David Carnegie ^n. 

M*w 

16 Feb.p lyhd 

ti eprge C rceii 

*W# 

bSept.t 1788 

George Pick 


j6 Fcb.^ 1790 

Daniell Grokatt 


18 Xoi’.p l7gT 

1 William LeWi5 

W + m 

17 Feb., J79I 

DAnijc:l Scion 

V Ah 

IS Jan , 1795 

John Griffith ». 

- 

9 Nov ,1795 

William Whitehill 


irg Feb.| i79Ei 

John Spencer „* 

+ 1 

jl lrlarch,[79 

Sir Cl W« hloJet, Bari 


9 April, 1797 

WlEliiim Page ,+, 

1 


9 April, 1797 

9 Jan., 179S 

{ JamcA Rivi-tt 

...j 

May, 17^ 

John H. Chirry.** 


lb ApdE, i8oa 

' Tbomai Leehmerc 

a^ + 

J7July, i8ot 

13 Nov.p 180J 

George Parry 

**+ 

Robert Hoirord ... 

Whi 

Id Dec.* 1803 

Lewia Corkran ^i^ 

-H-b 

iBSepv, i£o 4 
lo July, 1808 

Robert Rickard?^ 

1 

George Brown ... 


t^July, t8it 

John ElphinftEcTie 


Jolyi t0if 

Alexander Beh 

■Hi 

14 Oct, 1S13 

7 Sept f1S17 

G+ L. PeadergBxE 


la Pel,, 1817 

Frafjc« Ward an 

... 

II Jai\,p 1819 

29 Jan.p iSaj 

Henry Shank ,** 

■-A 

13 Ocl., iSat 

Richard T- Goodwin 


S July* 18 J3 

Jaeae^ Jp Sparrow 

mm* 

aj Nov., i 3 as 
.| jtfne, 182B 
9Ju|y,lEjH 

[johnRemer 

■« 


RciMrkb 


R£ 4 tj;ncdp B jjiaasiryt i 

F^ibrwaj-j?, 1787. 

A^Lcd fts Qov^raaTi. ^ Jnnoai^ 
to 6 Sc^rmbcr, i 7!^. 

Di^d, i7Si» 

K«^if;ncclK 17 FcbfTiiiry, 17^ 
PIrdr Fcbruiry, ^7^^ 

Acted Ciaveraar from a.6 

N^JVcmbtr, 179a. 'Removed 
from COBflcU, 17^5. 

Rrmoved fi^am CoufUxI^ j8 
April, IJ 9 S. 

RewKned, is J*a«i«Tt 'JgS. 

19 Janunr^p 179&. 

Aiirliid 0.1 Governor H 9 Noi^flmtKr 

to 2j P^iremb^r, 1795- 

HcBifrnQdpt9 Janiiary, 179&. 

NafGhp i797i 
kc^iigfifidT 3 * ^At 4 :hi 179T- 
R^Mij^n^p 9 January, 17^^ 
RcM^ocd. jj Mayi 1797, 
Rc!>ig:n«d, at Decomher^ sSol- 
Dicd, 17 July^ j8aj. 

Dii!dr 7 Juiic, 1803# 

RcalgTied, July* j€lI. 

Re»PB 7 ini^ to Dc«nibef+ iftoj. 
R^igtbrd. iS StipErmbtiFip *8*4, 
RpailC'iied^ Febnuiryt tBo^, 
Re»gned» tj 1B11 . 

Acted nt Gei^eriHirp it AuguM 
ibi 1 la la Augnqi^ ibit. 
Resigned^ 7 Seplcntber, 1817, 
Re^ilpud, ii9lic^k«fibeTf 1817. 

R«-ftlgil€^d, 34 Febraar^', i8l£. 
Period af office expired^ T 
Septcmbci-t 182 a- 
ReNigitrd, 8 July^ tftij, 

Rewigned, 9 0inDber, 1819, 
Retired front Coun^i, Jiua*+ iflst*, 
Rciiifncdp J7 Navrmber, i8aj. 
iVriod of office ex|dred^ B = 
July t8s8* [ 

Retigned+ j Mavi *826, [ 

Died, a October^ 1829. 

Aclrd Kf aavemorp 17 JanUAry 
toAl ^ar^eh.lS^i. Kekigflcd, 
January, iSjt. 
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AwHTnwJ duilVC 


WIIHah^ Ncwntuim h*. » Ocl ■ iSag 

James SjtHi^rlPLqd ... t 


, Edwnrd 
I jnmc^ Fafiwh 

GflCH^iS VV". AfidcraOn 

I 

. John A^. Dijnlnp ... 
Jnmci IL GrawTord 

LcHtech J^- Kcid... 

John F. Wmoii^hby 


*«. gOc^., i8j4 

I iSjt 

July. iS^ 

H« April^ rtf4[ 

I Harcbii^ 

f 

aS April, 1^46 


Unvjd Ai. BlAnt — 


I March ^184^ 


. Alexander Bell ei-k 
i John Warden 
James C» L^cnsdcfi 
! Arthqf MaLc I ^ 


I iS ApriU 1S51 
o JcL'lyi' -*^53 
n.. ah Feb^H idi|4 
i + df 7 A{]d 3 , i&jjs 


' Henry \V, KecTc^ .p^. 15 Aag:., i%j 
j William E- Frero ... 7 Aprili |6^ 

Ijoralh.ip P, Inrcrarityp. i| Marchtft^J 
B^arrow H, Ellis**, ij April, 

• ClBudiu’i J* Eri^ine ^ir OcU> 1S65 
I Samuel M an^S eld hCf^. L 14 May, 1867 

Henry P» St+ C. Tiackerp 7 April i iSfig 

Aieiander Rcj^erih ifi jEine*. 1S7J 

James Glbbv «, 7 Aprllp 1874 

Lionel R. .Ashbunrnm; J8 jiinei, 1877 

C.S.I. 

: 1 Au^., 1877 


Edward W, Rai'isftscroflp 1^ Aprilp 1S79 

c s. r>- 

Jftmcis B* PeUep eSpI, _ Dee.p 1881 


R^markp. 


Period ef office expired | 8; 

Oeiobcr* 18^4. j 

Period of eHice expired^ s ! 
March, 

Eipftigfved, Janwarys 1838. 

AeJed as Goveriicirp ft July, 
iSjS to jl SUy, j8^g, Be- 
ai^ned, March 1841. 

Acted ai Governor, jB ApriL j 
i^i Id 9 Juaft 184*. Be - : 
■i^ruDd, Febraaryi 1844. j 

Resigned,^! May. 1839 . 

Period of cilice rxplred, 

Apri], 1^6. 

Acicd na Govemcr, & AMgusip ■ 
*a4b TO 3J Jana ary, 1H47 I 
Period of office expired^ t ! 
March, 1849. [ 

Period of office expired, j8 
April, 1851, 

FerLod of office expired iS 
Febriiaiyp 1854. 
lietlred, 49 June, iS53^ 

LefI India, 48 SepLember» {854* 
Resigrtrdp Auf:u:it, 1857. 

Period of office expired p 7 
April, i860, 

ReKhgncd, 1^ Btarchp 1861- ' 

Period of office expired, 7 

Aprils 1S63, 

ItesLgned, 14 March p iSfiji 
Be rn me Member of Supreme 
Coundli 14 May, 1669^ 
Resigned, 14 Ma>\ 1867. 

Period of office expired, 13 

May, 11874. 

Period of office expired, 7 

April, 1874. 

Period of office expired, 4(1 
i Jane, 1877. 

Period of office expired ^ 7 

ApriL I ^79- 

Temporary. 

ConliTm ed. Acted as G 0 vernof* 
13 March |o Ji8 April, rSfio. 
Resigned the Seryiee, 33 
Decoraberp 1882. 

R caVgn fd the sen-ice« 
March, 1E&4. 

Acted a» Ooveroorp 37 lo 30 
March, 1885. Became lempo- 
nry member of Su preiAe Coutt:' 
eit, 9 April p 1887. 
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SAiTta.'. 

|Ai«i.iffl.<d fliarffe 
ef ofllf r. 

Maaweti Moll ill 

Jame!i Rh Richey, C^S.l, 

S Airnl, 1884 
ay Oct, iB 84 
t$ Augr., 1^7 

Raymond Welt — 

John C. Moore i... 

13 Nov. 1887 

19 ^lnrch,i%o 

Charles Prilrhard, 

C.S.L 

9 Nov.p tEgc 

Herbert M* B 1 fdwood.« 

34 Aprilp 189J 

ArlharC-Trevor 

|6 Nov,* t :^3 

J. K, Spenct! — «. 

J. N'u^ent «%. «%i 

35 Aprijp 7896 
Te July^ 1S96 

Sir K- Q* K., Ottlvanlp 

KX.l.E. 

H* E. M. James, C.S;L 

34 Aprrh iSgy 

39 July, 1898 

J. Mooteaih, ChShL 

6 Auff i 19PO 

E, MeG.H. Fultoa -.4 

Sir J, W. P4 Muir-4T.IaC' 
kenrio KX.S-E* 

4i| Aprils ipoa 
6Au|f.t 1905 

&r S4 W. EdKerlcy, 
KX.V.O.i CJJE. 

at April, 1907 

W, T.MoriiiOn 4.. 

J. L. Jtalclm, CJ&.L ^ 4 i 

a8 July, 1907 
i 1 N0V4 lODj 

1 


l%i:rna.rkx. 


Died g AukiiM, iSB^- 
TttnjKifftry, 

Confirincd. 

Msieclip 1890- 

Apri 3 p iSgi- 

TerapOiary to P^OY«nlb«r, 
<S^- 

Bcizanic of Govutnor- 

Genirrftli'i CouBcit^ 5 DrEftw* 
Iwr* ifiqi, 

Acled ahi Ga^fff-iior, 17 Febru- 
Itry* tSg5- Ttriod of ofMi- 
i^xpircd, Aprils 
Rcciime llombcr of Goiot'nOr- 
Getumr^ Coaodt, J 
1896- 

Tei3^poEmr^ to il JoJVi 

And trmpomn', ij'Apiil, iBqj 

lo ^4 ApriL 18916^ Died 5 
Aia^»!, 1900. 

Rctirodp H April. i^OJ- 

Tufispor^ry to 31 January,. 
i8^t and ag:ain front a,l 
April le I Jill OclobEf I 18^ 
Aotcdl its Got’OmOr, 5 Siptfior 

bor, 1903 to li Dreomber, 
Hetirod, 6 AugpaSp 

RoLirc?d, JJ April, ioo 7 ; 

And leinpOriiryi ^ S^pletflOOr 
Id fa |>iFCo™iwr+ 190J. Act¬ 
ed GovemOr, July, 

1907 lo iS October, 1907- 
And lemporitiT# »S October* 
1904 to 7 Aps^t, 
tired, t 6 1909- 

Tempomry. 

Temporary', CopfirtKed* 4 
Sifarehf >9^ 
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JudiciikJ 

Sjfwteoi 


JUSTJCli AND PROTECTION, 

Nd cjUe uriii no law-cOiirlE appear to have e^iiited irt 
Bombay’ during the period of Portuffuese supremacy. 
Men Eon is made at the time of the cession of the isLond of 
a judge-ordinary'^ an attorney, a mayor and a magistrate i 
but these were probably officials from Ba-'%sein^ and 
whatever causes aro^e in Bombay were doubdeas heard at 
Bassein, where there Was a Reln^^o or Supreme Court of 
Judicature. 

A certain vogue legislative ai^d judidrd authority was 
granted to the East India Cotnpany by the Charter of 
1600; and this was followed by a somewhat more explicil; 
grant from Charles I t who ceded Bombay to the Company 
In full sovereignty, w»iih powder to make laws and to ad* * 
minister justice according to the laws of England A It 
empowered the Company to establish under their common 
seal **any laws whatever for the good govemment of 
Bombay and the Inhabilaats thereof and the srune to 
revoke as they think fit."* Up to the time when 
Charles It ceded Bombay to the CompaLny, no attempt to 
introduce a judicial system bad been made ; for the Cam- 
mlssioners appointed to receive the island from the Crown 
represetitarives reported to ihe council at Surat that a 
judge-advocate was necessary • * for deciding the causes of 
meum and luum among these Litigious people^ who arc 
more pertkiikr than the French themselves* but are over¬ 
ruled by the civil law for the declaring of which such a 
person is indispcn-sably necessary," » 

The first systematic attempt to introduce courts of laiv 
vma made by Gerald Aungier on bis first arrival in Bombay 

i Bdmbay Giuetti!4f ^tMlcruUf. Paxl Ith tj, Aftbcr p. Mf. 

■ RaynJ C turtCr of J7, 

• CoEnmi»»imier^ to Snmt, October 166S. 
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in 1669^70/ After irivestigatin|: the charges agnln^rt 
Captain Youngs the Deputy^dvcrnor^ of tyranny, irnel!- 
gion and drunkenness^ Aungier published in 1GS9 the 
Company's regulations for the civil nnd military ssdminis- 
tratiou of ihe island and farmed two courts of judicature^ 
the inferior cotirl consisting of a civil oFFicer of the Com* 
puny assisted by native ollicers who Were to take cogni- 
zanod of sdl disputes under 50o xomphin^, and the superior 
court composed of the Deputy Governor in Council, who 
took cognixanec of all civil and crlmLnal cases with the 
title of Judge of the Courtsi of J udicature.^ Tl^e hitter also 
served as a court of appeal and was empowered to re¬ 
ceive, try and decide all actions treasonable, felonious^ 
capital or crimmal which in any way related to the pubhc 
gu%'ertimcni and civil pohty of the island and the Company's 
Interest and estate thereon as well as all suit±z and actions 
between persons for laads^ goods and sums of money 
above the value of ioo xcrapblns. Agreeably to the 
English law' all trials before Ihe superior court were Heard 
before a JtJry'* except in matters of the gravext kind no 
appeal lay from it to nny higher tribunal. The inferior 
court appears to have been separated into two benches. 
one of which met in the Custom House (near the present 
Town-Barracks) every Friday at S a,m. and the odier met 
in the MnHim Custom House every Wednesday at the 
same hour. Each bench ivas presided over by the customs* 
officer of the Companyp-ivith five native justices a-s: assts* 
HOrs/ Small fees w^erc levied by these courts ; a code of 
laws for their guidance wn^ published in Pnrtuguese and 

I Hamilton writcst " He (Awngier) hroLialjl Ihe face of jH^tice lu 
be unveiled eEid erected a roneta! courl where plcaa were brought 
itt and dcbiited^^" 

’ The Sural Ceeticili wriljiig to Ihc Coart cf Dirvctora un jolh 
March^ 167a, s-peak of tnws being puhlriched for civil and miUlory 
Covernni ent» and * ^ wc gsve 1 he people a Ift^ 1 e of yoar justice by 
the trlaJ of Hct-eral cases to iheir great AalisfaeliQni"^ They !<peak 
aho of ihc pLppoinlment of two euurti of judical ure« ihe lower 
ce*i«litl:ng of Aome of the country Juaticea, ** W'iih «'hOm One of your 
cuAlomm alw^ayft to preside ' smd taking eogftiune* ef bU 
caac 4 under Xa. ko, with an appeal loan upper eoarU ThoAe 
courts sat on fixed days once a week and oflrner in efterg^ncy. 

' Sombay f^ielleer ^ateriaU^ Pari 111^ 

^ KdwiLtd^%^ Riie of Bombay^ p. UL The native |Uiiice 4 ^ Up- 
p+>intmenla were honora¥y+ 




RL^SJIUV 1-JTV CAZKTT^EH, 


idh 


Kan;ireiie ^ ; and ^^Perbes " (Pmbhu clerkis) vverte 4ippointe<l 
to conduct thfir cTerical work^ The island was divided 

into two distinct precincts^ one CdmprehendJng Bombay, 
Mazagaoriinnd Girgacn, and the other Mnhjin, Parel, Sion, 
Vnrli and the Puckerys [psikhadis) therannto belong'in^/* 
and to each parish was appointed ^ constable who for an 
ensign of his ofiice shall carry a staJi^ tipped with silver and 
the Company s arms tEiereupon engraved, and shall attend 
the courts as necessity requires*^ Jn 1670 a court for 
the administration of martial huv was formed hy Aiingier, 
consjstiiig of the Deputy Governor and three military 
officers, and to this court Fryer doubtless referred in 1675 
in the words ^*The government here (Bombay} now is 
Knglishi The ^soldiers have martial law, the freemen 
common, the chief arbhnitor xvhereof is the prc:sident with 
his consul at Surat ; under him is a justiciary and court of 
pleas with u commitlec for regulating affairs and pre* 
j-enling all complaints.” J It was further decided that uH 
brnglishmen accused of grave offences should be deported 
to England for trials « and that disputes betw^^en English 
and Portuguese should be decided by a jury', h^lf English 
and hidf Portuguese. 

Among other appointments contemplaied by Aungier 
were those of Procurator-General, Public Notary^ Sheriff 
or Chief Constable, and of a saJaried Judge.» The first 
threu appointments wem not created ; while as rogaMs the 
fourth the Court of Directors declined to engage a Judge 
versed in civil law, being apprehensive that such a persoa 
might be disposed to promote litigation and probably 


Rise of Bombay, p. nu Al tbii date all proceed, 
oig* rf lhc lowpr COortii. were EOnducte^l in iKc PonoKBcie locmie. 

rr«la Seleetjoni* Home SGTlra, ], 

t Edwaifdti' Rise of Bombuy, p. i u. The offiec «t lIp,Mi)rm 
the JudK^ Wh» only reccfUly aboliabc^, ^ 

• al^ Bnace 11, 3^3* 

\ “ V lill ifrSS. "hen the DlreelOfs 

t)r>l«r«d l:.b|;li«ih mii»disni«ananti) to be Irird ia Todl*. 

* E-brre*tVSctetttons, Hi*m« Scries I,, je. The pnumal for 

a jiidpe wss itMje ,n ««701 Ihe propossi for the otb^ K/ffi" 
■tials wss msde tn fifa,. ^ mUoracy- 

nt^awwhb IbOh^ «fler ihe C^tniuny-a rcvei.ots i,„c| 

the eelimi snil nghts of Covemnmtl before I be Lew. 
HealsoBelcd o* preventive officer .nd u llorekee«r I□ the 

jfktniicine * 
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mi|:ht not ntrey the ordiita wliicli the Prea^ldent and Council 
miffht find k for the interest of the company to him/" 
They undertookp however, to isnd ^:ome person^ who 
had received education in the law as civil servants withoul 
niEiking' the practice of the law their only object, imd if 
they deserved well they iiiig:ht be appi^aled to as assistants 
to the courts of justice/^ ^ By iSja howevefi the need of a 
Judge had become so pressing that Aungier appointed one 
George WHIcosc to the office on the 8lh August in that 
ycar^ and gave orders for the final supersession of Portu¬ 
guese custom by the HngJish law,- The Judgep whose 
salary was fixed at ;^j2o u year* * was kept fully employed i 
for in addition to civil and criniinal work, he-wn^i in charge 
of the register of probate of wills and invenlories of 
dead men^s estates/' Aided by two justices, he held bis 
court in a room near the Fort, two days a week being 
allotted to civil w^otk, and one day a month for the hear¬ 
ing of cdininal cases.^ AAer the death of Willcox in 1674 
the question of appointing a fulJ-tinie judga was again dis* 
cussed hy the Court of Directors^ wh<^ finally decided in 
1675 t h at the appointment was necessaryp Accord i ngly, M r* 
Thomas Niccolk W41.S chosen lo fill the post on a ssdary ot 
^^icoayear, payable quarterly* together with allowances 
of ** a horse or paljinquin, a somSrera or sunshade hoy 
and one new gown a year/' ^ To guide him at the outset 
of his duties, theCouficJ] at Surat despatched the following 
instructions to Hombay on the StH Februaiy, 167(1:— 

* Bruce tl- jjQ- 

* BeisbAy Cuuncil l^ Suml^ lilh Jaly, The Direr Eon setit 

oat theStsLiitis Book and other law booki in Dercmber 167and 
with the help of Ehen*, WdlCQK fmtQed a rough code uf civil pro- 
uedurc'—tl^Uire^l's beLeclieca l„ 64)1 WilEcox died of fever ott ^li 
AuguAit n)'74, much lamenletl. ll is dottblful whether Portuguese 
Law wai ever really rCiCOgaked niter I ho Cewion (nei? Sir E. Perry V 
Judj^ment in ihe Advocate-Cea^rAl Piu Richmond. Perry'a Onealul 
COftVa, p. 575.) 

" Aun^ier's Repofta of 15th Decemhor and 20th Auguvt 

1674- aiiJimry i.-u 4 m were Ktill deaJl with separately ; for when 
Shakton bended a IheEiny cf tlae troops^in 1674, ha Koa Icaprached 
beforoa M^leet court cf judicature" by Captiiin Langford 
Anderson described u a pampoua ntEerheyi He and other mulL 
nCera Were Lried by martial law. 

* Edwordct' Riso of Boinhny- His title w»^ Jud^e and Keeper 

of the C<paipany''4 Register^Bombay leEEerof ajml Jnnamy, 1677), 
He wnt sIm appoputed 4th in CugnCih 
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wc: desire that justice may be donf^r ^ ^ve would have you 
take earc that vexatious suits and contrivances laid by 
common barristers to disturb the quiet of ;good people 
may be discouraged nod prevented. And Jet tlie Judge 
know from us iliat we expect him to maint%^io the i^ravlty, 
integrity and authority of hts ofhcLv xind that he doth not 
bring a disrepute on the court of Bombay by UghtncsiE, 
partmli ty. se I f-seekJng or cou nJ cnaucin g com mon b arristers, 
in which sort of vermin they say Bombay is very^ 
unhnppy/'* * Niccolls' tenure of office was not long—for he 
was su.spended on the joih August, 1677, for speaking 
disrespect fully to a jury'; ^ hut It was rcmarknblo for two 
trials for theft, which evoked a rcioonstranee from the 
Court of Directors. Tn the first case two natives were 
found guilt)" and executed, and in the second a European 
thief wa^p punished w'ith slavery. The Court of Directors, 
on receiving a report of these circumstances^ laid down that 
theft was not to be punished witli death und that Europeans 
were not to foe sentenced to slavery,^ Niccolls was suc¬ 
ceeded by Captain Henry Gary^ who was granted the 
title of Chief Justice» but had his s:ilary’ reduced by the 
Surat Council to a yaarJ 

The latter arrangertteni was probn-ibly oonsequeni upon 
Ihe complaint of the Bombay Council that they fotuid 
great dilEculty in obtaining good mm to w'ork judges, 
and that the fjame sounds very great for rhe place/' 
In any case the appointment of Gary found little favour 
with the Court of Direcionji who remarked I hat Par as 
much a^ we are Infornied that the said Captain Gary is a 
Papist (although he sometimes goes 10 church) ive do not 


^ Furre^l# &leclkeiiJ»£Hf>mr Seriy^f) k 1^1+ Harflateri nuiy be n 
cIcficaJ error in the arigintkl for barraEnn^. Commsn barratry 
is KQ nid er iminal oaence at COCUmen law. 

f Twelve men who formed: n jury’' At JuatJees' Hall brEHigbl in A 
verdict ^cor 4 mg to equity and good cenadence^ and Were tiever- 
theteai publicly ehecked jmd nied by I he who tol 4 I hem 

that they were men of large cbusicieneea. They naked lo be 
excmpled. in future frem Ihc Eike duties except they CAo bepro^ 

tcE red in the free discharge of their con icicnen/^ 

* Court to Sural, May btb, The first ekeCAtien in Poenbay 

took place on list October ibyq wiiea Corporal Lake was nhoi^ 
(Donglaa U 74.) 

* Surat to Courts February fith, 167 B 
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think him a fit person for judge ^ and in the endp so Tar 
as conteniporary records shoi^i CaE^Unin Gary and Captain 
Keigwin were appointed joint of the Peace and sat 

together with Messrs. Ward and Day to he.^r all causes 
and try criminals,'' 'the justice tneted out at this period 
wss di5dnt:tly mediaeval, as indeed it also was in England 
at this dale. Theft, which was apparently a common 
o^fencCp was punished with burning in the hand while 
a female misdemeanant was sentenced “ to be i^haved and 
set on an asa nnd a soldii^^r was sentenced t>i run the 
gauntlet for accidentally setting 're ton powder magazine, 
iiary himself isi^aid to have ordered the appearance before 
him on A Friday of a mun who had been eieecuted under 
his own orders on the previous Tuesday: hfandingt 
mutilation and compulsory slavery in the docks or at the 
great Breach were common forms of punishment ^ and 
whipping was frequently resorted to/ 

In 16S3, the year of Keig win's mu liny t Charles W 
granted n new t harier to the Company in which it was laid 
down that a Court of Judicature should he established at 
such places as the Company might iblnk 5 t and should 
consist of a person Icamcd in civil law and two merchants^ 
to be appointed by the Company," The President of Surat, 
or in his place the Deputy Governor of Bombay, was 
appointed Judge-Advocate, and no further appoint men 
of a separate Judge were made until after iGSp. when the 
court established by the Charter of 16S3 was finally 
closed .3 The said Charter also authorized the establish* 
men I of Admiralty juirisdlctioa in India, with the object 
of enabling the Company to seize and condemn the ships 
of the Interlopers ; and,, in view of the fact that the 
Deputy Governor was unable to deal successfully with 
mercantile and maritime cases, a special Admiralty Jud^^e 


* Court Id SurAl, March i^lht This hkf^>rinaliDH aa w* 1 l 

BA Other iletailft have lalien fr 'iti F B. ldiilHiban''ai 

ftCS Hillary of Bomhay io the mnhing-" As late ai ^ ne 
Robert Sutler won Aenteticed by co^rUnarltal to TT«eivo r,0M 
Inches, and tn 1774 a wemaD *»» aeoleo-ccd to be btirjil for tUdi- 
murdor. 

■ Auber, 

■ Brtice» Aoderson'^k English in SVciterii todio- 


3-14 
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for Bombay wasi appointed by the King.' The Jllr^i in¬ 
cumbent of the appointment wafi Dr* * St. Johnj who amved 
at Bombay m i6S4p but, being prevented from landing by 
Captain Keigwin and hi-? mutineers, had to betake himoelf 
to Surat*^ His corntnlssion authorised him to hold court 
at Bombay with two merchant{^ervanUi of the Company) 
as his assessors^ to have cof^nisance of all admiralty cases 
within the limits of the Company's territory, and to draw 
a salary of ^'aoo a year ^‘w’ith allowances from the 
Company's table." ^ ApparenUy however Dr, St* John 
was not satisHed with acting solely as judge of a maritime 
courts and claimed jurisdiction in purely civil matters 
also. This arrange mem wuis perforce allowed during the 
continuance of Keigwin's mutiny ; but after the revolt bad 
been quelled and affairs at Bombay had become more 
tranquil. Sir John Child took the first opportunity to restrict 
Dr. St. John's jurisdiction and appointed John Vaux judge 
of civil and criminal court:^^^ This enraged St. John so 
greatly that, according to Bruce, he threw in his lot with 
ihe inicrlopers and had consequently to be suspended by the 
Court of Directors in 16S5.S Who succeeded him is nOT 
definitely known, though possibly Dr* Dave nan t held the 
post for a short time; and the only reforence to the 
Admiralty Court subsequent to his suspension is contained 
in a letter of Augusi ayth* ibSS, from the Court of idrcctors 
to Bombay in which they complain that the fees of our 
Admiralty Coiirt am grown to an exorbitancy and the 
delays are exfreme,'" and ordered the Bombay Coundt tu 
revise the scnlc of fees and regulate the business of thc 
uouri. 

Meanwhile the course of civil and criminal justice ran 
tar from smoothly. Sir John Child's mlsmsmagcrnenl of 

^ August iCSj, 

' Dr. St. Julin EO Kjng^ Sc pfember ^ 

* 8nice« It. I 4 ^7# 

* in J&8£ there Were no The DirCcEOr!! were aftkeC 

10 seed out a slaluie book for the u^e of Vnux, but refuje4, sayJnir 
ibat civil l*w jtnij menial ]iiw were lo be 

* St. John compUine^ he bad neecived no silnrj aa CivLI 
Judi^c, and that Vaux knew no law. Court to Surat^ May 6th, 

Child t^lcE ter of Jlat Apnl He is mated to have ^Dally retired 

frOoa Bombay In 16^. it im net al all certain that RE. John wa- 
actually au&per>ded by ibe Directera. 
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tlie Ccmpany^ji Keigwin'si iflutinyk the riraliy of 

(he otU and new Ea^t IndSm Companlc-^ii and th^a SidiV 
homhardnient of Bom bay p all contributed to sio upiset thu 
iUlmini^triition that after Vault's siisfpension from service 
no jud^e appointed for over a decade>^ and legal work 
was performed in a very unsatisfactory nianner hy the 
iiovernor and CounciU* At the opening of the eighteenth 
century judicial functions were exercised by a civilian 
styled Chief Justice^ and in iniportaiit cases by the 
President in Council^ these two ofTicials being the only 
Jtisttces of the Peace for ihe whole l.slnEid.^ Thus» in 
1719 Parker served xts Chief Justice as well as Deputy 
Governor and Accountant/and he was succeeded in 1730 
by J. iiraddyHt whose quarrel with the Reverend HichanJ 
Cobbe led to the latteKs departure from Bombay- This 
system, which continued unlsl 1728^ when the MayorV 
Court wa^ establishedp cannoi be described as Micce^fuiv 
Neither the Chief Justice nor the President and Council had 
any thorough knowledge of the there were no codes 
except the two rough compilations framed in Atiiigicrs 
time ; and justice was consequently extremely arbitrary. 
In lyah the Court served at one and the same time ns h 
civil, criminoip miliiary^H admiralty and probate court ; 
it even framed rules for the price of bread and the wages 
of'* black tAitors.**^ Fn the latter respect conditions 
w'ere not far different from those in Kagland* where the 
Justices of the Peace settled the price of bread and the 
regulation of wages. The Directors of the Company w'cre 
naturally desirous of keeping the administration of justice 
in their own hands and therefore asked for the establish¬ 
ment of a Mayor^s Court to deal with ordinary civil and 

^ Ceurl to SurhE, FehriiSfy iiEh, 1653. "We have beL^n in 
a trih^rable Weak cooUilioTi upOfl Eomljay Ihit wo have not bcoii 
aMo la erecl I*riy courl of ju(iicaEt]r<? or adiDir«liy+'' 

' tlcmitiay to Courts Doc^ tStbn 1697. Tn i6g6 ihc Bauibay Govern- 
ment were expoelinK person Warncd in q^li^cd tW a 

jndge,. wberuby we may oreel a court of Jtidicattire-" tMaterial^. 

7h l.egBl work at thU date wai pcfformed by the Clflvernw 
and Couaelti 

BOfnbay ■Quarterly tlh 

^ Parker entered a itronir pro1«t auainal Jlr- Boofie'f torinre 
iifCovind in the famieus ea»e Against Rama Kamalk 

' Pi B. Malabdri's M.S Hiitory of ** Bombay in the 
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crlEnlnal work Connected with ihc cowrt of tbis d^ilc 
{1710-37} were the Vereadorc-j,^ a body of nativo func¬ 
tionaries who looked after orphans and the estates of 
persons dying' intestatet and who idso audited accounts 
like a panchayat. About they were granted certain 
judicial powers which they retained until 1775, They 
may pcssibJy have to some extent taken the place of the 
native tribunals waich up to about 1696 were responsible 
for administering justice to Indian inhabitants of the 
Inland." 

The chief ccid^csat the opening of the eighteenth 
century were the iri.ilof Rama Kamati, the Shenvig for high 
treason in 1718^ iind the trial of two English inariners of 
the for mutiny in 1716, In the former case the 

accused was found guilty and sentenced to Lmprisorimerit 
for life, and most of his property was conHseated or pur¬ 
chased by the Company, including cocoa-nut orchards and 
nce-lands valued at Rs- S^»ooOi and a w^arehousc in the 
boxaar, S6 feet long, valued at Rs. 6,000| the upper portion 
of which was transformed into a court of judicature.* In 
the latter case the accused were also convicted and sen¬ 
tenced to be flogged, the more guilty of the two being 
also imprisoned for six months. 

The focaltty of the court of judicature was changed 
several times between j668 jind 1717, At the outset jus¬ 
tice was dispensed in the Custom House ; but in 1671 
Aungier decided that “ a fair common house, wherein 
might be appointed chambers for the courts of justice, 
ivarehouses and grajiaries for com audaitimunition, and 
prisons for sever.il offenders should be buIlL Counsels of 
econoniy from London resulted in refttricting the building 
to simply a court-house, which was commenced in iCiji and 
completed by the close of 1676. Meanwhile in 1675 the 

1 Vereadereax Verifirir, or CeniEcrf, They also meted an 
tupcrvkioi n uf repair!^ jind !iupi^rintcF.dirnU of Che hflKEbr, and had 
certain p.iticfl iJutin. DaCuTih-E Ibat VercAdur niearU 

FrOcumtor or Aitorney. 

^ Bombay Gmeilccr MaterinJji, Fart [II-. J. Kn.z\ Ebrahim 
WAS appointed, in 16^, *■ chief jHdgC and deddtr nf nU difTcreniivs 
in the Mmis the Jiloeulp'' 

* Siee History , ptPr VI ^ 

* Forresl Hj a?** 
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JUSTICE AND PROTECTION. 




court of justice was ficcocTimodatcd in a hired house, 
which in the follonring^ year wits turned into a hospital the 
court being ttansrerred ro the Deputy Governor^ house in 
the Casticp which was purchased from a Portuguese lady 
for Rs. ^^400, On the completion of AnngicrV court¬ 
house in 1676 the courts of justice were moveU into it* * and 
there remained until the year 1720. The remains of this 
court-house, which Is known as Mnpla For, are still to he 
seen on the west sidi of Bohra Baraar street, aboul three 
hundred yards north of the north^wciipt comer cf Llphin- 
,^tone Circlci and con:$titute the oldest relic cf British 
dominion in Bombay.* Jn 17^:0 the court and town-ha 11 
were agtiin removed to the warehouse of Rama Kamati, 
mentioned abovep which stood at the comer of B +^aar Gate 
litreet and Dwarkada;;;’ lane; and in this huddling justice 
was d rBpensed until 17861 when Horn by House^ the present 
Great Western Hotel, was converted imo a court-hou^. 

At the close of the first quarter cf the eighteenth cen^ Mmyor'i 
lury the judkiaJ system In Bombay was so Ineffective that Cowl (1737 
the Courl of Directors m-*de a representation to the klng+’ 
in which they empha^iz&d the need of “ n competent power 
and authority at Madras, Bombay and Fort Wiiliam 
for the more speedy and effectual administering of 
justice in civil ca^s and for the trying and punishing of 
capital and Other criminal oBmeCs and misdemeanours, " 
and begged permission to establish a Mayor^s Court at all 
three centreSi His Majesty complred with their request 
and on ihe 24th September 1726 issued a new Charter 
creating Mayors' Courts at Bombay, Madras and Calcutta, 
each consi*{tlng of a mayor and 9 aldermen, eight of 
whom (IncIudJf.g ihc mayor) were required to be natural¬ 
ised subjects of the British Crown and the other two 
subjects of any friendly nation^ The aldermen w'ero to be 
selected from the principal inhabitants of the place^ w^ere 
to hold office for life unless suspended for misconduct and 
were to elect the mayor annually from amongst their 
niimber .3 The court was declared a Court of Record and 
was empowered to hear civil cases of all kinds, subject to 

^ Per further del 4 i 3 ft, hc Bombay GiLutleer lHaleri&ti; F^rt t|1. 

* Anber# 

* Bom hay ^aj«rfrrly Review. 1U,+ jJ5j6# 
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:in sippe^l. to tii(J Governor sind CounciL^ The Clisirter 
further authorised the Goveruor nnd Council to hoJd quar¬ 
ter se^^ions for the trial of all olfenceB cscept high treason^ 
the [^rCi^dent and five senior mem hers of Council heini; 
t^reated Justices of the Ponce and constituted a court of 
Oyer and Teritimor and Gaol Deliverj\* Decrees of ifiu 
Governor's court involving sums less than i^^oo pagodo-v 
{Rs. 3+oooJ were declared to be final, and in the case ol 
Jaigcr amounts appeals were authorized to the Privy 
CounciL Suits of this character were to fee tried a'^cording 
to the iCngIjsh law. ■ 

The new Charier did not reach Bombay until February" 
J7^S. ^*Ort the loth of that month it was publicly read On 
the recently built pier in the presence of the Europeans 
and leading native inhabitants. The President and 
Connell, Sheriff^ Mayor and Aldemien then took ihe oaths 
of allegiance, lifter which the President harangued the 
assembly, pointing out la ad the value of their new' privi- 
leges and sctdng before the member.^ of the corporation 
the duties which they had that day undertaken to 
chargCi'*^ William Henry Draper was appointed the first 
Mayor on a ycarty salary of Rs. 500^ while the aldermen 
wtsrt granted a monthly allowance of R,n. 13, which wsis 
subsequently raised to Rk, 14. to cover the expense of 
attendance in Court- Tw'o attorneys u'ere appointed^ one 
of whom acted as registrar^ and the expcnbhcs of the court 
w'eiv defrayed by fees on .summonses, baibbonds^ decrees, 
and so forth. ^ 


' This AlftyoPs Court ivdA further c^fnpowered to grant probaW 

of Wilt'* nnd adminiater ln|«atati- efTrcIa, 

J Jn 179S this ETourt coniiiAtcd of the Governor, Commander-tn^ 
ehiCi, ttvn C-nuncillura and On e Rcgi alrof,. 


'^".'753 n’t Charter w** renewed irkh a rescrvAlion fn lavour 
or HAtiVd of their Own law* und cuitomSt 

• thimlny giiarteHy Re vie v, 1 ] I, (■ 856 ) 3 

* 70r dctti^l, of ref!), sec fombay Cuctleer Vof, *xvi, P*rl U J.. 

p- * I and foat-rtetep _ At th*^ 0UiLi4E ihe AJnyor and Iwe jenioi 

Alderman Wan? appointed Trcjisur^fS and Ganti-kccp era of ibo 
*^47 Ihisdutj' w,t§ handed owrlo Ihe nnv^iy-crcated 
Dfnve of Account inl-Gcneral. There wat aUn attached to the 
COHft A Coroner, Whoae pay m Rs. u a month, und ttt 

some indeterminate date a Atar^hal was appolntiKl, whose salani' 
jn 1741 was fixed utRft 28 3^75, «payable by the cotinty' ^Bomtiai 
Gaaeltwr ^latenatSjj rtk.aij^ In 17^ one James D. RJchajtdson 
was **CDriotirr and Scavenger " (Rombay Almanac, . 
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TIms Mayor's Court had to encounUr all the joalousy and 
prejudice whicli stand in the way of new iR5tjitutjoo:3. and 
they bitterly com pi aJ tied that the chief cffiicers of Govem- 
meat ivere the ivorst obstacles to their administratioa of 
justice^ Lowthcr^ the Chief of Surat, called upon 

by thcai to execute a oomiriissioii for examining uitnessts 
blufHy questioned their anIhorityt and did not even condcs- 
cend to treat them with courtesy. Governsent| it is true, 
took up their quarrel on that occA-don and reprimanded 
ttio ehlef^ but at other limes they inlcrfered with the courtV 
action and fettered its proceedings. The consequence was 
that although the iMayor^s salary was Rs* a year, 
the same as the old Chief Justice had drawn, mid the 
office would under ordiuaty circumstajices have been 
coveted by senior civilians as a valuable addition to their 
emoluments and influence^ It yet became so diHiCult to find 
qualified persons for the post that frequently no caudideles 
were forthcoming on the aoih December^ ihc day fixed for 
election. After repeatedly reflecting the Mayor often 
as his term had expired, it became necessaiy' to raise the 
fine for refusal to sen'e from Rs. roo to Rs, 400; and this 
again led to disputes beti^'een the Court and Government, 
each Insisting upon their supposed right to enforce thix 
penalty. Government however in this instance agreed to 
waive their claim until a nrference could be made to the 
Court of Directors and proper regulations be received. The 
aldermen were apparently disposed to treat their duties 
equally lightly and bad to be granted in 1740 a special palan¬ 
quin illowajicerin order to secure their punctual attendance. 

“ The Mayor^s Court stood alone ” * remarks a writer in 
the * Bombay Quarterly Re view if it looked n>u ud it fell 
that it was despised; if upward to Government^ it 
complained of being thwarted and frowned down. With 
the humbler classes indeed or the vulgar, as their w^orsHif^ 
sly fed uncovananted oFender^, a few decisive measures 
h;id taken effect, and although they could not be taught 
respect p they could at least be forced into silence. liVben 
Mr^ Mayor and Im Aldermen went into public and peram- 
bu].Ttcd the streets, they kept their ear^ open^ noted down 
offensive remarks upon their judicial conduct^ and did not 
fail to make the culpri ts atone for their insolence before 
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the Injured tribunals By such means utterers of irreverent 
jesL^i murmurers and severer crities were effectualfy aived, 
and we do not any more hear the Court complaJnln^^ of the 
wit and censoriousne±^s of discontented libeller^^ Em¬ 
boldened by this success tb^y seem to have tlmught it also 
possible not only to prevent the vexatious inierfercnce 
oF iiovemment but to render themselves independent of its 
authority. They had no more know]edg:e of law than 
could be derived from a manuscript book of instmetiotLs 
sent them by ihe C'ourt of Directors; yet they were 
impatient nf all advice and controb arrogating^ to themselves 
the nght to occupy a position similar to that since 
conceded to the .Supreme Courts^ When called by 
Government to render an account of a|] sums deposited by 
suitors, they did it imperfectly and with reluctance j then, 
wilhout consulting as usual the KrOi^ldent and Counci I p 
appointed a young and incxperieticed man ro the office of 
their Accountant-GeneraL Being required to explain their 
accounts in detaiJj they took no pains to draw up any 
statement, but simply referred Government for informa¬ 
tion to Some of their members who were also Members 
of Council, and when this discourteous- recusancy was 
represented to therrii openly disavowed submission to the 
President and Council, [a acting thus they defied the 
Charter by which they were appointed ^ for according to 
its provisionSp ihe Court of Directorsj and by consequence 
the officers to whom their authority was delegated in 
Indiap were empowered to regulate the affairs of the 
mayor's Courts at the three Presidencies. And of course 
they excited the Just indignation of the President and his 
Council, with the exception of tivo members, Sanders the 
mayor and Anthony Upton, an aldermaOt who althcugh 
they admitted that the court's letters were couched ia dis* 
respectful and indecent language, maintained that its re¬ 
sistance to the Orders of Governmeriit was lawful." 

Pisscnsjon reached its height In the matter of the 
COw-oath, ” which the Mayor^s Court imposed upon all 
Hindu witnesses! and which was most strongly objected to 
by all the Castes In Bombay+^ As the public remonstrances 

^ wilneM waju made to la.ke hold of X Cow'a m cDUrt 

and swear lo jptak the trulh. 
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passed unheeded^ lh« itaiives procertded to ouL-caste all 
who gave evidence in this manner before the Mayor*s 
Courts and Government were at length obliged to step in 
and make a reference to the Court of Directors aboiil 1746. 
la 1747 the Directors^ on the advice of the ^aw”0^fic^rs of 
the Crown I ordered, to ihe great satisfaction of the native 
comm unit th:*t the cevv-oath should no longer be 
imposed^ The criminal |ustice which the court dealt was 
unduly severe in most cases and occesj^'^nimy marred by 
partiality.. Ihe ordinary punishment for petty thffts and 
larcenies was whipping which was cither Inflicted fll a cart s 
tail aji (he delinquent w^as led round the town-wall, or else 
at the public whipping-post before crowds of spectators on 
a market-day. Felony, ns in lingland at this dato^ w&s 
a capital crlme^ and when Jenkinson^s C!icritoir was 
robbed of 15 guineas by his slave-boy in collusion with his 
horse-keepcft the wretched Alc3c;mdcr and Fakirrao were 
both sentenced to be hanged\ On the other hand, when 
George Scott, a member of Council, ]xisticc cpf the Peace, 
Murine Paymaster rnd Keeper of the Custom-house ot 
MahimT was convicted of the grossest oppression of three 
natives for the purpose of extorting Rs- ii\ he was merely 
fined ;t5 and deprived of his commission as a Justice 
of the Peaces* Another class of case which figured m the 
records of the proceedings of the flljiyor's Court was that 
in which the prisoner was charged with fascinndoji.^" 
Thirty years earlier fiya^gi) an Ignorant woman named 
Bastok had been convicted of curing diseases by witchcraft 
and sentenced **to receive eleven lashes at the church 
door/* So for as can be gathered, the culprits were not 
punished for being witches but foe causing terror by 
pretending to be so,—an offence which even in these days 
is punishable under the tndian Penal Code By 1760 the 
gentlemen w^ho administered justice In Bombay nn longer 

* Bombay Qunrterly Review^ 336*3^5. ForrcH tKome 

Vol JJj pp, 4^9-13^ 

■ Bombay OiMrlrrty Review, JX, Scelt,. kacwitiE' tb4t 

I he Court Dir«^ tors: weald not. dcml ifi IrUferuly with hm^ re- 
Hiffned I he CnnpKny'N service fcfter publicly mccurmK Goiero- 
men: oF being jiUkl ms bad pb hlmselF. 

* FMelnMlioEi or bewitcb eb cnt ift derived from faictnism, I he 
fi^mvl'Tt wKich RoTBan wemeii were reund theif necks lo Ward olT 
ibe evil eye. 
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Tki^ared the Black Art themselves ; but tbcy had no objec¬ 
tion to acting upon the convictions of natives and were 
ready to punish any whom the voice of scandal or of 
public opinion pronounced to be sorcerers. Even the 
Government it^lf felt constrained to issue a proclaitiation 
on the Subject in 1754^ declflring that ^'whereas CalHa 
and Custami inhabitants of Worli, have been convicted of 
rascjnation by the evidence of several people iind by their 
own confessions, which tending' greatly to dis-quiet the 
minds of the people, the President and Governor 
by and with the .advice and consent of hU Council 
Trt order to prevent such a pernicious practice in 
foturOp hath thought fit to ordain and direct the 
said Callla and Custam to be publicly flogged at the 
cart's LaiJ through this town, Worli and Mahiim " and 
to deter others from such an evil custom in future, that 
all persons u^hatever who have arty suspicion of any one's 
practising this evil act, must make a declaration thereof, 
otherwise he will he deemed equally culpable with the 
delinquents^ On the contrary, any making a discovery 
shall be entitled to a reward of ten rupees^ to be paid 
by the caste tn whom the offender belongs; and that no 
person may presume to plead ignoranco hereof^ the said 
President and Governor hath caused this notice to be 
published hy beat of drums and affixed at the usual 
places, 

The defccLs in the working of the Mayor^s Court had 
become so patent by the middle of the eighteenth century 
that the Court of Directors were obliged to request the issue 
of a new Charter on the fith Jan miry' t 7 S 5 i which re¬ 
established the Mayor’s Court and repealed the provisions 
of the earlier Charters regarding ihe powers of the Gover¬ 
nor and Council as a cnminal courts The Mayor's Court 
was thereby limited in its dvil jurisdiction and w'as 
forbidden to entertain suits betwrecn natives of Bombay 
except wiih the express consent of the parties whi'e the 

T Bombay Ill* 23. A-ccardine W 

the ^ naCivea of Brutibay wore pi^ver actMnUy execs pled from 
Iha Juri^dicrioq of ihe Mavor's Court- &y tbe Charier of 1736 thr 
rijrht of olectine' the Mayor hiul been idven wboUy to the Alder- 
meo. By thenew Cliarteror thr Aldermen were oblifred I 0 

oOmiTiate **0 persons for Ihe olflct of whom one was to be chown 
hy the GevemtPri 
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juriistliction of tlie G&vcrnorls Court m tTimiiiaJ matiirs 
wA* *i limited to cdTeiicc^ totnoiittcil within Bombay Hod 
the factories and placcji directly subordinate to it. I he 
new charter also created a Court of Requests for the 
summary disposal of small causes fnOE CKceedio^ 5 
ilas or Rs. 15 Irt value), to consist of from S to 34 
Commissioners % and authorized the Court of Directors 
10 frame ruJes and bye-laws for the workings of the court, 
"^rhe Court accordingly Issued certain rules for this and 
the other courts and also appointed eight commissioneri^ 
of the Court of RequesUs^ with instrncUons to conijoue 
holding ofhee for a certain fiaced period and to arrange 
for three of their number to sit every Thursday* ^ 
Rules of procedure for the Mayor's Court were also drafted 
in 1763 and approved, ^ith cortain alterations by the 
Court of Directors in The other mosi noticeable 

events of this period were the issue in January 1761 of a 
commission to the rressdent and Council to pirates, 
and the ratihmtlon of an agreement whereby the Chief of 
Mahim was permitted to act as arbitrator in disputes 
between residents of that area, who were desirous of 
avoiding the trouble, delay and e^tpcnse of a suit in the 
Mayor's Court, subject to the proviso that if the parlies, 
omitted to act in accordance with tlic aw^ard of tlie 
ChTCf of iMablm cscccation could only be enforced by the 
Mayor's Court* ^ 

The history of the Judicial system up to the opening of 
the nineteenih centuri,' proves plainly that the meritorious 
attempts of the Compajiy to csuibti-sh satisFactory^ Lw- 
Courts were negatived by the extreme vagueness of the 
various Charters issued for that object. And even after 
the Recorder's Court had been establLshedi the Judges 
appointed from England were staunch whigs^ who had 
sat at the feet of Burke and imbibed a violent prejudice 

* |i iLpp^mrfr TroEn a letter of t iho Coart ef I>irecter?i 

that they had long horn cmisjdering the ot«uilillfelini«kt oi such A 
courti CrAKcaocr MalvrinE*, Tfli 

* floEnbay Guettoor, Ataloria]* 111, jj, far ilatmils ? oJlO pfi. 
11—40. Tho fiml Comiiiii^lonera wonr Cfasri^ Watcir** C* Wllile- 
hitl. Si^ann, G^kie. J. Ryln, N. Stttfhk* R. RrUiighUnn, John 
Jon**, S* Lacey* 

' Bombay Goadleffr MateriaTa, 44 . 
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against the Company. It waiS the vogne provisions of thsj 
Charter which were really responsibte for the belief 
generally prevailing at the end of the eighteenth century 
that **the Mayor's Court did not sulhciently provide for the 
due administration of Justice in such a manner as the 
state (lulI condition of the Company's settlement at 
Bombay required The Mayor's Court was accordingly 
abolished and replaced by a Recorder^ s Courr^ composed 
of a Recorder who was to be a barrister of tivc years’ 
standing appointed by the Crown, the Mayor and three 
aldermen of Bombay. The Recorder, who drew an annual 
salary of ^^5,000, was President of the Court, and out of 
the nine aldermen of Bombay three with him by turns^ 
three for each term: and the Ceiirt was invested with tho 
whole civil and criminal Jurisdiction of the Mayor^s Court 
and the Court of Oyer and Terminer* Its jurisdiction also 
extended to ecclesiiistical and admiralty cases, and all 
British subjects resident within the territories subject to- 
the Bombay Government, as also those resident in the 
territories of Native Princes in alliance with the Govern¬ 
ment, were amenable to Its jurisdiction. 

The first Recorder of Bombay was Sir William Syer 
who arrived in 1799 and presided over the new Court 
** with much integrity and skilP' until his death in iSoa.* 
Under his auspices the functions of barrister and attorney 
were separated and the respectability of the Bar was 
enhanced by the arrival of several English barristers ; 
while in iSoo be urged the Board of Directors to appoint 
a professional gentleman to seEtle indictments and pro¬ 
secutions in the criminal court and to act as an advocate 
of paupers,^ By 1803, when Sir James Mackintosh suc¬ 
ceeded Sir William Syer, the Recorder's Court was com- 
p^edofthc following cfheiaEs excluding the Recorder 
himself, ihe Mayor and nine aldermen A Prothonptary 
on the plea side ; a Registrar for equity and eccle.siastical 
and admiralty matters ; a Master in Equity ; a Clerk of 
the Crown i a Solicitor for the Honotirable Company ; a 

^ Prunable of Ihe Charter of 1797. 

’ Sir jHinea MadcinleaVii Life ^nd Leltcr^ ; Bombay in Ihedftjs 
efGeorg-r IV by Drewitt I Bombay Ceorler, October iSbA 

* Bombay Gazetteer Hi, 57, Mr. Clearer was appoint 

Pi le ih^v efRcc* 
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Solickcrr for conducting Crown prpsecuUon-s ; £i CJcrk of 
smaJJ causes and^ Attorney for condyotlng pauper causes; 
a SeaJer ; a Kazi ; a Pandit ; ^ bi^msters ; 3 puhliu 
notaries admitted by tbe Ecclesiastical Court of Canterbury; 
and seven advocates, attorneys and prewtoTs. There were 
four terms on the plea side and four sessions of Oyer, 
Terminer and Gaol Delivery cvety^ year.* Among other 
events of Sif Syer's 1 enure of ofSce were the 

establishment in ijgg of mofussil courts^ which were 
subject to the supervision^ control and appellate jurisdic¬ 
tion of the Governor in Council up to i8ao, and the 
establishnielir of a bmall Causes Court for the revovery 
of debts not exceeding Rs. 175*“ On Sir W. byer^ss 
death in October iSo^t the Recorder's office was hold 
for a few months by a junior ntemher of the Madras 
Court, pending the arrival of Sir James Mackintosh, 
who os^sunied ofBoe in June 1803 and «ierved until 
November sth+ 1811 .3 He was in turn succeeded by 
Sir Aleiander Anstruther (1811—1819), George 
Cooper ([819-20)1 Sir William Evans {iSaa-ai) and 
Sir Edw*ard West (1822—1828). 

Justice at this period was adminiifiered partly according 
to the English law and partly according to Hindu and 
Muhammadan institutes, Alt inhabitants of the island 
were subjoct to the jurisdietion of the Recorder's Court ; 
bur a court of Ponchayats existed in modihed form tn 
Bombay* ** where it had survived every" other judicial 
institution*'' and most of the castes in Bombay possessed 
a permanent Panchayat which decided its petty disputes 
and framed bye daws for its direction and government^ 

^ Bombay Calendar, ifioi. 

' The joriutielijn of Ihii Coyrt wa* extended to debts of Rs. 330 
in iSi^^ of R*. 50D in 1550, of Ra, i.oeoin iflfiin and of Rv+ SpiAl 
^ 1HI2. Pordii-bkili of the Court of Petty Sesaioeiap see Rule, 
Order and Regulfition 1! of iSix. 

" SjackEntosh (Life und MemoTriJ wrote t have 

four tcttita for civil bu'si.lnosi and four for crimiimla. The 

number of. my Jay.^ of atEredaree t!i abnut ho lu A year and 
t co-mmonly nil tlirco or four heun each day, 1 have- found ihe 
businraa very eaay 5 indeed ratJaer an BmuSemenE lhan Jl tolU The 
I we barnsieis are gen E remanEike men. Qn coun days, vthkh 
are about one In foar, t go lo EiUiibay (from ParclJ„ disEaet aiwut 
5 iiiilrs." 

* SeECcEieni from E.uL India Elouae Record# |I+ 
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The Recorder's Court was not free from Irregularities 
which were referred to in Sir E. ^Vest's firs! addrefis to 
the Grand Jury irt April iSj> and resuUed te> a great 
extent from the frequent vacancies caused by the death 
of Huecessivc Recorders* ; i%'hile he animadverted severely 
in iSes upon the illegalities perpetrated by the Magis¬ 
trates of Police and the Court of Petty Sessions, which had 
been established in iSi 5 .' His sirtctwnjSp which were not 
wholly jusUriable and were coloured by prejudice, appear 
to have fallen upon dCilLf ears+ for three years later 
Sir J. P» Grant was ubfiged to csposc the culpable neg- 
Jeci of duly by the Coonpany^s maglHtmtes and other 
officials. The calendar," he said at the opening of the 
Quarter Ses^sionsp b a heavy one. Several of the 
crimes betoken a contempt of public justice almost in¬ 
credible and a state of morals inconsistent with any 
degree of publiu prosperity. Criminals have not only 
escaped^ but seem never to ha%^c been placed in jeopardy. 
The result Is u general alarm among native Inhabitants. 
We are told that you are living under the laws of Eng¬ 
land. The only answ’Cr is that it is impossible. What has 
been administered till v^ithin a few years back has not 
been the law of England, nor has it been administered jn 
the spirit of the law of England, elsei it would have been 
felt in the ready and active support the people would have 
given to the law and to its olheers, and iu the confidence 
people would Imve reposed in its efficacy for their pro^ 
tcetion/'" More than one celebrated case was heard by 
the Recorder's Court during this period in the building 
now known ob the Great Western Hotel, the most notable 
being the suit betw^a a Rarsi rke-meixbiint and the 
Bombay Govqrriiuent in the matter of a military con tract,* 
and the trial of Erskine, a M;:istcr lu Equity and a .Magis¬ 
trate, for countenancing fraiid^s in his office. Another 
event, which brought Sir E. West in to sharp coufiicl 
with the local bar, was his order that the fees charged 
by barristers in excess of the fees usually leviab le 

1 Uembay in the of IV by F. P. Dr-E'fcitt. 

" tb id. 

• Ibid. 

■ yp. 
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li^ Eilgknd should be subject to thtf scrutiny and final 
decision of the Mui^ter in Equity and of tJie attorn ey. 
This decision kd to the wriiln|^of a round robin " to the 
Recorder, who eventually susfhended air the barristers 
except one for six months, 

* ' The fH>siUcn of a Judge sent out from England by the 
Crown—a Kind's" judge as opposed to the judge or 

magistrate of the East [udia Company '^’remarks a recent 
writer,’ * ** was not ^ul enviable one. The King's judges 
were appointed to act as a check on the East lodia Com¬ 
pany and a protection to tho natives of India against 
oppression and extortion, and they look an oath to 
administer justice w'ithout ravoun Naturally enough^ the 
Company regarded them with suspicion and dishke, and 
did all that was possible to restrict their powders and limit 
their jurisdiction/^ This very biassed judgment of ^ 
modern writer must bo accepted with the utmost caution, 
ita being a survival of that whig spirit which prompted the 
unjustifiable attack upon Warren Hastings. But the fric¬ 
tion arising from the extraordinary attitude adopted by 
Sir E. West» and other judges tonttrds the Company^ 
coupled with the fact that the Supreme Court at Calcutu^ 
composed of duly quajified judges appointed by the Crown 
itseIC had aroused less friction than the Recorder's Court at 
Itombay, led to an act being passed in liSij aboHshing' the 
latter Court and establish ingin Its place a Supreme Court of 
jiidicature, consisting ofa Chief Judge and two other judges 
and framed on the model of the Supreme Court established 
.It Fort William In 177J. The new Court was invested Aviib 
full power and authority to exercise and perform aJJ civlh 
criminal^ equity, :id mi rally and ecclesiastical juiisdicticn 
within the island of Bombay and the factories subordi¬ 
nate thereto ; h was invested with jurisdiction slmJlaE' 
to the jurisdiction of the King's Beach in England ; 
and gene rally was granted all the powers formerly ex¬ 
ercised by the Mayor^s Court and the Recorder'^s Court. 
The first Chief Justice of Bombay wis ^ir E« West. 

* Bombay ill thd uf I Vby F-D. Drc^itti pp+g-io. 

' Fer fkifthii-r particnlarv Ih^e Letters Fatml 
Ihff SyfiriTnic Cu^it arjudi«liire Al Bembsy JBi!r,SCh Dri. 

Bombay Hducalloii Socitfty^> Pr^Mv 
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then Recorder oi Bombay, hts colleagues, uppointed by 
the Letters Parent, being Sir Cbarks Chambers and 
Sir Ralph Rice* ibc two latter Sir Charles Cham¬ 
bers alone eveniuaJly came to Bombay j and the 
Supreme Court, thus consisting of him and the late 
Recorder, was dtily opened on the Sth May, lisinij after tho 
formal taking of oaths and firing of gunsJ At the outset 
the intention of the Crown had been that the Supreme 
Court should act as a check upon the Company's Govern^ 
mc. t; but this object frustrated by conlinual cases of 
interregnum between tBaS and 1S3S1 court being com¬ 
posed on mO'-t L-ccasions of a single judge only axid having 

once been cm ire ly closed for a month, and also by occa¬ 
sional esamptes of indecprum and maladministration^^ 
Thus in 1879 Sir |ohn Grant, Chief Justice^ was embroiled 
in a violent conflict with the Bombay Government and 
closed the court jfn'a ww/jj , in sSjo, after the death of Sir 
J, Dewar, the sole Judge on the Bench, the Court w^as 
closed for a month ; in i8+ii a great contempt case 
occurred, just prior to the arrival of Sir Crskine Perry and 
at a moment when Sir H. Ropcr was alone on the bench ; * 
w^hile In iSsS> the Court was again embroiled with the 
Bombay Government on the question wheibcr the Police 
Commissi oner Is ad any legal right remove a prisoner 
lo Thana Jail without the sanction oftho Supreme Court.^ 
The friction w^hich from time lo time occurred w^as to some 
eittenL engendered by the fact that the Supreme Court had 

^ D^ewitL'Hi ttertibay iii the d-iya ot Ccorgo I V% p >4^. On* of 
first CMics wiih which ilna new Supreme Cuorl WA* iJOf^neEi cd hniis 
Ihe de aH^tlon of b'air, the Editur^r the Gaaeiif in 1824- 

FordetAiUi 5 CO /tidjtp 

■ To ihii epoch belongs I he IjisV case in which the piibtic pillory 

wms utiUieJ AS a penalty foT uerjury* T'hepj 1 l 0 r}« which was in 
charge 01 the Senior Police Offlci^r, w*^ Mt up cm Urn Espliinnde* 
nett fi^r Irani the aitcof the preset \lLinii:ipil QJ^ecs. In 1834 ** 5 " 
HinUuA werii falHiened on the ptllery by ttcnttnirc of the Rccard-ifr i 
Coart and wcie pelted hy b iroOp nf boya fbr about an hour with a 
mixture ccrap^scil of red earlh, Ci^wdung, decayed fruU and ^ecom- 
IHsamg eggs- At InferVAt*^ ihel^ frtC 4 i* were washed by two 
cl.tas rirnd jh, and ihc pelting w*.i Iht-n resumed hmid a fAnf^ronAoe 
of horns blown by the UhuidrtH ir iiro attached lO ih^f Court- 
iTSmfi 0/ land September 1^4]. Thlt* was fhc last irt- 

Biftnrfl-.orpuniahrflenl in iho pUtory, The ei^eculion ai a Brahman 
look Mtnee in 1845 and caused lome excitement Among orthodcoi 
Hindmiw 

■ Timca of India, lath December, 1855, 

^ fiambay Timas ^ JUlh Jajmary. 185^* 
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fidthiri^ ^'hatcvap' to cJo ii'‘ith tho ordilrjsry s.<dittini^tri[Ltjon q| 
justice in the niurussih Ca>eij decided by infeHor 
outside the lioaits of Bombay isUfid were referred iis i\ 
matter of course to the Sadr Dewani Adalat and the Sadr 
Faujdad Addat, which p though they were removed from 
Surat to Bombay in w^re wholly independent of the 
Stipreme Court * * The Sadr Dcwaiii Adalat had no original 
jurisdiction, but Its decisions were GnaJ except in suits 
regarding' property worth more than Rs* to,oo&^ when 
an appeal lay to his ^tajesty in Catincil; while the Sadr 
Faujdari AdaJat %vas invested with the superintendence of 
criminal and poJlcc matters in the mofussil and with power 
to revise all trials held by lower courts ouLsido the island 
of Bombay, The inferior courts in the island of Bombay 
at this period were the courts of the Police Magistrates, 
jiictuding a court for the Mahim division opened in 1330, 
a court of Petty Sessions established in iS^Sj and the 
Small Cause Court w^hich was modiGed by Act IX of 1850.* 
in 1S61 the Supreme Court consisted of a Chief Justice and 
one Puisne Judge^ [J^dvocate^, josolidtors and attorneys, 
an Accountant^Cfeneraif a Master in Equity and Taxing 
OfHcer, a Prothonotary and Ecclesiastical Registrar, a 
Clerk of the Crown, a Deputy Clerk of the Crown, a She¬ 
ri ffp Deputy Sheriff, Coroner, Depuiy Coroner, an Aitorney 
for Paupers, a Court-house Keeper and Crier, 2 Tipstaffs, 
a ^farshaJ and a Deputy Marshal. 

The antagonism between the Supreme Court and the 
high officer-i of the Company in Bombay, w hich reached 
its zenith during the governorship of Sir John Malcolm, 

* The Badr Dewani Adulftf in iSjc consiitcd of four Judirea. 

Aa^tant Ite^itEraf, The Sadr FauidaH Adatal 
which Aueceeded the old Provincial CO^ri, conaiated ef fourjpdpei- 
Whein these eeutSs were moved to Birffti my in iSj^, a court of 
appeal or court of rircuic for Gujarat^ Bubordinate to these two 
C^rlB, waft eatnhitshed at Surat. Thraecourti were aboliihed in 
iffii One of them held it* litling^ in thr old houio, belooKknif lo 

ByraxTljl Jcrjwhliqy famify which Btand» oppodle the BahuJa 
Tank nnd Imincdlalcly eaBt of the J. UoaplEil. 

* For further detaila lee artidnon the Pretidencj MagwtrjiEa 
a^d Small Caute Courla, pp 3 htlow. 

* Kare'a Life Sir John WalcoJm. **t hare Iricdi'^ Wrote 
Malcolm, to deal aome hnavrhrowa at theio dan^roui fabric* 
yclept Sdprem^ CourU I brrt Iher are too esH-nClal- . * » , . 

10 ^rd the riHing spirit of the ava for meoranv man to t^vait 
agaidit them*” 

z.lj 


KiBh Caart - 

( 11161m 
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in mere or less acute form until in 1S5S 
Queen Victoria took over from ikc East Iti^a Companv 
the direct govermnent of the countn'. This histone 
event was follotvcd by the passing, on the 6th August, 
t86i, of an Act of Earliament abolishing the Supwme 
Court, the Sadr Dewani Adalat and the Sadr t auj- 
dari Adaiat, and establishing in their stead the High 
Court vested with the entire jurisdiction, power and 
authority hitherto ivielded by the three abolished 
courts. Letters Patent were issued on the a6th June. 
,86 j, and in August of that year the Conrt was for- 
mallv opened with six judges ThLs number was 
increased to eight by Her Majesty’s order on the 
dth July 1S63, iind five courts formed^ ttirtf 

on the Ong^na! and twe on the Appellflie ^ide. On 
the jSth Dte^mber 18G5 Acts jS and 2^ \lct* c. 
were issued^ empowering the High Court to join era 
causes of action after esrttoination of ihc defendant and 
limiting its jurisdiction in the mutter of infants. lumtiCK 
iind insolvents to the Presideticy of Bombay* 'Hicy also 
empowered the Governor^eneraJ in Council 10 pas^ 
orders aUerimg the limiu of the jurbdicrion of the several 
chartered High Courts and enabling the latter to exercise 
jurisdiclion over native Christian subjects of Her Majesty 
resident in Native States. On the sah November iS66 
the Judges Issued a body of High Court rules.’ Four 
years later tiSyol, in tofisequence of a decrease in the 
kmouiii of origioal work the number of banister-judges 


» Seven indiidiBK ttic Chief Justice Wat the unrtlened number, 
A pru^rfien of the pla«» wfc» reserved for members Ot me 
CivTl Service who hail served an jmlgca i and the Bench »* ft t>™J 
Wft« eftlabtiebcd »» bead of the judicinl system m the Preaiuency, 
irt#tead of ^ hci'fltaforc boSftg appointed 1* a cbock upon the 
Govef^t«(^«l. The Hijfh Court wan pP/^ssly ^ 

^upefiflttcid and Irmnio mks pructici* for all courts sohj-eot It 
ilii appollate jurisdiertijne (Stephen'H Mmute^ iSjflV 

* They were coraprlsed In Jieventotti chfcplors. The 
relate tO the Ori^inaJ side utid OOn^Ut of rutefl mode sub^^e^icicnt 
I ft Ihtf estahlishment ot ihc High CourCe For lAnoui ren^ans 
aitempt hAE been made CO puvjjw! iHe rule* of IhobuprcnrO 
Court. Swth of them as are .till ipplicaWe fo tbe Hijrb Coart 
iSr kept in force by Chapter El, Section i, The ninth .md 
fullowi^ chapter* relate ui the Appell.nr side, Ti>«> 
all the mle* at present in fornO; and have been compiled irofn 
iho've is^u#cJ belwcOfi 18217 iiS-p 
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was rt^juced from 4 l& ^; but. ais ihe reduction lesi to :i 
considerable inerease of arrears, the ap[>ciiTitTnent of an 
ci^^hth jud^e w;4is sanctlonod at the close of 1872, Ad- 
vantage was taken of this addition to the sirengfth 
of the Bench to open a fourth dii't!?iona! court on the 
Original side- Meanwhile, as a result of Sk Bank 
Frere*s policy of urban improvement, a new build¬ 
ing for the High Court was in course of construction, 
and in 1S79 Hornby House (the present Great Wcsiem 
Hotell \vs3 finally relinquished ^tnd the present High 
Court building on the Esplanade was occupied from ihai 
date/ 

In civil mailers the High Courl la a court of appeal 
(ff) from the jutlgmenl of one judge of Hit High Court Or 
from the judgment of auy Dlvi^iion Court, ihc raenihcr> 
of which nre equally divided in opinion and do not amount 
in number to a majority of the High Court, (S) from the 
decision!i, except in cases where no appeal lies, of all 
civil courts under its supcrirvlcndence. In criminul 
mntterii the High Court is, subject to Ihe same liniila- 
lion, a Court of Appeal from the decisions of all Sessltwas 
Courts. It is also a Court of Reference nod Revision in 

j iftt decided hj' the criminal courts subject to Its up|H-l- 
late jurisdiction. The High Court also exercises the 
functions of an Insolvency Court, and possesses the civil 
and criminal jurisdiction of an Admiralty and Vice-Admi- 
rally Court In prize causes and other maritime questions 
ansing in lodia. It has also been invested with teslu- 
mentary jurisdiction and has matrimonial jurisdiction 
over Christians. One of the judges of the High Court 
ofliciates as judge of the Parsi Matrimonial Court. Matri¬ 
monial decrees by District Courts require the confirraa- 
lion of the High Cotirt. 

Ordinary original jurlsdicrion i*? estercis^ in ijifillcrs, 

both civil and criminal, which arise within the limits of ihe 
cily and island of Bombay. In virtue of its exiraordinjiry 
jurisdiction the High Court may in civil cases remove and 
itself try any suit brought in uny court under its superin¬ 
tendence, and may in criminal cases exercise jurisdiction 


^ Tire Lti^mbiiy LjiVI' ki;^pofl^4 h JtlUfr^a3i Jll* 






over all residing in pto wlt^n the jorii«lie tion 

of any coart subject to the superintendence of the High 

Goiiri. 

The High Court at present consists of a Chief Justice 
ard & Puisne Judges. A temporary appointotent of 
eittra judge ^vas created in 1907 to dispose of appeals 
from the avi'itrds delivered under the Land Acquisition Act 
and to supervise the work of mofussiJ courts. Thi.*^ 
appointment has now (1909) abolished. The law 

officers of the High Court arc the Advocate-Oencral, the 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs with two assistants, the 
Government Solicitor and Public Prosecutor the Clerk of 
the Crown, the Government Pleader, the High Couci 
Reporter, The OlBeLat Assignee and tlie Clerk of the 
Insolvent Court are appointed by the Chief justice. The 
officers of the High Court arc on the Original side the 
Accountant-Gcaeffll, the AdminlstratoT-Gcneral, the Master 
and Registrar in Equity .nnd Commissioner for taking 
accounts and for local investigations and TaKing-officer. 
the Prothonotary, Testamentary and Admiralty Registrar ^ 


1 The heai issblml of I ho ProthOneUry'i OFFtco la gcntratly 
Ctfinmiasioncr fur iMng affidavlla, and there It 
CammiS'.ioner for accounts and AsmSlant TaxinK^iccr. 

The dwlgnation of the ProthomitaO' “PP™" ,v“ 

down fi-nptt tbo time of the Ssipreme Court and pmbably 
Recorder's Court. The riothonoiary was an officer IB the Co^t* 
or Commem Pleas and Eichcquer In England, and was 
fluently replaced by the Master under 7 tVAL IV, i \ icl. 

Ciii loin iKsTf Iho establishment of the Hi^h Co^rt ihe 

Protliocifllary |»id OWl affcM reeeked. Bui After its 
U decided to (tIto the then holdei of the 

Mf. Spencer Cnmplw, a filled salary of Rh* The 

IlLstiee (Sir Matthew Say-sae)! skated tbal Mr. Cojn^rioo deseevea 
special consideratton On ACCOwnl of the i»0^ret+ very Onerous 

and very tai>;ely-increased dulicx imposed ypon bim by the rep^i 
ebaniTc in Wfoeedure-‘" The Prothonotary at present 
irialrar of TcsImifllfcMar v and iinteitate ^iiriidictjon and m tbax 
capacity disposea of all testamentury work o€ a non-C® nt eTLli^s 
nature/ Since 193a the Prothonotary ha% also dl^po™ of 13 ^ 
maior portion of the chamber-work which lormedy tised ^ « 
done by One of the judj^es sitting in chambers,^ The 
A^illitnnt to the Frokhonotary waa creAked in 1S66, owinf! to a 
vreal increase of work* There areal-iq two Deputy 
who have to sit in Courk. S-nce the death of Mr^ C- VV+ Lhi JaCk- 
aon. Ckrk to the Insoivenl tteblorfi* Court. that post haa 
amaJl^amaled with that oflheiM fleputy Kei'Utrar and an RJAi- 
lional ird Deputy Rcgialrarahfcp hai b-cOn created for work 0 
the Original Aide, 
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three Deputy Registrarsi the Sheriff' nnd Deputy 
Sheriff^ and two clerks of whom one Is designated 
ihe Senior Judges' Clerk. To the Appellate side belong 
ihe Registrar," the Deputy Re gistnir who is generally 

' Kami kfa.'. ^ uT Ujc tJuMuiice ut a Sheriff Jr> early «s *,*^ 7 ^ 
faufld maid Bombay TKc cm^-c 

Lettera Put*(it on September > 7 ^ Jo Ijgfl j^***?*” 

wns *■ Sheriff of the Cooniry.- The office caoic ^ 

<«i*tence under the Charter of tSiy, '!?? iiTi ihall he 

c«u.rl, wherein il wai cmdCted thnl (l) the bhcrilft . _ 

appointed yearly from December soth, (J> that ^fwe 

Hp^ Iheie office two oaths shall he adoimiefered 

the Governor or in hi* absence ihe Senior Mem^r of Copocth 

(1') that bi the event of the Sheriff dyirtir “ deparlintf from 

the lerrJteriei. aubjecl to the Fresldency of 

Lr.«or,Lll bn nppeinled Sheriff, Prior lo .8gt> the Sherdf. 

feeXed fee*. tvhiT between .84. end 'Sff 

U, nrOn« coosidernble comment in li^ Vres* (ridr 

riiHe*. s-H-lB+fiL But in December 1856 the Intc Sir Geoi^e 

Cotton *'desired that the acceplnnce of Ihe appopnlment ^bould 

not involve the necepuinee of any fee*, and from that 

Shcrira fees hr,vo Hem paid mlo the Government Tie«Ory 
and Ihe offi. C hna become porrly an honorary one. The ShenlTa 
staff Of office beara date iSio. and in atiU in the coalody of the 
DL-poty ShcriFf. For a lint of Sheriffs from iSqO ICf jSiD 
Times c/ Iitdin. November ISih, iShS. 

^ The Rejiiatrar w.va originally call^ tbit Roffi^t^r- >" 

Jllr. [,e Geyt held iho poM on a monthly salary of R». t.se^ 
additL to Certain f(H?S amount png to ‘* 

aalary wac represented by the jedges he madeq□* e , and m 
(81S the Court of Director* decided that the salary "bo^d _ 
to Rs, e,roo n inopiih with relrCap eoHve effect /tom tH^ 1 noy at 


^'oXmeTidcSThat hcTiCs not ‘receive any re« «^ih-. 


the »nmc 

he fhouJti E^ar^cd 1 

^rI^^n1;t™l»'’oTa‘De^)my‘^^^ R». 'hitu 

RiS of^he Objicti^of Iho^epuly'RCKi-'lraT'a appoiot- 

me^il w« that periodicaJ report* <ff cases ”’'^^j’ 7 hl?ruch 

under hi* direct sopervisVon : Govmnnwnl ordered thal sucn 


repOrH should bo forvrnrded to Govemmenl «ery .pK mmlh* w.in 
the returns of civil btlsirieBS m order that , (,prtNj»ted 

,m« a vear. Later oO Iho Appoll s ic Side establ ish me.i t JOft*i*tm 


a ypjiri Later 011 StiO Appeal 
k-if A drawing J?:f. a.»o. 


Reifi^tfar om 
»Tid I 


jst A^ili^lnnt 

Rs. 500, a ind Assislant Reffi'lnr on ’^^0 two latter 

Mtmlvl each dniwinji n monl hly_ salaryof Rs. .■!«■ decided 

nppoin I men I s were abolished about iflbS" In j 
tpT^uee thr pay of the Registrar f^m R*; 

Govemmerit at the snme time observing that «b™ 
irar. on the completion of the new High Court '*“?* * 

rref quarErr^i whkh hr enjoy^i an aljowanc ■ - ^ 

mcinth f^or hoii-ir-riml ihould btf added tamv net h€ 

inonthlvp in order thai the fcppaintfnenl of r .frE in I he 

rfifidercd ol Ir*'* iraiue Ihin a Junior Jtnl(flBah^p. ^aduEP ih’O 

„mo year the Government of India decRled ^„Xn a^ hoV*^ 
of iho post lo 1^700, ri-fuarMl 
aliowBi^co On Ih* ^foiindi. th*t SwEh allowance n jrr* 
CatrultA Of AllAhabad. 
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a S£:il;cr of the Appolbie Courts and the Ass^istant Regi.^- 
tfftr. The Bombay Bar compriseii 353 biirfisEer^, 634 
or pluadera attd 168 atiomeysj^ of whom 107 
barristers, 315 pleaders and 145 uttomeys practice at the 
Bombay bar, the remainders practising in up-countr>' 
districts or holding judiciaL appointments in British terri' 
tory^ and Native States. 

A Coroner also holds office under Act JV\ of tSji, 
charged with the duty of enquiring into deaih!^ caused 
by accident^ eiCn within the limits of Bombay,* Besides 
the Judges uf the High Court and the Presidency 
MagistmteSi w ho are ex-t^^cm Justicess of the Peace, there 
Jtre{r909) 580 Justices of the Peace appointed by Govern- 
jticiit for the City and Island. 

The present Court of SmaJI Causes appears to have 
grown out of the Court of Requests, established by Royal 
Charier lit 1753 and to owe its name to the separate Small 
Cause Court, which Sir %Vl]liam Syeft the first Recorder of 
Bombay + organised under the charter of his Court in 179^* 
for the recovery of debts not exceeding Rs. 173. In iSj 8 
the jurisdicLion of the latter Court was extended by Sir A. 
Anstruthcr to dt^bts of Rs* 350, and again in 1847 fay the 
Supreme Court (Sir O, Pollock and Sir Ep Ferry') to debts 
of Rs, 60O1 and to the settlement of cascfi of tort and 
tre^pa^^ This ncticin ot the Supreme Court was howevei 
held by the legal officers of the Crown in England to be 
ufirti WiUtj ; and in Meu thereof the SmalJ CauM: Courts Acl 
(IK of iH^o> was passed by Governor-General-in-CounciJr 
Under the provisions of that act llie Small Cause Court 
commenced working in hi arch, 1833, being empowered to 
try all suits not exceeding Rs. 300 in value. Its jurisdic¬ 
tion wjis subsequently extended to suils of Rs- roco in 
value by Act XXVT of 1864, which also provided for an 


1 i.Fih a Corancr tn 1701* inic poht wa:i nt [hat 

lltid Jay Chnstopbor VfUo^ MJory yva^** uf the rate af 

13 fhiUings and 4 pu-nte far each ccfp>e he limkeil ai/' Th*, 
frt WM cn the marderEf * wil-ila, or recovered 

fropn the c*sle of the d^fea«d {rrWi -//pidm. 15.5-18^3. In 
the Goveroora of ami Bombay Were jiskl? to^U^piit 

C.oroncrs for Iho^r rotja^Uve Pri!sidond« with the same 
xaCoreneftin^iiKland. In Jame^ Richftrdaoft Coroner 
Scavofljij^! but IhkH jKi^t VBL-. suhscqutQtly abolbhcd. The 
CdToncrs *Hc end of the €^ghl«iath EetiTnn wa^ 

R^- -no por nfiontn.^ 
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mcrctt-vcd number of judges^.* * By iftSs the work of tbt- 
High Court hnd so largely Liicreased that anew acllX^V of 
iS8*) was passed, which empowered the Small Cause Court 
to hear Suits amounting to Rs. aoooin value, to adjudicate 
upon alt civil suiu except those of certain specified Idnds, 
and at the same tio« to act, as before, as the vehicle for 
the recover- of small debts.* In 18S5 the Chief Judge was 
vested with power to decide applications for compensation 
arising under Act Xllt of 1885 (an act to amend the laiv 
relating to the telegraph in India); %vhil< under the City Of 
Bombay olooicipal Act of 188S hb Jurisdiction was extend¬ 
ed to the decision of appeals under certain sections of that 
act, his orders being enforced in the same maimer as the 
Ltrdinitrv decreey of the Courte 

On the opening of the Court in 1853 three judges, styled 
first, second and third judges, were appointed, to whom 
were added in *864 a fourth judge.and in rSgif a lifthiudge.' 
In iSSsthe designation of first judge was altered to that-ol 
Chief Judge and the Clerk of the Court was thenceforth 
known as the Registrar. The Chief Judge hears all su.t-s 
for sums exceeding Rs. 700 miscellaneous apphw- 

lions relating thereto ; while the Other four Judges decide 
alt other suits and applications, dividing such causes ^ong 
themselves in turn, and disposing m turn of a v»net> ol 
misceUanssous work Ifi connection with suibi eci c or 
registered for hearing. The full Court is composed of two 
judges, one of whom is the Chief Judge, and sits evei^ 
Tuesday to he.%r applications for review and appeal- She 
Registrar, in addition to his duties as administrato*e head 
of the establishment, disposes of applications for the issiw 
of distress-warrants, for leave to sue in forma pnnjkfw, 
for the committal of prisoners, and for comm«s.ons 10 
Hike evidom:^. __ 

» In 1866 the Secretary of Stale laid h* 

title W landed pruperiy sheuld always be he.ird y 
iadK«A of the CoMrt. 

* III Il»s the Registrar of the SedhH Cause 

ed to try noils not eaeceding .•At..* in 1^1 

were annulled oo the ereatlon of the fifth lOdge s efficd m t% . 

* The first Chief Jwlge was «r. W. 

firsl aecnad Judge W‘as Mr. C. W^l jj Soeficer 

Mr. J. h. JohnSm 

nnd ttic filth }Dd^e+ Mr* DmdJibbtiy J 
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Tlie total establishmeot of the Small Cayse Courts in* 
eluding tha Registrar^ Deputy Registrar and Assistant to 
the Registrar, numbers (1909) more than 160 persons and 
costs Rs, S.ea? per month. The olfiee is divided into a 
summons department, execution department, appraisers’ 
department, imnslation department, record department, 
board writers' department, baltilFs* department and cash 
and instalment departments. Up to 18703)! Tees were paid 
in cash, but by Act Vfl of 1870 court-fee stamps were 
substituted for ca.sh payments, and the court cashier 
became the court stamp vendor, receiving a comrnivsion 
of per coat, on at) sales. In 189^ two salaried stamp 
vendors were appointed, to whom a third has since been 
added. The scale of fees is reguJated by Act XV of 1882. 
Since iSSa ihe Common Jail at Umarkhadi has served as 
the court-prison for the coniine men t of parties arrested 
under warrants issued by the Court; while the scale of 
diet money for prisoners has been ragufated since the 
same date by section 338 of the Civil Procedure Code. 


At the date of its establishment in the SmalJ 

Cause Court was located in a bungalow at Mazagbn f but 
m response to a memorial addressed to Govern men t in 
TS53, It was removed in 1854 to a building known mi the 
Billiard Room (the present office building) on the verge of 
the Esplanade and to an adjoining house, which wa.s at 
that date used as a racquet court. These two buildings 
were transformed into a single court and office about iSw 
and were occupied by the Court until 1863 at a rental of 

K tjook the three 

talding. ,.h.ch .„1, 

Bv, |™„ R,. ,a„ ^ 

.ITT T'”’!"'” ''1°- '“»• »'■“ "» p"- 

r. i" lK"n.w Hieh 

Court h».id»eh,db„„ «.B. ]„„„ a 

ed the Old Small Cause Court buildings for ti lakhn • 
and ihcsc, with cariain additions made in iw,,. ,till 
constitute the court-house and premises. The^uifding 
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The fotlowing stawment shows the number of suits in¬ 
stituted between iSfi? '9®®' in litigation, 

and the annual net profit to Govemtnent/ 
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At the outset of the nineteenth eeniury no spedol regu¬ 
lations existed for dealing with crime or with minor 
offences within the limits of Bombay island : and such 
offences as were committed were punished under rules 
applicable to the whole of the Brittsh dominions in 
Western India, which consisted of Sumt, SaLsettc, 
Bombay and Baokot. But by 18is public atiention had 
been directed towards the need of reform m mnl«rs both 
of police and santution; and on the 35th March m that year 
a ’* Rtiie. Ordinance and Regulation" vvas passed for the 
good order and civil ffocemment of the islund of Bombay, 
whereby a Senior and Junior Magistrate of Poli« and 
a Cfnirt of Petty Sessions.were created.' The Senior and 
Junior Magistrates of Police were both Justices of the 
Peace, the former exercising jurisdiction over the Fort and 
Harbour and the latter over the rest of the island ; and 
both of them were bound to attend their respective oIBccs 
from 10 u.m. to 1 p.m. daily, to give public mdmatiw 
at the police-oflice O'f places where they might 
fouod at any hour of the day or night, and m case of 


' Upto (SMthero weretwo «*(ri»tml«'- 

w* mdd^d ior fhp Ala ham drrnkon^ The Sprtor * 

iSe Fcrt. Iheseceud .1 Bynill-. and i^c third -t 
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Pf'eiild ency 
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to provide cottier Jiiiiice of th^ Pence lo act in 
their stead. The powers of both officials were limited, 
permission being granted to perform only stxch acts 
were permitted to a Juitice of the Pence under tlie English 
law ; and even after the pai^sing of the Police Acts, XJll 
of and XLVill of ii56o, their power of punishment 
was limited to sentenees of not more than six months' 
impn^onmeiic and their jurisdiction to ofTenees oftectLiig 
property not exceeding in value fifty rupees. All other 
cases were committed either to the Court of Petty Sessions 
or to the Recorder's Court, the former Court consisting of 
three members, namely^ the tivo Magistrates of Police and 
a Justice of the Peace p who fierved in rotation and were 
bound to hold a Petty Sessions every Mondays morning 
to a- m. at the police office in the Fort. The constitution 
of this Court of Petty Sessions was subsequently amended 
by Rule. Ordinance and Regulation I of 1S34 (Bombay), 
which, though not registered in the Supreme Court as re¬ 
quired by Statute 47,George IIh wan subsequently Icgallsusd 
fay.\ct Vll of 11(36, pEissed by the Government of India. 
Under the said ordinsince the Court conskied of not les^ 
than three Justices of the Peace, one of whom was a Magis_ 
trate of Police, the second a European, and the third a 
native of India^ not born of European parents t while, 
at the time of Its abolition in rSyj, l|s powers extended 
(a) to the trial of any person committed by a Police Magis¬ 
trate on a charge of theft, embezzlement, the i-nstigation 
or abetment of these offences, and fraudulent disposal of 
property (sections 27—30 of ^ct XJH of iS36)t (^) lo the 
issue of warrants and summonses^ (section 109 of Act XI11 
of 1S36), {c) to the determinalEon of The amount of com¬ 
pensation damages, and costs payable under the Eombay 
Miinicipal Act of ib72> and fifl to the summary trial by 
Regulation XXJ of tSay of casti-s of smuggling opium and 
abetment of that olfence where the value of the goods 
seized did not exceed Rs. 500. 

In [S46 owing to the gradual Increase of criminal w'ork 
the permanent office of Third Magistrate of Police iras 
created. Mr. L. C C. Rivett was the first holder of the 
posts; and was succeeded in office by other Europeans up to 
the year [865, when Mr. DosabhtTy Framji was appointed. 


Jt, .sTIClL AMI 




Since that date ihin appoinimcnt has been held on several 
.Kcasions by natives of India, the three Magistmtes of 
Police and the Court of Petty Sessions were finwUy abo^ 
lished by the Presidency Magistrates' Act of 1877* " hicb 
eiDpo^^-ered the Presidency Magistrates to pass sentences 

oflff) imprisonment not exceeding n term of two years 

(including sucH solitarj' confinement as is au thonsted by law) 
( 6 ) fine not exceeding Rs. icwo, (d whippiagi any lawful 
sentence combining any of the sentences ’W'hich the> are 
aulhorined by law to pass, and which also empowered 
them to dispose of all cases formerly committed to the 
Court of Petty Sessions and of a large proportion of 
cases formerly tried by the High Court. 

^vas sobscHucntly repealed by the Criminal Pr«^u« 
Code (Act X of 188*), whereby the Second luid Thtrt 
Presidency Magistrates were placed on substantially the 
3aiiie footing as Magistrates of the hirst Class, and the 
Chief Piesidency M;»gistrate was granted powers similBr to 
those exercised by a District Magistrate over subotdiaate 
Magistrate.s. These powers were subsequently confi^ 
bv the amended Criminal Procedure Code (Act V of 1898)- 
In 1888 Mr. CrawleyBoevey, then Chief Presiden^’ 
Magistrate, drew the attention of Government to the 
enormous %'ohiinc of work with which he an is wo 
colleagues had to deal, and suggested the appointment 
either of Honorary Presidency Magisinitw or o a 
addition.al slipendiarj- 8fagistrate to cope wjlh 
As a result of his represonlatiDn, the u 

Presidency Magistrate was created in t 89 *. 

Dastur, the Deputy Collector tmd Lity Mapstrntc 
Ahmadabad. being appointed W the post. 

The four Presidency Magistrates of Bombay are sub¬ 
ordinate to the High Court and are under its judicta 
xuperv-ision,' The Chief Presidency Magistrate, a^rt from 
his ordinary magisterial duties and his control of his thr^ 
colleagues, baa various miscellaneous duties to perf 
within the litnits of the of Bombny- ^ '2 

lUi) to 1835 the 

rn- 
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Revenue Judge under ihe Udmb^iy City Land Revenuo 
Act L[ of 1^75, Judge of the Court of Survey for the 
disposal of cases arising under the Jndian ^fe^;hant■i 
Shipping Act (Vil of i 38 d]^ and President of Marine 
inquiries. He also acts as President of the Committee of 
Management of the Government male and female work- 
house^y and as Chairman of the visiting board of the 
two lucaJ prisons. The other Presidency Magistrates are 
also members of the Committee of Management! ’Govern¬ 
ment Workhouses, and are visitors of the Lunatic Asylum 
and local prisons. 

In 1904! owing partly to a representation from the 
Justices of the Peace and partly to the suggestion of the 
Chief justice and Judges of the High Court that relief 
should be afforded to the stipendiary Presidency Magis¬ 
trates in the dispoval of unimportant cases, three benches 
of Honorary Presidency Magistrates were estabibhed in 
Glrgaum, Mazagon and Dadar respectively, with co¬ 
ordinate jurisdiction over the whole of the area com¬ 
prised within the limits of Bombay, Each of the three 
benches is divided into sections cotitaining not less than 
four honorary msigistrates apiece t and one section of 
each bench siLs daily at 8*45 a*m, to hear cases arising 
under certain sections of the City of Bombay Police Act 
(JV of 1903)^ of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
.Act iXl of 1S90J! of the Act for the Regulation of pubhc 
Conveyances in Bombay [VI ol 1887)* of the Bombay 
Pfeventien of Gambling Act {IV of 1887), of the Indian 
Railways Act (IX of iS^oj* and under section 353 of the 
Indian PennI Code. A fourth Court of this kind was 
established in igoS. Tiie work is distributed according 
to the pollce-divisioiiS of the is land t cases arising in divi¬ 
sions C and O being assigned to the Girgaum Bench, in 
B and E to the Mazagon benchp in F and G to the Dadar 

Ma^ialfEitf nnd Inirr of Chief Presidency AlaK^^LraEe hn* been 
licki by bnrri»ler9 not previoniily in ibe piiblic iervice* The 
Scconil ^tagintmte'A oHice hia been held both by Gcveminent ser- 
v&ntftAnd non-officiAJA and on five ciccmhions hj' Timtives of lodia# 
or the 1! gonllemen who have filled iho oliice of Third Magi at rate 
iinoe 1^4^ nine have been nativejt of Tndiii, ftod none have been 

Govemn«?nt officVols ; while the of fourth Magliiratc hap» been 
almoHit exc1u!ii^-ely filled by ftaiive gentlemen foJlowing lltc k?gaJ 
prafe*sieKi< 
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bencKp afid in H and I to the Fort b^nchi Cases 
ari^in^ in A division ere for the sake of convoaienct 
brought before the stipendiitry Presidency Ma^ri-strates at 
the Esplanade Police Court. 

At the earliest penod of which record re mains p the 
Senior Police Magistrate's Court was situated in Forbes 
s^treet within the Fort* It was subsequently removed to a 
shed In the Governtncni Dockyard and thence to a build¬ 
ing in Hornby road^ in which both the Senior and Third 
Mogistratesi yised to preside, in 1SS9 the courts of the 
Chief and Third Presidency Magistrate^ were finally re- 
mov'ed to the present building on the Esplanade, which 

1^ Cjo%'^emment for their accommodatjoji. 

The Second Magistrate's Court wns originally located in 
Mazagon and was then removed to Maliarbaiidi in Gir- 
gaum in iSaa. but as this situation proved inconvenient 
both to the police 3rtd the public* the court was finally 
removed in 1893 to a Goveniment building In Nesbit 
Lane. Maiagon* The Fourth Presidency Magistrate, 
who was temporarily accommodalcd in the Esplanade 
Police Court after his iippolntmenl in iS ja* also sits iviib 
the Second Presidency Magistrate in Moisagon. 

The foliow^ing table gives details of the work done fay 
the Police Magistrates" Courts since iS?! 
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The ejirliebt auihentic mertlion of a police-force tn Bom- 
bay CMTcurs during the governorship of Gcraid Aungier 
fi66Q-77) who Organized the Bhandanti into &. rnde mi i- 
ika under the eoinmund of Subchdars with their he.i - 
quarters at Mahlm, Sewii, Sion and Other natiii^l divi¬ 
sions of th c islan d, ’ Thi s force was strcngihe ned 1 n 1604 
by the e!,tablisbment nf night-patrols, which were charged 
with the duty of arrestitig robbers and “surdTj- base 
people, who went aboat work in company in the night, 
designing ill to some of the inhabitants , In spite rl 
these precautions, however, lawlessness was rampant m 
Bombay during the 17th and iSih centuries,^ and led in 
i57t to the conversion of the Bhandari militia into .1 
regular police force. The whole force consisted of 
ofSxsers and 400 privates, who furTiishifd a night gua 
of 100 men and u officers for the protection of the 
The nig^lt-guard was distributed as follows;—4 olfleefs 
and 33 men at Washerman's Tank (Dhobi Taiao), 4 
olhocrs and 33 men at Major Mace’s house, and 4 officers 
and 34 men at Mum bade vi Tank ;* and those bands, which 
ivcre in comniunicalioo with one another, patrolled the 
entire area between Dongri and Back Bay from nightfall 
tiil dawn, and arrested all Europeans without p-isses from 
ihe Secretary to Government, “all coffraes (Zam^ibar 
slaves} they' might find in a greater number limn two 
together or armed with swords, knives, sticks or bludge¬ 
ons," all runaway slaves,* n'ti bers. housebrenker?., drm i- 

> Rambay rrswllecr MstfrinW, XXVI, Puft 111. fifucesAi- 
nsl 9 , 11 , J 19 . 

> The Govorniaeiit al this period ti^ no direct l™rt ’a ^lW‘' 

arranifeinentsi, „ave as Jvtlicei ot Hie nf < 

Warden's Repert pI t&io m Morloy * DiRett of Report- 

cd Catea in Indiap 1 U 45^- 

^ Bombiiy tpBiTetiEfii" MXKVl, Pari HI, |p. 
further dclniNi-^ 

* The import and e,iK>rt of !.lav« at Hfiitbay Was forbiddeii 

by a Proctnmstior or *<iith Fehtoory, iBos (sM rhlrtv 

jiid March. dtoeV Bui the trade wa* still earned on lllloHj (hirtj 
year* later, Fofilftnier, the Freach Viee.Con»ut at Bmi*. de.^ 
i^btn? hi* Voyaice from Bombay le the Per*Min Gulf m ih^y. 
remirLdi—" H ^avait tn>ur passagersquelques PetaanS et dm* 
te^ir, idJUiinicfi*. En non* cnquerint de I'oPigOM! decesdet- 
SWs t| K trouv* IJM C'i ■taienl dcs regre* acheto* i Bombay 
auK bateau* qai vlenncrtt deacotp* d’Afrique el ne manquenl 
dVn%“' 74 . I**" drhsrqiie dan* dr* palanquim. ru di-nai 
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ken snilor^i «n(^ soldiers out of bouniJis* \n aipilfi of these 
tueasurest robbcfA’ and violence withoui the Town gales 
tiouri&hed oncliecketli and at length in i77gt the 
Instance of the Grand Jaryp* additional sepojs wete 
enrolled for night duty ^iP the woods and aarts^ and « 
proper civil police department was organized undoc an 
officer styled the Ljeulenani of Police. The first holder 
of this post was Mr- James 1 oddp who was vested with 
folt power to conduct enquiries^ issue suminonses and 
pursue all legal measure? for the detection and eradica¬ 
tion of crime. * 


The Dirtclofs of ihtt Eiist India Company however 
looked WTth scant favour ttpon the appointment, chlefiy 
because the olficer's salary was piud from the Company's 
coffers* and suggested the imposition of a tan to cover 
the cost of an appointment which was so manifestly 
tor the public benefit. After some di^ssion thercfoie 
the post of Lkutenant of Police was aboli.Khed and that 
of Deputy of Police with a salary of Rs, jooo per annum 
was created in 1780* the cost of the appointment and of 
the general force being defrayed from the coujity assess- 
mctit.'* Mr. James Todd was appointed to this post by a 
subsequent order of the Court of Sessions.^ In 1779 
Lieutenant of Police had laid before Government a draft set 
of police reguIntSonsi based upon notifications and orders 
previously issued from time to time at the Presidency and 


Lv d« ei lii Joc 1 r. 

itU, moyenfljiftt un ks^r ci^deau ; ll* f! 

andit nue re ^ont malrtot^ ou dca doaie^ltqurs* rl 

vend X e^l« acliem tan* ffrimde dimcull^. On rn e^pikbe 
m^a tsne grande quantity dans ( mtenrur. 

1 Merley^ Vol- 11 1 4^- 

> S..b»fc,uc«.ty the Grand Jury J* 

J«meH Todd n public nMp«nCC md hi. effict of * 

gerauB tendency Bint eatnesdy reeomtMiid.d I tth-r. & 

Mdy Bb0]i.h«d BU B« only for 

[tBWilIe is Bl htnd Id enforce it. Biilhofity. bir J. Mjit kmiesh in 

>[orley, II, 513* -ri. ■ 1 

• In ijoo Mr. Todd w»» tried for eorruplion. " ^hc pnot^ 
wilneit. BKninst him (n. musi Blwuys happen) was 'U* 
uer of bribes. He eapalialed oO I he danger to alt 
convicting them on such icstimony : but in npitc Of Ln Whit¬ 
by declaring all bt»ck aReota incredible, would rrf^er all w^te 

villains si!cu?r. be w*s cof.virted, though-!0O leni.nl a 

—ehf wiiM only repHrrtanidBdl and ‘buffered lo hi 

V|4-«rTr%" Hr fil.t' 
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approved by His Mui^ty's Tostiees : and the« 

gulai,onsware=oi,rirtned f«id 

1 “ Z; followed h, .h, ‘"'7 

for Calcutta and It was further laid doi%n « 

Bench of Justices during the recess of 

bo aulhoriaed from time to tune to make an> ne 

alterations and amendments id the c(»de | 

snbieet to their being affirmed or reversed at the Gcne^l 

Quarter Sessions of the Peace neat ensuing 
olteratians and amendments had been made, an y 
be in force tilt then^ ^ 

The police arrange me Ilt^^ however were ^liU Tar 
perfect; and in 1787 the Grand Jury weie forced to protest 
most strongly ag linst ■■ ihe jet inefficient state of cverj 

branch of the police", and to point out that “ that part of 
it which had for iU object the personal security ^ 

habitants and their property was not sufficiently t 
to prevent the frequent repetition nf murder, felony 
every other species of atrociousness.' * The ■ 

animadverted upon the difficulty of procunng ^^'tworthj 
servants ; upon the defective condition of the road- . 

!. the filthiness of some of the inhabitants, being un* 
commonly offensive and a real nuisance to the societj . 
upon the obstruction caused by the piling of cotton on ^ 

markets and various other matters 1 upon _ t^e 
Increase nf robberies and imehiy depredation , and ^ 
ed therefore for the appomimtot of a Committee o _ 
with full powers to frame regulations and c^ t m 
effect. Nothing however was done; and ’''W ® 

Grand were obliged to return to the attack, and dc- 

1 Th»»B were ihe nnlv rcifuliitiDnii for the better 

“'‘■';^dTn?heC^wt''.rfOrer»n 3 6^X 

Aprit.^ 7 fio. Pficla«elie^s and reRidmler. h«l been 

iMucd inljfifl. Mortey, tt, 485- _ 

. Bambay Gaxeitrer Maleriali, XXVI, til, 64- 
I M .rtev II. I Letter from Chief Seerctafy m Guvernjneiil 
PrL^dem^of the PJice Cem-lltee. .3mi Bombey Gazetteer 
Meleriels. XXVI, dy. 

' Moriey, II, 4'’*- 
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mand an immediate enquiry inlij the state of the police 
forced Th\s repreiiciitatioii resulted In the passing of the 
Poltce Act of 1793 * and in 1794 the Deputy of Policep who 
had been mcleded in His Majesty^s conamksion of the 
peacep had his title chiin;^^d to that of Superintendent of 
Police,* 

In ijgs His Majesty’s Justices reviewed the condition 
of the patrdl^stablishmentt and, m vieiv of ihe fact that 
the system of espionage in Dongri and the woods had 
proved ivholly ineffectivep (hey decided to post two consta¬ 
bles to each division (which then numbered 14 in Dongti 
and the woods) and to distribute t^o peons in the divisions 
according to circumstances* They at the same time 
abolished an establishment of round-guardsp mHintalned 
lip to that date by the arrack^farmerj one clerk of militiap 
4 havildars and B6 sepoys, who had been employed at n 
cost of Ks. 31S per mensem. Traffic In stolen goods wm 
at ttiiii dale One of the most lucrative professtions and 
obliged the Jualices of the Peace in 1797 to nominate in¬ 
dividual goldsmiths and shroffs as public pawn-brokers for 
a term of fise years, on condition that they gave security 
for good conduct and furnished the police with regular 
returns cf valuable goods sold or purchased by them/ 
Other fruitful sources of complaint were the roads and the 
markets, which led in the ^ame year to the department oi 
the Surveyor of Roads being placed in charge of the 
Superintendent of Police, w^hile in jSoo the old office of 
Cferk of the market w^as also annexed to that appointment. 
Towards the close of iSoi the Chiefship of Mahim was 
abolished and that portion of hi a duties which related to 
police and mage-sterial matters was also vested in the 
Siiperintcndentp a course whkh obliged the aathQritiei! 
to create an additional appointment of Deputy Supcrintcii- 

^ MarEsy, tt, 

» In the ktiiervMl he had been tiyled Deputy of Police and High 
CcmstAble i hut no evidence i* IWtheoming a* to when the office 
of High Can iMlble wm Annexed to ihal of Deputy of Police- 
Itr. HaitidAy Was Appoinled High CofifltAhlo in 
Frmnciit Dordon held the posn in an a ulAry of K*. 100 al 
month, ProbAhiy the office of High ConiUible WAS cruted priDr 
to 17 S 0 . ^ortey, Vol, 11 , 490 P In 17 ^ the town cunsAied of one 
EisropeAB conttAbla OQ tla. 35 , 13 native ccaatablej and 41 peon'-- 

* BombAy Caurier, 41I1 FehruAry, 1797. 
a-16 
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dentoflkiatinffin the Mebim dUiricU The 

deftt M Ibis date also ertrustcd vuth 

minor duties soch as that of Secretary to the Beiidins^s 

ComtniUw and member of the Town Committee. 

The inefficiency of the police force was a subject of 
constant complaint during the opening years of the nine¬ 
teenth century, ihat a Police Committee was appointed m 
,809 to suggest measures for improving »l and rendering^it 
lessobnonloustothepoWic. Sir James Mackintosh m his 
last address to the Grand Jury (i8t ij spoke strongly of the 
system of unauthorined punishment by the police at the 
police office, which then existed, and was corroborated by 
Turkinwho compared the slow and cautious progress 01 
the Icgiriaiurc in Bombay with the rapid acquisition by 
the Bombay police of powers of inflicting corporal punish- 

ment, “neither moderate nor reasonable," bnnishmcEit and 
public hard labour upon their victims. "A Superintendent 
of Police ", he added, “ may arrest 40 men in the morning ; 
he may try, convict and condemn ibcin in the forenoon, 
and he may close the day by exercising the royal preroga¬ 
tive of pardon towards them alL- These circumstances 
led to the promulgation of Rule, Ordinance and Regula- 
lion 1 of jSia, drafted by Sir James Mackintosh, whereby 
the active functions of the police were vested in a Deputy, 

ihe control and deliberative powers in a Supenntcr en 

General of Police, and the power of ap^tnimg 
10 suborditiate posts in the force in a body ot Dm. lona 
Magisiratc-s, who together with the Superintendent met 
„nce a month as a Bench to consider all matters con¬ 
nected with the police. The Regulation also provided 
for the inclusion in the police establishment o t e mu ^ 
Jams of each caste in the island, and further for e 
appointment of a sufficient number of turopean Con- 
Sables, appointed by the Justices at the Quarter Sh.- 
sions.’ Even this reorganiaation failed to place nnj 
appreciable check upon crime. Gangs of criminals burn¬ 
ed ships in Bombay waters In order to defraud the msot- 
ance companies.! robberies by armed gangs took place m 

1 Boitibay Courier, July 1811, Mofley, Vel. Il, p. S''* 

1 VU* KiilCfy uf All Paras gang (i8lo) m Times of ^>dia, 
July ^7, iS7Je 
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various parts at ihs l^tandp^ ard nearly cv^^ry householder 
was corn pell ed to employ private ivaichmen who niT^til or 
might a01 be in league with the desperados cjf the lower 
garters^ Parity on this account and partly by reasor of 
a rapid Increase in the occupied area the police force was 
largely augmented in the Bench of Justices increase 

lug their contrihuiioTi to Government for police charges 
to Rs* 10^000 per atinum i white in 1H44 a succession of 
harbour robberiesp perpetrated by gangs who sailed 
round in boats from Back Bay , led 10 the constitulion of a 
floating police force under n Deputy Superintendenl on 
Rs. 500 per mensem,' 

Up 10 the year 1856* Indeed^ little was done tow^ards 
checking criminality in spite of increased expenditure on 
the police forceHousebreakirtg was rife in ColabnK 
Sonapur* Girgaum and Kalbadevi ; ^ and continual cewn- 
plaints of dishonesty among the European constables and 
of the gross Inefficfency of the native rank and file were 
received both from private persons and from public bodies, 
notably the Chamber of Commerce^' These complaints, 
coupled with other drcumstanccs of a t|uestionabTe nature 
induced the Bombay tiovernTnCrtt to Institute a searcbiilg 
enquiry into the whole subject in 1855 and, the ^inquiry 
having amply prov'ed the prevalence of w'holesale corrup¬ 
tion In the police force, drastic executive measures were at 
Once taken and Act XJN of was pzissed for the futunc 
constitution and rcgutfttlon of the force. The credit for (he 
introduction of these drastic reforms and for the restomUon 
of public confiderice by 1S57 belongs entirely m Mr. 
Korjett, who was appointed to the Immediate conimnnd 
of the polke in 1855 and at once Instituted a thorough 
enquiry- for which he was peculiarly well fitted by reason of 


’ Bombay Courier * starch i^ 27 ' 
live of an OverlAtid JoUffie>', 


EtwcMd;-! Nnr«- 

--- By iieceirilinE ta 

Mn- PoHlnnv (WiMlcm tudli In 1838), msUerw had un¬ 

proved ftnd rebberis^ had become Far lesi Fr^qucftl. 

" BomliAy Au^^l id. i 8J4. The fir+t holder of tb«s 

Appointment was Mr. Duolop, jrrd ajisi^tAiU to the ainaler 
AlfeniLant of the Dockyard. One Famous wmt: knO*n 

ihc Bandar Gatig (*ee Donibtiy Timr^. a^nd heb* itilSh 


■ Bomlwy Timc^i, Jaly, JI+ 18^4. 

* Report of Bombay Chambi-'r of Com merer,1854 5,1. pp. n-u? 

Bombay Ttmes. Sept erti her i 5 p iSjH- 
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hisoaturikl aciilBness, past services, and Iinjfuistic ability, * 
The value of his services may be gauged from the fact that 

whereas in 1855 'Jn^' *3 P^f 

recovered, the (imount recovered in 1856 was 59 

and further that in 1S39 a representative body of name 

gentlemen presented an siddress of thanks to him and 

subscribed “a sum of upwards of ^f, 3 ™ sterling for the 

purpose of offering to him a more enduring token of their 

jfralitude and esteem 

Ael XI 11 was shortly afterwards amended by Act XL V 111 
of iSSo, which legali«d further , changes designed to in¬ 
crease the efficiency of the force and gave the police wider 
powers for the regulation and prevention of nuisances. 
Since July tgoa all previous enactments have been annulled 
in favour of Bombay Act t\' of 190J, which vests the 
entire control of the city police force in the Commissioner 
of P’cilice. The office of Commissioner dates from the year 


I Ur. Forietl had been a Faultlar i but had risen to Ihe post of 
Seperintendml in the mofossil. Sir, K, K. Kabraji (^luiniscenes 
oraffv vears agoj writes Al * time when the public safely was 
anile liisecure, when the city Was ittfrited by desperate Ot 

thieves nnd Other maJefactOrS, he (Forjetl) had lo 0*1 all bts 
wortderrut energy and acoteness lo breaJs tfutir Mwer and rid the 
cilv of their presence* He strengthened and refomi^ the police, 
which bad been powerless to com with tbrm* There w» a 

notorious band Of mhlelic rnffiinsin Bft*,tarCateStrecl,CDna<»lln* 

ebiellr of Parsls. They used to Occupy sorter sing ground, 
from which they swooped down on their prey. Their rUily acts of 
crime and violence wereCOOiMllted with impunity, and their names 
wero whispered by mothers to hush their children to silence, 

'■ 1 may hero give a pcreonal inalance of Ihe insecurity of the 
limes. As t Was returning one night with my father iKm the 
Ontnl road theatre in a carriage, A ruffian prowling about m the 
dark at Falkland rOad •natched my gold embroidered cap and ran 
away with iu The road had been newly huill and went through 
tields and wfMsIe land. Khetwadl, as its name implies, was ^o 
an Bwrtcullural district. Grant rand, Fniktand foad, and Khel- 
wadiwere then lonely [daces on the ouubirls of the city, and U i* 
no wonder that wayfarers in these JocalUie* could nmer be secure 
of nursu Of pentpn. But On the Bsplarade, under the very walls 
of the Ftwl, tfccuffc^ inaUnces vjDleuCC highway 

robbery which went practically unchecked. * ;*’* 0/ 

offenders were soldiers IhemMlve*, They used to lie »n wait for 
a likely caniagcwlth a rope thrown across the mad, nod On the 
antiroacll of the vehicln they raised the fope so that the home 
stumbled and fell, and then they riBed the oeeujmnu cf the carnage 
at their leisure. It was Mr. Forjett whose vigilance and activity 

trough I all this crying scandal to an end. ^ also Gen. Adm. 

Rep, ISss-sC 1 1858-591 and suppleoient to Bombny Times, Jjrri 

June i0|8+ t 
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1864 when Crt the reeomnli^rtdalion of Colonel Bruee the 
Bombny Potiee wAn greatJy strengihened 10 correspond 
livith the forces: m Caleuita and Madr^is. Me proposed lo 
iiniie the appointments of Police Com miss [oner 4ind ^!llni- 
cipat Commissioner ^ but this suggestion was negntivad 
and the senior officer of the police force w'as appointed 
Commissioner of Police. 

A staternenl showing ihe total slrengtb of the potke 
force nt dtffereTil periods from 1865 lo 1909 is sub- 
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Por police purposes the city is divided mlo 7 divisions* 
each in charge of a Superintendctit; and these are again 
rub-divided into seclions^ each in charge of an inspector 
nided by a siib*inspecior. The senior native police ofiicer 
in each section is a jamedar* who is assisted by a havil- 
dar. Naiks and ^nd class constables are engaged on 
patrol dut}s and 3rd and 4th class constables on fined or 
other posts. As a general rule two-thirds of ihe force 
are always employed on night-duty and the remainder 
on day-duty. The Water Police dc^tls with crime in the 
harbourp including Oyster*rock, Middle Ground and Cross 
Island Battcrie?* and Butchers Islaadt helps to presenc 
order on ships of all eountriesp watches for the import 
or oirport of slaves 1 reports the arrival of .4rab ndven¬ 
turers and assists the Port 1 -lealih Officer to carry out the 
provisions of Bombay Act VI of 1S67.* The police in 

* Prior to ifi6i itio Water Police were eoelrolled by a Super- 

intendent and the Innil paJjce by *11 Assistant Deputy Cornmr*- 
4ion.er« nnd the (wo bodies wtre imrOFUweled with One another. 
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Kh^ docks form a separate division and j^uard the gates 

and wtiafvcB. TKc Criminal Invcstigaiion Department, 
which iii under the Immediate' control of the Police Com¬ 
missioner, consists of ft Depul}' Commisisioiicr, Superin- 
lendcnt, 6 inspectors, 7 sub-inspectors and native officer!" 
and men, and attends to all serious crimes in any part of 
the jsliuid : while the L division, divided Into two sections 
of armed and unarmed. Is employed in emergencies, acts 
as an escort for treasure and prisoners and r«rnishes 
guards to lock-ups. The unarmed section Is utllbed nt 
processions. levc^Ss, public meetings and fires to keep 
order in the streets. ' The mounted police under a 
commandant patrol various parts of the city and ar« 
utilised in emergencies. The subordinnio police force is 
chiefly rcetuiicd from the Marathas of the Koiikan and 
the Muhammadans of the Deccan, the minimum standard 
of height required being 5 4 incbcs* 
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< PfoiE iBj 9 to 18S7 the Fire h'» manned by 

Since lUe lalirr dale the HBnicipalily iuis been solely fespDflSthIc 
for lb* brigade. 
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CrsTTiknal c]A$j^c±i and foreigners are well represented 
jn the city. The Mhnr mid Mang dacoit from the 
Oecciiiip the Kalhijiwari beggar, the Waghri thief, the 
l^ardesi and the Fathan all find a home in the more 
crowded quarters; and, while kjsually following some 
trade and calling, are not averse to thieving and honae- 
breakhg* In fact the bulk of the ordinary crime of the 
city is the ivork of people from other parts of India, who 
make constani U4se of the train-service to and from Bofn* 
bay* The local population of the city is generally law- 
abiding; while the existence of the properly conducted 
Sailors* Home and the construction of the Prince a and 
Victoria Docks have practically put an entire stop to 
dlsorderlines^ on the part of sailors- On occasioni^ such 
as an outbreak of famine, an increase of crime occurs in 
the opty" and is usually obviated by wholesale deportiition 
of immigrantsp The number of criminal!s at work in 
Bombny is e^timated at from 3,000 to 4.1000 ; and during 
the last 19 years nearly f,ooo have been registered on 
release from jails+ During the same period 80 rorelgners 
(Artibs) w^ere deportedp and the same action was taken 
under Act lit of 1864 In the case of 134 tor^lgn (Eu- 
ropcan) procurers. The average number of vagrants 
and bad characters annually dealt w'ith iss about rao, the 
former being sent to the Governmetit workhouses and 
the latter being convicted and lodged In jail lo default of 
furnishing security* 

A statement of the details of cases reported by the police 


is subjoined :— 
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Between 1873 and 188S the cost of the Bombay Police 
was recovered from the Municipality in accordance witli 
sections 137 and 138 of Bombay Act JU of ifiyj, and after 
the latter date according to scciion 63 nf Bombay 
Act HI of i88S* Tn 1Q07 Bombay Act was passed, whereby 
Government have Uticn upon themaelves ibe whole burden 
of the Police-charges* ivhile the cost of pnrtiary education 
and within certain limits the cost of medical relief in the 
city is defrayed by ihe Municipal Corporation. The Fort 
Trust pays a moiety of the cost of ihe Water Police and 
the entire cast af the Police employed In the docks. 

The following table shows the cost of the Bombay Cily 
Police from 18^7 to 190S 


Vw. 

Cl»E P« 
tboiIHOjl- 
of Ropsew. 1 

Vmt, 

1 

C^tUt 1 
llwMiilanda 
OfRuflrK^L 


1 dwiJiHlld-B 
^ Rupert. 

‘997 


1931 1 

«p04 

1995 


iSgS 

7.^ 

IgOi 

7i7J 

[906 

8,37 

1899 

7.59- 


! 7.9f 

1907 

8,159 

1900 

7.95 

1904 

7.9J 

igoS 

' 9r7S 


No definite reference to the esListence of a jail in Bombay 
occurs until the year 1671, when Gerald Auiigicr proposed 
to the Court of Directors that a ** fair common-house 
should be built* containing chambers for the courts of 
justice* warchousesi and prisons for several offenders." 
Prior to that date* in all probability, a portion of Bombay 
Castle was utilised as a jail ; and local residents affirm 
that olFenders wxre incarcerated in a portion of the old 
ramparts covering the site of the modern Mint road.* 
.\ungier’s fair common-bonse^ now' known as Mapla For, 
was tn course of construetton in t6ya and was ultimately 
completed in 167&* the portion reserved for a jail being the 
ground Boor of a row of tuildifigs facing the banaar* from 
which the prisoners w'ore able to beg relief of the passers- 


^ >Jr. Dinftljm E. WacbK writeA:—In the .Mmt roiid, Fort^ 
Ell a nariherty direcfien a pan of the aA4 mmpni-Ei was said to be 
a j»il in the lime af the PortugvMc* J remember to have seen it 
i>Hei] ai a boy, before the miDpiirEs were reaioved.” 
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by** It to ihh jail that the Roman Catholic prlesil 
who converted one Nathaniel Thorpe was committed 
V^auxe on the niti April 1667* * and here 
too perhapa Rama Kamati was at confined by 

Governor Boone when erroneously convicted of treason¬ 
able dealings with AngriB. Between when ihc 

Court House was removed to Rama Kamati s biiildiii|^Si 
and Jf 2 S no reference to a prison can be traced, 
hut it seems probable that at least durin^^: the later 
period prisoners were -confined in Dong;ri fort near 
the site of the present European General llospitaln^ 
The question of improving this fort and convenin|f it 
into a permanent jail was raised by the Justices in 1728* 
and the Bombay Council resolved that this proposal should 
be earned Out at a cost ol Rs, sooo which was to be 
raised br a t£ix upon both European and f'Jative inhabit¬ 
ants.-’ The work, how'Cver> was eventuaily shelved andi to 
judge by contemporary recordsi, a separate building wws 
erected close to the Fort at a cost of Rs- 5000. In 1739* 
w^hen the Bombay Council apprehended the possibititj of 
a Maratha invasion, Dongri fort >vns strengthened and 
the prison at Dongri was demolished 1 the inmates being 
accommodated in a house belonging to a Modi or licensed 
victual lor f situated within 200- paces of the Fort+at a 
rental of Rs. 2^ ^ month, and this house was apparently 
utilii^fed ai^ a prison until 1745 when it had fallen into con¬ 
siderable disrepair** ** The house rented by the Honour¬ 
able Company of the Mods at Rs. 3 j a montls/^ remarked the 
Council in March of that yeaf| used for the county 

prison I requiring such costly repair as neither the JTodi nor 
I he county ngree to meet, and considering that the 


* Bombay Gazrttecr ^talerimll Itl., pp* 4 and 6 ofl. j*il oc¬ 
cupied the ■N'l-l or Bohm. Bal'iUir front of the Cour t It Ou^ ■■hi^ li 
I he crnlrml niin itt the encToflure now Itudwti a# Uaplm Por, The 
jail was Still in ihis buitding in i 657 . The practice ef 
pttAonm ftupperl IhcfUflelvet by beififutg through the tmrs of their 
cclti wa* long cofUinued in E-n^and, and waf in force Ltil a recen 
date in Goa^ 

* Pri^ners coEild hardly have been kept lO 

when the Sidli rai«d bftttcfie* On tli* hiU. On Ihfl ot^^ 
hand £>Onicri foi^ had been med as a pr^n some time Ueioro 
ijsfi* { P'fdr Bombay GnsE-clieer MfttcriHJit H- ^tjaml JJJ* 3 U 

■ Botfibay Gaactioer ^daieriaJi, til- 604. 

^ Bombay GazCftoer ^Jaterimh^ ITL 609 (foOt-nOte ^|p 
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*:ounty has aJreiJdy Jaid out Rs. 5000 in building tbc 
prison at DongrI since demolished upon erecting the new 
Tartiilcation, it is agreed that sorne of the lower rooms of 
tlie house In the Marine Vard be appropriated for a 
prison,* *’' 

Grose^ ^i^'ritSng of island a few years prinr to 
describes '‘a small untenable little fort on Dongri Point of 
no defence and which series now for ihc lovvrt prssoji for 
debtors or critninals/' and apparently Dongri fort conti¬ 
nued to be u^d as a jatl until its demolition in 1769^“^ But 
from that date the originjtl proposal of 1745 acted 
upon and prisoners were UMiged tn the Marine \ardh The 
accommodation thtis provided was far from satisfactory* 
Debtors and felons had to be incarcerated together owing 
to lack of space i the proceeds of the county cess levied 
On the householder for jail pui'pt>ses were not sufficient to 
keep the buildings in proper repair ; and on three occasions 
the Grand Jun’ drew the attention of Government to the 
ruinous state of the jalL As a result of these representa^ 
tionsGov'crnmcnt decided in 1777 that the jaJI w'as ^‘ruinouH 
insecure and unfit for the use to which It w'as putt' nnd 
suggested firstly the conversion of a part of Fort George 
into a jail and subsequently the extension of the Marine 
Yard jai 1.1 The cost of both these projects prohibked 
their being executed, and^ save for certain alterations 
carried out In 1779 and designed to separately' accorrimodate 
debtors and criminalsJt nothing w’hs done until '^hen 

a plot of land w as purchased at (Jmarkhadi and the present 
jail was commenced. It was completed in 1804 during-thc 
governorship of Jonathan Duncan .and bears an inscription 
to that effect On its w'estefii gateww%^ A Few years 
later the Umarkhadi Jail proved too small for the ccmveniefii 
nccotnmodation and employment of all convicts^ and the 
House of Correction at Byculla was accordingly built, 
prisoner^ btirig admitted into It for the first rime in 18*7.^ 


* Bcimhay Cmacllecr Nnteriiils, EL iSa, 51J and HL 3 J- 

■ Gfose^a Voyage ii> the Ea»l lndie!i. C 49- Bombay Ga*e|iecf 
^Tarerials. H, 37 ^ 277 * 

‘ Boenbay CaJettecr MaterSal*. Ill, tflO, ^m, 

^ Bonib.ay GHStelleer Jll, 

* PreimWo of Reg. llL. Bombay Coarier^ I4lh Jidy iSaj* 
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Thii Utimrkhadi Jail, which in situfitedio Dotigritii now 
known as His Majesty’s Comiflon Prison, and 1 * cal'ctl by 
the peopio the *'ywn« THrun^” nr Old Jait- Built upon 
rocky and welt-drained ground, it occupies an area ot 
io,G 74 square yards. The Civil Jail is located within 
the walls of the Common Prison, being divided by a wall 
from the criminal side. The staff consists of a superin¬ 
tendent,’ a jailor, a matron, a hospital assistant and 23 
warders, of whom the four first named and a clerk are 
aecommodalcd in the prison. The Presidency Surgeon. 
3riJi District, is ex-oj^cro medical officer of the prison. 
The criminal portion is divided into □ hard labour yard. 
olKces, lioapital, runiahment cells, female yard, and 
quarantine yard, and provides accommodation for tEi 
male and 31 female prisoners. Tlie hospital has room for 
33 beds. N’atlve criminals sentenced to death, trajiS|x)rt- 
aion or imprisonment by tlw High Court, all female pri¬ 
soners, native prisoners awaiting Iheir trial, and th«e 
sentenced to n term of imprisonment not exceeding 
one year are confined in the Common Prison. As 
the prison is intended only for those undergoii^ com¬ 
paratively short terms of imprisonment, extensive fat- 
tom- operations are not possible, and the prisoners 
are usually employed in picking old cordage, grind- 
ing. spinning and the maniifttfture of cloth for their 
own use. The daily average number of prisoner con¬ 
fined in the Common Prison during tqoS w as 403 mclu - 
ing females, iind the cost of the institution amounted 

to Rs. 36,391. 

The Civil Jail, which was formerly known as the 
Government Workhouse, is located within the walls of 
if. .M’s. Common Prison, but has a separate cntraii^. 
It comprises a large dormitory with accommodation for 
36 males, a separate building for females and cells for 
Europeans with an exercise yard. The stalf const,sls o 
u clerk, S warders and a menial, the Supcrlniendertt of the 

•Common Prison being Superintendent an ^Jai or 

of the Civil Jail. Defaulting debtors, persons who tmi 
to pay Government dues or the amount of forfeited bo^, 

1 L’pte 1878 the Sheriff «*» in chitrire “f P"”*" 

Commfwi Jmkt. 
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Hud femaks siicd^fdr restitution of conju^n rights are 
liable to incarceration in thisjallH The practice of com* * 
mitling leokale debtors to this Jail was discontinued in 
1894+ The prisoners are fed at the cost of the judgment- 
creditors atid are not. forced to do any work. The daily 
average number of prisoners confined in the Civil Jail 
during 1906 was zi and the cost of the institution 
amounted to Rs. 237^* 

The Hou^e of CorreclJont which was opened at Byeulla 
in 1827, has accommodation for 262 pr soners, the prisson 
proper accommodating 2*6 and the prison hospilnK jb- 
Both European and Native convicts are admitted to this 
institution I a yard capable of accommodating 30 being 
set apart for the former* In the case of natives, only 
those sentenced by the [^residency Magistrates" court*i 
to terms of imprisoninent for one year and uptvards are 
admitted into this prison ; while all European prisoners. 
whether sentenced by the Presidency \fagkstrates or 
Naval authorities tn Bombay (under the Naval Discspliiie 
Act) are received into this instkutloiii. The prison also 
serves as a depot for ex^military convicts awaiting de¬ 
portation, after having been convicted and sentenced 
by the Civil power and discharged in consequence from 
the army* Native prisoners under remand or a^vaiting 
trial before the High Court Sessions arc not accom¬ 
modated in this prison.* 

The staff comprises a Superintendent, JaJlorp 3 Eu¬ 
ropean w’arders and 23 native wardersp of whom the two 
fir^-named olficiaTs have quarters in the prison and the 
native warders are accommodated in a huHding behind 
the prison^ The manufacture of coir matting is carried 
on in the prison snd has nequired a considerable reputa¬ 
tion* > The daily nvemge ntimber of prisoners in 19^^ 
was 3t6(7 Europeans and 209 natlvesj, and the cost oi 
the institution was Rs, 32,156. 


‘ DDfiDBiS(j3thi» ri4e *ra. rcl„eJ. >» mlih-m l«c d>yi T^S 
who hhl b«ii *rre*lc4 for riotjoB h^d to be inCaV' 

vwat td^ 

.** “>■ "Hiiilnsr >njii»«f«ciiired ore known M 

•**word werk). “*nnietl ■ (open work) «‘bmeh ' (for 

doorw»») jjjd ' (for rertenrtjt Other coir »rliele,t made 

*if4 hand rubber for fafu»heR, baat^r^ndvra, etc. 
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Besides the prisons mentioned above^ Bombay eontnin^ 
eight lock-ups us shown below : — 


NamMetf L.<Kt(4ifH. 
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Prior to 1865 suspected persons were detained in 
the various police from day to day ; but since that 

date the chmih's are cleared every nighi and remanded pri¬ 
soners are lodged in jail, * 

There are two Government work-houses attached to the 
prisons rvifeiTed to above. The one contiguoits to the 
House of Correction Is intended for male v*grflfits. The 
female work-house established In 1SS4 is in the civil 
JaiL Europeans and Eurasians who are declared vagrants 
under Act IV of 1874 are detained m this institution 
until employment is fouiid for them or their friends ofTer 
to take charge of them. In some cases they are shipped 
to Europe. Vag:rants are received from all parts of the 
Presidenej ^ The male vagrants are generally employed 
in cooking, in attending to the work-house garden. In 
mending and repairing Governmcnl clothes and in opening 
and plaiting coir for the prison factory. The females 
-keep the premises clean and do a certain amount of 


t Times of India, Septentbcf 7 , 

* The Govcmnumt wopk4ioiii» la ato 

111 bed in 190 ^ Vigr-^ta ar* hroogbl to and pnt m Ih^e 

wopk-honieS' 
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needlework and pick old cordage. All well behi^vcd v ag- 
rants are allowed on certain day^ in the week to go out on 
a pass to seek employment and a letter Is addressed weekly 
to the Shipping Master^ Bombay, informing him of the 
number of seamen, hremen^ elo^, in the insitilutlon* Deser^"^ 
ing cases receive some assistance from the fund!* placed at 
the disposal of the president of the committee of manage- 
ment* Divine serviGe is held every Sunday morning and 
the Uoman CatholiG Chaplain attends once a month* The 
OIBcers of the Prisons are est-pnicio governor!? and depiity 
governors of the work-hou.ses. The managing committee, 
under whose direction the governors work, consists of the 
Chief Presidency iMaglstrate as President and Second 
Presidency *Magistratet ihe rnspector-Generul of Prisons, 
the Municipal Commissioner and the CoPcctor of Bombay. 
The male and female work-house?^ provide accommodatiOit 
for males and females respectively: 


1 

1 

Daily aver¬ 
age number 
of Vhjtra'atA. 

toiei cMt 

of ■ '’i™*'"'*"- 

dree per 

?kf^e W0rk*heu«e 

1 emate 4-1* 

j6 

9.4"! ^74 

3j 


The bLstory of the Bombay garrison commences with the 
arrival in 1665 of the remnants of Sir Abraham Shipman's 
contingent, which originally left England In 166a. At the 
latter date the force wa^ composed of four companies of 
a hundred men apiece with a full complement of officers; 
but when it rinally reached Bombay with Humphrey Cooke 
jifter a disastrous sojourn on the island of .Angediv, it 
numbered only 97 privates, ^ laergeantSi, 6 corporals, 4 
dnimmerst one ensigng a provosUmarsliall^ a surgeons, 
one gunsmith and a gunner's mate with 23 pieces of cannon 
and BjS rounds of shot. * Prior to 166S, when the 
iiiland passed from the Crown to the Ka^t fndia Compati%', 
little had been done towards strengthening the garrison in 
^plte of Sir Oervase Lucas" advice that it should be iti- 
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trfeased to j\.oo men * * : and late (ui D^c^mber 1667 the 
total !btreiig:th of the forces whs Only 28s p of whom 93 iverc 
English, and the re^t l-Veoch. Portuguese and tNeccanics 
(probably Hiftdu rceruilji from ih^ Decean)," But (his con¬ 
dition was soon rectShed by the Court of Directors whOp 
according to the terms of agreement between themselves 
and the Croivn^ were bound to prov Ide a proper garrison for 
the island. Their catty letters to the President and Coun¬ 
cil at Surat emphasize the desirability of a military^ reser\^e 
and of forming trained bands or militia to supplement the 
farce recruited direct from England ' and by the close of 
i66g Lho President wits able to inform the Directors that 
the garrison consisted of two companies oi English, 
French, Dutch, and Portugutfse soldiers and a native militiin 
There is little doubt that the garrison would have con¬ 
tinued to increase, had the revenues of Bombay more 
nearly sufficed to meet the e^ependiture* But at this date 
the cjuestlon of the ownership of Irmd was still unsettlcdi 
and the gtmvLng dclickncy of revenue obliged the Com¬ 
pany to order considerable retrenchments, such us the 
reduclton of the turn European comprinies to One of a6o 
men,* the review of the salary of the English Captain in 
charge of the compxmy which was fixed at ^ year,^ 

and the reduction of the pay of the Portuguese soldiers 
from lajj^ xeraphins to io| xeniphins a months 

During the latter half of the seventeenth centurj' the 
Directors^ conLinuous cry was for reduction and retrench¬ 
ment until such time as trade had increased and the ishind 

^ Sir G. hucM' Report upon Boe^bsy^ Jontiaiy- iKih^ i66^>6e. 

* H* Gpiry'a letter to hw MajttCy the King> D^mhuT latbp 1^67* 

til a tetter of the aa me 4*to to the Eatl of Ct^readoo^Gary feuiitrhed 
ikat the Karri40n charges had somewhat IdcreaKed by tho build 
ingofnew roiii(iCAlioe!i, the ofiHslment ef addidonaJ soldiera to 
Kunrd Iheni, and hy the coal of a stabte of horaea prudenUaJly 
deatKUi^d by SirG. Luc&a for the entertaining of coTteapondrace 
frorfi the several pafli of this island opOrt occaaion^ " Me al¥0 ip- 
formed Lord AriinKton that Dutch alarina had rofced hint to enrol 
i^O Deccanien al m- total coei of " nWnth, while the mOpilhly 

coit of th c EurofieaEi IrOopa waji j(£ J 

* Court of DifccEora to Surat CounciL March and 

^ugt^f^t i^lh, 11^68, 

■ Bombay Town and Island Materiitap Pan IJL 68. 

* Court of EHrfcEors lo Sural Cotmeif, Augaat lllb» 167*^*^ 

'* Cominla'^iOTiPirp ni BOPibay to SurAl CounciN Decern ber Sih, 
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had become more populous ; and even aUerGcraJd Aungier 
had introduced hiS land-seuiement and had generalEy 
jtispired a spirit of peaceful progresjv, the Directors con¬ 
tinued to deprecate the manifest desire of their servants in 
Bombay to enlarge the garrison. The latter had certainly 
fair grounds for their action in the imhealthiness of the 
climate which was estimated to cause the deaths annually of 
one-lifth of the English forces^* ** and in continual alarms ol 
attack by the Dutch or French, Thus in 1672-73 in spile of 
the desire of the Court to the contrary p the total force on the 
lEiknd comprised In the Castle, a native companies 

of 250 men apiece ; (^) in the lown* 350 Infantry and 350 
lances of militiap under an English captdni tc) at IMahimi 
250 Infantiy and 350 lances under an English captain i 
at Mazagoni 150 infantry and igo ladces under Sir 
Alvaro Peres, the lord of the manor ; while (e) there was 
an additional force of 100 Moormen jxVIusalmans) and too 
Bhandjiiis, armed with clubs and bllUhchOks.- 

Aungier indecdp in spite of the avowed policy of re¬ 
trenchments did much tow^ards improving the .strengths 
and appearance of the garrison. Ho obtained sanction to 
the supply of uniforms for the troopsp be of one 

colour for the greater awe to the adversary'':* and he 
was permitted to retain up to 1676 two companies of 
European soldiers, numt>cring in all 400j of w hom 100 
were employed on the Company's shipa^ while the remain¬ 
der in bands of 75 gunrisoned the Castle in turn. In addi¬ 
tion to 3 companies of Portuguese black Chrlstiajis’V 
posted at Bombay, Mahlm and Mafagon and drilled at 
least once a month.* About the time of his death {167?) 
this militia consisted of boo meup all landowners of the 

* explain Shaxlon to the Court ef Dircclorji, Jftnuniy 3rd, 

* Captjdn ShikAtAi lethe Court of Director#, Jan, jrd, 1673, 
Edwardea" Kim of Bemlwy, 113, h il recoirded Lbat when the 
Dutch fleet actually appeaTed off Bombay Str A- Perea fled* hi^ 
aiAnor.of Maangon being cortfifcatod by lb* Council at Bombay 
a-1 a punflhmiml for bia cowardice and possible treachery. 

■ Court of Director* to Surat ConnclU Dec. lalh. 

* Auagter'* Report to the CouH of Directors^ I>ec. 15th 167?- 
He remarks in the report that mare canBdenCO COtitd be placed m 
the Moorsj Bandnreens {Bhandaris^ and Jentues (Hiodua^ 

Koli* and other*) than in the Fortcgucse Christian 9 ^ aa the former 

** are coarageoua and ahow aJfTeCtiOri and goad-w'ill f0 the Enghih 
Oovemmeni-'’ 
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wkili^ a cert Ain iitinibtir of Brsihmans and Banja?^ 
who wei"o unequal to btoring" arms contribut¬ 

ed lowArds its np-fcecp. A troop of^q horse was also 
raised iinder the command of Captain Keig^win and Conxt 
John Petit while the Port itself freshly supplied 
with 120 pieces of ordnance and ^ field pieces in their 
carriages.^ 

The mora/t of the forces t^-as however far from satis- 
factciy^ Drunkenness and disorders of various kinds 
common i disea^^o was rife : and there w^ts general 
and continuous dissatisfaction at the rales of pay 
allowed hy the company, ivhich nggravated fay the 

spasimpdic reductidns enjoined fay the nuthoriLies in 
EnglandEven the superior officers w^erc occasionally 
lacking in mdrals; and considered it a grlevanen to fee 
forbidden to enter the names of dead soldiers in the 
mustcr-roHs and them.helves draw the pay of the deceased/ 
These circumstances contributed tp enu;^ two mutinies in 
1674, in the earlier of which fifty or Nt^ty English soldiers 
fied to Malabar Hiil and thence to Ma^agon, but were 
subsequently persuaded to lay dowm ihek armsH 'fhe 
second mutiny was headed by CapLain Shnxton himself^ 
who was brought to trial and eventually pardoned ; and ot 
the three minor ringleaders, described by the Bombay 
Council as ^"dangerous bloody villains one was shot 
and the other two w-erc sfcntencicd to throw dice for their 
lives on a drum-head/' but wore subsequently pardoned^ 
This was the first occasion of the Company's exercise of 
martial law/ 

After Aungieris death the authorities in Bombay ittadc a 
pretence of following the orders for reduction so constantly 
urged upon them by the Court ^ but owning presumably 
to the length of time wasted in the receipt of despatches 


* Bombay Town and 1 Bland Materials^ Pan 111,, yt, 73 . 

" Rdwardcs' Ri^e of Bombay, 

■ Bombay Cauticil la Snnll, June l,|lb, riSjji Bosaliay Town 

Md laJand Mmlnialif Part HI. 70^ 75* *—The Msldiert were paid 
in tbe I ohi On ihpforflaer when p*^«ed in go 

drceintion beiiif^ JO per cenL adiI Ou Ibelallrr ib to iSjjec cent* 

* Bombey Council £0 Cmart, March i^lh, i6£a-bx. 

■ Bemlbay Conndl to CdUrl, Augu:v| jothi 

2.J7 
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from England ihey were on several occasions enabled 
to enlarge the garrifton and subse^quenrly plead poll ileal 
necessity for their action. Thus in 1(376 they acquiesced 
In the abolition of the post of CnpUun to the Bombay 
garrison and In the proposal to place a Lieutenant in 
charge of the two Companies^ which were thereupon 
styled the Governor's Company and the Deputy-Governor's 
Company ; they agreed to disband the troop of horse 
in 1679; and they carried ouc in t68o the reduction 
of the pay of the white Portuguese" from loj to 5 
xeraphins a month, in order that it might accord with the 
rate allowed to Topasses.* On the olher hand tn i6jSt 
on the plea that the Topass element required Ieavcning» 
they enlisted several Dutch and Swedes ; and in 1680 
they persuaded the Directors to agree to the formadem 
of an auxiliary force of two Companies, composed of 
inhabitants of the island. These companlesi were to be 
under the command of twoCapt^ns on 100 xeraphins a 
yeareach^ two lieutenants on Go xeraphins, two Ensigns cm 
50 xemphins, six Sergeants on 30, *iix Corporals on 20, to¬ 
gether with four drummers on zo.“ It is not clear whether 
this force was ever fully enrolled ; but in 1683 the standing 
garrisont which had been placed under the supreme com* 
mand of Captain Kelgwin two years before» 3 ^ w’lis increased 
to three English Companiesp and was enlarged in 16S4 
the eniolment of a Company of Rajputs, cortimandcd by 
their own officers and armed with their own weapons, * 

In December 16S3 occurred Keigwin^s revolCp when the 
whole garrison^ numberiug in all 505 men nnd consisting 
of 150 English, 200 Topasse^ and others* threw off its 
allegiance to the Company and conirived to hold ihe island 
against them in the KJng^sname for nearly twelve months 
Soon after the Company had regained possession of the 
island, the two infantry compaaies were formed into three^ 
a Company being despatched from Fort St. George, Madras* 


1 Court of Director* to Svrat Couiucil^ Februnry aSth, 167S791 
Mid Marcti 19th* t& 79 -aa- 

* Court of Difecter* to Surmi CouncU, isth^ 1^79-80- 

* Bombay Cotiocil to Court oF Direct Oni^ Marcb iSth, 16&D-H <- 
-■ Bombay Town ao4 t*laod Maleriala, PAft liZ^ 

* See H'iitory chapter above^ pp, 76-79. 
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with this objed ;■ a company of Rajpuls was added ;■ and 
the Governor was granted a persona] guard of 30 English 
grenadiers under a Brevet-Captsuni who were inerea^d 
to 50 in 1687,1 Attempts were also made to punfy the 
militia by distributing the posts equally among all castes 
and by counterbalancing the untrustworthy Topass 
eJement with '* *a good force of Canorins (low-cla^s 
Hindus),* Ja 1686 the garrison was further reinforced 
by a Company of soJdlers and ofheers from the Marquis 
of Worcester's regiment in England. 

Eeinforcement and reorgani/atjon could not however 
compensate for the appalJing losses which the garrison 
suffered at the dose of the seventeenth century. Constant 
reference is made in the documents of the period to the 
great iportaJity among the soldiers» which was attrihuled 
by the Deputy Governor in 1685 chiefly to the unhcnJthi- 
neas of the climate, but aJso partly to the action of the 
Native Christians and IndcHPortuguese with whom the 
soldiers were quartered and who discovered in the d/miura 
and other poisons the surest medium for re%^enge for out¬ 
rages upon their wives and families. Attempts w-ere made 
to check the latter evil by building barracks and by 
encouraging ^'Oldicrs to marry w'omcn of the country \S 
but orders of this nature made little impression upon a 
class described by the Council at Surat as composed of 
** debauched broken tradesmen and renegade seamen 

^ * Bombay Town and halMnd Matedalvt IN, 76, SiamE 

•council to Court of Pinretors, Januaiy |6®S- One of Ibe 

CDEUpankes wot commanded by Sir John Wylwnie who waa olio 
Deputy Governor^ itxond In Council and Lientcnont-Coloncl of 
the Force*. His salary was j£sw m year logclher wllh h Cap" 
ttiln'* of eight pence a day and ^^150 e 3'ear a* diet^Cioney, 
Court of DlrectOPii lo Svrmt, ntay 6th, 16S5. 

* Bombay Town and Island l^aleriaLi, Fort 76^ 77, 7^* 

* Court of Director* to Sumt, May i66|; lAid to-Bombayi 
AuguAi jrd, i 63 ;* 

* Court of Dire£;ton to Bombay^ Oclobrr aSthp i6fi^p and May 
ijibi 1687, 

* The women of this clos* wer e compelled after marriage to 
continue Wearing their native dfcsSp eaecpt in rojiei where they 
|»id a Hne to the Company far the right 10 dOn Eoropeon attire. 
Court of Dircclnrs lo Bombay, July I4thi 

* The Bombay Quarterly Review^ VdL If pages [S5-86* re- 
marku os follows As regards the mililary at tht* |wfiodp the 
Compi^y bad been taught by bitter expefieuce lo trat them wjih 
UberoJityp and consequently they found that they themselves were 
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toA$«s were ^so inOkled by the Si^i dur^F^g his 
mve^stment of Bombay | for tlie weapons tiupplied 

to the ^imSOD from home were thoroughly untrostworthy 
and kisually bur^t after the third loadings^ and the 
almoist complete bankruptcy engendered by the ^iege pre¬ 
vented both the ijupply of new men and new^ w'cnpons and 
Lhe proper maintenance of the survivors. As a resuSt the 
garrison in 1691 w^as composed of only 70 English soldiers 
and a few Topasses and Gentues {Hindus); while the new 
recruits from England wurc still, In the words of the 
Council at Bombay, '* allowed to lie up and down in the 
wood? w^hcre by their debaucheries they TaII into-distempers 
and die Tike rotten sheepSo matters continued until 
about 1715. Attenipts w'erc made to rai-so tlie sirengtH of 
the garrison by the enlistment of Armenians from Ispahan 
and of Madag^isear slaves * and by training a certain num¬ 
ber of Arab lascars to arms but the English troops 
w'ere so decLmxited by disease that there were not sufficient 
on the Island to form a guard-of-honour for the Dutch 
CommissaQ' when he paid a political visit in May, 
iTUo-iThov TThc condition of the Military wras however merely a 
rellection of political and cfconomical conditions^ and at the 
close of the first quiuter of the eighteenth century matters 

trcAi«!d with bcjl lUtlis r^spMU Tlieir r^gulAtiaoi inftJ™! 

a ■pHTLi of inaubarditiAtion into the minds of alj the ifoopS, from 
the hk^he^t lo ihe private suldEer. DaptniA Csirr, Indcedi 

did nOl he^itftle 10 inl^uJt thr De|mty Governor in his Conn >^11 
ChaJTkltfcr, Gnsummori^d hti appeared bHcfore his Honor to demand 
pn eikquir}'into hia condor. Hc wiu told that he bnd not hern 
sen! lor ; bat, ■» hr had comr uf hts own accord, he wcmld 
{H"rhAps be 9£> ifi>od as lo why hr had net appeared 00 

parade for two ifiornini;'ll, ■ [ had husinesiai' ikom hift lacook 
answer. I he Drpnty GovemHor mildly that his bu^ioeoa 

COtild not have been very kirjfent and that it really appeared as 
if the Captain ool anaioH^ lo perrorni hl^ duty. L'pon ihat 
Cntr boga It to > wear ' good moDth filing oaih!|' ni h\H Htmour, 
Had when ihrentened wplh paniv|i.ntmt by bittu, aheok hia hsl 
in the l>epMty'* face. The affair was sermmated by the Captain 
bc%r\^ plaL'cd ander arrest atid confined Eo his Own qaatiers- 
^tieh an eaainple, ^et by an olficer, Was, ov m'lj^ht Ite cirpect- 
ed, imitated by private soldiers, and at last all fell into such a 
disOTtfii-nlxed atate that tbe Covemer could not find a mnfl 
whom fie wonkl venture- to make a Sergeant or a Corporal-’* 

^ Bombay CottncU to Court of Dlrector?^, Feb,, qth 1690-91 ; 
June jih lt^5- At the Imlter date the gi*rfi*0n OOnlidned OtiSy a^O 
firearm V fit far aie. 

^ Court of Directors to Bombiiy Council, Feb, i^Lh, 1691-90* 

^ Bombay Cokmml La Court of Directors^, June tst 169$. 
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had assumed a Jes5i depr^ssiiig^ aspect, A hospital and 
barracks were built m the Fort about 170S. the latter being 
improved and enlarged in 1736, 1741 and again in 17531 ; 
the pay of both officers a.nd men was sysEernalized ami 
ntoiie rcgularjy disbursed” ; and a scale of |!%nsion was 
promulgated for the benefit of the Topasses and native 
militia. Tn addition to the barrack,-? in the Fort, quarters 
were provided for the outposts at Sion, Sewn* Mahim 
and VaHi t so that by 1742 the total force on the Island 
Consisted of 444 Europeans and 1004 Topasses under a6 
officers* The garrison sepoys at tMs date numbered 829, 
divided into 13 companies each Supplied with a sti6cdar^ 
a 4 hitzddars and 4 mi/Jts; but they vi-ere 

reduced m the fgi]owing year to 6 companies numbering 
in all 702 men ^d costing monthly Rs. 3,132. The" 
strength of the European and Topass Companieii w^as also 
debated and fixed in i743^ i t^tit was again reviewed in 
i74Sand fixed at 10 regular oonipanjes+each consisting 
of 85 oOBcers and meni lo which were added in the same 
year a regular company of Artillery, composed of 100 
gunners, and in 1753 an entire company of Protestant 
Swiss, sent out by the Court of Directors* In 1750411 
officer had been appointed to command the garrison on a 
salary of £ 250 a year w^th allowancesp and wa* also 
appointed third member of the CounciL 
The history of reorgan I cation was however still far 
from complete. The company found it very' difficult to 
get good men for their army and Forrest describes the 
officers in 1752 as either illiterate adventurers or European 
butlers, who krrew^ no drillt while the sepoy's speni 
their time running with the palauquins and carriages of 
the senior merchants. The formhiion of the Bombay 
Army really dates from the reading of the mutiny Act 

» Bombay Town and Island il^arertaEsr Part ttf, gj^ im, i jj, 

” /Aid, p. fta* Tl.a Donthlv pay fixed In i^iwnftai follow*:— 
Montona^t. £44 Eosik^J. £jj Sergtum, £i-ia-o; CcNiwralp 
^i;-4-oi PnVaioScniineA* jflH-cn, Thoy wor«all oJlawfd a hotim 
Ofone moilm-a pay evory year* Bombay Town and Uland Mal«N 
rjali. Part in, as. 

J Bombay Town a^d Taland Vateriali^ Part III, eB* The 
n * Ibcm inserted *howa 7 ordmary companie*, of whidi five 
belOmpMl to Bombay proper. One to tloiiim and one to and 

00 e Grenadier Company^ The total Strength waa 14^ 
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in 1754^ Irt 17^5 fresh rediictions of fche Infantry were 
made in consequenec of the Company's officers having, 
each for his awn advantag^e^ gradually iucreaszd the 
strength of the companies, while the Artillery w^as per¬ 
manently .enlarged to 3 companies, each composed as 
follciw:^ 1 — 

One Captain on £200 a year. 

One CaptaJn-Licutenant on 09-10-0 a y'ear. 

One fir_st Lieutenant pn ^100 a year. 

One Second liegEenani on £^90 a year^. 

Three Licutcnant-FIreivorkern on 3 Shtillng^s a day. 

Three Sergeants on a shillings a day. 

Three Corporals on ]| shiilingi^ a day* * 

Eight Bombardiers on shilltng^ a day. 

Twenty Gunners on i| shillings a day. 

Sl3rty-four Matrossos on 1 shilling a day* 

Tw^o Drummers on 1 shilimg a day/ 

The reduction of the infantrj' led to serious complaints 
of unprepared ness from Major Sir James Fotilis ; and 
in I759i at the instigation of Major Fraser, a separate 
body of 500 sepoys on increased pay and a new Grenadier 
Corapady were formed^ new' barracks being erected for 
their accommodation out of savings from the arrack or 
drink allowance of the troops/ Ep the foliow^ing year» 
when the appointments of Fort and Town Major w^ere 
created* the total garrison composed of (^3) 622 

Infantry, of whom 22$ w^re natives« fi) 327 Artillery^ of 
whom 13S were natives, and [e) 1652 Sepoys, of w^hom 661 
were classed as Sidis, ^ as Established, 257 as Arabs, 
and 136 as Old Sural*" 

Meanwhile the Bombay Govemmont, which had 
hitherto been content to repel possible attacks by Euro¬ 
pean powers and to live on amicable terms with the 
native governments of the PrCJJidefiqr, commenced to 

^ Bemh&y Town and ImliiTicl Matedala, Furl IH, 124. 

* Bombay Toim and Island iHalenols* Part 1 LI, t j5* 

* Bombay Town and Iitpnd ^lateriols. Part J]I, 177. The 

appoio I menu of Fort and Town were created nn March 

iith [760, the pay beiriig Rs. 3 or 3 ahilUngn a day. 

The pay of all officyrs of ArtiUery and Infantry MrYkig the King 
or Company in 176a ia given in full on pagea E39, 140 of Bombay 

Town and Inland MateriaTSi Fart III* 
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emerge as a political power and to pay greater attention to 
its militarj' arni* Ttie possibility of Future conflict with the 
Marathas unquestionably nndertay the three-years^ enlist¬ 
ment of slaves for the oulforts, which occurred in 1764/ 
and the general rcorgan^tion of 17651 whereby the Tn* 
fiinlrj' w'cre formed into 15 companies of 100 Europeans 
each and the Artillery into 3 companies of the same 
jiumericul strength, it being stnctly laid down that 
Topasses were only to be enlisted in the infantrj' when the 
number of Europeans fell short. From this date onw'ards 
the garrison was gradually sirengthenedp and the time- 
honoured policy of retrenchment became discredited. 
The system of regiments and battalions introduced in 
176S, the Europeans being formed into one regiment of 
1600 men, divided into 3 battalions of 7 companies, and 
the Native levies being formed into two battalions of rjooo 
men apiece, each battalion comprising 10 companies* 
These two battalions arc now familiar to Bombay as the 
zo^fd Mahrattas and the lofith Infantry*; while In the 
following year (t7^9) “ Matine Corps^ composed of 300 
Topasses p 700 sepoys nnd a handful of EnropeanSt was 
raised at Vengurla^ which in January 1777 became Ihe well- 
known Marine Battalion. 3 ^ Constant enlist meni of 
Topasses ivas carded Ortf the recruiting ofBcer being pmd 
Rs. 5 for every recruit entertained ; the pay of all native 
soldiers was dehnUely fixed at Rs- 6 per month ; pensions 
were granted to disabled Bhandans^ who were still em¬ 
ployed as militia in 1776; and injuiy pensions were 
similarly instituted for European soldiers/ In 1770 the 
Sepoy Corps wns raised to 4 battalions, and reached 
a seventh battalion in 1778^ [ and the acquisition 
Salsette in 1773 led to the formation in 1777 of a corj^ 0^ 
Engineersi consisting of n company of lOO lascars, an 
in 177S to the incorporation of the European infantiy 
^ntoone strong battalion, which subsequently became the 


' Bainbay Town JWld tiland Mnerialifc Part HI* 14*- 
* /Alii, 14^.14S, 

' Ibid, 151 * 

• The ^cale of pCntliOn far European ^ 

Sergeant R#. T* months Cc^rml, Bambardi^r «d Gunr«r 

Ri. 7 ft months PriVftle And MmlrosS* Ra* » * nianlli. 

■ The seventh ballftlion was dtsbanded iovrn ye^rt later* 

• Bombay Town nnd Inland Mmlcf iftlip tih 177 * 
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Bombay Fusilier^ and is known at the present tjm^ as the 
i03rtl RoyaJ Dublin FLisiliert^. The Governor^ Mr* William 
Hornbyi was at this period (1774) appointed Cummander- 
in-Chief of the fun:cs, the Brigadier-General l>eliig styled 
Commafider uf the Forcei3+ 


In the fen owing year, T779, a battalion of Grenadiers 
was raised, which behaved with great bravery at the 
siege oT Mangalore in 1782, hut ven’ nearly rnutinied in 
the same year on account of their being styled the Sth 
Battalion Native Infantry, Thus in 178^5 the Bombay forces 
were composed of si a battationSj which were subsequently 
reformed about 17S9 into eleven and again in 1S03 
nineteen battalions^ and erf the Bombay Grenadiers^ and the 
Marine BatialJonp which in 1904 became ihe 121st PioncerSn 
A reduction of the garrison again occurred in 179-;+ when 
eight out of the eleven battalion!^ were employed at Calicutt 
Tellkberry and other places on the Malabi^r Coast, but this 
reduction was to some extent counterbalanced by the enrol¬ 
ment in i$ao of a Corps of Fenclbles^ idod strongi to a^sis^t 
in the struggle against Tipu Sultaji, 5 fty of whom were 
paid and equipped by Mr» Forbes-' Prior to the cam¬ 
paign of 1S03 againiit the Maharaja SIndIa and the Raja 
of Berar Mr, Jonathan Duncan, the Governor of Bombay, 
was authorised to place this corps on the fixed establi^ih- 
ment under the title of the gth Regiment of Native Infan¬ 
try, [t is now known as the j r7th Mahrattos. 

Abo’it the comtnenrement of the ninteenth centuf>^ the 
head-quarters of the Bombay Artillery w'cm at Matunga ; 
but oiLCOrding to contemporary accounts the barracks 
were so badly biull: and the cBmate proved so di^jia^trous 
to the health of the men that the locality had to be 
abandoned. ■ Towards the middle of the century (1845! 


IV * w*a ttusawhoraf OrJ^laJ Ui^vrm. Edwardefi*- 

SomtMiy Tomn and JiUand Mxiefiafa, 

■ The atit^oT of J rfijS} wrUcii—"MamnEm, once 

a pretty urt iBery fttaliCn, Uet deserted. Gf ecerul be«(fh* ^(ihSdt 

trm droep uj™ the iwNjkcft roof» of cmrablinif dwetliai™- 
blessem., me pxler moonflower p«p fro« 

.taaei jand emtens, ooce g^y in hlocra nnd £rttit«re briehl *rc 
^neled and wuh Ihems. Mntunga b ahamdM^ 

The d^^4«a« f.r hbowp. 

fi™ of DracDEM^iii (i^oLCieawonnl worked havoc among tbt 
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the Bombay f^rrison numbct^d 350P and was com^ 
l>o5cd of the =nd battiiUon Foot ArtiUeryi r wm^ of 
His Majest^^'s Sand Rcgimcnti the glh and lath 
ments of N^Rtive Infantry and the Marine Battalion. At 
the date of the JirJutiny (i®5?) number of Euro[>ean troops 
w^is 400, and three rc^fiments of Native Infantry were 
also stationed on the island^ the whole garrison being 
commanded by Brigadier Shortt. The di.saffection in the 
Bengal Native Army had communSiiated itself in some 
degreo to the Bombay troops ; and had it not been for the 
foresight and promptitude displfsyed by Forjctt+thea 
CommissiDTier of Police Ftomb^y would probably have 
been face to face with a revolt of the native garrison. 
As matters turned out* Mr, Forjett was enabled by his 
CRtraordlnaiy’ knowledge of the vernacular and a great 


tri>a|ri„ The prevalence of this diiur^v caused either bv ihe bad- 
n:>ss of the vi^Aler, or some leJA suspected uaoee, formed abvndaiit 
reason for the desertion of this Eovely Spot as a station.^ 

Captain J- H- Stoc^ueler^ ft ho arrivtil In Homh^y wiih » drUach- 
merit on the 2 ath May l8t^ speaks of marching up to ** AJatoon- 
gah^ a viltnipe in ihc vicinUy of ricc-fieldsr vfherc cadjan barracks 
hi=id been creeled for the special iirrfrwJTfr^ of the bcallh of the 
men. who hjid survived the horron of the ]^sage to India* The 
reoruLls were permitted to watider thrOtigh Ibe lanes 

and bazaars of Bombfiyp before thry were marchi d Wp to 
Matoongah. They must have aren a great deaJ of “ lifeand 
materiailv accelerated th eir progress to ih e grave in Dangri nod 
the Bhendy Bazaar. On the tliird day I he Serjeant collected ah 
the ^[rmggierS and marched them cp to I heir destinalpon- Most of 
tbeoi went bare footed fur choice; I hey were wdconied at Matoongah 
by the battalion ^uBricred there with n Nu|^r of poialoeF, dried 
burnmelows (hambalos) and tea. Whnt imp of darkness h^ 
suggesled the selecllon of WatOOngab as the head-quarters of a 
European battalion is perha|'s on the records of I he Hombay 
GnvHenkmeot j hut his name has noK survived. A more diBitiA] swamp 
rotitd not have been found cm the hland. The rains began to fall 
and as the Cantonment was Rurrourided by rice-fietds» I he soldiers 
had the full beneht of the humidify of Ihe surrounding walers. As 
ihe back of the barracks wasafrvit bazaar where sodden mangoeSt 
decayed pine-appFes and attenuated plantains were reiailed with¬ 
out mercy The bread served out was of She coar>esl flour, and 
free access had 10 ghee " and ** Tnaska ” In using the bread. 
Thete was scarcely SO onlrrc company ifli the whole bat lalson fit 
for dutjp but the" boipltaJ was wetUicnanted. Newly-sfrivetf 
lAtistaitt surgeons bad a fine field for the study of lhe disorders 
peculiar to India In the persons of The wrclched occupant^ of the 
planks and tretfels which formed the bedsteadsp There waa an 
unaieLLf- tbaatro cleverly coustrnciedl tike the barracks]' of bamboo^ 
mud, cadjan and cocoa-nut treeJeaves I hut the performances were 
irLfrequent And only intended for the amusement of the friends 
of the ofliuerii^ It wftH* nOl a source of diversion lO the troops at 
large*,"—'TiJHei o/'/W/d^ July and, 1671* 
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dfitective faculty to discover and^apprehend the ringleaders, 
two oC whom were blown from and the other six 

were sentenced to transportation for life* Thus was tho 
incipient mutiny c|uashed in Bombay. 

At the present dale {1909) the garrison consists of 
3 com panics of the Royal Garrison Artillery^ one Company 
of the Submarine iMining Corpsi one British reginient 
and two Native regiment'^, in addition to hve corp» of 
Volunteered* 


The earliest expedition in which the Bombay forces took 
part was that commanded by Admiral Watson and Colonel 
{a/tenvards Lord) Clive in 1756 against Angria the pirate* 
The Bombay Government placed Soo European soldiers and 
itOOO Native Infantry at the disposal of Coionel Clive, who, 
forced by a decision of the Madras Government to abandon 
his plan of attacking the French and their allies in ihe 
Deciianj determined to employ bis enforced leiaure in 
capturing Anglia's stronghold Gheria {VSzIadrugJ. The 
expedition undertaken in concert w^th the Marathas ; 
but suspicions being entertained that the latter were in 
communicatiDn with Angriaj operations w^ere precipitated 
no as to preclude them from all share in the enterprise* 
The fort fell on February 13th, 1756, and the booty, about 
10 lakhs, was divided by the British forces, without 
admitting their nilies lo any participHtion.^ Thus was 
Bombay'!* most dangerous enemy reduced to harmlessness* 
Like the sister cities of Madras and Calcutta, Bombay 
can trace the origin of her political supremacy to the genius 
of vVreofs defender. 

In 177S a Bombay contingent numbering 3,900 men, 
of whom 591 Europeans and 500 gun lascars^ set 

forth under the command of Colonel Egerton, an officer 
** infirm In health and toially unacquainted with Indla'^ to 
place Ra^-hunaLh Rao upon the Pesbwn^s throne at Poona. 
The force, crossing ihe harbour to Panvel and ascending 
the Bhor Ghat» reached Khandalla on the ajrd December^ 
and was there formed into three divisions which advanced 


' Life ofeUva. 
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iilternRtely at the ratt: pf about Ihree-quarters of a mile 
doily so that ii spent eleven days' in covering the 
eight miles betVL>^een Khand^H^ and Karla. The Mani- 
thasj encouraged by this appareal timidity* drew near 
and harassed ihc advance: and Colonel Egerton* on 
reaching Talegaon^ found that the enemy's cavalry had 
cut off comfuunlcation with Bombay* The subsequent 
retreat of the Bombay forces, which ended In the djs~ 
graceful convention of VVadgaon Is a matter of hlstoiy'* 
and has rightly been described as the greatest humulia- 
tion ever suffered by British arms in Western India^ 
The one bright feature of the expedition was the conduct 
of Captain [afterwards Major-GeneralJ Hartley who 
commanded the N^ative Infantry reser%'es^ Stimulated 
by hSs e?£amp]e^ these troops resisted the attacks of the 
enemy so ffrmly that Madhavji SIndia compared the rear¬ 
guard to a red wa]h *' which was no sooner beaten down 
than it was instantly built up again.^*^ 

In October 1781 Lieutenant-Colonel Hartley- with live 
battalicins and n battering-train from Bombay, assisted 
General Goddard to overrun the Konkan and capture Bas- 
sein, which surrendered on the nth December 1781 and in 
the sameyear^ in connection with the general attack upon 
Hyder All, Colonel Homber^tone was despatched with a 
Bombay contingent down the Malabar Coasts and captured 
Calicut and Fonatiyi w^hich he successfully defended 
against a combined army of French and Mysore troops 
under Count de Lally and Tipu Sultsinp It was at the 
capture of Ponany that the Sth Bombay banaJIon greatly 
distinguished itself. 

In 178a the Bombay troops under General Mathews 
captured Honore, MangalorOi Kurdapor, Karw'ar and 
other strong places on the coast of Kanara, but were 
besieged in the following year InBednorc, W'hich capitulat¬ 
ed after a fortnights siege to the army of Tipu^ number* 
iiig 15^000 men. The whole force was sent captive to 
Mysorei where General Mathews and twenty Bombay 
officers were put to death by poison. Tipu then proceeded 
to Jay siege to Mangalore» which wa^ gallantly defended 


/y«i. 


* J* M. ]b|Adeim'a Guide to Bamhay 








268 DOM BAY CITY CAZETTEER+ 

by \fajor Campbell and a fotce of Oombay sepoys* Include 
in^ the Sth Battalion* now the loist Gtenadler^^ unlil 
pea^'e was eventually made with Mysore at the end of 
17S3. It was to its heroism at this that the Sth 

Battalion owed the restoration of ks old name of Grena- 
diersp that being the only reward w'hich the famished and 
sickly men sohclted on their return to Bombay^ ** They 
were long^ fortuimtc/' writes Maclean, ** In a saccession of 
exjcelknt commanding officers : and on every occasion of 
servnoe the spirit of Stewart and of Hartley has lived in 
their ranks/' 

During the second war with Tipu in tygo the Bombay 
Government sent two batiaiionE of infantry and six guns 
to co-operate w^th the ^laratha army, which took Dharwar 
and advanced into Mysore^^ At the same time a Oombay 
column under general Abercrombie cleared Malabar of 
Tipu's troops I and effected a junction with Lord Corn¬ 
wallis before Seringapatam* w’hcre peace was concladed. 

In the campaign of tjqg a Bombay column Under 
General Sir John Stuart marched from Cannajiore up 
the Ghats to ccHoperate wnth ihe grand army under 
General HarriSj which advanced from Madras, This 
coliimn consisted of itGiy Europeans and 6,420 sepoys 
the Company's Bombay Regiment of European&t 528 
strong, forming with H. M/s 75th and 77th Regiments 
ihe centre brigade^ General Stuart fought a brilfianl 
action with the flower of Tipu’s army at Sedaser, and 
reached the camp before Seringa patam in time to play an 
important part in the siege-operations. The Governor- 
General expressed m the warmest terrn^ to Mr. Jonathan 
pujican. Governor of Bombay, his appreciation of the 
victory of Sed»£er, declaring that the merits of Generals 
Stuart and Hartley* as well as of Colonel Montresoi 
and the other olSoers* have seldom b«n equalled and 
never surpassed in India,*^ while, in reply to an address 
from the inhabitants of Bombay on the glorious termina¬ 
tion of the wmr* Cord Wellestey wrote “ The disdci- 
guUbed part which the fettlemeat of Bombay has Ixjme 
during the late crisis in the labours and honours of the 
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cottDtion cai 4 -se has fcpealedly claiindd my warm appro- 
batiDD, and wjtJ ever bi* remembered by me with gradtude 
and respect. Tn your llbural and voluntary contribudoo 
towards the exiijejiciea of your native country and towards 
the defence of the Presidency under whose Government 
you reside, and in ihc alacrity with which y^ou have given 
your persona! services for the miljtary^ protection of Bom¬ 
bay, I have contemplated with pleasure the same character 
of public spirit, resolution and activity^ which has marked 
the splendid successes of the Army of Bombay from the 
commencement to the close of the late glorious campaign,”* 

During the campaign of Assaye in 1S03, Bombay dc^ 
sparched a body of 7,000 men under Colonel Murray to 
Gujarati which reduced the fort and territory of Broach^ 
and cxtptuncd all the countrj- south of the Narbada: 
while Colonel Co!man with another Bombay force of 
a,ooo men w^as stationed in the Deccan to guard the 
communjcations of Lord Wellesley^s army. A detachment 
of the Bombay .Artillery look part in the victory of 
.Assaye, 

The Company's Bombay Regiment of Europeans was 
present at ihc battk ofKirkee on November 5th* 1S17, 
having marched the ivhole distance from Faiivcl to Poona 
wMth only one haltt and during the subsequent operations 
a Bombay column of 1,300 men under Colonel Prother 
overran the South Konkanr taking Sivaji'if famoua fort 
Raigadh and other places. On the iftt Janiiary iBiB, the 
heroic action of Koregaon was fought by the 2nd battalion 
of the jst Native Infftnliyt 500 strongs with tw'o six- 
pounders manned by 24 Europeans of the Madras Artillery 
under a Sergeant and Lieu ten ant and a detachment of 
irregular cavalry, For their conduct on this occasioii the 
and Battalion 1st N, I, ^vcre made Grenadiers^ as their i st 
battalion had been for the defence of Mangalore \ and 
** Maiiguhrifi and J^ory£t^Mm became the ^inlmating motto 
of the regiment,” The jjid battalion is now (1909) the 
Toand King Edward'^ Own Grenadiers, 

The Marine Battalion also saw' much service during the #*>7 
first half of the nmetcenth century . Together with the 


^ Wetltf^ky [>c4piitthEs, \ ol* l> 6jS- 
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3nl and 13th Regiments of Native Infantiy and the flank 
companic^j of four other Boinbay regimentsp it was pre¬ 
sent at Bem-bn-Ali in i8ji ; It served in Bumia in ^824, 
at Aden in 1839P and in the Punjab in 1849. In i&jS the 
Company^B 1st Bombay Fusiliers I now the rojrd Royal 
Dublin Fusiliers) were present at the stege of Multan. In 
late years the more important ser^'lccs rendered by Bombay 
have been the equipment of the Abyssinian Expedition 
(six Bombay infantry regimentB) in rSbS, the despatch of 
6^000 native troops to Malta in 1S78, the management of 
the transport and supphea of General Stewart s column 
at Kandahar in 1878-79, the despatch of the Indian Expe¬ 
dition to Egypt in iS8t^ and of the Indian contingents to 
Suakin in rSB^ and 1896. 

During the latter half of the seventeenth century the 
Court of Directors endeavoured to strengthen the garrison 
by ordering all their factors and writers ** to be trained to 
the use of arms'*—a principle which had been adopted with 
no little success by the Dutch in their factories and settle¬ 
ments.* Tt does not appear that the Civil Officers were ever 
formed into a regular coips* though, doubtless, they played 
their part in defending the Fort and Castle in such emer- 
gendes as the siege of Bombay by the SidJ. The same 
practice was adopted in 1739, when, in coasequence of the 
fear inspired by the Marathas^ the Company Jordered their 
storekeeper to provide every gentleman and English 
inhabitant with arms and accoutre me nts/' and recom¬ 
mended the former to obtain mstructlon in the use and 
exercise of small arms.^* But the first regular volunteer 
corps was. not formed till February 1799 under the 
Govemorsliip of Mr, Jonathan Duncon^V It was com¬ 
posed of civilians, lawyers* merchants and mariners, 
divided into two companies and officered by the following 
gentkfnen Colonel The Honorable Jonathon Duncan s 
Ueutenant-Coionel JamcA Rlvett; .Major Walter Page r 
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I St Company^ Cnptiiirk Robert Hcfi^ihawt Lieu te^n ant Lewis 
Cockran and Ensi^ John Forbes ; 2nd Company^ Cap- 
tain Robert Taylor^ Lieutenant Pp Moister and Ensign 
James Tate, Again+ in 1860, a Volunteer Corps was 
formed under Colonel S. Rabertsonp C. B.p to which 
Parsfcs were at first admitted ; but owing- to poucity of 
members, it was disbanded about 11-54, 

Of the five Volunteer Corps now (1909) in Bombay, the 
oldest 15 the t5t Battalion Great Indian Peninsula Railway 
Volunteer Rifiesp which was formed on the agth December 
1S75+ On that date S75 men were enrolled and w^ere 
formed into eleven companies^ of which three w^re 
stationed in Bombay« The hrst officers of the corps were 
Colonel H, P. LeMesurier, ^fajor G, H, ’VVright, Quarter^ 
Master H. H. Swanp and Adjutant Captain Hi T. Bulkley 
of the and Bombay Grenadier:;. The men were armed 
ttnth Snider rifles, and wore an undresfi uniform of 
white drlllt and one of blue serge for review order, 
which have now been re^^pecUvely exchanged for khaki 
ddll and blue cloth- At the present day 1 1909] the 
strength of the Corps Is : — 32 officers, 107 noncom¬ 
missioned officers* SH9 volunteers, and 15 reservi^Ls ^ and 
the detachments of the battalion in Bombay are lixated at 
Victoria Terminus, Wadi Bandar, Bycuila and Parel. 
Twice haa the Corps been called upon to assist the civil 
authoritieSk namely In April iflSjp when fifty of them quelled 
a disturbance created at Bhusawal by 300 Baluchi-Sk and 
again at the time of the Bombay riots of jfig^, when 1S6 
V^olnnteers were on duty at Victoria Terminus from the t tlh 
to the 18th x^ugusL On both Ltcoasiofts their assistance 
was warmly acknowledged by the Governor of Bombay^ 
The Bombay Volunteer Rifles were raised on the t5th 
August 1S77 and consisted at that date of 30Q membersp 
divided Into 6 companies^ In the following year an out- 
stailon detachment of two companies was formed at Poona, 
which eventually developed into the Poona Volunteer 
Rifles. Cadet companies from various schools were started 
in tSS^ ; and on the 3nd April of that year Lieutenant- 
Colonel L. H. Bay ley was appointed Commandant of the 
corps, which up 10 that date had been commanded by 
officers of the regular army. Membership of the corps is 
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couBned to Europeans and Eurasians who are chief!j 
employes of the Government Telegraph and Customs 
Departmentsp of ihe Government and private dockyards, 
and merchantiip medical students imd engineers. The 
corps now consists of 5 adult and 5 cadet companies with 
a totai strengh of 532^ 

The 1st Battalion of the Bombay, Baroda and Central 
India Railway Volunteers was enrolled in i£77. the 
number at the close of that year being ido formed into 
two companies. .Additional companies were formed in 
iSdj, as also a cadet compjmy composed of the hoys of the 
Scottish Orphanat Mahim. The headquarters of the 
corps are nt Parel ; and the present strength of the corps 
is 536, distributed among hvc companies and a b;md. 

The Bombay light Hors-e, which sprang from the Bom¬ 
bay V'olunteef Rihes, originated in ihe Russian ^care of 
[SH4-f»3. In May of the latter year a mounted troop was 
formed under the designation of A troop, Mounted RiHes^ 
with a strength of-^li under the command of Captain LiUle 
and Lieut<fnant U, iSkholsonk who both belonged to the 
Bombay Volunteer Rllles, In February 1S87 the desig¬ 
nation of the corps was altered to the Jk>mbay Light l-lorse+ 
and the corps was re-armed with cavalf)^ .Vianini-Henry 
carbines and the regulation, sword. In 1900 it became 
an independent unit, with a total strength of divided 
into three troops; and four ycar.v Inter (1904) u Pony 
Troop was added, which number^ 60 at the present date. 

The Bombay V^oluntter Artillery was raised in ibSj by 
Major Gp VV^ Roughton, then a Captain in the 

Bombay V'oluntcer Rifles, and consisted of one company 
numbering about 70. The first Captain ivas ,Mr. A. K. 
Leslie, now ^fajor and Honorary Lieutonanl-Coloncl of the 
corps. Three years later a second company was added, 
and in 1899 a third company w'as raised at Poona^ A small 
Electrical Engineering company w^as subsequentiy formed 
in Bombay. The present ^strength of the corps is xt 
officers and 246 men. 

The mirrine forces of Bombay have been known by 
varying titles sinen their first enrolment. Thus from 

*For further of Iho Botnbav Town 

and tiUjLikd Maierialn, 111, pp. 203-236. 



JVSnCE AND PROTECTICJJi, 




i6it to i6S6 they ut!re knoivn as the McnDrahJe East 
fndia Corapsiny^* iMannCi from i6S& to iSjo as the Bom- 
bay .MaHnc, from 1830 to 1S63 as the Indian Navy, and 
from i86j to 1877 again as the Bombay Marine, fn 1S77 
their title was altered to Her Majesty's Indian Marine and 
lasted until iSgj, when their present designation of the 
Royal Indian Marine was Unally adopted. The service 
is commanded by a director, who is usually an officer of 
the Royal Navy, with his headquarters in Bombay, and a 
Deputy Director in Calcutta. 

The Opposition and annoyance caused to the East India 
Company by the Dutch, Portuguese, and ihe pirates of 

the western coast, were the pfirnary cause of the cstablLsh* 

ment of the Bombay Marine Eorccs, of which the earliest 
representative may bo said to have been Captain Thomas 
Best wlthhis two ships, and flottunder (or Oitander). 

These two vessels, accompanied by others which arrived 
subsequently, reached Surat in 161 a and were engaged for 
three j-ears in nlmost continuous warfare, which culminated 
in the grant by the Emperor Jahangir to (he East India 
Company of a JrrntiH^ authorising the English to trade 
within his dominions. The Marine Forces, which at this 
dale (1615) consisted of ten armed grabs or gallivais,' 
formed the orjgiiuil nucleus of the Bombay Marine, and up 
to the year i(i6S were engaged In a practically unin- 
lentilttent emd on the who^e successful stmg'f^le with Ihe 
Company V foes both aJon|^ the Indian coast nnd in the 
Persian Gulf, \n 1659 the year fpllowin^ the cession of 
Bombay by ihc Crown to the Company and the appt>int- 
ment to the De^puty-Goi ernor^hlp of Captain of ibe 

xMarinc^ a further development took place In the construc¬ 
tion at Bombay of small armed craft for the defence of 
merchant-vcsselsi trading with the portjh’^ of the Persian 
Gulf and the Arabian Sea. Among other vessels, iwo 
>mall brigantines arc recorded us having been built by 
Mr. Warwick Pett^ who was a descendant of Sir Phaneas 


„T . , tJ4.Twnpng: kit his Cn>mpmdiov>« Historv of the Indian 

Kiitl^ywaii sail H'jth a ^uk wiii like 
llie mi ECU any of our ^hipji of War row talth jo or 40 
ven' few With less than jo ohrKi Their compfrimen e i* Hfmcrmllv 
io n^htiri^^meni. bnidci the rowtfrt ; bui lliejy Hxa for no -other 
service. 
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Pctip the famoiiis shipwirighl of Elszabcth'^fif reigiv apd v^ho 
had bten despatched to Hoinbay for this purpose with a full 
supply of marine Stores and equipment for ship-building;. 
The cciiistnJcUon of these ships at Bombay about 1670 may 
be regarded as the earliest sldp towards the withdrawal to 
llie Marine from Surat to the island, ^Yhicli lent the 
name by which it w^as distinguished up to 1S29 and 
which to ithe present day its headquarters* 

The Marine played no inconspicuous part in Captain Richard 
Keigwin^s famous mutiny of rbSj ; for the oftkers and 
cfews of the /ievenge and the //uriltr^ both being vessol-S 
of the Bombay iTarlnet threiv in their lot with the rebels> 
Captain Aldertnn of the Nvnttr being one of the four ring¬ 
leaders to whom A pardon was not grunted under the Royal 
Commii^&ion of August 34, 16B4 ; while the final surrender 
of the island was obtained by Sir Thomas Grantham^ 
himself an ofEcer of the Company's Marine forces.* Under 
the Commission above-mentioncdi Sir John Child, the 
President of Surati -was appointed Captain-General and 
x\dmiral of the Company’s land and sea forceSp with Sir 
Thomas Granlham as Vice-Admiral, and the senior 
Captain of the Company's shipjji as Rear-Admiral, the 
three thus becoming the earliest ofhcia] heads of the 
Indian Marine service. In the following year (1684) 
Sir John Wyborne was appointed Vice-Admiral and 
Deputy-Gov^emor of Bombay ; and in i696 the seat of the 
Company's Government ivas transferred from Surat to 
Bombay, the marine stores being located in the Castle, 
and ttw Company's ships being anchored in Bombay 
harbour. 

The Bombay Marine suRcred to some ciitent from the 
spirit of insubordinatioti and dissatisfactions w'hich 
characterized the closing yeai^ of the seventeenth century. 
In addition to the notcrioua wave of sickness which 
skfHictcd all clasps at this period, considerable reductions 
were made in the strength of the marine establishment, 
particularly during the administration of Sir John 
Child I ami these two circumstances^ in combi nation 
with other minor causes of dissatisfaction^ gave rise 


^ Bruc«''a Annub, t 54 u Sec iJao Hiatory Cbapitfr vi. 
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to frequent tlesertion. Thus on the 14th Augasl, 
i6q4, we find the follo\i'in|r orders is!iued by the Bombay 
Council to Lieutenant James Hanmer'There be 
run at^’ay from this island in the rrigateboat 

sundrj- persons belonging^ to the shipping m -the 

fond. These are to enorder you to make strict enquiry 
after themp and it on this i.sland surprise them. Send to 
the Siibehdar of VarJi to know if the boat has been seen 
ofiT that place. They are all anned so that you must be 
erauUous.'" blatters howe^^er improved after the transfer 
of the seat of Government to Bombay; the marine forces 
became officially known as ^he Bombay .Marine ; an ofilicer 
vvasi regularly appointed Admiral every' v'ear j and the 
supply of men to both the higher and lower ranks uas 
maintained by drafts from Europe." These arrangements 
were indeed rendered absolutely ei^senLial by the need for 
protecting the island against the attacks of pirates and by 
the fact that the Company had sUlI to make head agsdnst 
the supenor maritime forces of the French* Dutch and 
Portuguese. Desertion too w^as an evil to be reckoned 
with for several yearns to come, and culminated in 1734 in 
an order to hold the pay of all seamen two months in 
arrearsii in the hope that this would act as a deterrenti 
The first notable action fought by the Marine after its 
re-constitution was the siege of Ghana, the stronghold of 
Angna, in 1717. in the previous year the total strength 
of the sea-forces consisted of one ship of 3^ guns, four 
grabs mounting from 20 to iB gons^ and ao grabs nnd 
gallivats cann ing from 5 to 13 guns apiece, the total cost 
jfs 1,700 : but in spile of this by no means incon¬ 
siderable armament^ Angria's stronghold proved impreg* 
nable and Commodore Berlew’ had perforce to raise the 
Siege. On the 5th November J71S the Marine laid siege to 
Konery under the command of Manuel de Castro, whom 
the President, much to the annoyance of the English 
captains of the gaJlivaLs, had appointed Admiral of the 
Fleet. It was no doubt partly on this account that the 
President had to engage volunteer^ for the attack^ pro^ 
inising that the widow s and children of any who lost their 

* Sec. Own in B. 5 of 16^-96, 7A 

* Low*! HLftlery of Uie Indian Novy, L* 90. 
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lives should recoivep respectively p £ 2 ^ find 10 apiece. The 

attack failed in spite of the bravery of Major Stanton and 
othersp and It wai? In consequence of this ill-stsccess that 
the President decided to add td the fleet * s- floatlnjRf-^ 
castle Or a machine that should be almost cannon-proof* 
7 'bis vessclp*^ \vrites Downln^p was pretty flat^ flowed 
with little or no bulg;fl and but six-foot hold* Tlie thick¬ 
ness of her sides v^'as made by the nicest composition 
cannon-proof* She wsui to go wnlh one mast and a top¬ 
sail which XV as rigged in a very cem mod ions manner^ 
and rnourtied 12 guns carrying 4^ poiinders. This 
machine prox^ed or ver^- little service and was shortly 
afterW’ards destroyed as worthless, hour years later 
(17aa) the Bombay Marine made a joint expedition with 
the Portuguese against Alibag, the latter providing the 
land-force, and the nava.1 force consisting of three ships 
ynder Commodore Matthews, A conlemporarj' writer/ 
alluding to the Ill-success of the expeditlonp remarks that 
"the Viceroy of Goa wnth much pretended zeal came in 
person, designing to bead such forces as he had raised, 
and the General of the Xorth also came doxvn to Bornba> p 
and was most magnificently entertained by the President,"* 
But on the Jay of the attacks “ the \'iceroy of Goa went 
on board his shipi pretending that he was very ill. The 
Commodore sent his own doctor to offer his serxdccs and 
supply him x^'ith such medicines as should be convenient 
for himi if he was really III. But the doctor returned and 
reported to the Commodore that he did not perceive 
anything to be the matter with him.^* The timidityp If not 
treachery, of the Portuguese Viceroy eommumealed itself 
to his troops and turned a well-titned attack into complete 
defeat, and the only hail-sfuctoiy feature of the engagement 


^ ClemeTxtDownhig—HEftlory ofthe IndxAH VVartp 1737. Downing 
iramtr tD Pembay as & mldihipitian anJ was premoEcd to the p^St 
of LiCVE«nant by Ctipflnxodorc MaUliew!x. AUrr Ehe failure ellbfi 
Altack on AEibajr he r«cor 4 i thHl ** I he Conimodorr CAtne en shore 
in a XHolent rpire, fl^w at ttie General of ihe North and Ihnmt hia 
cane tn hii snii irreicd I he Viceroy nol rtiMch better.’ Ho 

aJsoAUEc-i that the fleet ccuniiled, Sn 1717* of Jt -^hipai.^ "* HvOryotvO 
of theio had twoothrr saiI orgaLlEvax-f under Eheir ooramaud and 
ion whiE* moo on board their own gAElivaEs. in gr.-ibs and fHgaE« 
of larjjr rAtets they have hCHidr* their own complemenl A compAny 
of Marine with A comrniHsiOn officer, as CFKeanI and EwO carparmlt.''’ 
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was the behaviour of the English naval force, wliich lost 
muny ofTtcers and men. 

During she early jyortion of the eighteenth century the 
position of Bombayp menaced as she was by the Portu- 
gue&Gi^ Sidis and Maratha.^^ was s-o insecure that the 
Bombay Council spared no pains to enhance the value of 
the Marine bath by improving the nwra/c and niimeticnl 
strength of tlie men and by increasing the fleet. Thus In 
ijji the Court of Directors approved of a scheme of 
pensions for the ^'idowtp of oEhc^rs and seamen who had 
performed distinguished service : they indented largely 
upon thesr trading vessels for the manning of the warships ; 
they purchased new ves>elst notably the Pose galley in 1733 
for RSi i4pOQo; and in 173^ they hr ought down from Surat 
Lavji Kasnrft^ajiji Wadlap the Parsi ship-builder, who 
selected the present slie for the Govemmeot Dockyard. 
The ^fadne charges at that date amounted to Rs,, i,6j,ooo 
a ycar^ and the Heet comprised^ In addition to several 
gain vats and boats p seven large w^arslilpSi namely the 
yi£ii?rta (frigate JI the JVeptune (grab], the Pet nee ^ 
the Geerge^ the Pettiness Curehne and the (all 

galleys) imd the bomb ketch). Between 1739 

and 1741 continual additions w'Ore made to the fleci under 
the auspices of Lavji Nasarwanji, as for example two go- 
foot grabsj carrying twenty guns, and a go-foot ^'sea¬ 
going ship/’ caiTjnng eleven guni^ in a line j so that by the 
end of 1741 the CommcKlore was able* after mspectiou of 
the fleetp to report that the vessels were ** entirely dear 
and in a proper posture for defence/* and that the total 
strength of the fleet was i—One ship of 44 gunsi four ships 
of sS gunSt four ships of th guns, 6 bomb ketches* and 
tw^enty Targe gaillvats^ manned altogether by loo officers 
and from 1*700 to ^pOoo i^eamen*^ .Among the salient 
events of this periodj with which the Marine was directly 
connected^ may be mentioned the defeat of Sambbaj/s fleet 
at the mouth of the Rajapur river by Commodore Bagwell^ 

* Bom, C^v, D»ryp fith Oclobc-r 1741, Pub„ Diafy 14 of 1740-41, 
401- Gtvnt (Voyage to the Ea#t IndiH^* 1750^ states ti^at Uie ihipA 
at thki dale were manned by English or by deaerters froni other 
Europeaci URllona. The marine ehargea were defrayed by a 
syslem of pas^e4 for all vesiela of aU Countries, 

" For further deiaJLi Fafe»ta '4 SeCeedimn (HontD Series) 
vnl.l, (ffrfiy) pp, 41, 44, 
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anti four cruisers on the 22nd December 173S; ihe^ 
Conclusion by CapUtn fiichbjrd of the Marine of a treaty 
^^ith the Marntba General Chiitinaji Appa an the 12th 
July 1739 I and tbecoitipletc loss with all hands of iliree 
fine grabs^ commanded hy Captains Kigbyp Sand! land and 
Nunn in the terrible storm of the 9th Kovetnber 1739. 

The year 1742 bemg void of ** alarums and excursions 
the Bombay Council decided somewhat prematurely to 
reduce their marine cstabli.^hment. They abolished the 
ponit of Admiral- and contented themselves with a 
Super!ntendcntp eight CommanderSp one of whom was 
styled Commodorei three hrstnitd four second LieulenantSp 
four third officers and six masters of gallivatSp together 
with a certain number of midshipmen.^ The immediate 
qtitcomc of their action was that the mercantile fleetp now 
larger than ever* * suffered serious losses at the hands of 
the pirates x while in 1744+ iifter the declaration of w^ar 
beiween England and France^ when two French privateers 
were hovering off Bombay to intercept the East Indiajnen, 
the only protective measures they cotifd adopt w'ere the 
cquiprnent of three ships of inferior strength and the 
despatch of six risliing-boats to give the alarm to any 
English vessel approaching Indian shores.* Tw^p noUibk 
events mark the close of the first half of the eighteenth 
centur>% namely, the mutiny on board the in 1748 

and the completion of the first drj^ dock (now the upper 
Old Bombay Dock) In 1750+ The former event occurred 
w‘hile the commanded by Captain Hough, lay at 

anchor off Rajapur, The mutineers attacked their officers 
w^hJIe at supptirp overcame them and placed them under an 
armed guard \ but being wholly ignorant of navigation and 
having nearly wTcckcd the vessel on a lea-shore+ they were 
persuaded to return to duty On Condition of receiving a free 
pardon, Rs, 2^000 in cash, and a free passage to England. 
Those terms were carried out in all coses except those of 
Surgeon William Wills and four seamen, The former, con¬ 
victed by a court-martial of exciting dls^aifcctionp wa,s 

* Bflgwcil was appointed Com modere of all the 111 arine l^'orcea 
Cn Ibefith Julyp i737»‘ Fuh, Diary ii of 1737, 

* Lew's History pf the tndUn S&vy\ I. 117, For further 

d«[ai]s pee Bom, Qtiarteriy ReviaWp April, J&57, pp* 167, 368* 
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paraded throug-h the fleet iviih a halter round his fleck and 
hanged ; and the latter had to stubrnk to a severe public 
dogging. ^ 

At I he commencement of 1756 a roval squadron, under 
Vice-Admiral Watson, visited Hombay for the first time 
since the island had become the property of the Company^ 
Taking advantage, of this ctrcumstiiflcci a combined mili- 
tar>' and naval expedition was despatched from Hombay 
against V^ijayadurg, the stronghold of the pirate Tulaji 
Anglia^ The military' forces consisted of Soo European 
soldiers, 300 Topassesp and 300 sepoys under Colonel 
(aflen\'ards Lord) Clive? while the naval force com¬ 
prised H.M.S. Acrtjf (the nagstiipp 75 ti+M.Sp 

Cumber/attii (fhigshlp of Rear-Admiral Pocock, 66 guns), 

I Ti£i r (60 guns), H.M.S. (|oguns|, 

H+M.Sp (30 guns)p and fl,^^.S* * A 7 ng- 

fisAt^r {16 gunsjt and the liombay Mariiie ships />e- 
Aic/pr {Commodore Jarneii, K^nsjp (aS guns], 

(iS goflJiJ^ Gfiardian (38 gun^")^ (t6 

guns)p together with the bomb vessels lifierp 

Tnumfi/t^ and On the latter were 

embarked a company of arrlllery under Captain Torcy ; 
and the fleet was further augmented by 4 grabs and 40 
galIIvats belonging to the Marathas. Suspicions, however, 
being entertained that the Marathas were acting in concert 
w'ith Angria* operations were precipitated so as to exclude 
them from all share in the enterprise. Tlie Admiral having 
attacked and burned the piratc*s fleet, Clive inlerposed his 
forces on the land-side between the fort and the Marathn 
general vvho had hastened to cooperate. On February' 
the 13th, 1756, the fort fellp and a large quantity of can¬ 
non, amm^^nltion and specie fell into the hands of the 
victors. The total disappearance of Aagria from the 
arena of external politics led to a proposal to again 
dues the Manne> but this the Bombay Council declined to 
do, owing to the fact that war had broken out betw'een 
France and England.* Hence It came about that Com- 

^ The Btutifiy Act wi.ji made Applicable hy RoyAt WflrfAGl In 
tha CniepAny'a railjtiLry aed naval forrei in Indta on ihc jjth 
Alvchp i7Si|^ 

* Pub. Dep. Courts Letters S af 1757-176111 iSh 
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mod ore James vvnii enabled firstly to seize the 1-rench ship 
and carry her aj* * a prize into Bombay^ and 
secondly to start on u voyage round the coa-^t of India In 
the middle of tlie south-west monsoon, with the object of 
proving that communication between the eastern and 
western coasts of [ndm was possible at all seasons of 
the year. This feat of navigationp which largely revolii- 
Uonised the csistiiig ideas of the value of the Marine, was of 
double service to the English ; for Commodore James^ 
not Only brought to Bengal the tidings of the outbreak 
of hostilities wi Eh the French, but also lent 500 men from his 
ships to Fort William^ by which timely accession to their 
strength Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive were enabled 
in M:ircb> J757, to capture Chandernagore and thus deal 
a severe blow lo French power and commerce in the 
East,* 

Indeed daring the erltJeal years of warfjire betiH'cen 
France and England the ships of the Bombay iMarine nvcrc 
constantly engaged in co-operating with the RoveiI \av) p 
fighting actions off the Indian coaiftSp and in snccessfullv 
acting as “the Police of the Indian seas'" against thu- 
many bands of pirates which still infested the Persian 
Gulf and wesftem coast,^ Their excellent services had 
the effect of directing the Company's attention more closely 
to their ClrcumsUitices and welfare ; ajiid stringent orders 
from the Court of Direclorr anent the religions and morul 
character of both officers and men* and tlio prohibition in 
t7it of gambling and swearing*^ w'^ere follow’cd in 1760 
by permi-sslpn to wear a regular uniformand in 1766 


* For further laf Cornmndore laine!^, 

and VVcAlem India. lU t5i. 
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LaWft Hlj^iury of the Endian Sxvy^ I, i^fl. Shortly after thin 
Coaimodore Jame* retired and Was prevenird by Ehe Court of 
ptrertora wilh a ^ word iti rveagniilicm ol hlsdindn^ui-^hod scfviee», 
Appoinled lacerfo a i^eat an llie Bedard ef DireclorSp ho held the 
posla af Dopuiy Clhalrffian and. CbairEnan m sucrofi^iioa. and also 
entered Parliamenl. It, 177S M. M. the King crealod him a Baro^ 

net land he subscqi^entEy beeame Govern or of Oreenwteh HcHUpitaJ, 
and elder brother and Deputy-Xl ashler of Trinity H ouse. 

* Low'll HiitOry of the Indian N"ary\ I, 144, 

* Govemnnent Ofder Book, 1751, 

* Bam. Gov* Coa^ a4th June 17*0. Pub. Diary J4 of 17^. 
The emironn waa a blue frock coat turned up with yellow^ with 
4 m 3 . coats and waialeoata of the same c^dour. The bighcr 
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by the Issue of a complete set of orders regard!ilg discipline 
for the use of the Commanders, wliich constituted the fir^t 
body of oSlck! regulations ever published for the Marine 
service.* Lttler, in 1771^ the pay of seamen, who had 
been in the habit of demanding escorbltant ivageSj whs 
formally regulated^ und tlie total force, which had some¬ 
what outgrown the needs of the period^ was reduced and 
re-^irgani^ed. The year lyyj witnessed the fir>i surveying 
etpedition undertaken by the Bombay Marine* Jt eon- 
iiisted of the schooner Fttx {6 gunsh the ketch, 

and one fiaiamar under the command of Lieutenant Robin' 
son^ aided by Lieutenant Porter and Midshipmen Hlair 
and MiscalKp who managed to explore the coasts of 
Mekran. Sind, and Kadiinwnr], and a portion of Arabia 
aTid Persia They may be said to have laid the foundations 
of the present Glaring Sur^'cy of Indiat which through¬ 
out the various vicissitudes of the Indian na«i-al ser^'ice 
has ever continued unchecked the arduou-^ task of scieniL 
fically delineating the coasts of Indiat Burma and the 
Persian GulL Two years later (1774) a squadron of the 
Bombay *Madiie under Commodore Watson coHjpCfated 
with Urigadicr-GcnurHl Robert Gordon in the attack and 
capture of Thana from die Marathas*; and In 1775 
occurred the heroic struggle between the A'oH^rr, com^ 
manded by Lieutenant Prucnp and an overwhelning 
Mamtha fleet under the command nf the Peshwa^s 
Admiral Anandrao Dhulnp i in wrhlch nearly every officer 
and seaman on board the Rart^c^r ^vas either danger¬ 
ously w^ounded o r killed^J fn lyflo the ships of the 

tfradcft Wore fftdng^ uf laei:. M i*lih Lpmeii and mw»leri of 

gkllivaLp were SHsalJ jOand ctiffsp bet ?ielocin^0r 

^ Bom* Gov* Cort* loth March 177&. Diarj' ^ ' 7 ^\ 

*59- 

^ The sitDHtiori Of Tfaanii precJuded lh« enytoj of the 

Ve^cl of the MArine ; hut according to Gran! Uuff, _Ttio 
Go^^rner cxprc’iscd n wiAll!' lhat CnusiBodoJ'c WalKon shouly 
■ftttpcrlnt end; ihe nnvat patt of the enler|Sn^ej and have 
autiaofitv wilh General Gordon 3 and tne CommodOrOi ^ ^ 

Gefleral'ii aequleikcence in Ibe arrangemVnti cheerfully coJupUedk 
ConiEnpdare VValaon mortally wounded on the ihird^^y 0 
the 4icirc. A mOnornent lo fa is tBieinory was erected m b I* Thomas 

Cathedml. 

■ AmooK: those who died of iheir wound wwe Lieutonaul 
Pfuen, Colonel Huiuhciftloneh Majjsr SKmWi and lieutenants 
St nan and Taylor- General McLeod and Llcutcnftftl Scion were 
dangerously Wcucid cd. 
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Bombay Marine formed pari of ihe squadron under Sir 
Edward Hughes which co-operated in the suppresGion 
of Hyder All ? and m December two yenrs later (1782} 
a squadron under Commodore Arniyt«gc% who flew the 
broad pennant on the acted in concert with 

General Matthews on the Malabar Coast and helped to 
capture Rojamandrug^ Merju, Kundlipur^ Annnnpur and 
Xfnngnlcirc* In briefs there was hardly a naYxtl ertgage- 
mcnl during the latter half of the eighteenth century in 
which the Bombay Marine did not play a part r and it 
rendered e^ccellent service at the capture of Pondicherry, 
Trtncomalee* Jnfnapatam and Colombo*. Among minor 
cngageiticnts may be mentioned tliat betw^een the Vij^iYarrJ 
(6 gujTSl commanded by Lieutenant Hayes and four vessels 
belongiag to the Saaganin pirates in 1797, The 
had been despatched on □ political mission to the Hakim 
of Soumiafiip and while cros^ini^ the Gulf of Cutch was 
attacked by the four pirate-ships^ each of whom wms more 
than double her size. After three hours* desperate figbt- 
mgp during which she had two of the enemies" vessels 
lashed on each side, the manfiged to dirivo theui 

off ivith complete toss. Purng this period of almost 
continuous w^firfare, the casualties^ such as that of the 


^ The fulJDWxnif UhnmEirrvd verdlcl of Dr. Hov^', lhe Poti*!| 
^nvanh in 178S+ i£|u^t be held to be the caUc^c of fcgnonwicc pf 
ll|£ sehievem oats of the boitibny M&rine 

The tioTomment ef Bombay huve a murine of several vriiseEs, 
mounting « few j^unSp whirh nre [o nay ideq quite useless in time 
of war, for ihe MnraLluu have IweCq that sU-cckgtb, sind uamUJy ^ivc 
dcflnnee In the English -raariho. A» ihc Bombay vessels Are 
Holely cacruhilrd lo pTOtCrX I lie U-ade.it mighi be eaulty i^o ccml rived 1 
ihat the trade wouicl proied htelf, hy destroying the piratcfl which 
have Biraggied from the Dpf>uiile tontineiil, and for the [Immense 
expert Be these prOEcCtors are Uia inta incd w ith^ ii> coneirtiel a 
cou^e ofshi^ nfwar, whicb would Uppone those that are tiow 
bajlding al Tipua expense in lime of eiuergcney. The Oonvciys 
consisting often ef I wo hundred -Aofe/ae, genemlly set Oat from 
Burat at thelift of high springXi. According to^ ils slx« each boat 
m Ihe convoy pays the Commodofe Ra, la to tti. 28. This U the 
aoEe emolHoient belonging to the Cemmodore, as they call him, 
who Ihisstalion for one year, and generally makes an im- 
raense rorEtme during ihal period. Though the hoE^st merchauta 
paijr him this exorbitant demand^ of which the Company hate net 
a single farthingt, they Very often lose their toerchafidiiie under 
ihis protectLjHi. In 1788 E saw two haielirr carried o(F by the KocJya 
without further hindrance lhan a short chase by the Com- 
modore+ Bom^- Gov. Rei;+ Sec. XVT. New SerieSt 177-178^- 
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whicti founder&d with all bands in wert 

counterbhilanced by the zfiai in ship-butidings or 
Maneckji one of tbe famous family which for 

mon; than a century held the post of master ship-builders 
to the Marine.' The year 1 S 18 , and those immediately 
following It, were particularly notable for Activity in 
ship-building, among the finest vessels launched from 
the Government Dockyard bsing the ^fa/a^r {74 guns), 
and the Gangti^ ( 9 a g^ns) which aftenvards served 
the flagship of Sir Edw'ard Codrington at the battle of 
Navarino* 

In August J 79 S the Court of nirectors revised the 
hfarino regulationsp conferred rclath e rank as well as a 
retiring pension upon the officers, and formally prohibited 
the privilege of private trading which had up to that dote 
been permitted to all members of the Marine service. 
Further the duties of the service were distmclly defined to 
be :--|ff)The protection of trade, (ft) the suppression of 
piracy and the performance of the general duties of 
vesselsK (c] the convoy of transports^ and, if necessaryj 
the conveyance of troops, {jsf] the prosecutioa of Marino 
surveys in the Hast. A civiliim Superintendent, Mr, Philip 
Dundas, was appointed head of the Marine Board, and 
the two senior officers in the service were respectively 
appointed Mas ter-Attendant and Commodore at Bombay. 
The remainder of the fierx&Hifei comprised thirteen captains, 
33 first lieutenants, 2% second lieutenants* and 37 volun¬ 
teers, Later, on the 31 st May 1814 +a table of prece^ 


* The first ship built bv the Wadia* w^s launclied in 1735. 
The liMil the launched in whieh is snU in 

cerntniaaEon ■J^Cf JS years' work aa the head vessel i>t the ilanne 
Survey. Scsideathe ahipi buill for the InEfiAn Gevernfraent, the 
Wndias biaits aeverml SaMlf-^hipS And Ffignles for pie Brllish 
Navy* which were aLI famous tor their greal durabiLily. As an 
escAinplei BUiLy be oiCnliotied the IftiJncbed iin I 77 T" She 

W 4 J (hst used *5 A CaH3pai5y‘^!i jM-cket-baat, making several Inpa 
le Enelajid ; she then iejned itie Beta bay Hlarioet but 
after returned to I he packet-aervScc. In iSOo she was sold to tbe 
Dare* njid proocailEd to Ihe West [ndls* where *he wa* s*i*«3 hym 
Hriitah MaB'^’war for breach nf ireaiy aod e^adeinned a* a pciiet 
Next she Was purehRsed by the Adniiralty attd acted for xevera 

years as a war^^loop, the JcY//* Later shy became a merchaM 
veiseh and running out to India was fimalSy toit fiu the James and 
Mary sbosJ \n the Hugh in iBjj. 
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dcnctf in Tndta ft-as fixed b>'the warrant of the Prince 
Regent, whereby the Superintendent of .Marine took rank 
after Generals and Flag-Ofliecrit, Commodores after 
PoAt-'Caplains of the Royal Navy, (tnd Senior Captains after 
Captains of the Royal Na%'y of more than three years* 
service. Fresh regtilatlons as to uni form were published 
in t8io; and in 1834 the rank of Commander was tempo¬ 
rarily abolished, and on increased number of Captains* 
appointments were created. Finally on the 3otH June [S37 
a Royal Warrant conferred upon the officers of the Indian 
Murine equal rank, according to their degree, with oRicers 
of the Royal Navy within the limits of the East India 
Company's Cliarter; a warrant from the Admiralty per¬ 
mitted the vessels of the Bombay Marine to fly tlie Union 
Jack and I ennant ‘ s and it was decided that on officer of 
the Royal Navy sitould henceforth be Superintendent or 
head of the Marine Service,* The year 1830, the last of 
the period under di-icussion, witnessed the inauguration 
of a family pension fund under tlie auspices of the Bom¬ 
bay Govern mem. and the alteration of the title of the 
service to that of indSan Navy, which consisted at this 
date of 12 C.iptairK, 9 Comniandecii, 51 Lieutenanls and 
69 Midshipmen. 

Meanwhite tlie service had successfully maintained its 
reputation for efficiency and courage, Several vessels of 
the Bnmbay Marine participated in the Egyptian Campaign 
of tSo! under Sir R.ilph Abercrombie 1 and in tSoa n 
squadron under Commodore John Kayes * was despatched 
to protect the trade of the Bay of Bengal from Frencli 
aggression. It was during this year that the Company's 
fourteen-gun brig A*^, cartving despatches, was captured 
m the Persian Gulf by the French vessel Fariune. 
commanded by the famous Captain SurcoufF. The com! 
mandcr of the Fiy with great gallanirj' succeeded in run- 


' Wnmuit or the Duheof Clarence, I3lh June 1SJ7. 

D®'"' ,‘1'!!*'’^“ Malcolm, C.B.,R,N.. we* ihe fimt 
oppainled hend of the Marine. H* tai 

..li-r tfiSVlSIS's"!,?,",’' a, tor. 
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nmg his ship into shoa^l-water and thor-i^ inking' all his 
treasure and despatchesi in order to prevent their being 
seized by the enemy. In 1810 a squadron of five 
Bombay ships under Captain Deane helped the nax^al 
force under Admiral Bertie to take Mauritius and capture 
the French ships in Port Louis:; and In iSii another 
squadron under Commodore Hayes pLarticipated in the 
conquest of Java. For their services on this occasion the 
officers and men received the med^l granted for the expe¬ 
dition and were warmly thanked by the Governor-General. 
Lord Minta. Again in i8jj the Bombay Marine was em¬ 
ployed in the action against the Sultan of Sambar, losing 
many men from sickness i and in 1815 a small squadron 
under Captain Bfast was despatched to blockade the coast 
of Cutch and the strongholds of the piratical tribes of 
Kathiawar. During the Maratha war the attack on the 
fort of Suvarnadurg in December iSty* * and the reduc¬ 
tion of the fort of Madangad gave further opportunities 
to the Bombay Marine to display its FighUng capablliiies^ 
which were warmly acknowledged by the Govcrnor-Gcne- 
ral-in-Council «nd by Colonel Kennedy, who commanded 
the attack on the latter stronghold^ ; while in i8ig a 
squadron under Captain Hall pcrfontied yepman-service 
in the extermination of piracy in the Persian Gulf. The 
year 18 jo was meiriorable in manne annals for the siege 
of Mocha^ which fell after a spirited defence on the 
^ylh Decemher, chiefly owing to the g.ilknt conduct of 
the Bombay Marine forces under Lieutenants Faithful 
Robinsont Jones^ Elwln, and Tanner*; nnd in the follow'- 
ing year Captain Hardy Commander Stout 

(PrtJtce 0/ Itaks), Lieulenanl Dominicelti {jPjyrAeJ and 
Lieutenant Robinson ( 1 %^/) fought the famous nction 
which reduced the Ben-ibn-Ali Arabs to submission. On 


1 Tht attack on Savarnaditrg wai partly ted by Ueutenom 
D£iii3tni€eti;i and Ihiriy seamen* and the sauie oflicer, togeibrr 
With Cnplain Fan^eharaOn and Lieulcnnot Cugas, was prrjenl at 
the escatade of Madangad. The vriwel* ena ployed in the attack 
on £ lafaruaduri^ were the 4f/ HWw and TArr^i with inaaller 

erah. 

* Letter from Captain Luiiib>% 8e«iar Naral Officer, Hr M, 8 
To/^ag, off Dec. 11 n tSju* 10 ihc CeJUfflanders of the Cam- 

pan y'fl eruiiera dnifUp^r and Tknmgi* 
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the close oT the first Burinese war In rS 25 the Bombay 
Marine shared ivlth the RovaI Navy the thanks of both 
Houses of Fiirllament for their skilfulp g'allantp and 
merJtonous e?ccrtions " in the operations against Ava* ; 
while m 1837 the was employed undez Sir Gordon 

Bremer in blockading Berbcra tind the adjacent Somali 
coast in revenge for the plunder of an English brig by 
Somalis In 1S25. 

Nor tvaii the important work of Marme surveying neg¬ 
lected during thesje early years of the nineteetK century, 
A Marine Survey Department was established in Bengal in 
1S0Q1 Captain Wales of the Bombay Marine being appoint' 
ed the firat Surv'eyor-Gcnenilj and much important work 
was earned out in the Bay of Bengal by the Asmj*e^ 
the PaniAi^i^, and the Anfchfie. In tlie year previous 
Captain Horsburghp Hydrographer to the Company^ 
published the first edition of his East India Directory^ 
which was largely based upon (he surveys carried out by 
officers of the Bombay Marine “ ; m 181 j the JVroff/e mid 
the under Captain Surce suiw^e^'cd rhe East Coast 

of Africa asf far south as Zanzibar ; and from 1S31 on¬ 
wards, under the auspiceii of Captain Diinlel Ross^ a 
thorough survey of the Persian Gulf and olher seas W'as 
perTormecI bjr Liautanants Wdlsb^ad, McCluer and Haines. 
In the schemes for retrenchment wtitch Lord William 
Bentiflck formnlated in tSaS, the Marine Suri'ey Depart- 
tnent was pmctically abolished« but so Important was Its 
work acknowledged to be timt in 183,0 two brigs were 
again commissioned for survey duties. In the Name year 
Commander John Nilson undertook an experimental voj*- 
age in the Hugh Lindsavi a steamer built in Bombay. 


» Proceedinffs of Kou«e of Commoa*, 6rh Mey »8»r i House of 

r .ft '4*h May iAjj, The Bomeay Marine ship, on■rsired !n tho 

ihe rrw«. 

-r'f? **-001,5, (Cepeain Coodrideoh Ihe 

T^ht (Cdmmand« MpddlemnJ, Ihe Primer mf lrd 4 r« (Leulenen t 
CoU.^o>, Jtjeit {Laplain PoyatOn)* the Perae/e) Ueutenan t 
MacdonaJJb *“* yntml tLieuleuont Cay) and the JPreeerrf {Captain 
Cranford), hovera] small brt(r*, ichoqnera. and packols. a^ed 
with ij.pounders and ,wivel.jnins Were else employed. Commo. 
dare Kayo, the Senior OffiirOr of Herine, eo dislingiitthed him- 
s^f Ehat he r-flCeiTed a kfiighlhaixl. 

* Lflw't History of th« Indiui Navy-355, 
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with the object of proving that the Red Sea route muat^ 
with the advent of iteam, become the high-road between 
Europe and India. The voyage to Suez took 39 days, 
and in spite of the difficulty of currying sufiicient coal in 
50 small a vessel {411 tonsK entirely successfuL^ 

The Bombay Marina saw a. considerable amount of ser¬ 
vice between the first and third quarters of the nineteenth 
century. On the i6th Apfilf Captain Sawyer of the 

EiphimUme shattered the power of the Beni-yas x\rabN of 
the Persian Gulf, who had fitted out a powerful fleet pf three 
hundred with the avow'ed inteniion of ntlacking and 

overpowtriogihe Company’s crulscrs^^ and in the same year 
several officersof the Indian Navy took in the .successful 
eispedition which explored the Shat-el-Arab and Euphrate-s'. 
and paved the w ay for trade by peaceful negotiations with 
the Arabs. Three years later (1838), when it was decided 
to occupy Afghanistan, the vessels of the Indian Navy were 
employed to convey troops to the mouth of the Indus and 
to act as a blocknding-squadron at that point; while in 
1859 a squadron w'as despatched to aid in the occupation of 
Karachi» which however fell without a struggle^ In the 
same year during the operations which foliow'^ed the 
cvacualion of the British Residency at Hu shire the Indian 
Navy ships and Eufihra&i were placed under the 

orders of Admiral Mmtlandp who on relinquishing his 
command in the Persian Gulf passed a high culo^' upon 
the conduct of both officers and men ; and a still more 
favourable coinmendfttion waii parsed both by the Court 
of Directors in 1840 and the Bombay Government in 1S39 
on the conduct of Commander Haines, Lieutenant Daniell 
and Midshipman Nisbett at the bombardment and capture 


* ll may be iiol«d th*t tTiC finil sea-giJlag at«fiier (^f the Bom 
buy Marfine was Ihq E»trrpri4g^ buill m EngUnd mivtl 

ourchaKd by CovctnmeTtl in ifiiy. Prior lo tin* dale, sfiveria 
Had been in Uae, untably ihe wb|Ch under 

her enjflnecr, Sir* AtidjCrwrt, perfcjrmed uscfiil work &n a« 
Irmwa 4 t 4 y dufing ihfr fir*l llunneM *'**''^ The lecond s^amar 
m a*, ihe ^frrmifie built and taUnChc'd at Borabd-y In bhewa* 

or tom burden, lao horae-jfwwer nrtd CIMTitd B-tnch gun*. 


■ Caplatd Sawyer reCraved the thank i both of the ^mbay 
GovcmmHil nod nl the BfitEati Envoy av the Court of 
wat ftlw perinitled to accept a sword of bonowf froDi H- H- Ihn 
lutana of Muftcak 
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of Aden in the latter year* * Nor must mention be omitted 
of Captalri Monjsby and Lkutennrtt 0:irker» both officers of 
the [ndlsm Knvy^ who concluded the cornmerclai tncaly of 
1840 with Sultan MuhamniEid bin ^fuhammad of ^^eila* 
whereby the Mussab Island.^ in the bay of Tajura were 
ceded to the British. The year is memorable for the 
outbreak of the China war 0840-43)^ when the Indian 
Navy sblps AJI^dar^ MemuttH, Mi^duSa 

and co-operated with the KoyalNavy^; whi]e ia 

1843 the J/dis/wcr, the and the Fitint/ under 

Commander Noit participated In the expedition to Sind, 
the officers and crews of the three ships talcing^ part in the 
battle of Minni and the capture of Hyderabad and rccelv'ing" 
the Sind medal with clasps for their services. Shortly 
afterwards^ On the outbreak of the insurrection of 1S44-45 
in the Southern Marntha Countiy^ the fndhm Navy carried 
to Vengxtrla the troops despatched to quell the revolt land 
in the military operations of 1845-46 in New Zealand the 
£fp/i^nsioHc under Commander \'oun|t played a prOmSnejit 
part in the capture of Ruapetnpekn. Well deserved too 
the com men dafion passed by the Court of Directors 
and the Govemor-Generul upon Conirnander Pow^ell and 
his men^ who constituted the Indus flotilla during the 
operations prior and sul^equeiit to the sieg;e of Multan in 
1848-49 j and tha honours awarded to olficers of the In^hn 
Navy on the close of the second Burma wor (185^) wore 
universally held to be but a just acknowledgement of the 
devices of men wbo had shared in the capture of Martaban^ 
Rangoon, Basscin, Prome and Fs^ix^ and had home no 
small part in the suppression of dacoity on the Upper 
Irrawaddy- One of the salient features of the war was 
the excelicni shooting of the Indian Navw flotilla, which 
contrived that *Mhe shells burst to a hntVs breadth just 


-.1PI ^ [ Director prvicnttfd Coatmhnder Hsdfic* whh a 

Val«i:d af ico *Hd DafiicM whn 

valued al l» To Mid.hipmnT. Nfflwlt they 

5W kR coRfidcrAhyn of the weunJ rrceivef by hn« 

.'(“Mr. 


* For hi^ i^e-TVices in 
Caplain Oliver, 
wfiL^ -kniifbtcd m l8«. 


^nachiu: h ii[, the «Kipni|ition le the Chinn 
u ' i’ ^“reitinendenl of (he Indi-n N*vV 
He Uitd or aunitrolic on thB^ih April 1845, 
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wW th«y were ifiiendcd to, an<J did the pi«ci,« nmounl 
of mischief required". ’ Tlie >>ear 1852 also ttHincssed 
the suppressioft of piriites on the northeast const of 
Koriteo by the Setnifumit and Pltiin, while the Qtm» and 
the Eifihiiistenf were engaged four years later (ifisft) in 
helping the Turks to defend Hodeida. 

Meanwhile the cortditJon of alTairs in Persia was such as 
to oblige the Indian Naval authorities to strengthen 
their squadron and commission oeiv warships. Tlie 
fall of Herat brought matters to a head and on the 
ist November iSj5, the Governor-General issued a 
declaration of war against JVrsia* The naval portion of 
the forces engaged was drawn entirely from the Irdlan 
Navy, with Rear-Admiral Sir N. J. Lske in command, 
and Commodore Ethersay of the Indian Navy- as second-in- 
coRunond, ftushire was bombarded and captured on the 
loth December 1855, and a similar fate befell the strongly- 
fortified town of Mobamrncrah on the aGth March, 1^57, 
The latter action drew from the Governor-General in 
Council a most cnlogistk notification, of which the follow¬ 
ing is an eatraet t— "That the ofTicers, seamen, artillery¬ 
men, marines and others of the squadron did their duty 
with intrepidity and ardour is the smallest part of the 
praise which is owing to them. The plan of the naval attack, 
which was to be carried out in shoal and narrow waters, 
and in a rapid current, by steamers of heavy draught, 
some of them encumbered with vessHs in tow, and the 
thoroughly suceesaful execution of every part of it, without 
miscarriage or confusion of any kind in face of strong 
defensive works at point-blank mnge, have given proof of 
a cool Judgment, a well-ordered discipline, ant! a skilful 
management, of which Commodore Young and the oflicers 


ships 

•“ I he Burro* war were the Seuiir^, 

And Jitdiiia. C^immixtare Lyncb wab In 

Coattnanden Cutipbcll and l^emmc Were wttb bWordii Pf 

honour ;^d aJl ih^ oFfrffrrji and m^n TvceiYcd Avn iMcduJ and 
apftcifll flotilla of Tivw-^uaboAX% far the Bupiirrv«ii:>i] of 
l^etalcaftfil AylMhurywho rcCeivifd Ihe 
thankR ^Lh or Lord Dalhounh? and ihc Suprrmi- lor 

5? Jlf JC />w#aod werfl both wr«clEf d 

on Ific Irraik'addy. 
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and moo under his command may weU be proiidi^^" Among" 
minor semens pet formed by th* * Indian Navy at this datts 
may be mentioned the participation of the Auckland 
(Commander Draught^ in the suppression of piracy !n 
Borneo in 1SS6-57 and in the military operations in South 
China, ns w-ell as the seizure of Ferim Island in 1^57 by 
Lieutenant Tcmplarp comm finding the The out¬ 

break of the Indian Mutiny In 1S57 olFcred the Indian 
Navy further opportunity for active nervicep A naval 
brigade from the Aiicktaridt Punjaud^ Semirmnts^ 2^citobia 
ttud for n&^rly three years in the mili¬ 

tary ope ration in BengTil and Assam ; the Bcrrmce and 
Vic/^rta transported troops both to Karachi and the ports 
of the South Konkan in the iveth of the souih-ivesl mon¬ 
soon : a second navaJ brigade co-operated with the 
militarj^ forces In the Southern Maratha country ; and 
Captain Jones of the IndiEin Navy earned the unqualified 
approval of both the Indian and British Governments for 
his energy and success in holding Persia and the Arab 
tribes oI the Gulf iit bay during the greatest crisis that 
British prestige in the East has ever h&d lo face.^ The 
talc of the tvar-services of this period closes with the 
successful bombardment of the island of Bet in ihe Gulf 
of Catch in 1859,' and the prosecution of the China ivar of 
In the course of which the attack on the Taku forts 
vras led by the Cffromandei under the command of Lieut¬ 
enant Walker of the Indian Navy* Such is the record of 
w^ar-service of the Indian Navy {the old Bombay Marine) 
up to the close of 1863,— a. recotd in truth of which any 
country and any public service might be justly proud* 


* Notilicalion of tb* Govemor-GcncraHTi C^ncU, aiMd Apfih 

iS^j.—Co^fflnidorc VonniT Ccwncnodopc EtherBajft'^ho 

committed suicide ^ OTi th t I Tib Marcht At t bcel’MC of Iho 

Fertiftn War Sir II. J, Leeic# was created a K* C* 0*i and the 
c. P. wai conffirred apaei Commodore Young, Csplaina Grimlh^ 
and JonlduH, Add Comraandei- tlenniCi Tlio whole naval force 
rertived ibe war medals 

* History or ihe Indian Kavy^ [1, ^tOi 

■ Bel Uiaod had been sr-lssed hy the piralical WaghorS. The 
ship* eoKwged m capS Bring it wore the 

Clydf^ Conifanrt^ undvr Comfflandof Croltcjidei'* 
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As tcgtxrd^ the orgAnization of the Marino from iS^ to Orgjjnigotm* 
various factj* dcscn-e noikgp In the first place the 
appointment of Master Attejidaot ViiHs abolished about 
tSjfH his plaet being taken by a Controller of ihe Dock* 
yard *; and in a steam-packet service for the 

carriag^e of malls to Egypt was instituted as an inlegral 
branch of the Marine, In factt from this date the Marine 
eitchanged its sailing vessels for steamers l the whole 
nature of the sen'ice wiis altered ; and the establbhment 
was reduced from 7 Captains, 12 Commanders and 45 
Lieutenants to 4 Captains^ B Commanders and 40 Lieut¬ 
enants* This reduction resulted In many of the ships being 
under-ufficcredt so that in (O41 the establishineut had 
iignln to be incrcMscd to 6 Captains, ra CommatiderSp 4S 
Lieutenants and 7a midshipmen and mates. Nor was this 
increase final ; for in 1I&47 orders were Issued fisting the full 
complement of officers at S Criptalnsp 16 Commanders, 68 
Lieutenants^ t ro midshipmen, together with r4 Pursers and 
12 Captain's clerks^ 14 Masters and 21 Second MASiers.^ 

At the same time the Superintendent was created a Com^ 
modore of the first class in the Indian Navy, while the 
Assistant Superintendent wa* always to be a Captain on 
the effective list. The post of Superintendent w^as how¬ 
ever finalty abolished in the year following (1848), Com¬ 
modore Sir Robert Oliver being created Coonmander^in- 
Chief of Che Indian ; and the broad pennant of the 

Indian Navy% which had up to that date been identical 
with that of the Royal Navy, iivas exchanged for a red 
fiag with a yellow cros!< and the Company's cogni^nce of 
a yellow^ lion and croism in the upper canton nearest the 
mast,* Ten years later 1 1S5S} on the assumption by Her 
Majesty of direct rule In India the designation 0/ the 
Indian Navy was altered to that of Her Majesty’s Indlitu 
Navyv but again changed to that of the Bombay 
Marine in 1^3, when a new code of reguiatfons for the 


^ Captain Cofro^ the firal C^nlnitlcr. He Largely rvdaced 
expenditure wtcIiuuI any aaerifice of clHciency* 

* Luw'i Hlitory exf the rndiun Nivy, 11 , 19 $. 

* Cow's Hl»EDr^ of (he Indian Navy, II, p. xOI# T^se Com- 
m'Ddcfc in the Persian Gutf allowed « ^ImElar tfaK ^ith m blue 
Few* 
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service was proinuilgatiJd. SlFtlttllAUCOUsly with this alter¬ 
ation of tUlc^ European seatncn were aboliah^d from the 
service^ and members of tJie sea-faring population of the 
Ratnagin District were fccruited in Iheir place* Tliese 
men. who have manned the vessels of the Indian Marine 
up to the present day, are descendants of the old coitst 
pirates with whom the Bombay Marine waged -so fierce a 
struggle during the seventeenth centuty. 

The following table shows the net annual cost of the 
Indian Navy from 1 S 53 to 1863 ^ including the cost of the 
Bengal Marine+ for which no separate accounts were 
kept* I — 


Vc»f. 1 

Aowurfll. !| 

i V 

f > e^r. 


tS54‘55 

1 855‘Ji^ 

1^5^57 ... 

185^5^ — 

! jC3S^*“4^ ! 

£409.4!$° 

£434.*ST 
£4bH>>94 
£ 1 ,neD,iwu 

1 

1859-60 
|ft>66^l 
iS^I^'l +11- 

1861.63 ... 

£i,«9M.4M 

j£;t,oeO|C]CMj 

£ 7^,000 


From to 1 ^ 139 + during Sir Charles Malcolm's tenure 
of oflice as Superintendent of the Indian Navy. large surveys 
w^cre conducted in the Red Scai, the Gulf of Aden and 
the Persian Gulf, under the auspices of Captain El won. 
Commanders Haines and Morc^ly nnd Lieutenant Well* 
steadp A portion of the east coast of Africa and Socotra 
Island was explored, and surveys were also carried out 
in the 5^1 aldive and Laccadive Islands and at the mouth ol 
the Indus^ Sut during Sir Robert Oliver's tenure of 
oiltcc (JS 39 - 4 S) Tfclarine surveying wfis almost entirely 
abandoned J and it was not until 1 S 44 lhat vessels w^re 
once ngaifi fitted out and commissioned for this purpose, 
and that surveying was again commenced on the west 
coast of India and in the gulf of Aden. Tn spite of 
difficulties nnd privations, an immense quantity of sclen- 
title work was ajccompli nhcd be tween 1848 and 1^63 on 
the Jhelnm and Indus riverst ir* the gulf of Cutchp and the 

‘ tu tearing theUinae cf the htatiny^ Uflien thr 

Indian Navy deapalchcd nearly i.Sqd ofiiE^rs and men raremploy- 
foertt on shufr^ and the Henfful Marine also had tarjm eontiageri*^ 
wolfing in variow^ pfl rta of BmgaT, I he eapcndllore ab- 

nchpnnl and rO»r to nearly a tnillien liteHing. 
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of Katlilavvarr Gujarut* and Kanarah Surveys ivcre 
also made of the harboursi of Bombay and Chau I, of the 
voast of the P?orth Konkan and of th* South Mai w bar 
coastwhile general surveys were conducted in the Hay 
of Bengal, in the gulf of Marlaban, on the Pegu coast and 
Ihe rivers of Burma, and as far south as the Stmils of 
Malacca mid the north coast of Sumatra-* In 1861 wJl the 
nhart^i sailing directions, original drawings and copper 
platei^ were transferred from the India Olhce lo the Admi¬ 
ralty, imd the Indian Marine Survey Department was 
placed under the control of the HyUrographer tn the 
Admiralty. 

^Notwithstanding that the last forty ycai^ have 
afforded very little opportunity for service In India^ 
the Indian Marine has yet played its part in the strug¬ 
gles of the Bmpirer They were ships of the Bombay 
Marine and hired transports under the command 
of the Superintendent xvhich conveyed the expeditionary 
force from India on the outbrcJih of the Abyssinian 
war in i£6Sj while two of the service gnn^boatSj the 
and the /lu^k took part in the operations 

against Bahrein in 1S70* The troopst guns and ammuni¬ 
tion required for Ihe prcRiCcution of the Afghan campaign 
of 1879 were likewise conveyed to Karachi by Indian 
Marine vessels, as also were the troops engaged in 
the Egyptian campaigns of rSSe and 1885. The oHicers 
and men of the Indian Marine employed in both campaigns 
received the QueenV Medal and the Khedive^s Star. The 
year 18S5 witnessed the fitting-out of turret- 

ship A&yssntw on a war-footing in conssqucncc of the 
si rained relations between the British nnd Russian 
governmonts ; and in October of that year the troopships 
and river-sleamer.H of the Indian Ma.rine w-cre again btisiJy 
employed in the third Burmese War,* This was follo^vcd 

^ The moat ccn^pici^OUfi of ihe Srliirine ^Etrii-eyops of Ihi* epoch 
i^ert CnptAmf Cofkilabk, W*rd, Hc*tlicote» I>ufldai-T»ylor, 
He'Mfii#, Sliffo, nnd and miso Uoutenant Groiinder+ 

3lIao of the rndian Navy, who In 1850 nccrompMicd iho Governor^ 
Gc^iterjd to FfishAWar lO explore thv riven of th« Nflcth-WMl 
Frontier. 

^ For their serrtcea in Burena the officeri ood men ofllte InduUl 
Mnrifie recriTWl the Indin ffonerni rped*! wllh €ta*pAnd Ihe conj- 
nirndalion of Use Govertior-Gen rral in CoonclJ- Dlxtm- 
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by ihft Chin-Ltisbai expedition of iSftg -And the Sunkm ex¬ 
pedition of iS06, In which the Tndij^Ji Marine pliiyed an 
equally useful r 5 le ; * * whi(e on the oiilbreaik of the South 
African War in 1899 the entire contfngfent from India was 
despatched by the Director of the Royal Indian Marine 
from Bombay^ with unequalled celerity^ and n considerable 
number of the oliicers and seamen of the sen ice were em¬ 
ployed in transport and allied duties. They j^galn saw service 
In the China VVar of r^oooi/ and in the operations in 
Somaliland in two officers and a detachment of 

men beiiig attached to the field-force on the iittter occasion 
and one of the Indian Marine vessels bein^ statldned ns a 
hospital-ship at Bcfhera+^ Of achievements of other kinds 
may be noted the a^sbtance given by the sendee at the 
Hindu'Muhammedan riots of iSqj in Bombay^ and the 
part played in Lord Cunton's political tour of 1903 in the 
Persian Gulf, when the Jffird/ngriA^as chosen to 

convey the Viceroy and his staff throughout the tour. 

The Indian Trooping service w^■^s organired in 
with Captain Young as Resident Transport Officer in 
Bombay^ and necessitated an increase of the personnel^ 
w hich in 1870 comprised 1 3 commanders, 10 first officers, 
ti second ofUcers^ 7 third oFficerSp and 109 engineers 
dmded Into four classes^ This was followed In 1877 by 
the entire reorgaiuzatlon of the marine service, Captain 
(afterward!! Admiral) Bythesea, V.C.pC.B,^ having 

been appointed consulting naval officer to the Government 
of India for this purpose in 1S74. Up to this date the 
vesisels and crew's of the Indian Marine had been subject 
neither to the Merchant Shipping Act nor to the Naval 
Ajrticles of W^ar, and there were no means of eiTecriveTy 
controlling the crew"s+ In accordance w'lth the scheme 
propounded by Captain R> these a the Bombay Marine was 

gulshed Service Order Was awArded le CommBiadi.-r Carpenter, 
R. X^i^flhe M^rhie Survey and to Camma=nder Camptielh L M., 
tran^jwriHdfficer at jtandata>v 

* FliitJ gfade officer G. H, Hoirand^ f. M.,, was aw'arded the 
Dn S. 0+ for his service* a* tranfpOrt-oflieer in this expedition. 
He was suhaeqHeaUy giwrr Ihe companionship of the Indian 
Empire for similar worEc in South Africa, 

’ Commander Elderton and Uenfenant HowAqd both received 
I he S. O, On the conetusuon of the Chlea iV'ar. 

* Command er iCendaCE received the B^S.O. en thi* occaslotr. 
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amal^nmaled with the other murtne establishntentN in 
IndMi wnder the title of Her Majesty's Indian Marine* * the 
service bein^ divided into a wenicm division with its 
head-quarters at Bombay and an easiern division with its 
head-quarters at Calcutta i and the dudes of the amalga¬ 
mated service were defined to be {a} the transport of 
troops and government stores on the Jndian coartta or to 
any country to which it might be necessary to despatch 
troops^ (ij the maintenance of station-shipa in Burma* the 
Andaman bland^« Aden, and the Persian Gulf* for politi- 
cal^ police, lighting and other purposes, fr") the tnsdntenajice 
of gun-boats on the Irrawaddy und Euphrates, nnd (d) 
the building, manning, repairing and general supervision 
of aU local government %'essels and launches and of vessels 
and launches used for military purposes. * This rc- 
otganideation uecessttalcd a redistribution of the stoiT, 
which in 1S79 comprised iS commanders, 10 first, S 
second, 9 third and ro fourth officers ; 6 mates and 9 
gunners : G3 engineers and 10 clerks. In iSSa the mpid. 
e^ctension of the Marine Service fed to the abolition of the 
appointments of Superintendents at Bombay and Calcutta 
vrhich had formed part of the reorganizatlon^scheme of 
tS77, and to the creation in their place of a Director, ivho 
W'as always to be an officer of the Roybal Navy with his head¬ 
quarters In Bombay, and of a Deputy Director, to be an 
officer of the Indian Marine stationed in Calcutta * and in 
tSfT4 the post of Assistant Secretary to the Government oi 
India (Marine Deparimcntjwa.^ i^placed by that of Assistant 
Director of the Indian Mariner But the tale of alteration 
was not yet complete. In October 1S87 the present Endian 
Marine Act came into forcer and in 1891 Her Majesty Queen 
\^ctrpria issued an order in Council, altering the title of 
the Ser^'Lce to that of The Royal Indian Marine and 
ordering that under ihe titles of Commander* Lieutenaiit 
and Sub-Lieutenant* the Officers of the Marine shouEd 
rank with, but junior to, Royal Naval Officers of equal rank 
and should wear the same uniform as Officers of the Royal 

* Order of the Go^^em^^r^G^emJ in CauticH* 6tb J^dy, iSjji 

* .ttarine CircotAr 5 of f^h .^prlh The post of Astullani 

Seeretary ImJ been created in KtSo on that vaoalloti of his m 
coiisulllnj; HAvml offreer hy Admiral ByEhnea* Order of 

Ihe GuVCrTier^jenerAl in CamreiJ^ J7 0f Jtatio* 
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Kavy with the exi^eption of the device oi\ the epaulelteSf 
^wor-d-hiltt badg^ii and hutlons arid uf ihe la.ee on the 
slesrv'CNp Frtvlou^lyi in 1884^ the Admiralty hud i^^Hued 
a warfiint 5^4^ncllonlIlJ^ the use fay ships of the Royal Indian 
Marine of the present en^jtg-n (n blue flag with the star of 
India in the fly) and the Marine Jack (a LTnioo Jack with 
narrow btue harder}. Since tS^t no further drastic 
alterations have been made ^ but new rcj^ulationSr designed 
to ameliorate the position of petty olficers and sc^amen In 
reg?ird to pension^ ^vere published in I9ca6| whereby the 
men are enrolled in the first instance for three years with 
the option of ebeting for further ser^ricc^ The total 
Marine charges for the year 1^7-08 amounted to ao lakhs 
and the number of officers In the service on the isl April 
P909 was as shoivfi in the subjoined table 


Rank. 

Nujuber. 

' Rink. 

NtamUer. 

Commanders 

iS 

Chief Engineers 

8 

Lieutenants 

46 

Engineers ... 

41 

Sub-IJeutenants 

as 

Assistant Engineers* 

1 aa 


The number of petty oflicers, seamen and stokers 
employed iii the service at the same date was about 1450, 
hIJ of them being Muhammadans of the Ratnagiri District. 
A large number of men are also employed in the Dockyard 
and on military^ steamers and launches, who are all 
considered for purposes of discipline and piiVt etc., as part 
of the Royal Indian Marine estah 1 ishmeiiL+ 

The Marine Survey has continued to perform useful work. 
In 187S It was re-organized am a department of the 
Indian Marine, Commander Dundmi Taylor being appoint¬ 
ed Superintendent of Siirt“cys with his head-quarters and 
drawing office at CakuEtit- By a subsequent order of rBSa, 
however^ the head^uariers were transferred from Calcutta 
to Bombay: and further re-organizattoa was effected in 
1883, whereby the Surveyor in charge and his three senior 
assistants were to be officers of the Royal Kavy, the junior 
grades being filled by officers of the Indian Marine, while 
the office for the i^i^ue of charts and notices to mariners, etc.* 
was locRted In the Bombay Dockyard, The season of 
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TtiCeHKt Msiy to October^ during which ths neiv charts arc 
drawTii wais under the new* scheme lo b* spent in Poona. 
In the following year an appointment of Surgeon-Naturalist 
onboard the surx'eying %'estiel /nvfshgafi^r was crCftted 
for the purpose of furthering scientific enquji^ into the 
deep-sea fauna obtained by dredging operations* At the 
present date (1906) tw-o vessels the and 

^^{Inr^mry are engaged in suni'eyJng work, but are shortly 
to b" replaced by two new ships ; Avhile since 1S94 the 
posts of senior assistant in the Marine Sur^^ey have been 
hi led entirely by officers of the Royal Indian Marine, who 
spend the recess at Coonoor in the Nifgiris. 

The Bombuy Marine was largely concerned with the 
history of the Naval Defence Squadron, whkh came into 
existence in Ifi/r. In that year the Indian CJovemmem 
purchased the two turret ships and Magdafn 

:it a cost of ;f4o6^ M o for the coast-defeace of rndia* and 
deputed officers of the Bombay Marine to command 
and navigate them* the guns bring worked for some 
little time by the Royal Artillery from Colaba. The 
squadron w’as mcrcnsed in 1889 by the purchase of seven 
first class torpedo-boats, the SiMr, 

Gurkha, Pathan, AWn and BaiuchL The Bombay Marine 
continued to be responsible for the maintennnce of the 
squadron until when the whotc defence fleet, com¬ 

prising at that date the two turret-ships, two torpedo gun* 
boats (The Assays and Piassy) purchased In tSqj* and 
seven torpedo-boats 1 was handed over to the Admiralty as 
part and pircel of the defences of India. The Magdahi, 
one of the gun-boatt, and three torpedo boats were kept in 
commission, the remainder being placed in reserve ; aiid 
ihc whole squadron wa.v under the command of a Captam 
ifi the RoyaJ Navy with the title of Senior Naval Officer, 
The officers were drawn partly from the Navy and 

partly from the Royal Indian Marine, while the crews were 
composed partly of blue jackets and partly of lascars* 
The Naval defence squadron lasted until 19031 during 
which period the officers of the Roj'al Indian Marine 
underwcot regular courses of InstriKrtioii in gunnery and 
torpcdo-pmcdcie * but in February of that year it wn_s 
decided to abolish the <iquadrDn, partly because the vessels 


NftvaJ 

DfTefice 

SqumdroO, 
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find became obsolete and partly becmj.>je their presence no 
[onger appeared necessary for the safeguarding of ihe 
coasts. I’he AdysstttJa and Magdufa were therefore sold 
and broken up ; the Assayt and Piiissy wiUi four torpedo- 
boats sailed for England; and the remaining three 
torpedo-boats tvere retained in reserve at Bombay untit the 
end of 1907^ when they were sold. 

The following statements show the strength of the 
Bombay Marine at different periods ;— 


^ 754 * 
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APPENDIX J. 

rAr Ni'gfi C^ 4 rf sf Bo/f&m 1862. 




[AiNUnl^ chiir^c- 

I of P^fX. 


WClIlEP Jtr^jCIta^ 

'T^ B'Ptiitiffvitlf 
Sir Mathew l^chard SflLUSSe» 
Kt., BAri^al^Law. 

Sir REfIfu-a CkiUch^ S^Sf-- 

Rl- Law. 

Rdbej^ta W^nlr^^p'Pi 
Kt,^ Sar,.al-Uiw. 

Bir ChArTcsSa^^nLt Kt., M.A. 

(Cantab), Har^'At'LBL'vr* 

Si r CliariH Fr?der^k Fiirrfi.n^ 
Kl.p ^r+*at-La'ir* 

Sir Louia Addin Kci^haw^ Kt., 
B^r.^BlULaw+ I 

Sir tawmice H, JankJnip Kt.p 
(OflCinj^ Sar ^rat-LaW. 1 
Sir BaaiJ Scott. Ke., M,A.v 
(O x0n). Bar»-at-taw. 
lI—Pui^NE JUSTtCK$* 

J%f Baril^uroAft 

Str JoAoph Amotitdp Kt,, Bar.- 
ai-Lrw. 

Mr« Richard Cauoli, 

Law. 

H^nry Hebbert^ C- 

,, Claudiua Jacnea Rrakrntp 
C.S. 

pt AkXAndor Kin|q>c t ForbeUp 
C.S- 

., Henry Nowto^p C.S. 
.Axi:|^a4t44 Brooke Warden 
U.S, 

,, Henry Peadoek St- Gedr^e 
Tucker, and Bar. 

at'Law. 

,, M3 chiol Robertt Westrepp, 
Bjir.ms.Uw. 

*i J* iHors> Ba-r4!-*~al-Ij|.w. 

„ ThonuLs Chisholm Anitey, 
Bar. -at^LaWf 

it JaoardHan WaHOodewii. 
pleader. 

,1 Jamei Oihba^ C-S.^ and' 
Bar.^al-i-Ln w. ' 

Sir Charges SarEfcntp Kl.p M.A. 

fCantab)p Bar.-aM.aw. ' 
Mr. Francds Llojdp C.S. 
p, Lyttelton HoJyoike Bay- 
ley, Bar.'at-Lap'. 


Remarkit. 


I Ajilp^ i8|9 

ApL, i%A 

I ApLp iS;o 

9 Au^.p 1883 
jSJuoCp 1S95 
S Not*, iSqS 
ca Aplit 1899 
JJApLp 1908 

aSApL, 1S59 

t^ Au^.p iBbi 
Juntp iS&j 

14 Ap].* 1863 
14 Aa^ii 1S62 

^9 AuJF.p l8fij 
14 Feb.p t8^ 

II JanPp 1663 
39 Aug',, 1K3 


20 Feh.p 1861^ 
28 Apl.p t86S 

39 A|H,, 1869 


ARerwardj Chief luAticc-j 


ARerwarda Chler JuiUcei 

Acting. 

Actnljf* 

Acting^. 


AfLerward^ Chief Jostioe 

(AiterWiurdt Sir Lyttch 
Ion H. Raytey) Acted 
as Chief JiH&fti I 
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ri 

Ai^umed ohaTEiej 
at office^ 

Bemirks. 

Tkt //tf 



Mr. MtIviLI, C.S. 

JI June,^ eS^i 

(Aflerwardit Sir liBKWelt 

C]!^a.r|e 9 Cordon Kembn]L^ 

3 ^ Au^ii 1S71 


CnS.f and Pnr^-A^Lfv«T. 

{AfterwArd^Sir Raymor.d 

,, Kaymond tWmI^ 

S Soptr.p jSjj 

n*Mt). 

C.S.+ and Bnr.-al-Lnw. 

,, J. F# Oresen^ LL+B., Bar.- 

13 Feb., 1S7J 


At-Law« 


,, l^oberl Hij] Finfacjf C.S*, 

Ij Feb.* 


and 


(VantibbELi HAridAii, LL. 

Id jTine, ifiai 


PH^'^dcr. 


Jabcf l^la>rriio||, B&r-lkt-txaw 

m-ihr-r 

ALiing, 

,, Bfinc^o De Larptint. C.S- 


Act^KT, 

,. C. Alkinion^ Bii-r*-nt^Liniir.. 

mmmmmm 

Art mAT* 

F, B, idelvill, 

+ .!«■ + 

Aeiing-. 

F. Li. Laltiniiij. Bar.-nl'^LnH 


Actinj^, 

Jt ScotL Biin-AULaw. 

t'i >OT*i 1^1 

(Afterwards Sir John 

„ H. M. Blrdwood, M.A. 

S Jao., T8S5 

Seoltj. 

L-l-D. iC^nlAh)^ C.?. 


and BBr.^AL'Lo 



\V^ E+ UiirE, Bar.-a:t-.Law,? 

^ .. 

Aetirti^i 

Sir W. Wedd*rburii,BBrE.,C.S. 


Acting, 

Idr, John jAtdiivc, C+$. 

17 Nov.s l^S 

(Afterwiirda Sir Jolm 

Cl F. FiLiTimp Biir.^iiLt^LBW l 

U Apr^* 

21 N*ir.* iBft7 

jBrdiae)Ac(ed Cb^ef 
Juatiee- 

Altcrward* Chief Jidlice 

,, H> Ji Foi^nap CJS^. nriid. 

AeEed &s Chief Jitatke- 

B^r. -^bI^I^Wh 



up E. Ti Cllndy^ C.S. 

tj jonSi 

Aeled am Pslcf JOftOce, 

T- Kr T. TAjAnRi AdvOcBtc^ 

35 KoVit xli^ 


E. M. H, Fyktm, C-S. 

9 Feb** r897 

Actinia 1 t 

,k M.H.Slari]fij^p|l;^»-Bt''Lii^ 


„ G* Ranado, M.A., 

Nov.. 1693 


LL^ 1+E ■ 1 ■ 



,, Jk, StfBchcy^ Bar.-Bt-UiWi 

37 No^.p 1^5. 

AfterwjLrds Chief Jufllice 

Mr+Bodrudin TymbJL BBf p'i 

5 jHjyS tSgS 

Dflhd High Geuri ol 
PJi W- ProvineMi 
Acted aj Chief Justice^ 

Bt-LnWi 



^ p £* Ho^kinj^i C, 5 « 

S Dee., 1S9& 

Acling- .. 

L+ P* Ru.ssclK, B«r.-Bl-Lm\r. 

d Jiin«fe 1900 

Acted wA Chief Jbj:ftti4.-ei 

,, W. H- Crowe p €iS^ and 

-ii-v-iW" 


Bar.-At-Law. 

Jg April, 1903 


■ 4 BiitEyt C* S'* 


„ G.e. Wh^thwdrth.CiB. 

If 4 >i 

Sir Nomyan Coneih Cbniid^- 

Jbti-p 1901 

Acted « Chief Joatii-'e. 

vorkar, B.A*t LL.B. 



Mr- V. J. Khtikar^ Ptemder 

91b Sept., <903 

Acthig. 

Hi P AoEoMf CiS*, Bor*- 


1 

Elt-ljl.W- 1 


1 
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NajTw."^, 


AsaumnU charee 
of office. 


Mr, G- jBcot, C,S. 

IP S,. L. Batcliek^ri 
(0X430} C.S. 

.p B. Scott, M.A. tOxon^, 
-at-LBVf. 

■n D. D* D^^ar, BAr.^al-Law. 
IP F* O. B^amyin, C*S. 
p. J. h Hfralpfli C-S- 
II M. Pi KilH.re^}aaL, C.S. 
li E. M- Pratiti L',S. 
pp tL Knight, G.S. 

PT 3 E- C- MacL^tD^i UJi 
1(0x0 d\ BAr-rELt-’LaWi, 

fi+ChaubBl^ BfA. . LUB„ 
rirodor^ 


B.A, 19 July, 1904 


^NoV.p 1906 
15 1907 

JbMaf.p 1908 



' Aclinijf. 


Aoiing'. AftcfiVATila 
Chief Justice, 


Acting'^ 

ArtiiijSfp 

Aciin;^i 

AetiD^. 

Actin|f+ 


APPENDIX H. 

Ctimma»f/frs~tfi^Ckie/tn Bomday fimn 17BSP 


NjimeB, 


^Astnumed chftfge- 
□foifice, ' 


BriK.^«Mnil tj^wrcHM Nilsoa. 

Mft}ar-Gcnenll\Vj!liam Mcdows. 
Cofonel Robert AbcrcroDibry 
/amai Baljowr 

MxjOf.Ceoer&l jAmm Stuart IZ 

M<tj^r^Gemfra/ 

M 0 jcr-Gt^»frat j^r, AVeAo^jf 
Ala^r General Oliror Nicolla 
A/ajQr G/fm^ralJ, 

G^mrrat Jt, 

Major-Oraeral the Hon. Joti* 

I Ahercromhy, 

I it/e^r-Gearra/ W. 

. AfflyorvC'ewrfit/ G+ 1 *, 

Lieut .-General Sir MMca Night-- 

I inj^aJe, K.CiB. 

I Lieu|,-Oenorat the Hon. Sir 
' Chaa. ColviUoi GjC B.. G*C.H 
Ata/or-GfHerat S. 
t-ieul.^eacral SirThoButt Bratt-n 
fordtKC-B^ 

EJeut»-General Sir Xhojiu S 
Beckwith, K.an. 
i Jfafar-GeHfrat /, J, 3 arn£^ C- 3 . 

' Lieut.-General Sir Calht tfatketi 

K.CpH, g.c,h. 


ojao^ jjMif 
(>Scpt.* 1788 
ar Jan.* J790 

tjjao., 1797 
iih(/ 


ii Jan ++ leoi 

iAh& 

j aS Nov^ 1809 

t$tS 

14 Feh^ jSib 

9 Oci., 1819 

J Muyt i8z& 

3 Dee.^ 1039 

XI Jan., iSja 




AhiCP Gavernfir, 

Also GdvemDr. 

tAe yhwti 

/Ae ^rfirtv 

Gummirndim^ £Jke 
Commandmg ike/itrerr, 

GwHmaitdiHg iJfr ^btcrtM 
Commanding ftr form^ 


C&mmnwdin^ iAe Jartrr. 

AlfiO GuvetnOr. Died, 
iSth Jaoearj^ iSji. 
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Sir J* S. Bnrn^, 

Lieiit.-Geflefju Sir lohn Kcafie, 
K,C,B,, G.C.H* 

My^f^G^wifrai Sir L S- 
g*ratd,^ S^C. 

Lwut.^Gen^nU Sir Thomas 

Lhal.^cacral Sir WiHonfhbv 

Cott^nn, G.C«f1« 

Ueijt*-Gcd craJ Sir John Cjmeir 
K.GB- 

l-^ 4 M 4 E.‘^rniCral Lord F^redc^Hrk 
Fjtx-CJArerirvp G.CLH. 
Linut.^Cj^nmat Ssr Hemfv Somar- 
3 tel. K.CJJ,, K.«, 

LihEanj-Qfikerjd Sir Huj^ Hr Rovc. 

G.c.a. ^ 


LiruL-Cr^iieraJ Sir Win. 
.MitniGclEj» K.CJT. 


Rose 


Sir CS/atrlrr Vam^ 

Liml ^ratroj Sir Holicrl C 
Napd>r, K,C B. 

Ma^r-Grrnemi tk* Urn. A. 

LkruC.^Gcn craJ Ifac Hon. Sir 
Aus:uNLkLi A, Spflncflr, K.C-B- 
Majof-Gen€:ral Sir Cbartev W. D. 
Scavelfp K.€,li. 

LHut-<5flf>iMml H. J- Warn), CM. 
|l4e4it.-Genrr4l Ihc Hon. A. E 
HurtlinffCp CM* 

Ufuf.^OrmmMl Sir Bithfrf Pharrt, 

B.as. 

LieaL<^G«neral Sir Cbar|« G. 
Arbulhnofp K.C.B. 

-General K^R.H. Ibti Dube 
of ConTMu^ht^ RjG,* SC-T., 
K.Pm «lc+ 

Li^t -Ctmrrai A, Cmm*sy 


Assumed charge 
Ofoffire. 


» Ju^yi S ®34 

14 Febn tS^o 

S Aprilp 1^47 

JO Dee.T l^SO 

15 Nov., 
Uarch, 
Marriif 

1 6 MAr, 

ts Marfit, rifiy 
30 Nov., 1S65 
jg rS 66 

n lUo 

7 Oci, 1^74 

9 Del., iByS 
JO blorch, iBfll 


RennArkw. 


C^MntnMdiMg lAr/oim, 
Mrytirrrf. 


ARerwards iB a r o n; 
SlrmlhnairOi B^carncj 
Gomitiandr^r- iti-Ch{e|| 
in rnd[A,4th /tiqc, lS&a 

Aflcnrard# Baron Sand^ 
Kuril. Becanne- GoQl'^ 
maniier^in.ri;KIer In 
[ndiAf ^qrch^ iB&S- 

Citmma»JKfig iAr /erfri^ 

Aftci-wArds B a r o n 
Nh pier of Ma^liala. 


LieiatvOtmeml $ir 0. R. Creaveid 

R.C.M.O^ 

Lic!ut.X;eacnU Sir 1, HodiOn, 

KXM. 

Major-General R. B land ell-Hol-| 
t maiiHea d - B fun 4 eU. 
Lieut^^enaraJC. E- NAime^ C.B 


il /iS% 

fbFrK, tSS6 

to Dec^i rSSd 

jSS^ 

14 |ia 4 ‘cKt 1390 
t Aprilp 1893 
10 June., 1S9J 
4 Sflpt.i 


n c/IbI 

in-Ckir/. 


PreifMMCml Comoi^aAtr^ 
dwriH^ Af. 

Ar.V BArranr mM fuw^ 


Died* 9Lli JaOie, 

ProVrDcial Commander' 

in-Cfa^L 

Post adKiliahiid oci isi 
Aprfl. 18^5^ _ _ 


i-m 
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APPENDIX HI. 

The iltsdt oj the Sea ^nsice in India. 


Dala Ap - 

pqiHlntrflt + 


J6S5 

H& 3 S 


t7jS 

1739 


^754 

* 7 gs 

1S02 

ISI3 

19^7 


i«3e 

s^tM- 

a7'i^i£L|9 

« 

3.1857 ... 

7 - 7 -ia§j,. 
3«-4.iS6j. 

IS7 j * 


CaplAin VPiliiij^ d 


J|r. Sir) 

J&bti Child. 


Sii" John ^Vyboffie 

AI e X A n d e r 


:a^t 

Hai 




CommindnriC 
^Krtc 4 Bsq, 


CApiiMn SamiicK Honf^h 

!i1r+ Phi]U|A^ Diii>dB4 

WiH'kiLTn Ta.]^Ior 

Money. 

CAptam Henry Menldn^ 

CaptAin TIiomiA^ Btichir- 

CAptola Sir Chnjle^ 
MKicrotm, i^-N. 

CHptAii} (m(tcrwMrdii 
Conimoflnrc Sir}Roberl 
Oliver^ R Nk 

CapUb Lynchs L X 
(office). 

Commodore Hawldoa^ 
t.X> (oKce). 

CApMt^ii Stephen Lju^h^ 
ingtofl^ R.N. 

Ca^am Sir H, Ltulcct 
K. Ih R. N. 

Captain G* Greville 
^aUefley.C-B., R.X. 

Captain Jam rah Finshard 
I. X* 

Captain JohnWellaairton 
Voanif^ C.B.f late |.N. 

AdmimJ Menda 


Rmarlis 


Hon. K. J. Company'a Marine^ at 
one tiific Deputy Governor ofBom- 

hay,_ 

Captain Central or Admiral of iht 
sea and land foreos,, with SirThO-^ 
Grantham, Ld Co/a ^lalSnOp 
as Vice Admiral. 

Vice Admiral or Deputy Governor 
of Bombay^ 

Commodore or Commandef- Fa-Chicff 
Hon* E- til CompAny's Naval forces 
at Bombay and on the cdAAi Ol 
India. 

Commodore of the ^Inrine Forced- 

Deputy Governor of Bombay, or 
CommAAdtr-in^bicf of Han. CotA'^ 
pany's or squadrons, 

Superlntendcttl of Bombay Marine* 


SupeiintetidenE of Bombay Mlxine- 
bint officer of Royal Xavy tn hold 
lh.lg appointment.. 

Superintendent of Indian Navy:; title 
Changed during traur* to Com'" 
ffiander'in^kif£ 

CommandeX'in^Chief^ Indiisin Navy 


Commodore & Commander^in-Cfaief^ 
Indian Navy. 

Aflena'arda Rear AdrainJ, K,C,B- 
Commodorie aadl Commander^iiv 
Chieft ladsan Xavjv 


Appointed by Governenent to reporl 
on workings cf MadBe Deimrt- 
menEii. 


^ lEii rrddid in ChL:07 Paf 4 w <ChliSdiaacJi^ (h 


B Mn^ BTarralllTC ef Omiaed 
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Dale ^ 
poiniTnftil. 

?Jb.tpp 

RjilTIllTfal. 

5-8-ifi77 ^ 

Cap! Min Joho 

V.C.p C.B.. R.N.* 

nDfirWMfiiM Remr Ad- 
inirAlp C# U 

Coniultinet^NMVft] Ofli«r to the Goir- 
ernmonit of tndiM Id Ihn Merine 
[>c]urt mra E» 

7-3'1S8i «*' 

CMptain Brent, 

R*N. 

Dircl;^tor orindlfin Meriqo- 

afi II 1 BS 3 

Capl&in Jd^n Hd;(U 

R^N<i (MDcrWMrdi 

RjeRTkAdmir^ Sir John 
HdKt KX.l.E,). 

pi If It 1 # (flfter^ 

wjirda ( 1 ^) DitecEoror RO^al 
dhm Sdurinfiji* 

S‘3^iS9i8«. 

CeptMin W» Good* 

nd^p R.N* 

Director of Roymi lildisiq 


CMVteln G. H+ Hewelt^ 
R.N. 


17.3.1^ 

Ca pulnlVMl lor Luin^cn^ 

TP Pk It PI ■* 













CHAPTER Vm. 


CcthrrAl 

history* 


LAND ADMlSrSTRATIDN. 

or the of administration during tht epoch of 

HlEidu and Musalrnao jsoverejgrnty no record rcmAinat save 
the remarks of a few' Portugtiesc writers to the effect that 
the land was rented anoually for a fixed sum of money 
during ihe period of Muhammadan nile, and that this 
system may have been in vog^ue at the time of Raja 
Bimb.* * It U clear, however, that when the Fortugaese 
obtained possession of the Island they found a latid* 
system rescmbimg that which had obtained in Goii, 
since its cont|Ucst in 1510+ and on that account introduced 
little or no alteration in it. They styled the system 
arreudameniit^ hiring or renting. 

In 154S, however, the Vkeroy*D.JoAode Castro, finding 
himself surrounded by a body of officers who bad rendered 
signal military service and having no means of suitably 
rewarding them, decided to parcel out the lands of Bassein 
among them. Botclho protested- against the system in 
vain. The Viceroy desired hk olficers to defend and at 
the same time to eolonke the territory of Enssein and its 
depe n dencies. Som e of these gmnts of his were for one or 
three 11 veSialways with a renewable clause,a and some were 
vested in females and considered as their dower. To pre- 
ventalicnationthe Portuguese who married these heiresses 
were forbidden to sell these estates even If they retired 


^ Jp Gemon PuCunhfc'fl Or^iir'n of Bombay 

* Accardiag to BcUelho the wait to havo be^n rettraiPMsd 
by its pHm'uWe iMlitTiticm to barren IftndiSf bwt t>- Caatro applied H 
10 rmitful lands, 

■ Tbe best caaiapie may be fo^nd in tb^ ^Ttemtlen ismd Icllure cf 
ibe ancient manor of llaaaifOo. CaatrO leas cd it to AtU sole Peasoa 
in 1^ fer the term of the iei.aH » and hii wife a life* Far detailed 
L c:wnU< af this eatalp, ace Da Cunha's* Origin af BofObay, pages 
jiS-raa^andBsffllHiy Garelfeeri VaU XXVt* Fart TTT, p. 43ii e/r. 
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from the coiinirj- Thesse gifts irt the absence of a female 
successor rev^efted to the Slate# I n Bonibay these 
ntett/ogmals of lands CHrried with them certain obligations 
of a feudal character. The grantees had to serve the King 
whenever occasion arose and attend oo demand with a 
certniu body of men fully equipped according to rank. 
The system in fact involved both a riglit and a duty,—the 

right lo enjoy and the duty to defend the land, and was 

styled aforatnenio or the holding on payment of a faro or 
quitwfent varying from 4 to 10 per cent, of the usual rental. 
Subletting was permitted on practiwilJy the sarne terms. 
Besides these the Portuguese Government rweived sub¬ 
sidies .and free donations townrds the public charge ot 
rbe Stale. 

DuHog the period of ^luhamrnadan siicendancj ih^ 

aiMiuat quit rent of Bombay is stated to have been 14.400 
fodeas. In 1538. ten years after its acquisition by the 
Portuguese, Bombay was rented in perpetuity to Garcia 
D’Oarln, a physician and professor of Lisbon for a yearly 

quit-rent of 14324 537 )* 

The island of Bombay was ceded to the Grown ol 
England by the Crown of Portugal by virtue of the nth 
article of the Treaty of Marriage between King Charles 
II of England and the Infanta Catherine of Portugal. 
The actual cession however did not take place till 1664, 
when Humphrey Cooke was practically forced to 
to a treaty with the Portuguese, whereby he renounced all 
pretensions to the dependencies of Bombay and accepted 
the cession of Bombay itself under various eonduions. 
Some of these conditions were as follows 

(1} That the Kunbis, Bhandari.f, and the rest of the 
people Abunhados (sort of people bound to serve land¬ 
owners) or inhabitants of the villages under the Portuguese 

jurisdiction shall not be admitted at Bombay. 

(a) That every person possessing revenue at Bombay 
either patrimonial or Crown laqds shall possess the same 
by right and shall not be deprived tliercof eicept in cases 
■u'hich the law of Portugal directs, 

(3) That the inhabitants of Bombay and the landholders 
of that island shall not be obliged to pay more than the 
foroi they used to pay to Portugal. 
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(4) The Portuguese residents shall be exempted from 
the payment of Customs and shall have liberty of trade 
from Bandora and the creeks of Salsctte. 

The King on receiving a report of this arrangement 
disavowed the convention as contrary to the terms of 
the treaty and appointed Sir Gervase Lucas to be 
Governor of Bombay. Sir Gervase Lucas arrived in 
Bombay on the 5th November 16^ and toot charge of 
the Government. He Instituted an entiuiry into the pro¬ 
ceedings and conduct of Cooke and found that 

Instead of carrying the revenues to His Majesty s account 
he had extorted the sura of 12,000 Xeraphins from the 
lohabitants and converted it to his own private use. The 
account which Sir Gervase Lucas subsequently trans¬ 
mitted, afforded evidence of the improvident convention 
which Cooke had signed without ascertaining the King* 
rights, Or obtaining a statement of the extent of the dues 
transferred to the Crown of England. In his letter to 
Lord Arlington of the atst March 1667, Sir Gervase 
stated that he was making every clfort to Increase the 
King's revenue, but from the indefinite conditions on 
which Cooke had received the island it was impracticable 
to ascertain which of the inhabitants were legally pos¬ 
sessed of sufficient titles to their estates, no stipulation 
having been made relative to the King's sovereignty of 
the soil, as some of the best estates in the island refused 
to pay rent, and produced titles which could not be dis¬ 
puted, though believed to be fictitious.' 

SirGerv'asc Lucas died on the aist May 1667 and 
Captain Gary succeeded as Governor. About the close of 
the year Mr. Gary transmitted with his letter to the 
King and to the .'Secretary of Stale a statement of the 
revenues of the island, as improved by Sir Gervase Lucas 
and himself, from w'hich it appeared that the real of 
Mazagoo was 9300 Xeraphins, Mahim 4797 > Fnrel 2377. 
Vadala 173B, Sion 79a, Varli 571, and Bombay 6344, 
making a total of 25,920 Xeraphins. 

The friction and rivalry between Bombay and Surat 
and the cost and the trouble of managing Bombay 

* Wiirden's tteparl on the LaiuJed'Terinren of Bomb*y ll96l|, 

p, Ji 
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resulted lu 1667 in the offer of the Company to take over 
Bombay, and the Croivn of England considering the 
island an unprofitable possession, transferred It to the 
East India Company by Letters Patent, dated the ayth 
March 166S. My this Charter the King granted the Fort 
and Island of Bombay to the East India Company in 
perpetuity with all the rights, profits and terntones 
thereof, to be held by the Company of the King m free 
iind common soccage as of ibe Manor of East Greenwich 
in payment of an annual rent of ^lO- The Company 
ivere neither to sell nor part with the island. The 
Island was delivered over to Sir George O^enden, who 
look possession of it in the name of the Honourable 
Company on the 31M September 166S. tn the ne^xi 
vear it was proclainied that all acquisition of land by 
individuals prior to 1661 proceeded from Imperfect right, 
hut It appears that the p roc! a mat ion remained a dead 
letter. 

Between 1664 and 1668. while Bombay was under the 
Crown, the attempt to Inquire into titles and assess the 
lander'hoTders caused such serious Injustice and di^ont- 
ent that the Company instructed their President, 
Mr. Aungicr, to forego inquiry into title, and m con¬ 
junction with the land-holders to fia a lump sum as their 
rent payment, leaving their senior land holders to allot 
his share to each individual holder. In accordance wnth 
these instructions Mr. Aungier concluded the follotving 
agreement dated the taih November 167a 
represcniiitive lantl 4 ioldcrs- 

-- Whereas since this isle of Bombay was surrendered 
to the possession of His Sacred Majesty of Great Britain, 
some occasion of great discontent did succeed through 
the want of a due understanding what did belong of fight 
to the Crown and what did belong to the people, which 
gave to the original cause of sciaing oflands and estates 
of several people to the general disquiet of His Majesty s 
£»ubj«cts ; And whereas since His Sacred Majesty did bj 
his Roy.il Grant bestow the isle of Bombay to the 
Honourable East India Company, orders were iwued 
hy the Governor and Council of this isle, *1 obedience 
to His Majesty's and the Honourable Company's com- 
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rtiJindSp for reslorlng^ the said lands to the persons who 
were agaricvedp provided that ttpon examination of 
their titles they could show just right thereunto, [t so 
happened that, in the examination atid dectsion of the 
said titles^ maav doubts and importani causes did arise 
which might have given great cause of disquiet to the 
present poSi-^ssors of houses and estates in the Isle that 
the titles irt right of which they held their lands had 
become exposed to censure. The people therefore 
though! fit of their own free motion, by mutual aswnE 
in a public declaration and mauirestot to propose to the 
Governor and hw Council that they would pay a yearly 
contribution^ or composition of twenty thousand Kera- 
phlns per annum to the Honourable Company^ iiicludmg 
the present quil^rent or foras, provided that the present 
possessors of their respective lands and estates may be 
coolirmed and established in their possessions and thereby 
be secured from all doubts and scruples that may arise 
thereafter. Also that the lands formerly seisjcd may be re¬ 
stored to the pretenders thereunto. The Governor and 
Council have duly weighed the said proposalS h and having 
just regard to the quiet content and satisfaction of the 
good people in general and to the establishTncnt of this 
Government on the firmest basis of an everlasting and 
universal peace and tranquillity^ did think good to appoint 
a general assembly of I he chief representatives of the said 
people to be held at the Castle of Bombay on the ist of 
October hist. En this assembly the said Governor and 
Council (or the reasons before expressed^ did cheerfully 
give their assent to the people's own desire for the ftirther 
confirmation of this agreement. Thereupon the said re- 
presentatives of the people didi: on the 4tb of October 
following, present unto the Governor and Council a 
paper containing twelve articles, wherein matters of con¬ 
sideration and further debate arising it pleased the said 
Governor and Council to appoint another genera! assern- 
bly whereunto all the people in general mtercsted in this 
aflFair were invited to appear, that the debates and con¬ 
troversies on both sides being publicly and fairly stated 
and all scruples amicably and justly controverted, a happy 
issue and accommodation might be confirmed to the 
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security ;is well of the Honourable Company iu* of t^cjr 
subjects and Inhabitants m general- This assembly was 
lictd In Bombay Castle on the tst of this current Novem¬ 
ber where was then present ilw Honourable Gerald 
\ungier Governor and President, Mr. Henry Cliowne, 
Mr. lohn Child, Mr. Geo. WHcot. Mr. James Adams 
Attorney Gene ml for the HanoumWe Company. Mr. 
Stephen Ustick, nil of the Council, as also Mr. Samuel 
Walker Secretary to the said Council, S.gnor Antoom 
ifretls deSilvn the Portuguese Secretary, Signor Luis 
Cas«divc de Lima Assistant to the Attorney General 
Father Reginald Burgos Procurator for the Reverend 
Father of the Society of Jesus,-Mr. Henry Gary, Siguor 

Alvaro Perez de Tavora Lord of the Manor of 
Sigiior Pedro Luis Tlmon Procurator. Signor Martin 
Alferto de Mello. Fmntisco Pretto, Juan Pereim, an 
Antonio de Lima of Bombay, formerly chosen representa- 
lives of the people of this isle in general, when the said 
declaration and articles presented by the people were 
publicly read. The contents whereof are ^ follows . the 
Lbsuoce of the composition between the Honourable 
East India Company and inhabitants of the lale. Bomba) 
and Mahim, subjects of the said Company and others 
having lands of inheritance on this csle or livmg m other 

(]) That for the better way of agreeing in the express 
charges that Company have for the defence 
the inhabitants and others aforesaid do offer o the 
Honourable Comp,.ny 20/»o Xemphins yearly mcludmg 
in this sum the quit-rents that they did pay formerly and 
desire thesifi narndy- 

fa] That by virtue of this contract all taw suits and 
controversies shall cease between the Honourable Com¬ 
pany and the said subjects interested lO this isle, co^ 
ceming the possession they had formerly m tbe.r estate^ 
thereon when His Sacred Majesty of Great Bntam took 
possession of it. 

(l) That by the said composition the Honourable 

Company shall of new confirm the estates of ^ 

inhabitants notwithstanding any suspicion th 
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p0S55essars may have fallen into until thiss present 

lime. 

(4) That if the Honourable Company do ^rant to any 
person^; not to pay what may come to their sharos^ 
then that the said sum shall be deducted out of the sd^doo 
X eraphtnE, and ihis in respect of this composition is made 
upon all estates and lands of inherUance of those interest¬ 
ed on the islei 

(g) That the estates that are seked on shall be deliver¬ 
ed again to the old pos-sessors of what conditions soever. 

(6) That m respect the restoring the several estates 
the Honourable Company w'ould be pleased to excuse the 
measuring the same that the people may not be also at 
great charge considering their extreme poverty- 

[7} That for the time to come if any estates on the isle 
come to the Honoumbic Company by anv title whatsoever^ 
or likew ise by cutlmg any tree, or semng any oarts or 
batty grounds for the use of building the city or other 
ground for the defence of it or any other fortification, that 
the quantity that amounts to the said estate with the 
quit-rents shall be deducted aecordEng to the value of the 
palmyras Or the groundi 

{S} That the possessors may dung the trees and 
ground with babaxim (small lish) and cn£a (fish manure) 
as they ever did dop without paying anything for the same 
as duty by way of excUe or custom^ but wbat w'as formerly 
paid- 

(g] That la case of any storm or other damage (w'hich 
Gnd forbid) the Honourable Company shall deduct 
Out of the ^;,ooo Xeraphin$ according to the loss ot 
their estates which shj^ll be done by honest persons from 
the said inhabitants. 

{in) That for the more expedierit raising the sum as 
likewise for the valuing the estaleSp and for the giving 
satisfaction to the Honourable Company at the time to 
comCt the itihabitants shall appoint the personSp to whom 
the Company shall give power for raising the said sum 
w^hich shall be done for the quietness of the Inhabitants 
and the Interest of the Honoumblc Company as it will bur 
only be at fJie Company's charge to allow two guards at 
both places^ Bombay and Mahim. 
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(ii) Thai Ihe ^aid so.ooo Xeraphtns sihalt begin to be 
paid on the 9th Febriiar>- 1673 in three payments every 

year, and the said Honourable Company shall noldemiiod 

the payment before that time. 

(is) That one of the ptmcipal things tn this coniposi- 
tion is the quietness and security of the inhabitants, who 
desire His Honour with ihe gtnticmcn of his Council and 
other Ministcfs of the Honourable Company, to accept 
and establish this contract with the conditions herciti 
mentioned, and that it be confirmed by His Sacred 
Majesty of Great Britain and the Honourable Company 
with all that is necessary to be done tviihout any invoca- 
liort (innovation ?J. All which the Inhabitants desire to 
be done with all possible speed. 

These articles being seriously and publicly debated, and 
M material scruples discovered and an-swered on both 
sides, it pleased the Governor and Council out of their 
earnest and unfeigned desire to promote the public good, 
peace and iraoquillity of the isle, and to unite the hearts 
of the inhabitants in a firm and indissoluble tie of obliga¬ 
tion to Hts Sacred Jlajesty and Honourable Company s 
service, to declare their assent to the said articles in the 
manner arid oh Ihe conditions following l 

(1) That In coasld^raiion of the 20,000 Xcrapbms 10 
be paid Miiiiany at three payiiiehts into the Horiourabk 
Company's treasury, the said Governor and Council do m 
behalf of the Honourable East India Company promise to 
put a final end to all claims, pretences, and law suits 
whatsoever which have arisen or may arise between the 
HonouTsrble Compfuiy and the peopk touching the titles, 
lands or estates of palmyras, cocoanut trees, or batty 
grounds, throughout the whole isle enceptmg whal is by 

joint agreement cKCcpted. 

That to the present possessors be granted new 
patents, confirmed according to the respective titles, by 
which their heirs and successors shall enjoy their estates. 

{3) That if the Governor and his Council at 
power, or their successors shall think good, in behalf of 
the Honourable Ccunpany. to exempt any person enjoying 
the said lands from paying his proportion of the wua 
contribution, or shall make use of any part of the said 
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liinds for ihc necnisssii^' occupation of the piihHCp ^batc* 
ifieut shall be made out of the said contributioUi in 
proportion to the lands so exempted or ditpossessed aft 
and this m respect the said contributsoo is made upon all 
the estates and lands of mheritance of the ^'hole is!e+ 

(4) That all the estates of batty i^rouiids and cocoanut 
trees seiated by former Governors and now in possession 
of the Honourable Company shall be restored to their 
re,spective ownersp and they, their heirs and successors^ 
confirmed in their said possession as above is expressed. 

fs) That ifp in lime to come^ any of the sard lands or 
estates shall fall to the Honourable Company by any title 
whatsoeverj as also if any trees shall be cut down^ or any 
oarts of batty j^ronnd made use of for the building of 
cities, towns or fortificatTOnSp then the value of the said 
lands or trees shall be computedi and a proportionable 
abatement made out of the contribution as is expreEsed in 
the third article. 

(6) That as to the purticular of diii>^ifi|^ the palmyras 
and batty grounds ^iih fish h is agreed unto hy the 
Governor and Council and granted of as much Import 
to the contribution that what part of the isle bath this 
year been permit ted to be dunged with habaxim shall be 
siilJ permitted, reserving the ground ivbich is comprehend¬ 
ed within the line of the city which by God^s assistance 
is intended to he built. But in respect the above said 
dunging the ground is forbidden gene rally by eKpre-ss 
orders from the Honourable Company of London■ it is 
necessary that their license be had thereunto* For the 
cfTectual securing of this It is. convenient that the people 
do send their humble petition to the Honourable Company 
by their ships, and the Governor and Council wiH intercede 
in their behalf and doubt not but they Avill be pleased to 
confirm the gfani* seeing that it is so profitable to the 
public¬ 
ly) Thpit In case hereafter by reason of any storm or 
calamitous accident 1 which God divert), part of the ^id 
lands or estates be destroyed or rendered Incapable of 
bearing fruit, it shall be referred to the Governor and 
Council then being to make such re-oi^onable allowance 
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of itie contribulion, as shall consist, with «(]uity, pood 
conscience, and case of the InhabilaotSF 

( 8 ) That for the greater convenience and case of the 
people in raising the said sum of 30,000 Xcraphitis per 
annum liberty shall be granted to the interested for to 
nominate and appoint from among themselves such per- 
iions of sober and honest reputation as they shall think 
ht for the proportionable valuation of all estates and lands 
iiTid for the collecting and receiving the said money and 
paying it into the Honourable Company’s treasury, which 
said persons are to be conhnned by the Governor, and 
shall take an oath on the Holy Evangelists to deal justly 
and impartially with alh Th.nt the Honourable Company 
shall not he at any charge in receiving the said sum. 
But for the greater authority and accommodaison of the 
^uid persons so appointed, two officers shall be ordered by 
[he Governor in behalf of the Honourable Company to 
assist them in their said office, as occasion shall require. 

(91) That all royalties, rights, privileges, and immuni¬ 
ties which did formerly belong to the Crown of Portugal 
of Forasand Royal rents of whnt nature or condition 
sMVer shall be reserved as of right they belong to the 
Honourable Company. 

(10) Thai in regard the Httle isJeColio (Coleba) reaching 
from the outer point tvestwardly of the isle to the paccari 
(pakhadi or parish} called Polo (Fa 1 av-ApoHo| will be 
ofgreat ose to the Honourable Company, in the good dc^ 
sign which they have for the security and defence of 
this whole isle, it is hereby agreed that it shall be totally 
and wholly reserved for the ose of the said Company 
they making such reasonable satisfaciion to the person 
interested therein as hereafter is eapressed. 

(it) That whereas by the manifesto presented by the 
lieopic the first payment of the 30,000 Xeraphins should 
begin the 9th of February neat ensuing, it is agreed 
the first payment due on the 9th February shall be 
suspended to the gth June following being the year 
1673, which said sum shall be left in the hands ol 
the people, by the Govenior and Council, towards pur¬ 
chasing and buying out those persons who have estatc.- 
nitd lands in the Colio, whom they arc obliged to satisfy 
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tti ttieir respective dcTnands, provided that the 

people :shall pay the quit-rent due the gth I'ebruarj' as ivas 
formerly accustomed^ 

(f i) That in regfard the Company have expressly ordered 
a survey to be taken of the whole isle^ it is necessary that 
ihe lands and estates of each person be mensuredi the 
charges tvhereof shall be limited w’ith a just moderation 
for the ease of the peopk\ 

(13) That there shall be reserved for the Honourable 
Company all grounds on the w^ater-side vi^ithin the com¬ 
pass of the isle to be disposed ot in necessary occasions for 
the public excepting such grounds wherein there are at 
present planted gardens of cocoanut trees or rice grounds^ 
as also churches, house-S or warehouses of stone^ And 
vvhensoe’veri for the public good it shall be necessary to 
make use of any of the said places or properties the 
Governor and Council shall make satisracilon to the 
interested in a reasonable manner. But the people are to 
take notice that in this they receive a particular fav'our 
from the Honourable Company, their Gr^vemor and 
Council, in regard that in all kingdorns of the ivorld the 
ground on the water-side from the distance of 40 yards 
at least from high Avatermark belongs as^ a soA'ereign 
right and privilege to the Kings or Princes thereof- 

(j4) That seeing the principal aim and the intention of 
this happy agreement and composition is designed for 
the security^ tranquillity, peacCi and univerj»al content of 
ihe respective inhabitants, the Governor and Council do 
in behalf of the Honourable Company establish and 
ratify this agreement,as perpetual and Irrevocable beiween 
the Honourable Company and the people and for the 
further satii$faction of the inhabitanis and the people, 
they do promise to prevail with the Honountble Com^ 
pany to establish and confirm the same by patent made 
under their hands and seals, and given under our hands 
and sealed w ith the Honourable Company s Seftl in Bom* 
bay Cattle, the lath of Xovember 1673." 

This agreement how'cver remained a dead letter and 
President Aungier in 1674 held a convocation and drew 
up an order that the agreement w^as confirmed by both 
parties, which though not signed and ratified by the East 


IJkSU ADMlMSTftAT30!U. 3T^ 

JndiaCampaHy jseems lo have been reg'flrded si::^ valid and 
was acted upon.* * It gave the inhabitaatis security in 
their possessions! Government reserving the right to 
rake them for binidtng cities* towns or fortifications " 
on reasonable fiatSsfnction to the proprietors.^ Ft 
recognised nil land then in occupation as private pro¬ 
perty subject to military service. This (the present ^ Pen¬ 
sion and Tax ' land) was then pronounced to be held 
under a tenure of which the holders can be deprived only 
on payment of compensation. Ft is probable that at ihi^ 
date no leases had been executed and no rent paid. The 
occupants were tenants^at-wlLI ; the tenure was feudal. 
What land was actually in possession of the Company at 
the time is almost entirely conjectural the map anti 
survey record of 1674 never having been discovered. > 

From 1674 onwards as population increased Crown 
Inndj? were proportionately assigned for them accom¬ 
modation, It is not known to w^hat extent and on what 
terms such lands were leased oulj nor is it clear whal 
rent they paid. In 1674 the building of houses and 
warehouses was allow^ed on a lease for a period not 
cceding 61 years at a moderate quit-rent payable half^ 
yearly and buildings were ordered to be erected accord- 
iiig to the regulations of Government.^ Jn the follow¬ 
ing years, people were encouraged to stop breaches by 
giving them leases of reclaimed ground fur a number of 
years at a small quit-rent ivith orders to reclaim the 
lands within seven years.* MArsby lands were drained 
and rendered fit for cultivation and given on leases. In 
1679-So the Court w’rotc to isurat to survey all Company's 
lands and to Let them on leases for a term of years on a 
definite annua! rental. In the same letter It was ordered 
that ’*alt arable land on the island be suri^yed^ the 
produce of each to be calculated■ that the value of the 

^ Gmeml AduiiftMlrmlioii Rcpuri, 

^ WardeQ (1814), pEiro-Feneat^ft KlectkEmsf (Hciine 
Vpl+ 1 ., xvl iLnd xvfi. 

^ Ca 4 !aAr&l Adtuioiat ration Report^ igOl-Od, page 47^1 

* Coiirt to Surat, ^th M»rch 1674-75. 

' Drowued a.nd unCallivmted ]Eiild» were mJaO let 0«t at a ama[l 
qnlt-i 4 tferil l«rtn af ye«n+ Set Bombay Vol. XXM, 

Fart HI, pp ^64-66. 
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quarter share due to the Compsioy may be a^scctlaiaed^ 
These lands to be farmed out for a term of years io avoid 
the bother of collecting' rent in kind yearly/" 

Another important event in connection the land 

administration of Bombay Wii-S the seizure of the land-'- 
of the Jesuits who had assisted the Sidi white he was on 
the island of Bombay, After careful enquiry some of the 
forfeited lands were in 1694 restored to the proprie¬ 
tors on their paying- one-fourth of the value of their 
estates (as a fine for desertion of the island and ncg^lect 
to assist aj[^inst the Sidi), afier a period varying' from 
four to ci^^ht months i,' The war and plague had 
depopulated the island. .After the war many estates 
were left tenant]ess^ These w'ere n'lssig'ned to the Hindu 
-ioldierSt who were placed on half pay but had to remit 
half Lhe produce of those lands to the Company* A 
considerable portion of crown lands had been alienated 
by the year 1707-Bit The greater part of the Fort In 
that year was private property. 

The result of the war ivith the Sidi was the creation of 
a new class of tenanis who held land on leases. But limes 
were so bad that there was great default in the payment 
of revenuOf^ and various expedients such as a boat tax in 
1684 and a house tax^ In 168B were introduced for the 
purpose of keeping up the revenues of the island. 

^Tho Court wrote to igumt and Bombay|oii May i*l —"Stick 

to ah CLpiiSKated estates ; but as to the tm^mner sort of Porluguetier 
use sqrao consideratiof^ to restock the island again with workiiig 
inhabitants^ so Chal yoa may admit liusih to their own Reaidcocys 
imd Estates after caodemnAlion, they Frying Tor the futurt' 
ioitioldly bair the rruils of tiieir o^rts OrgrOOnd^: ai Our first m- 
cciving that islaod of the Crown they ought to haw paid us onb' 
Ehe fourth part ot their fruits and that faiar^ for bribes to the tbei^ 
KfiiglUh Drp-uljr Governor wsa commuted Into a mooi^ rent nt a 
great uadervAlufttion to the Company'a loss ertr 3inct. 

Bombay wrote lo the Court on October jfd. *691:— The value 
we sot on oartsls 5 Ks« a tree which iflt he common valuatien be- 
Iweon a buyer and seller, they esteeming a tree to be worth 4 a X> 
a vehr which at ten years" purchase^ the constant valuaden 
land here {by reason of mnucy being at is per cent, ietereal) is s 
Xs. and all ^ tty ground we have valued a| 300 Xs, per morap 
which Is 30 Xs. per Aenum,"' 

^ In 1681-^1 the Court wrote to Bcrmbay—: The Portugueve are 
revenue defsultetSp The Court ordert that IT particular person- 
will not P4iy. a new general asscasment is to be impooed on all 
Portuguese knhabi lunts. 

" Warden, para. 4S. Warden in para. ^ saysi *' Houses weri' 
Ordered to be valued (1679-80]!' and a pfOporiinnate lax imposed On 
each."* 
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Shortly nfter Charles Boone< the first Presidtnl and 
Governor in Council^ asifumed office the Court of Direc¬ 
tors ordered that the ground rent within the city should 
be improved by instituting; quit-rents or by Idling leases 
renewable on the payment of fines, The consideration 
of our prodigious charge," they stated^ '* * and the people's 
protection and liberty are very cogent arguments, if 
rightly managed^ to convince every one that that ground 
ought to be valued higher than it otherwise ivonld/* 
In 1718 a quit-rent' was imposed to reimburse the 
company for the charges they were put to for fortifica- 
lions^ This tax may be said to have substituted a money 
charge for the liability to military service, and ended the 
feudal tenure- It was in the beginning imposed on eveiy 
descriplion of property within the Town walls, and was 
specially meant to meet “the great expense and charge 
they had been at in fortifying and securing^^ Bombay. 
Sales of Goftiparty^s lands were forbidden about this date. 
Two years later! 1730J the principal inhabitants complained 
of the quit-rent and asked to be relieved of it.=^ Several of 
the inhabiUttU to avoid paying the quit-rent built houses 
without tbc town walls. A proclamation was at once 
issued reducing the quit-rent to one-half and extending it 
to all houses within cannon shot of the toivn vvalls^^ The 
revenues of the Island about this time were smaiL All 
the ground along Back Bay was made over to five 
persons to plant with cocoanuls and the w^hole of Mala¬ 
bar Hill was let on a lease at a yearly rent of Rs, 100* 
There were also some noteworthy acquisitions In this 
periods Rama Kamati's property worth Rs, 40.000 was 
confiscated in lyao. 

TIjc land revenue collections in 1730-31 were:—Ground 
and quit-rent Rs. 4,085, Pension Rs. 7,670 and Batty 
ground Rs- 7,320, 

Thin imposed in pur!.iiiaiicn oi tHe conveyed in 

tifae CoiOirt^s dcihpaEch of ttio Jtlit Feburary 1717 when they remimj-^ 
cd Govemment of ilH promise to impreive the ground rent. * . 
\V*f Oeri, part, 73. 

' See Bombay G*MtEcerp Vol. XXVJ, Part Ilf* page jOl. 

• GovBrnmpil confiallatioll of jolh Septrmber itjOl Then U 
was also decifief! to COSt ecl 4 callle lax at I be rtle of 4 ruprW per 
bead per innuiUp and tbc biUing oF cmtt]e in Bombaii' fnr^ 

bidden. 
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The quit-rent was again modifiHl in 173,1: when certain 
abuses in the levy thereof were discovered. By a 
resolution of Council of the 3rd tJecember 1731 the 
English inhabitants were directed “to pay the same quit- 
rent for their houses that they bad hitherto been assessed 
in, but for such ground as they might have taken in since 
the building of their houses, or may hereafter take in they 
shall pay an additional quit-rent of 6 teas for each square 
yard but be free of ground rent, and all natives or black 
Inhabilaflts to pay for the ground they occupy or should 
hereafter occupy a quit-rent of 6 reas and a ground rent 
of 5 rea-s for each square yard.'** In 1733 a suggestion 
was made to abolish the quit and ground rent, but the 
Court declined and ordered the arrears to be recovered- 
The Collector’s record shows that the rates of quit and 
ground rent were:—in the town 6 reas per square yard for 
Europeans and 11 teas for others, and outside the town 
IS, 30 and 45 reas.* 

Sinc-^ the caniclyrrioin! of Aung^iftf's eonvemtion ibc landi? 
do not apptilf to have been allotted on any established 
ayslem. There was not :i single sqpare yard of crown 
Und up (01731 leased on conditions dearly dcseriptive of 
the nature of tenure or of the itilcnlioris of the partles- 
In 1729 or about that time orders were issued that 
all persons who did not within six months produce an 
authentic lease should be dispossessed of their hmisesp and 
In 1731 and at intervals throughout succeeding years 
attempts were made to establish the crown ownership 
of the land then occupiedt and to prevent irregularity 
m the colteclion of quit and ground rent* It was ordered 
'* that all persons that have a mind to build apply to the 
Land Paymaster and signify to him in what part of the 
town and what sort of a house they design to build: and 
on the Paymaster’s being .^tisficd that the spot of the 
ground they have pitched upon is a proper situation for 
such a housefc he Is to grant them his license for building 
receiving a-s fees for the jtame two rupees and no more 
provided the said house is built with stone and mortar 

* p»ra* 17 C S And S^dinbAy Ci AxcUfser, Vol* XTfVL 

Part til* 

™ Bombay Gifelleer, Vol* XXVPart lit* 
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and cdvcrcd with tiles, niid Kor such houses as are'covered 
with cadjans one rupee; and upon any of the inbabitauU 
applyin^r to the Secretary for n lease or cerUfiente to as¬ 
certain their title to the house to he buill by license of the 
Paymaster, he is to gfrunt them such a lease or certificalc 
for the same oa payii^ one rupee and tso more/" In 1735 
attempts were made to introduce leases for years on the 
grounds that ** little regard has been paid by the inhabic- 
iiiiits ivithin and without the walls lo an order of the 3rd of 
December 1731.*' ['"urther it was ordered that *^a publica* 
tion be made enforcing'' the said order under penalty of 
disposscssinir nil ^uch persons as shall not produce an 
authentic lease signed hy the Secretary in six months 
from the date of the said publication ascertaining their 
right lo the said houjic or houses and the jjround they are 
built On and it was on this occasion a|;reed that the 
Secretary in framing' such leasees should ^rant a term of 
forty-one years renewable on the party paying^ a fine of 
half year’s rent of the said house or tenement according 
SiS the same shall be valued by the second in Council and 
the Coliector of the revenues for the time being and the 
po^ficsitor.' But the introduction of this form of lease 
entirely failed^ not a single lease being traceable, and 
all the leaves or perjtiiLs were granted in conformity 
to the Regulation of 1731. Jn 1739 Government^ observ¬ 
ing the irregular practice that ohuined of planting 
trees and building houses within the distance prescribed 
for the safety of all regular fortilicalions, published the 
following order ;—** That no houses be made or re-built, 
nor any trees planted within the distance of 400 yards 
From the ToAvn walls, nor any houses erected within the 
said walla until ihe ground be surveyed by the Engineer 
for the time beiiig+ and by him to be recommended to 
the Land Paymaster for biS approbullon and leave/* By 
this regulation no person could repair or build within 
the walls of the Fort w ithout the permission of Govern¬ 
ment Or their officers who w^ouJd not grant permMsiou 
upon Crown tands without authority, or without observ¬ 
ing the rules prescribed in 1731 or in 1733- The 


* Warden, pan.. jS. PorrHl, V'oU tJ, pBgV5i. 
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land revenue collection about the clc^e of thj^ period 
was i —Ground and quit-rent Rs. 517S7, PenstOrt Rs- 7,454 
and Batty ground Rs^ tO|0|£5. 

Meanwhile attempts were bdn^ made to reclaim land 
from the sea, lands so recovered beii3|^ assigned lo 
individuals at a nominal rental on condition of their 
improving them. These lands were known a^ Salt Batty 
grounds. In order to ascertain and improve the rcventie 
arising from the reclaimed ground and to encourage the 
people to till more of il+ it was ordered in X738 that the 
Vereadores and Mbataras should survey and report to the 
Board the produce dimcnsfons and boundarECS of each 
piece of ground and ih; name of the o:cupier*' 

On a full enquiry being thus made a publEcadon was 
issued in 1740 giving notice that Government was wilJiog 
to receive proposals far farming unleased lands in parcel-^ 
nr as a whole* The lands were let at 4 reas a hir£a, and 
parcels were allotted to diFercnt Kunbis. The rent of 
salt batty ground was raised to 6 reas a duf£Ji in 1744 
and w^as further Increasiied tog reas in 1748, The Com¬ 
pany's oarts commenced to be regularly farmed for terms 
of nine years from i745p^ 

Regular leases were introduced in 175S and measures 
were pursued to ascertain and preserve the rights of the 
public. The terms on which ground had been let to the 
inhabitants of Bombay for planting cocoa-nut trees in 
the few years before 1758 was For every vacant space 
proper fora plant the renter paid 53J reas for the first 


* Bomhay GiJsellecr, Volume XXVt, Tart 111, paffc 
\ In < 7-14 a^eintmcnl of Overmen vm Aboliahediind it wa^ 
ihsit ** the H^nourfiiNe Company a onrJs beiHff 

fATTMCfl Qutj Ihe oracro of ovensper dOEji nol reqatre so muvH alten- 
lion a.a whn lhe>' were in |h« Compnny'a hatirfr. It may thfrrfart' 
bo o.pcBt*t bvlbe person who boa dtor^r of the rt-vonuc* Thi, 
At present it Mr. Hu^ How«riI, one of the Menberi of Conocil 
Wbnoe nllowonee s. Collector, not withal Audi hk Ihe office a of 
KiVAt con!icqueflEei. no more ihiui aj rupeeg j qiiAfterS and *6 
rtas A month, nithou^h tb« ovenwer of the oafU had 50 rnpeei a 
monlh. A. the nntume of it tbE. office ought to b« immodiAtelv 

utldor I hr CoTlector. the BoAfd molve tq i-ewi iboie oi^cen in One 
pETSDTii WEih a monthly appflititmcni of sbily rupees Bv this a 
yenriy living wi]| rreolt of R,, ,6j 3 Md „„ 

Gaxfiftor MalETialpi, Pm 11 J, paue 
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ten years and fdf «vcr after i quarter and 7I rea^i or about 
one quarter of the value of their produce. No regard waji 
to be bad whether the spacer were (ilied with trees or not* 
A space of ao feet was allowed between each plant on 
the borders of a spot of a ground designed to form an 
oart for cocoa-nut trce.s and 23 feet and 4 inches between 
every plant within^ The terms of letting out all salt batty 
grounds to cultivate at Bombay were t — The best ground 
paid r4 reas a hirg-ii, the second sort and the third 6 
reas» 

On the jrd of January 175S with the view of re-imburn¬ 
ing the prodigious esepenses which the Company had 
incurred Jn mcreasiag the fortifications and the w'Orks 
on the island fur the security of the inhabitants in gene« 
a tax of tea per cent, was ordered to be levied 
oA the produce of alJ the landed estates belonging to 
the inhabitants of the island. We see» then, that by the 
year 1758 there had been Introduced four kinds of lax^ 
T-'w 

(1) The "Pension^* of 1672 amounting to } of the 
net produce of the lands which were then in 
a state of cultivation. 

(a) The ** Quit-reist " of 1718 and 1720 at various 
rates ultimately equalised to 6 reas per square 
yard. 

(3) The Ground-rent of 1731 of 5 reas per square 

yard. 

(4) The of 175b of ^ shillings in the pound. 

It appears that the first and the last were charged on 

what may be called landed estates or lands under 
cultivation (garden lands} ; the second and third on 
" building sites.The general upshot of these arrange^ 
ments w^as a considerable improvetnent iti the revenue 
of the island^ as will be seen from the following table : — 
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7^6ei 

Cocoanut f»rt?i 


3,7*3 
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The chief events ir> the latid administration of Bombay 
between 1760 and iSoo were the iforvey proposals made 
in (grants of land to noteworthy personsp vnluable 

purchases of lands for public purposes and Governmeot 
buildings/ the impositiao of roitrlctmns on the powers 
of the Revenue Judge in 1799^ the settlement of com¬ 
plaints againi^t the Vereadorcus and the vesting of the 
Mazagon estate in the Collector in ty^S/ Of the grants 
made in ihJ^ period the most important was lliat made 
to the Wadia family in 17S3 on the recommendation of 
Sir Edward HugheSp Commander-in-Chler of His 

Majesly^s Ships in India^^ 

In iSo^ a Town Committee wn^ .'ippomted to ascertain 
the right of possession or property in the tract laid waste 
by the fire in that year.J In forwarding the estimate 
they made a suggestion for surveying the island and 
rebuilding the town. The latter was strongly opposed by 
the people for fear that their old foundnlions would 
be intcrs.ected+ The proposal however was sanciionedt 
and opposition \ias overcome by the grant of certain con¬ 
cessions. Subsequently a Committee of Building was 
appointedp but as it had not been properly recognised by 
any authority and established by any rule it was dissolved, 
and a Rule Ordinance and Regulation of the Mlh of 
November 1S12, registered in the Court of ihc Recorder 
on the sGtb December foliowingp was pas5rd,i vesting the 
control of all buildings and encroachments in the Court of 
RcEty Sessions^ Further dificulties arose ami the Court 
of Petty Sessions appointed a Jury^ to csllmatethe amount 
to be paid for ground necessary for widening streeis. 
The Survey of iSij-37 introduced order into the chaos 
which had prevailed ^ince rSoj. Finally in iSay rules for 
assessment and collection of land revenue were passed, 
and these form the basis of the Bombay City Land 


* Al the bejfinfiing of the tSlh eetUury cerlain purchase* * of 
private Imndfl weie BiHde by iheCompmnVp but lE appenrs thflt 
these Iftnd* were mbscqncanj trHnjUerfcii to individual a. 

* Bombay GaiKiteerp Vol. SXV!, Pari Ul, page 4 ^ 

■ £ec below AccDunl of Inaui lenitrefl^ 

* Bombay Gm*I leer, VoT. XXVt. Pan], page4Wardeo'i 

Repon on Laaded Tenure* of Bombay, dated 1S14. (Pnnled in 
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Revenue Act (No. M of 1876) as amenUe^ by Act IJl of 
jgoo^ For fgrtlici details sec the last section of this 
chapter. 

Tlie first mention of a survey of the Island is in 1670-71 
when Mr. Herman Blake w^as appointed Engineer and 
Surveyof-Gencral of Bombay. His surveys were directed 
to ascertain the rights of property as well as to the works. 
He had taken a great deal of psUns about the map of 
Bombay and nearly three-quarters were finished. He 
fell ill and it appears that the work remained unfinished. 
In the surveyt suggestions were made to remove A^i- 
tharees, Povoos^ Coolies beyond the point towardii 
Mazagon to allow room for building keys and wharv es. 
A town was lined out on “that parcel ol ground which 
lyeth over and against the present Fort.'" Again In 
1679-80 orders were received to survey all uncultEvated 
ground and let it out or rent as also to dniin the marshy 
ground and render it fit for agriculture. In a kller of 
34th March 1710 the Court again proposed that the lands 
ia Bombay should be surveyed and registered. In i 747 
the Collector Mr. By field suggested the necessity of a 
survey in order to check encroacbmcnls which were being 
unauthorizedly made on the Company’s ground and the 
Clerk of the works was appointed to bring about a 
general survey.. There is however no record to show 
whether these surveys were undertaken ; and if they 
were+ they must have been of a fragmentary charader* 

On 19th May 1773 again we find the following record of 
the Board ;—""Edimating it very necessary that an 
accurate survey should be made of the whole island 
that the .situation of the farmed out villages, namely^ 
Malabar, Sion, Parch Mfttunga. Dharavi, Nagaon» 
Vadala, Mahim, Bamnolly and of all the Hon^ble 
Company's oarts and grounds may be exactly laid down 
as well as those of all persons whatever^ Resolved 
that a survey be accordingly made under the direct ton 
of the Collector of the revenues whom the Acting 
Engineer must fumish with the most skilful per^ns for 
doing iu^ Three months later Lieut* Turner of the 
Artillery and Mr. Whiteinan«, a cadet* were ordered to 
begin the survey of the island. The Collector estitnated 
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the cost of the !<uney M Rs. 3,51a and the time it would 
take at 18 months. No mention of the further develop- 
merit of this survey is found mid it Is not until iSti that 
records of any authentic suri ey arc available, Jiut there 
IS no doubt that prior to lai i there must have been a 
survey of some sort, for as appears from Capi. Dickin¬ 
son s letter to Government, dated 7ih Aujpjst rSij, he had 
a map of the island of Bombay on a very small scale 
before him. What kind of map it was or to what survey 
It pettslined Ls not knoivn. 

The Revenue Survey of 1811 was be^un under Lieut, 
Hawkins of the Engineer Corps and he was directed to 
commence first the survey of all oarts in the Bombay 
rfivision- This survey was chiefly for the purpose of 
asceriaminff the number of cocoa-nut, brab. date 
and betel-nut trees in each oart aud also the names of 
the proprietors of them, their qualities and the purposes 
to which their products were applied. However, before 
the end of that year it iv&s found expedient to extend the 

survey operations to all pans of the island, with a view 
of defining not only tlie boundaries and the extent of the 
Honourable Company's property, hut that of the inhabit¬ 
ants m general and for specifying the nature of the tenures 
of all lands in the island. This survey was continued under 
Capt. Dickinson of the Comp.'iny's Engineers who was 
the Superintendent of Survey for many years. It was 
finally completed under Capt. Tale of the same Corps on 
the tst of August tSaj. Us total duration was thus 17* 
years. The Fort, the Hew and Old Towns were surveyed 
m considerable detail and the work plotted on a sc'ale 
of ^ feet to an inch. The remainder of the Rombay 
division including Colaba, Malabar hill, Cumballa hill 
and Majsagon were also surveyed in detail, the bounda- 
nes of the properties were carefully determined and the 
work was plotted on Various scales but chiefly on that of 
too feet to one inch. The remaijider of the island was 

only topographically sun.'eyed and only the outlines of 

the different tenures were shown. This w.is plotted on 
a scale of 300 feet to the inch. No attempt seems to 
l^ve been made to take levels or contours of the hills. 
These were only shaded with iok. The maps have bee^ 
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very neatly drawn up Sind shoiv cnnsidertiblc detaJl. T(ie 
cost of this survey, far as can be ascertainedp was 
Rs. ip63pDCK>h Rei^lstcrs of private property of such 
parts of the island as were sun'cyed were made in 
detaiL They are all extant as are &\so most of the maps 
and plansn The operations B>r this Revenue Survey 
brought to light numerolls encroachments and instances 
of the enjoyment of lands by individuals without payment 
of rent. 

In {344 n s^ystem was introduced with the sanction of 
tioveriimcnt of surveying eveiy' holdingp iransferred from 
one perifon to another or of which n deed of sale was 
presented in the Collector's oflice for registration. All 
questions of encroachment were adjusted and the property 
Itself was specially defined before the transfer was recorded 
in the Rcnt^RolL This method proved somewhat desul- 
roryt the existing survey records being hardly suBideni 
for the purpose of Indentifying the holdings* To provide 
a remedy a revisional .viirvcy of the island was pro- 
poaed by Mr* Rose, OBUciating Collector^ in a letter to 
Government of the 31st March 1852, in which he 
remarked :—*" Ln reference to the state of the plans 
Sind registers 1 may set out by observing that Govern¬ 
ment does not appear to have charged itself with I he 
maintenance of the rights of individual landholders and 
it H not in any way called upon to undertake that office. 
A minute and detailed survey would shotv the boundaries 
of subdivisions of holdings and thus enable the Collecror 
to demand the exact amount due on each ^ubdivision. 
The present surveys do not furnish these details and In 
the confusion of subdivisions one holder may be made 
to pay more w^hile another pays less than he ought to pajh 
The existing plans and surv'ey records arc used for 
the gradual recovery of rent of land occupied in excesi^ 
of author!2;ed holdings but the accuracy of the results so 
obtained is not to be relied upon« A new or revised 
survey would enable Government at once to bring under 
assessment lands held without payment of revenue and dis¬ 
cover all encroachments existing at the time of its intro¬ 
duction."* A general survey as proposed by Mr. Rose w^as 
no[ sanctioned by Government: but a survey of the Mahim 
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division was begun by the Survey department of the 
Collector's establishmcni in 1857. It was continued up- 
to 1S591 only, when it was discontinued owing to a 
reduction of the survey eslablishmenh This survey 
shows ihe boundary of each property. Such of the 
work as had been completed was plotted on 9 sheets 
on a scale of 100 feet to i inch. This survey though 
it was of considerable use con Id not be incorporated in 
the Revenue Survey^ as the traverse points had never 
been accurately laid doivn in connection with the trigrto- 
metricaf stations of the Great Trignometrical Survey. 

The neist revenue surveys of the Island^ on which 
is based the present land revenue system of Bom bay+ 
was commenced in the year 1864*65. Jn Resolution 
No- 3516^ dated 7tti Bepteniber 1859, Government asked 
the Collector to consider the advlsahility of raising rents 
on Government lands generiilly throughout the island 
and. called for a report on the subject. Mr:. Showell, the 
Collector, took the opponuiuty of discussing the landed 
rights of Government at great lengths The following 
are extmctis from his report. No. jog of ^ih February 
I 06 o 1 — 

It is evident from the best authorities that from the 
earliest period of the history of the island subsequent 
to its transfer to the Crown of England, a [iperiod now 
of about two hundred yearst the relative position of the 
Government and the people as regards their respective 
claims on the ^il has been the Subject of almost 
constant dispute^ arguing that there hns never, during 
the above long period, been any attempt made to place 
this all*lmportant question on a satisfactory and 
pe rtnanent -foot! ng. 

While however the Government on its part took but 
little care systematically to deSne the mutual rights of 
themselves and their subjects, Che latter failed not to 
take advantage of the circumstances of the times to 
maintain what they assumed to be their rights and also 
with little or no scruple to encroach on those of the 
Honourable Company. 

That the people did so with a considerable degree of 
impunity is abundantly shewn by the reports of the 
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various cfficer^ who were at u later period (say in the 

present century) entrusted wills surveyii and other duties 
aflTordiogr *1^ cm means of judging ot the ina tier. These 
reports abound with CKposyres of the discoveries made 
and much serious consideralson was given to them on 
the part of Government, but notwithsLanding all this 
matters seem to have been allowed to go on very much 
as they did bciorc^ 

A gcnernl revision and allotment of assesi^mcnl on the 
Government lands on the island ifl maniFeitly called for^ 

1 do not think this can he accomplished as it should he 
without a thorough and systematic investigation of the 
subject as a whole* Any other scheme would, J have no 
doubt* be incomplete for the inaugurolion of a permanonl 
scUlemcnt of the disorder th;il has so long prevailed 

here¬ 
under all the dreumstances above set forth and a due 

con sideral ion of former recommend atTons I am decidedly 

of opinion that as A primary measure to any such 
undertakmg a carefully executed revenue survey of the 
whole island accompanied by a settlement of boundaries 
and rights of holdings is indispensable* 

What is essentially necessary for ibe purpose of this 
department in particular, and for those of the land¬ 
holders in general* is the detailed survey of the individual 

holdings ; and for this end the titles of the parties 
claiming to hold them would necessarily have to be 
examined and tested not with the view generally of 
resuming Und for which there was no title but of 

nsceriaining wbether it was assessed to the Government 

revenue or nob” 

Mr- Showell urged the necessity of an Immediate survey. 
Capt* Fmudsp Superintendenl of the Thann Revenue 
Survey, to whom the subject was referred, urged in his 
report of 2ind January i86t the necessity of commencing 
operations as soon as possible and estimated the cost of 
the survey of the Mahim Division at Re- 1 per acre. 
The subject was again taken up by Mr* D'Oyly who 
succeeded Mr. Show ell |. and as a result in July 
Captain Waddington was deputed by Government 
to proceed to Bombay for the purpose of examining 
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aU eKisUn^^ mapy of the island and also to inquire into 
the tenure* and finally to sofi:^est a plau of operations 
necessary for the *orv'ey of the islandk Captr W adding^ton 
made his report in the succeeding August. He therein 
discussed the wrodu^ ^p^rrandi a* well a* the nature 
of the principal existing ten ores and urged that no 
time should be lost in obtaifling the sanction of the 
Government of India. In October of the same year the 
sanction of the Government of Indi^ was applied For and 
actual operations commenced in the month of November. 

The plan oF operation iigreed upon was that Captain 
Nasmyth^ R.E.. in charge of a party of the Great Trigo¬ 
nometrical Survey of India, should in the first instance be 
employed in triangulating the island and Hxing by traverse 
a series of points ns a basis for delaiicd chain measure¬ 
ments which were to be made by a Revenue Surrey party 
under the orders of Colonel Francis^ The scales sanction¬ 
ed for these maps were 25 inches to the mile for the 
fields and open ground, and to feet for the mile for the 
Fort and native town. These were altenvards altered 
to the more easily applied scales of 100 feel to one inch 
for the fields and open country' and 40 feet to one inch for 
the Fort and native townn U was anticipated that the 
co*t of the combined survey would be about Rs. 3^00,000. 

In November 1865 both parties commenced operation*. 
Captain Nasmyth began the work of triangu lotion, while 
the Revenue Survey parly, of which Major Laughton was 
appointed the Superintendent, began the detalEcd w’ork of 
Surveying each separate property* Before the close ot ihe 
reasonp Captain Nasmyth departed for England» his place 
being taken by Captain Haig, ll was however found that 
the results of the two separate traverses were identical* It 
was therefore considered advis;ible to disband the party 
under Captain Haig and the whole work was entrusted 
to Major Laughton from November 1S66* The actual 
survey work was completed by the end of April 1S7I1 

having lasted 5 1 years since its commencement In Nov¬ 
ember 1S65* The whole of the eatablishmeni. with the 
exception of such as were employed upon die registra¬ 
tion of properties* was moved to Poona for the purpose of 
completing the maps. Major Laughton's work was 
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brought 10 a Bnul dose on the i^rd of Xomember 1S7J, 
that is to say 7 years from the commence menu 

The whole of the Tevellln|^ JsntI corttoiirinjj was com' 
pleted by the Revenue Survey parlyp Levels xvtre tnkee 
at every feet alon^ the principal roads and the height 
has been shown on the large scale maps. The levels are 
referable to the Town Halt datum of JOO^ With the 
exception of a iitiall portion of the Island on the eastern 
i^ide, xvhere the salt pans are situated, the outlines of the 
high water mark at spring tides and the high water mark 
at ordinary or neap tides have been care fill |y laid down 
all around the island and are showm on the large 
Cast iron boundary markSp ttiade at the Government 
Dockyardt were fixed at the comers of properties. Of 
these there are three kinds ^ 
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Nos. j and s were used when the property was adjacent 
to a made roadp the first being fixed at the corner and 
two of the second about 12 feet from the first to mark 
the outlines of the property. When the property was at 
a distance from a road Nos. 3 and 3 were used for the 
same purpose. The total number of boundary marks 
fixed was ^5,165. Fifty bench marks of large cut stones 
were permanently llxed» the figures of levels being 
marked on the slones+ AIL the hills in the island were 
carefully and accurately contouredfc some of them to 
every five feetp but most of them to every ten feet. 
These contours were shown upon the 400 ^cale maps« 

Two sets of maps were prepared,, one uniform in size 
(3 feet X 2 feet) called '* B{|uare ShcetSp'' and the other 
of varying dimensions called ** Traverse Sheets.*^* The 
former are 331 in number^ of which 305 were reproduced 
and printed. The remaining 16 which contairicd only 
fish ponds were not reproduced. One hundred and 
eighteen sheets containing the survey of the crow^ded 

^ The maps were pmciounicedl by ptofea^nnoJ and CEher jocftl 
execuUve aathoritie* lu toe masi necvRitc mnd complete in oJ] 
detnliaH 
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piirts of Bombay were drawn on a scate of 40 feet to one 
inch and eighty-seven which represent ihc outJying or 
le.ss thickiy-populared parts wore drawn on a scale of 
100 feet to one inch. The Traverse Sheets arc so% in 
number. On these sheets the sUtiDn points and the 
chain lines arc indicated, thus rendering them useful for 
tracing individual survey numhers in the field books. 
These sheets have not been prinlcd- I hey arc drawn 
on scales of 40, 50^ 80 and 100 feet to an inch according 
to circumstances. Besides these mapSp registers of pro¬ 
perties have been prepared^ 17 for the Bonibay and 33 for 
the Mahim division. 


The cost to Government of this survey was about 3N 
ss given beioWi. The Mtinicipality contributed a grant 
of Rs. 50*000:— P* 

Actual Survey from ist October 1865 
to April iSyt »*■ ^f 37 T 357 ts 11 

CompIcMng the plotting of fair sheets 
from ist hfay 1871 to ist May 1872 ... 4=^044 7 " 

Reduced map from ist Nfay [87a to 
a3rd November IS73 ... l 5 

Cost of Boundary MarkSp lejs* re¬ 
covered 


3pij,o6a 3 10 


The area of the island found by CoL Laughton was 
J3 sq, mites^ J03 acres* 4^149 sq. yards,* The following 
table shows the area of land comprised under each 
tenure:—^ 

Sq. 


Pension and Tax 
Quit and ground rent 
Government resumed Land 
GoverniiKOt Toka land and ( 

Forjis Toka if.. \ 

Old salt batty ground ... 1 

New salt batty ground I 

Other GovernjTieDt ground 


13 , 349,178 

4,419,603 

2^.353 

7^207.514 

16 , 497,906 
1 ^. 416,301 


■ This according lo CoU Laughton Ip llie moai accurpto 
eiUmaie. 
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Sq* 

loscn ■■■•. iiAh -■■ 4“^ 

Sundrj' items, such as ra4j,dsi 

tanks^ ^aslc rcciama- 

tiouM, etc. -- **. 10*456,376 


Toiai 68.870,357 


The follow!ng[ is the account of ihe several tenures T^-aur^a. 
cvlstin" in Bombay:— 

.No rates of assessment are fixed for lands held under pefui^ «iui 
the Pension and Tax tenure, nor were ihen the measure^ Taa:, 
menls of lands held under this tenure recorded prior lo 
Col. Laughlon^s xarvey- The rents arc lump sunas," 
bearing^ no uniform proportion to the quantity or value 
of the land for which the rent is paid, and m many cases 
^ivc rales a a lo^v as a fractloti of a pie per square yard-" 

The term ‘ Pcof^loEs " takes its origin from the Portugese 
word Pffnca& which means, when applied to e^statcsi a 
payment for the enjoyment of land, the bonus or the 
prctnuim paid for the rcc-simple on the compromise of 
a doubtful tenure. The tenor of the article of .Aungier's 
convention proves that it was not a qyit-rent. It is only 
a royalty rent acknowledging the Government as Lords 
paramount. The piiyment of the pension" dates 
from Aungier's Agreement of 1673, which commuted in 
consideration of the payment every year of ao*ix»o 
Keraphins (Rs- 13.S50) whatever rights the Company 
possessed over the estates which were in a slate of 
cultivation and which were in consequence acknow¬ 
ledged by that toslrument to be freehold propciiyi tinder 
a reservation, however^ of a claim to the military services 
of the inhabitants# 

The sum of aOkOoo Xeraphliis was determuied from an 
account, taken at the time, of the true value of the annual 
produce of all the landst which w'ax reckoned to be about 
80,000 Xeraphinsi of which it was agreed that one-fourth 

* An expl*naiJon flf Ihe lawnea* efUic pHiiitfft i* 

feund in tlie fact tbiit it mis Ofiginally leried on gardMornce 
land- The irfegidarity in ibe acaJir ih to ihfi tax having been 
lei itid m VO much per wheel n^cd for irrijimtion. 
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should be ant)ually paid to the Company. The amouiu 
was distributed as follows: — 

Feusloii in the district of Mahim^-.- Xer. iOti 6 o*i -37 
Pension within the Bombay District „ 9,839-1^43 

Total... 2O,0 OO-Ckd 

The ‘'Tax** of to percent- on the produce of the landed 
estates was introduced from the year 1758 to meet the 
prodigfious expenses and to bulid fortihcation and 
other lyorks fo-r the security of the inhabitants* A 
notification was issued requiring: ^1 the Fazindars 
ill Bombay and Mahim to render the Conectot an account 
of titc annual produce 0! their land in order to enable him 
to levy the tax laid on them. The Fai^iiidars objected to 
the proposal but trere told that if they did not show' due 
obedience thereunto^ the Govenimeat would be oblig^ed to 
put their owm valuation on the lands, 

A few monthafterwards the accounts (sliowing' the 
amounts to he Rj 3> 5?^|^^fiJ-^-4o) were received, but as 
on inquir)^ the estates therein mentioned appeared to the 
CoUcctor to be considerabty undervalued^ he directed the 
Vercadores and some of the private Fas^tndars to inspecl 
and consider these accounts carefully and to deliver their 
opinions ihereon. This they accordingly did on the tgih 
and ^anU January 1759. A report was made to Govern¬ 
ment by the Collector stating tha! the estates according 
to the Vere ad ores' account + were estimated at Rs^ 77^000^ 
and he recommended that the tax should be leaned on 
that estimate^ 

On the Collector's letter tha Board passed orders in 
February 1759 that the tax of id per cent, be collected 
on the Vereadores^ estimate and that such persons as had 
not delivered thdr accounts be required to do so by a 
certain time ca penalty of a fine in case of noncompli* 
ancc. This addittonni tax of 10 per cent, was approv¬ 
ed by the Court In their letter^ dated 23th April 1739+ 
in which they wrote “ It is extremely pleasing' to us 
that you have shown such true attention to our Intereiit 
in layingf additional duties and laxes on the Inhabit- 
untSf thereby relieving us in some degree of the burden 
we cheerfully bear to put the inland in a state of security. 
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We applaud your conducz, and wc have pointed out thl^ 
cddimendable example to our Presidency at Cakutta, 
who have never oace conskdered the equitable ri^ht we 
have to such as^i^tonce/' 

In i774p the inhabitaiits prayed that this ‘Tax' might be 
relinquished. It was imposed, they said, in 1758 by the 
then Governor, the Hon. Richard Hourchier, who signi¬ 
fied to them the urgent necessity for raising money for 
maintaining the war with the French, and had further 
promised to relieve them of the wime when the said war 
should he over* On this It was resolved to refer the 
petition to the decision of the Court. In reply, the 
Court ma Utter, dated i:ath April 1775, wrote As our 
fortifications are far from being coinpktcdp we cannot 
consent to relinquish the tax laid upon landed estates m 
1758, which was designed hh an dd in the Company in 
the erecting of those fortifications." In July 1775, the 
Board again received a petition from the Fiu^indars or 
land-holders of Bombay and Mahim^ requesting that the 
tax whieb they were unable lo hear be abolished* As 
the orders of the Court 00 iJicfr last petition were ex¬ 
pected, the Consideration of this petition was deferred 
and the Court^^ orders subsequently received were com- 
municaled to them. No further attempt appearis to hove 
been made by the inhabitanls to get the tax abollshed» 
and it has remained until the present day. 

Some lands under this tenure pay only Fensloc i some 
only Lax. It is diffictilt ai this dbtmme of tame to assign 
a reason for such a dij^tinction. Every ?;quare yard of 
ground in the occupation of individuals in 167a should 
have been charged * pension.^' Possibly an exception was 
made in the case of lands whose profits were applied to 
charitabL* purpo!ies, and those lands which were charit¬ 
able in rfiyj and ceased to be so in 17511 were only 
taxed in that year^ Some exemptions may also be 
due to omissions on the part of the Collector. Those 
which continued to be charitable have been and are 
to-day exempt either from Pension or Tax. The frce-hold 
nature of lajids held under ihe Pension and Tax tenure 
and their aon-|iabiliiy to eohancedassessmeDl has always 
been recognized by Government. So long ago as 1737 
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the Board recorded that "As this article was in pur¬ 
suance of ail engagement made with the inhabitants 
when the island came into the possession of the English^ 
and as It has so long been ptiricuially observed* they 
ought not to infringe the same by an alteration.’' On the 
question of a general increase of rent on land^ in Bombay,i 
the‘'Rent Committee"’ of tSj 7 declared iheir opinion 
that ‘'Nothing short of great emergency would justify 
any deviation from the eaistitig rates which had been 
sanctioned by such long prescription."’ The recognition 
of the proprietary right of ttie people over lands of this 
description is further seen in the concession given to them 
by Governmeat in 1873 redeeming the cess on Pension 
and Tax at a certain nuitiher of years' purchase. The 
proposal for redemption was first made by the Collector* 
Mr. Ravenscroft. in the year 1S73* when he ^ep^e^eftt£d 
that the lands realized only Rs. annually (Rs. 8*41 J 

being for Pensipaand Rs. 7 ib 34 for Tax)* for which 4*1^3 
!^p.irate bills had to be prepared* some of the bills being 
under one lUina, and in a few instances under a pie. 
Mr* Ravenscrofs proposied ao as tbenu'nfcier of yearns 
purchase for such a redemption* and he was supported by 
the Local Government. The Government of Ipidia* how- 
ever^ in their letter of 6th October 1873 fixed It at 
2^ years, which was raised to 30 years in 189E by a 
resolution of the Government of Indini dated X4th 
August 1S98. 

Land held under lh 1 ?t tenure is found in the Fort, 
Girgaum* Malabar HiP, Colaba, and in the Mahim Woods, 
Its area at the date of Colonel Laughton's Survey was 
3,5acres and 2,335 sq- yards. 

Closely associated with the Pension and Tax tenure 
is a kind of sub-tenure known as ** Faxiodari.'' It Is a 
sub-tenure between a private proprietor and his tenant- 
k is not known how and when it originated, but it is 
itnquestionabiy of long standing. The owner of the land 
under Government is known as the Fnriiidar* Land 

* CtU. Laughton m 187a rvcoDHtH'ndf^d an Increue in ihr CAtcf, 
mm ihcy very 'tnuli'i|i«iitr. The ground may have been uved 

fOf cilltii^alJOO al MO tiffifi when the reni was oemwi*bJe enough* 
but now thM the tiative town li built 411 A poiliun of It, tbr 

rules are io many Instances InlLdCquato i-ndeviL 
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uncfur this tenure was let for building purposes, without 
m most cases any former agreemeat» and subject to a 
^ow annual ground rent. The earliest record of this 
tenure found in the Collector^ Office is a report by the 
Vereadore^ of the i4th December 1783. It runs as 
Tojlows:— 

The rule and custom practised at the tsiand are : 
<«) That the owners of the oarts cannot break or 
remove any house in their dart unjejis the owner of the 
house has ('iven just cause to or any ways causing 
damage to the cart or its owner, (ij That no ownera 
or potisesiiDrs of the houses can seH their houses to any 
strange purchaser wiihuut a special permission of the 
uart's ownccp und should be, the ownef. chouse to buy 
the house, he js to hai^e preference at n moderate rate 
according to the lime and value or al an lulrinsic 
valuatiou at the time. That fio persons living in 

anmher person's oari can on any account let out iheir 
houses to any improper or indecent people any waya 
detfimentar or scandalous to the owner oftheoartor 
the neighbourhood and on their, the owners of the house, 
ricting 5,0, the owner of the oart may thereby order the 
house to be removed, but the house anust nol eaceed the 
value of Rs;. 5100. That no persons in another 
person's cart can take any further ground for their 
bouses^ use or open any new pas^ages without ihc pwner^s 
permii^srcin previously obfamedt nor cau they pretend^ 
should there be bamboo or mud-walled bouses, to make 
them of chunam and stone or to re-build them with 
timbers w^khout the owner^s permission, (e) When 
any person builds a house in another person's oari^ they 
make no other ngreement with the owner, but that of 
annua fly the usual ground rent thereof or ns they 
may have settled betwlat ihcm» and to Ihe quirt and 
peaceably w ithout giving the least imublep detriment or 
any scandat lo the owner of the oart or neighbourhood or 
causing any trouble or damage to the owner,. 

But long prescrlptfon appears to have changed tbe 
nature of this tenure altogelher. But it was a popular 
idea with some of the old native propnetor^ that the 
P’aarindar, although bo could on no account evict his 
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lensiilt while his building was standing, had a reversionary 
right to his land a^ soon as it was either pulled down 
or destroyed by fire or other natural cainiwa, the Faiindar 
of to-day has no interest in the land beyond the annual 
rent, and this has been recognised in numerous compeus^i- 
tion eases under the Land Acquii^iiiion Act^ iii which the 
invariable practice has been to award the Fazindar no 
more than the capitalised value of the rent. 

Quit nad Quit-rent originally implied freed0:11 from Iiabi 11 Ly to 
r;rmindftefii. military service. From the date of Auugicr^s Conivcntion 
to the year i|tS, many strangers were invited to settle on 
the island. Up to lytS the new- tenants^nt-will were 
probably under an implied engagement to afford military 
service whenever required. 

In a kUetp dated Jist February 171/♦ the Court 

observed Re nember your promise to improv.- the 

ground rents within the City walls by the method therein 
specified of letting lea-e!^ renewable or by fines or quit- 
rents nr whatever way you should judge most for our 
interest. The consideration of our prodigious charge 
and the peoples' protection and lib jtL ies are, if righlly 
managed, Very cogent arguments to convince every one 
why that ground ought to be valued higher than it other¬ 
wise would be^"' In pursuance of these orders a tax was 
imposed on all the inhabitants residing within the town 
waU.s in order ** to reimburse the Right Honorable Com - 
pany some part of the great expense and charge they had 
been In furtlfying and securing the said town,” The 
impos’iliofi of this lax changed the ancient constitution of 
the island bv commuting military services^ for a quit-rent. 

in iTzo a petition wa^ preii^ented to the Board by the 
prlneipal inhabitautsSj setting forth that the quit-rent wns 
n heavy tax ou them and desiring to be relieved from the 
same^ On the ^olh September 1720 the quit-rent was by u 
resolution of the Couadl reduced to one-half^ and as it was 
found that several of the inhabitants, to avoid puying the 
quit-rent^ had built without tlie town walL it was ordered 

^ But if AutiftierV COnVcailnn rcBcrved pe4-»i0nftK ■crvke sf Uic 
l»iiiDt>i in every part ot the ItJjtridi it u not Apparent hew the 
in trodiiCt lOn dT the ifult^rent &n IaiuLb In tbe F^rtnlque redeemrtl 

\U Pffswbly the levy of IhiA reni hi ihf Fort jiyfflciefit to 

r\V«r A mititin In ts of w at . 
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!iDU£es ivitbm cannon-shot of the town wall shctilcJ 
pay the same quit-rent as those buUt within, as this would 
111 some measure make amends for the reduction of half 
the quit-rent to the Inhabitants w'ithin the town walL A 
prcclamation to this e^ect was issued on the 3rd 
October 1720, The exact principle on which this tax 
or quit-rent was h^sed is not known. But from the lump 
payments still made on some of the lands in ihc Fort, it 
appears that the quit-rent must have been based on either 
the net produce or the valuation of the properties so tax* 
ed and not on the area or measurements thereof. The 
lands without the town w^all how^ever paid at three 
different mtes of 15* 30 and 45 reas per single yard^ (not 
square yard)* 

In 1731 an attempt wa-S made to equalise this quit- 
rent] and it was resolved that the Eo^liKh inhabitants 
'should pay the same quit-rent for their houses that they 
had hllherto been lOp but for such ground as 

they mig'ht have taken in i^incc building their houses or 
might thereafter take iil| they fiboulu pay an additional 
quit-rent of 6 reas for each ^^quare yard, but set free of 
ground rent, and all natives or black Inhabitants should 
pay for the ground in their occupation a quit-rent of b reas 
and a ground rent of 5 reas for each square yard. This 
resolution appears to have been made with reference to 
the lands within the towm avails only® ; but w"e see in 
the rent rolls in the Collector's Office the same diversity of 
rates 15, 30 and 45 reas per single yard) in the 

^ It is not Jistn^Wn wh^E this ^stngla yard' measure waa. Evm 
pickiiiftDfi in r8ij makes remark ± At tbi» dibtanEe of linw 
it is nut puft4ibJe ^tiafscLorily to discover by infurnullo^ ur 
i»therwi9c Hic quantity oomprbed In the IndoEuile measure termed 
' single yard'; for by proceeding cm a vimilnr prinClpEe no two 
nicaim-einenta in the old rout roll can even in a rOitkOte degree be 

roconciled/' 

' Tbe diaUnction dr^wn by Covemment in tlrnir Order of Jird Oe- 
tyji between the rent to be paid hj theEnglub end limt 
Eo be paid by the nstUves will account lor some lands Qt\ the 
FortJ paying b and othef* vi reaa per i quart yard > other? which 
'vfert garden loftds In 1^? and were COnverted into building silcs 
by the year 17iS paid ttn addlllonal quit-rent or quit and gmund 
rent and were further Subjected lolbeiaxof 1737 SoOm prep*rtiea 
in the Fon suppOMd to p4y by the lump under qidt and geoend 
reol^ teflorn nr* realty either of quit-rent tenure paying the 
origlnnj quit renl befnre it wo? equalixed In 1731 or of quit-rent or 
quit a nd grov nd rent araalgoonated with poa^ion and conaolidnted. 
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of the lands without the town walls; and tiies^f 
varying rates were g'radually changed till lO 179J we find 
all the lands under this tenure puytng a uniform rent of 
30 reas per single yard^ This w^as again changed with out 
any apparent reason to 11 reas per square yard in 1804-05. 

Tn 1733 the Bombay Govemmeai suggested to the 
Court ihat all the quit-rents should be remkted. and 
indeed they were discontinued until 17341 tvh^n the Court 
of Director:: replied that they could not agree to take olT 
or abate any of the taxes whatsoever. On receipt of 
these orders the Bombay Governinent directed the 
Collector to recover the arrears from the people since 
the date the rents had been discontinued^ In December 
of the same year the people petitioned against the 
renewal of the recovery of rents, and as an equivalent 
oBTered to pay to the Honourable Company« towards the 
building of the town walL^ such a sum of money as might 
be judged sulTidedt to dear the amount of the quit and 
ground rent. As the Court had positively ordered that 
the arrears should he collected and the tux should be 
Continued p the Govern me at could dp no more tlaan re^ 
present the petitioners* case to the Home authorlLies, 
apparently without Success. 

After the tire of 1S03 the Company's Counsel wi^s 
consulted as to the measures which should be adopted far 
ascertaining iu future the Company's right to the pro¬ 
perty and " whether it may not be proper and desirable 
to have a full and accurate plan of the whole island 
distinguishiog the Company*s property from oLhers in 
order that they may be at liberty to raise the rates of 
such property possessed by the tenants-at-will or others^ 
where the present state and value of the land will bearlt/' 
Mr. Thriepland, the Advocatc^General, was of opjoioja 
that the Company had no lands in a state of cultivation or 
Improvement in 1674+ but that whatever property was nl 
that time waste and unoccupied belonged of right to the 
Company l that in process of timep as population and 
wealth increased, this waste property was occupied bv 
individuala. Lands so occupied and possessed whether 
fenced with walla or covered with buildings could never* 
in Mr. Tbrieplaod’s opinion, by any length of time# 
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btfcomc the property of the lenanl^, Mr, fhriepland w-4^ 
however of opiaion that the CompAMy was liound to make 
IfCMMi any aulky for improvement of the ground made by 
the holders and .Suggested a geEicral survey of the island 
for the purpose of increasing the revenues derived from 
it. 

The plan for re^huildiiig the town was determine-d upoi^ ; 
but the most wealthy of the natives foritied a combination 
to resist by legal means any mode of lining out the nciv 
streets which should tend to intersect the old fcundatiDns 
or to prevent their re-buildiog on them. A further 
opinion of the Advocatc-Geucral was invited# Mr, 
Thrieplaud still held that the ground occupied by those 
who paid assessment t|uit-rent or quit and ground 

rent) was at the disposal of the Government aod that no 
opposition from the proprietors of this description of laud 
need be regarded^ turther than that they had an uodoubt- 
cd right to he indemnified for any oulky they might 
have made either of permanent utility to ihe soil or from 
which their successors therein could derive advjtu- 
tage^ The Town Committee expressed a decided opi^ 
nion that the plan should be adhered to and pursued 
with GrmnesSp vigour and expeditloop but subsequently 
moderated their views and in consideration of the losses 
by hre sustaiued by the people suggested that the assessed 
proprietors should be given full compensation for their 
lands except for the portions required for widening the 
streets. Not with standing the decided opinion of Mr, 
^rhriepland in favour of the right of Government to 
resume possession of the assessed lands the efforts of the 
Town Committee to carry their plans into effect entirely 
failed. The natives ultimately succeeded in their opposU 
cion and in their desire In rebuild on the old foundji- 
tion ; nil that the Committee was able to do was to take 
a portion of their ground fur widening the streets which 
portion the Inhabitants readily conceded. 

Another kind of tenurCp also styled quit and ground 
rent| but distinct in its naturcp originated with the New 
Town. While the Inhabitants in the Fort and the old Town 
werenffering every kind of appnsiHoci to theimprovcinent 
of the portion destroyed by the late Hre^ matters w^erc tak- 
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iiig B. different turn in another p^rt pf the island^ On Uie 
30th September of the same year (^^^o3) Gcivemmcnt direct,- 
ed that the Engineer's Kmit shculd be cleared to the extent 
of 800 yards from the Fort rind issued an order to Lhij; 
effect to the Commanding Officer of the Forces* A gene¬ 
ral proclamation was also issued oti the t^th Jannary 
1804 ordering the ctc-iranee. On llie 35th Idem the Towm 
ComiTiittce wTOte to the Collector informiog him of the 
probahility of finding Accommodation for the different 
classes of people to be removed from within Soo yards of 
the Fori in that part of the ground which was situated 
on the Western side of the conntiencemerLt of the Pare I 
road from Paidhoni bridge cittending northwards to 
the hatty fields and also another spot to the ca-'itivard of 
the Pnrel road opposite to the former and asked the 
Collector to furnish them with information ns to what 
portion of the ground thus described was the property of 
the Company* The Collector replied that the whole of 
the ground in question with the exception of a few^ plots 
of freehold land belonged to the Company. The matter 
w^As reported by the Town Committee to Government 
w^ho on the ^td February 1804 issued orders to the CoLlec- 
tor to resume possession of the land and deliver it to the 
Committee for making proper allotments. In a later 
communication of tolh February the Collector was in¬ 
structed to have the allotments of ground to ihc neiv 
settlersp when completed, registered In his office and 
to charge for them at the rate of » 1 reas per square 
yard.^’ On the i7Lh February the Collector reported 
that he had resumed and delivered over the land to 
the Town Committee, The allotments made by the Town 
Committee formed what was knowm as the New' Town. 
It Tvas not however lUI the oflcl of May 1803 that the re- 
qurj^ite register of allotaients was prepared. The re¬ 
cord so prepared forms the first volume of the rent rolls 
of the New^ Town or resumed lands. The lands so re^ 
sumed formed part of those which had been recovered from 
the sea and had become known as Salt Butty Grounds.’ 

The lands in the New Town appear to have been 
allotted on the same terms as those given out in the 


* Se^ xccc^unt &f Forxa 
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old Town* Tiff., on tilc payment of rent at the rate of 
11 reas per ^uare yard wUhout any leases for any 
ddlnite period of tSme ; and althou^fh the CoHector kept 
^^eparate registers or rent rolls for lands in the OJd Town 
and for those in the N'ew^Tow'n and under differs at head- 
ingSj the one under Quit and Cj round rent and the other 
under Re-HOmed lands or lands assessed at 1 1 reas 
the squaiTC yard* they were looked upon as being identical 
in character unlil in iSjS^jg the hinds In the New Town 
were amiil|^nmalcd with these in the Old Towni and have 
since then been otHcially recognised as falling under 
Quit and Ground renE tenure. 

fn I§13 Captain Dickinson having completed his survey 
of the Fort submitted his reports^ dated ijth October 
and 3rd Docember 1813, in which he classified the 
different tenures under which the lands in the t'ori 
were held, and suggested that although the Com¬ 
pany had an indisputable right to resume possession oi 
the quit^rent and quit and ground rent lands a comprontLse 
should be entered into with the proprietors, by which 
lewises should be granEed to them for ^2 and 63 years on 
the condition of their paying an increased rent equal to so 
andjSreas per square yard; the effect of which, as 
Oickiuiion stated, would be that two-thirds of this very 
valuable city would at no very remote period revert to 
the Companyp He even proposed iin impost of H reas 
per square yard on all Fazindars' or Pension and Tasi 
laudo. Mr, WurdeUt Chief Secretary' to Government^, 
was directed to make observations on Dicktnson^s reports 
above referred to and generally on the land-tennres in 
Uotnbayp Mr, Warden in his report of the 20th August 
1814 thoroughly reviewed the subject and differed in 
opinioa from Dickinson as to the right of the Company 
to resume possession of any portion of the ground within 
the wuhsof the Fort excepting s^uch as might be held on 
special leases, contending^ that the ground* admitting it 
to have been grig in ally Crown land, had by the custom 
of the manor changed its original character and become 
the permanent property of the landholders ; but that the 
Clovemment having exercised in various Instances the 
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right to if!crease aod rnodify the rents they might again 
have recourse to the same measured 

In iSiS the Collector (Mr DeVilre) and the Revenue 
Surveyor {Captain Dickinson) brought to notice the nghts 
of Government. The actual resumption,they wrote, 
“on several occasions of extensive peirtions of this island 
held under the same tenure are so many practical exam¬ 
ples of the doctrine and opinions in favour f the proprie¬ 
tory right of Government over the j j reas ground.'" 
In a letter addressed to the Secretary to GovernmeDt, in 
May iSsSj the Advocate-General Mr. Wodehouse classi¬ 
fied these lands as follows, (i) lands which have been 
possessed by private occupiers from a time Jong nnteiior 
to the Lime of enrolment in the Collector's bookSi the 
original transfer of which by the Company to the indivi¬ 
duals cannot be traced ; and lands held by individuals^ 
the original grant to whom by the Compnny can be 
distinctly traced.Mr. Wodehousc considered lands ol 
the first class as inhee liable property and those of the 
second as lands jet to hire, and oE course reslimable at the 
pleasure of the Company, The Committee of 1837 
thought that the Government had the power of altering 
the rent on these lands. Mr. ShoweU writing in 1S60 
proposed a building rate of 6 pies {laJ- reas) per square 
yard and remarked that if a rent of 11 reas was deemed 
reasonable in Mr* Warden's time it may be deerned 
e<|ua1]y so now when landed properly has so greatly 
enhanced m value." in 1872 Colonel Laughton suggest¬ 
ed that the rate of 6 pies per square yard should be 
applied to all lands covered with buildings, no matter 
under what tenure the land might be held. 

The power of Government to raise the rents on Lhesc 
lands seems always to have been a vexed question* 
Although as advised by Mr, Warden, Government never 
made any declaration vesting these lands in perpetuity in 
the possessors^ they have never uttcmpted cither to 
resume these lands or to raise the assessment thereon, 
notwithstanding the suggestions to the contrary made by 

^ For fiatt dot Aik ^ee Report On the LAfkfeil T«noroA of Bombay* 
by F, Warden, dated 3 alh 1814 (Srkclion from Govorrt- 

Toent Rc^ordn, LXtV» 
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Government ofViciaJs from time lo time. There has been 
no judicial dvci-Hion as to whether there is a spectlic limit 
to the enhancement of assessment oo these lands. The 
mtes are 6 to u reas per square y^rd in the fort and M 
reas in the town. Very recently Government have recog-- 
nised the cquiuhte rights of the holders in case of lands 
held yndcr this tenure. They have placed these lands On 
the same footing as Pension and Tax lands by extending 
to them the right of redemption oo payment of 30 times 
the amount of the rent of the holdings pay less than 
Rs. lO. 

Quit and Ground Rent land is situated in the Forl^ 
Old Town. New Town and in Colaba, the portions bene¬ 
fited by the fortifications for whkti the tax mainly 
raised. The area covered hy this tenurei according to 
Col. Laughton^ is 97^ acres and square yards. 

The word toka " means a share of the produce, and 
the assessment on toka lands was formerly paid in 
kind.^ Toka lands were also described as "Sweet 
Batty " grounds and comprised ^nhe greater part of the 
Company's original nine viJlages, vii- -“{0 I (^) 
Bomnoily Coitem; (3) Nagao ; (4) WadalU \ (5) 

Matoouga : (6) Sion; (7} Dharavy ; (8) Cassabay of 
xMahim* * and (9^ Wodee.'"^ Toka lands are situated on 
the north-cast of the Island from Sion to Sewrl- They 
comprise a total area of 1489 acres and 764 square yards^ 
The description of these lands as given by Mr. Arbuthnol^ 

^ Taka. orig^inA Liy dis noicd Govcriuueu E ground u ndcr cd livndon 
and r^aid tolfji or sbArcof produce iince commuted AonuiiJly into 

*uoney pAyracnL fn ih^ rule wn.^ fixed At jor^pce^ B 

jf hmtty, The^e were nq meAsufer[ 3 «f]lH. It Li conicqucoliy 
impoAiible Id Mty what portion ihe rate beaffc to thtf quantify 
of p^rouitd. Roughly^ it can be said it varied tn 1S71 from 1 pie td 
} pie per iiqMBre yard. 

^Mr. ArbjIhricE writittg in 1 £763(11 led thAt I he origin bI right oE 
the CootpKny au er i^ipnetdrs ul the whale of tbeS® landB is fdufld^ 
<ii oi3 the 91b ariielo of Ehe famags cfHivenliOa of lEija, which run* t 
"That All rD>Allkf-9, righ'Ai privitrgei^And imm uni lies w'hich did 
rormerly hefong ta the Crown of PorlugAl df Fdi'AS aod RoyBl 
renlB df what nntarc or condilidu server Khali be rcieriiCd aj df 
righl they belnidg td lhe Hi.-indUirable W-nispAny.’' AppArCfiUy 
hawever it wu nat the rinhl of Ibo Com puny am praprielosil that 
T*aa fouitded on |tie 91 h Article but ihe fpKhl to establlAh ihe 
^Aiem of taxarido peevBleat tfi ihe kland tinder the l^ortugiteie 
Miierumenu That article furEher r^frvad the right df the 
Company to military Scri'lcei 
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still holiJs good. The Mrly history of these Ifinds shews 
that the Kunbis or tenants who coltlvaled the lands 
coiild be removed at the pleasure of Government. The 
right of the proprietorship of these lands was founded 
on the fact that all uncultivated and wasle Innd^ except¬ 
ing soch as by the constitution of the island was an 
appendage of the cultivated portion as pasturage ground k 
was at the date of Aungier^s convention Crown land, 
which as time went on was lei out for cultivation to the 
Kunbist the produce being equally divided between the 
Company and the tcnantSi a reasonable allowance being 
always made in bad seasons. 

Subsequently a considerable portion of the sweet batly 
grounds came into the possession of the Company by 
confisration after theSiili war in 1677. The Jesuits' lands 
Hnd Rama Kamati's property also devolved upon thv 
Company in 1692 and lyso respectively^ At the time ot 
the cession of the island to the British Crowm, the 
Jesuits were the sole possessors of Pare I, Vadalu and 
Ston^ and all the properly of the Jesuits on which 
Govcriitnctit could lay hands was conhscatod. In 1733 
we find that some of the cultivators of the Company’s 
batty grounds deserted the island and fled to Sabetlei in 
consequence of being rorbidden at the ins la nee qf ihe 
Court of Directors to manure their lands with **kuta' 
or fish miuiure* The ivant of this manurci ihcy said^ 
had seriously impaired the productiveness of the soil 
which w^ould not grow melons^ cucumbers and other 
vegetables withoul it. The Company Ln consequence 
experienced considerable difliculty in getting tenants^, and 
ill 1734 they complained to the Court of Directors of want 
of husbandmen on the island. The Court; in reply 
NigniBed their willingness to allow the use of ** kuia", if 
the prohibition of the same had sensibly kssetied the 
produce of the lands. 

in J751 the Board considered that the batly lands would 
produce larger annual rents if they wore farmed out in 
the open mariceu It w^as therefore resolved to see what 
they would fetch at a public auction. Accordingly the 
village lands were put op to auction on tJie 56th Fcbftiaiy 
of that year on the following term.^ :—“ [ 1) That the farm 


LAND APMINISrrttATtdN. 


549 


be kt f|ir 7 years commencing from 1st Jiirie la the 

jrst May 1758. U) That the farmer pays the rent in two 
equal iiifiinlments+ one at the end of February, the other 
on the 3lift of May* (3) That the farmer shall colfect 
from the Clirrumbees the usual tokn for the ground, 
they shall p&y in the same manner the l lonoumble Com-i- 
pany used to do and also all the customs and small tributes^ 
(4) That iTi consideration of the rent he pays to the Hon- 
ourahle Company> the farmer shall be empowered to make 
what improvements he can and have the hcaefit thereof 
durinjit his lease as likewise of the grass and all sorts of 
fruit and other trees that are in the villages. (5) That 
If any disputes arise between the Curnimbees and the 
farmers^ the farmer may apply to the Collector w^ho will 
give his ftssist-HUce and decide the same. (6) That to 
recover from such Curnimbces as are in the Honourable 
Company's debt^ the farmer will take what part he can and 
pay the same to the Collector w^ho will also give the farmer 
his assistance in recovering his due from the Currumbees 
if any be remiss in paying it. (7) That at the eitpiry of 
the lease the farmer la to leave the farm in as good a 
condition as he received it or to make good the difference 
on a survey taken both at start and at the eixpiration of 
the lease. 


The lands were let as follows:—Batty grounds In 


(e) Parol 
fa) Sion 
(3} Dharavy 
(4) Motooaga 


Rs* 2605 
M 13™ 


(5) WadalU 

(6) Nagao 


Rs. 


^75 ( 7 ) Borcinolly ,, 
1965 (S) Mahim &%Vor]iri 


1761 

982 

530 

*44 


Total Rs* 9560 

This method of renting the batty grounds of the villa¬ 
ges was Communicated to the Court ot Directors and was 
approved by them. The system of farming the villages 
at auctions in leases for 7 years appears to have conti¬ 
nued till the year iBod. 

This farming systetn did not work well. Though 
it brought a little more revenue to the Company* It 
kept^the Kunbis or actual cultivators at vaHance with 
the farmers who were never known to relax their 
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demands even in times of sca^cit^^ The Lands were by 
tong usage assessed at a rent in Itiiid which^ after the 
harvestj was paid by every Kunbi need ■'ding to hLs pro¬ 
portion, usually one-half. But during the pre vale nee 
of the farming system it seems that a punymcnt id kind 
was changed to a payment partly in kind add partly In 
money. And In the particular village of Parcl during the 
last lease the payment lo kind was wholly converted into 
a money payment^ In 1739 the farmers of the Farel 
village asked the assIstAnce of the Collector to recover 
their dues but it was refused on the ground that no 
obligation rested with ihe company or their cohector to 
exercise any coercive autboflty to recover what waK not 
the revenue that ihe farmers agreed to farm because it 
changed from commodity to cash* I he Collector at 
harvest time did assist in recovering toka in batty 
only- The farming system was eventtially abolished 
in Aprlh 1800, from which dale the kuobis p^iid their 
dues direct Into the Collector's ofHce* 

The effects of the farming system were far more 
disastrous to the Company than might at first he 
supposed, Jt appears that the Kunbis became more 
and more embarrassed, and begaa to assert that they 
had ohEairied a sort of permanent right to the soil and 
could dispose of their right of benefit to other men who 
converted the arable lands into private estates, enclosing 
them first with hedges, next with stone and chunam 
walls and then erected houses thereon, thus paving the 
way in course of lime for a declaration of ihctr rights as 
perpetual. The original proprietors of the (aodi w ^ the 
Company, were thus gradually being deprived of their 
property without even their consent bring asked or any 
equivalent being paid to them« The cuiiivators CDutd 
dispose of their grounds with a better tenure than the 
Governor In Council could grant. 

The stale of these [ands at this date with reference 
10 the fi.ihis of the CompanVi the position of the 
cultivator with regard to his tenancy and the mis- 

^ Prior ID the farmlDg syAlvin ii CUStoniAry wplh Gover^^ 
to miilie an ^bateniont of Toha or to rdieva ibe Kuobis by 
■4lvandng Joabi of baity^ 
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chlcvous tendency of the latter to assume the right 
of proprietorship and alienate the land under hts 
cuttivationp was fully dis:cussed by Smythf the 

Collector. *'The ab-^urdity/* he wrote, "of any tenant 
having the power to give a belter title than held by 
himseiris too apparent^ hut by the custom of Bombay 
no cultivator can esechangc with another Currumbee 
wiihout the Com pa fly's Collector's consent that the 
Register may be altered ; neither can he omit cyltivatmg 
what he has once received to cultivate wiihout being 
liable to be dispossessed and punished^ And by the 
same custom officers called Mat tarns arc appointed by 
the Collector to prevent ffnud, alienation or destruction 
to the Company's lands which it is their absolute duty to 
prevent ; and upon complaint the Collector has removed 
and punished the Corfumbeesp" Mr* Smyth suggested 
that the Company j^hotild resume the management ol the 
villages and keep them under their own control. 

To prove an actoftl case of aljcnation Mr. Smyth laid 
the following facts before Government : “ On Byculla 
plain Opposite Mr. Price's house stands a stone and 
chunam house, three sides enclosed with a solid wall which 
being for sale^ the purchaser ini^^sted on its being regis¬ 
tered according to custom in my office* Previous to 
which [ perused the deeds, which I found defective., by 
one Man char fJady, now alive, who was no more thnia 
ik cultivator, having obtained permission from the 
farmer to cultivate this wnisie spot and build a cud- 
gan or slight house ; that a Senoy, also living* wish¬ 
ing to buy this spot, ngrees with Manchar Dady who 
boldly executes a deed of sale lo the Senoy who builds 
the prei^ent house and wall and sells it Mr. Constable* 
actingJ believe^ for Mrs. Gribble. whose husband bought 
it, sold It lately to the late Portuguese Resident at Surat, 
who is the vendor to the Purvoe. who now wants first to 
register the deeds and have the title allered, which I 
could not do for fear my acts might give a sanction to 
what appcrired tuiproper, as the sale of the ground is per¬ 
petual which is contrary lo the express orders of the 
CompaDy and a tenure not granted by the Governor and 
CauDcil but on very special occasions- Next the origi- 
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na^ vendor bad no rigbl to alienate the Company's pro¬ 
perty for descents alluded lo by Mr, Constable to hts last 
opinion, I have my doubts, bein^f other than from Tather 
to son ivhicb 1 know bans a forcible entry but not a legal 
on^i But bow can any man daim a right to the Com¬ 
pany ground hy an Illegal sale ? or bow can he obtain 
a right by any Collector having charged ground rent for 
I be spot, as no acts of a steward can bar the Lord's 
right ? That if your Honourable Board think proper to 
confirm the perpetual grant of this ground, so dose to 
the Artillety plain^ and direct me to issue the grunt I beg 
to receive your direct ion s» or if you please only to grant 
a lease I beglo know for what term or In ivhat manner 
you may please to determine the mailer, as this one 
instance will guide all future ones in similar predica¬ 
ments." Government refused To comply with the 
application for registrytion but asked the Collector in 
their letter of gth September 17S9 to grant a lease for a 
term not exceeding 31 years on no account whatsover to 
be renewed without the sanction of Govern men Ik On 
the 28th September of the same year Mr* Smyth ad¬ 
dressed a further letter to Government suggesting the 
propriety of a Government Notification informing the 
farmers and Kunhl-^ of the exact position as regards 
thcEr tenancy and forbidding any unlawful sales 
withoLit license from the Governor in Council. In com¬ 
pliance with Mr. Smyth's jiuggestion Government on 
the toth October 1789 is^iued the following proclama¬ 
tion i—Whereas the ancient (and till lately usual} 
custom of this island in regard to farmers ol vihages luid 
Currumbeest of their being no other than stewards of the 
solK having been mo^t injuriously encroached on and in^ 
fringed, in so much that the interest of the Honourable 
Company have been most audaciously usurped and very 
nearly annihilated. To the end therefore to renew die 
rights of the Honourable Company from so unlawful a 
combiflation and preserve their property and their rights 
in futur'e the said President and Governor by and with 
consent of bis said Council hath thought proper and 
expedient to ordain, that as all farmers of their lauds arc 
only their stewardput into possession of certain por- 
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tiod^ of ground to improve for 0.11 sorts and manner of 
L-ulilvatjon, and not to erect buildings of any kind 
whatever or to make any new enclosures of what sort so¬ 
ever, That whoever shall presume to act contrary to 
the spirit and true intent of thi>i publication shall 
forfeit every such buildings, either of houscp shedp wall 
or whatever and if found making enclosures be fined at 
the discretion of the said President and Governor, to 
whom aU applications for buildings or euclosiires 
through the Collector for the time beings must in the 
very first instnnee he absolutely made had and obtained 
^nd from no other person whatever. And he further 
ordains that as the Currumbcfs of this island under the 
Company are but tenants at will they have only the right 
to the use and improvement cf such spots they ary 
permitted to cultivatep Instead of which alone they have 
presumed to dispose of many of these spots under deeds 
of sale thereby assuming a right only belonging to the 
HonoiirabJe Company, as Lord^i of the soil and cr^atingin 
course of time a better title than the Honourable the 
Court of Directors have invested their Governor in Coun- 
citp without their approbation bemg first had and obtained. 
To obviate which practices and In order to discover every 
!iUch alien atioD of the HonourabEe Company's property a 
retrospective examination and power to rescind such 
ualawful sales is given in authority to the Collector and 
uu absolute prohibition given to any future alieoationfi 
of the same kind or even of what Is termed the benefit 
Without previous permission being obtained of ihe said 
President and Govemori through the Collector who is to 
certify and record every such llcensep under pain of such 
fine or other punishment os the ^id Pres^ident And Gov¬ 
ernor or his successors may think proper to infiict j and 
any Maltara, sufiTerirtg such alienation without acquaint- 
ing the Collector as early as possible, shad be subject to 
dismission and what other puaishmenl he may be deemed 
deserving, '* 

The Notification of 17% had, it appearSf very Jlttle 
effect And the encroach men ti on the Gompony^B rights 
and priviFcges continued up to Che year 1^4 i lor on the 
9^ of March of that year the above no'tificAtion wa^ 
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republished and the Callector w»ii ordered to attend to 
the !4trtct eoforecment of aJI hs provl 5 iDn!^. 

After the abolition of the farming ^ystetii in liBoo the 
original System whereby ihe Kunbi^ paid their duc^ 
direct into the Collector's cilice^ was resorted to- Tht 
original system of paying in kind appears to have 
by this ^me relaxed and the Kunbis had the option 
of paying iheir toka either tn kind or in money, ihe 
conunutation being made every year aX the markec 
price determined by the Governor in Coundt'. The 
coS lection of the toka varied from Rs. per mMdti 
jitid upwards. Once In the year rSoj It rose to Rs. 45. 
It was not however deemed expedient to collect the 
whole of the toka in that year in consequence of an 
Lilmost total failure of rain, and on the recommendation 
of a committee appointed to report on Ihe stale of the 
crops an abatcfnent of half of the toka was suggested 
and sanctioned by Govcrniment. 

In the opinion of the Rent Committee of thi^sfi 

lands were subject lo as heavy a tax as they could afford 
to pay without driving them out of cultivation nod they 
constdered it needless to argue the question of a right to 
increase itp seeing how inexpedient if not impracticable 
would be its exercise^ From 1837-8, however^ the rate 
of commutation remained fixed at Rs. 20 a of batty 

without any reference to ihe market price. No sanction 
of Gavernment annually applied for as before* * though 
the authority^ if there was any* for such a departure Is 
not forthcoming ; bnt it seems probable that the opinion 
of the Rent Com mitt ee of 1837 who thought chat the 
loka lands were subject to as heavy a tax as they could 
aiFord to pay without dtiving them out of cultivaticn 
about this change. The option of the tenant to 
pay in kind was annulled and all payments since that 
year were invariably in money. 


^ Ttie retief ^O the K^inbls frci-iii this nsceSufe been i ntnie nSiC' 

riifly nbluned Abalernent in tak& which wa.i refused to ihera b^' 
the fermem and further the ad vans age of uureh^mng hfttEy fron ! 
the Company at tower raies than khcH« prevateul In themarkcl. t 

* One muda ts equal lo mnundi ef rice* J 
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In 1876, 44=., four years after the new Revenue iJurvey 
wa4< completed, (he Collector. Mr. Arbuthnoi, reviewed 
the state of these lands and revived the right of Govern¬ 
ment to an increase of assessment, “The produce ol 
these lands," he wrote, “ is various. On some of it rice 
only is grown, other parts of it give good garden land, 
some IS budt upon.- some is worked as stone quarries, 
from some of it earth is taken for reclamation purposes 
and some is kept waste for grass and grazing." Fur¬ 
ther “there have heen no previous surveys of loka and 
tora.s.toka lands, and as J find It impossible to make the 
old Collector's numbers tally with the new .survey numbers 
»n any way either as regards area or ownership, it i.-* 
better to re>as$e$s the whole on the basis of new survey 
numbcrii/' ^ 

The rfites of a^>ie.ssmefit he proposed ft} one pie 
per square yard on lands At Farelp Naii^ao and Bomnoltyp 
Haifa pie on lands at Malonga and Vadala, and onc- 
ihird on lands at Sion and Dharnvi. 

“ It is impossible," he added, ■■ in liombay to charge 
different rates for rice land, garden land, building land, 
grazing land, &c. The rice field of to-day U bulk on 
to-morrow and the most regular and equitable system 
appears^ to be to place one low uniform rate on all land 
as the Crown assessiticnt, guaranteeing that rate in per¬ 
petuity or for 50 years, as Government may decide. 
Tbeacheme proposed by me is simply to place one uni¬ 
form rate of assessment on all tofca land, leaving the 
owners to do what they Like with their land; build on it, 
grow rice or other produce on it, or turn it out info 
quarries or use it for grazing. Considering the po.iition 
of these lands, the population of the island of Bombay, 
the nearness to markets and the ready sale for every¬ 
thing that is brought there, I do not consider that the 
rates f have fixed arc high and J trust therefore that 
they will meet with the approval and sanction of Gov¬ 
ernment." 

Mr. Arbuthnot's rates were itpprovcd by Government 
in Augu.st (879> itnd were guaranteed for 50 years from 
that date. The enhancements of the toka rents took 
place in the same year. The guarantee will cstpire in 
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[939 whttt a ^onemL rcv^sioii of these tokn land^ wMl 
lake place. 

la ccnscqueace of Mr. Arholtioot^a revision Revenue 
SuiK Nos+ 1 of 1S81 nftd 1 to 15 of 1883 -A'ere filed bf 
the owners of the Ir^nds. Of these No. T of fSSi 
(Shapurji Jlwanji vs- The Collector of Boinbay) was 
taken as a lest suit and transfeiTod to the High Court. 
The case was decided by Mr. (afterwards Sir dahn} Scotty 
in favour of Governmentp the Court declaring that the 
Plaintiif had no right in Iifnltatign of the right of 
Govcfnincnt to assess his land. The right of Covera- 
ment to increase the asscssuficnt over these lands was 
thus clearly estabJi><.hcd. 

The question of the into res I of Govern men I to these 
laitds as against that of ihe toka lands has recently been 
one of considerable importance m view of the large 
acquisitions of loka lands by the Improvement Trust in 
the limihi of the islands After a good deal of discussion 
the Government claim has been settled on a basis of the 
capitalized value of the existing amount plus the value of 
the reversion in igzg^ In cakulating the value of the 
reversion in tgag the present situation of the land has 
been the chiet factor^ when the land is already built 
upon or is required for building the remaining mtei^st is 
calculated on the 4 c. table ; it being assumed tliat 
Government will insist on a ground rent at the rate of 
4 p+Ct on the value of the land at the next enhancement- 
tn case of the land^ that are not built upon the reverbioa 
i^ calculated on the 5, 6 or 7 p. c. table according to its 
position aed possibilitli:^ of development. 

This tenure appeal^ to have originated during the 
ndministration of the Portugueae government whichp with 
a view to encourage indu^iry and agriculturep allotted to 
the cultivators of the toka batty groundSp certain pieces 
of land of nn inferior quality .subject to the payment of 
a very Nmnl] rent denominated ForasJ’ This s|Kcies 
of land 'vas therefore usually styled by the natives 

Ta^iMcAr F&r 4 is '* that is Foras grounds attached to toka 
batty gTounds, The dfstribuilon of these spots wasusual* 
ly left to the Vereadores and Mhataras than whom no 
«et of men were more easily prevailed upon to connive at 


LAHti At>%iiNtSTRATiOS. 


3S7 


the malpractice.^ of the Currtimbces* who fay that mcan^ 
were enabled to appropriate to iheinselves other and 
more valuable ground in lieu of that set apart a.^ an- 
productive and lei out to the public eitclusivefy for the 
grazir^ of ihe caUlCi and as land in general became 
ameliorated^ the Fonis-toka lands came to be alienated 
from the toka by the tenanU disposing of them to others 
at higher rales of renl^ and to such un extent that after 
a time the relation between the tw^o tenures became 
hardly perceptible 

On this class of land Captain Dickiuson makes the 
following observation : Admitting among other causes 
that this circumstance has it^ origin in an increased 
spirit of industry on the part qf the Currumbees, and the 
progressive melioration of the waste groundr it surely 
fiever could have been the intention of Government to 
renounce all benefit in the fuiurc improvements of their 
land-s let out almost gratis to the public. Till the late 
survey, it is to be observed, no measures had ever been 
taken with a view of asceriaming whether ;iay and what 
portion of the island paying Forsis was appropriated to 
n purpose^ so widely different fmm that for which it was 
OriginnlJy granted j hence ihut very^ imperfect relationp 
which the existing dociimenls in the Collector's office 
faearp as well in respect to the actual quantity as to the 
dcscnpiion of the land to which the jtssessment under 
the denominntion stfU Appears. It rnay be expected of 
me to show what would be an equitable rent for such 
portion of the ground in question as is appropriated to 
the cult ivai ion of sweet fasiity, and f beg leave to re- 
commend for the future toka the present valuation of ^ on 
the received average of the medium gross produce of a 
bigha of white baity cultivation.^' 

These Suggcstious were never carried into practical 
efTccc. There was no proper detailed survey of these 
lands, neither was therj any measurement of them, fi 
IS suspected that a large quantity of this land has been 
mcluded in the Fora^ lands referred to in subsec^uent 
pages and has thus been enfranchised as freehold under 
the Foras Act- The remnining Foros^Tolfa lands were, 
after Colonel Laughton^s Survey of 1^73^ amalgamated 
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b> Arhuthnol in JS7& with the tokn lands and have 
since then shared their fate. 

There was in some parts of Ihc Mahim district another 
description of grround. called ■“ Kurleet," which paid a 
*• petty tribute '* to Goirernment, It consisted chiefly of 
high and rocky ground, such as could not be cultivated 
with batty. One-<third generally' of the produce of this 
ground was the lax levied upon it. The cultivators of 
this kind oi land were always in the habit of changing 
their plots, creating thereby a corresponding fluctuation 
in the branch of the revenue under this bead. These 
lands were also in course of time merged in Toka lands. 

The lands designated '^t’oras” play a very imporiani 
part ui the history of land tenures in Hombay. They are 
also known as “Salt Hatty'' grounds, u term expressive 
of their origin as having been reclaimed from the sea 
which traversed the island in digerent directions, finding 
outlets for itself at Back Bay, Mazagon and other parts, 
and dividing Bombay into a cluster of islands, Mr. 
Thriepland in iSoj defined ' Foras * lo be “ the rent 
having a peculiar denomination which from the earliest 
liniiCs had never been altered and which conveyed to 
every native a fixed and determinate idea of the nwiure of 
the terms by which the lands were held." It was called 
*■ Koras " from the Poriugoe-ie word /on, the meaning 
of which Is “ rent", but In this island it appears to 
have denoted the particular rent which was paid by a 
cultivator or person permitted to occupy ground for the 
purpose of improving it, but without any lease or grant 
by which be could maintain possesition during the con* 
ti nuance ofhii term. 

The old salt batty grounds were recovered from the 
sea by means of the Vellard between Sion and Mahim, 
while the new salt batty grounds were recovered by 
means of the Hornby Vellard. The recovery of these 
land* from the sea took place in the early part of the iSth 
century and the Governor In Couneit induced many 
“ Cumutibces to embank and enclose spots and make 
them fit to cultivate grain on." The following extract 
from a letter of this Government to the Court of Direc¬ 
tors thus alludes to It {_*• Jn order to encourage Indlvi- 
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duals to drain Lhc plain from wbicli tht sail bijllyi^rciinds 
have been recovered, the Hon.Court, in iheir letter of the 
4ihjujie i70jfc aiUhorked h to be leased to mdivlduals 
Tree of rent fora number of j^ears, after which a small 
i^uit r^ot ift'au to be Hsced^ Itad the ground been drained 
by the tahoiirs and at the expense of individuals+ thv 
establishment of tbe quit rent would probably have con¬ 
firmed a claim to the property in perpetuity ; but as 
individuals could not or would not undertake thy stop- 
piukf of tbe breaches* ihe Government constructed the 
Vellard at an expense of upwards of a lakh of rupees-'" 
fn I7j8p on the espitation of the leaseit under which 
the lands were held free of rentt a resolution to re-fet the 
properties was adopted. Jn Aug^usl 1740, n publication 
was ls.sucd| giving notice that the Company were willing 
to receive proposals for farming the same in parcels or in 
whole and offering ground for cultivation at the low rate 
of 4 reas per Attr^er ,60 square yardsji^ In 1741 the 
consultatlous of the Governor in Council show a minute 
on a letter from Mr^ ^tarsh, the then Chief of Malittn, 
which points out that the lands were the Company's* 
:ind that they were let as well as other lands to the 
Kunhis who never were knowm to detive any other 
than an allowed interest during plea^rc^ In 1744 
I he rent was Increased from 4 to 6 reas per ^ and 

in 1748 a new measurement having taken place* the 
foras rent raised to reas per from which 

time all except those in the district of iPharavi have re¬ 
mained unaltered^ The Dhamvi lauds which were also 
recovered from the encroachment of the sea bore 10 and 
1$ reas per but in 1748 were ruade to pay a uni- 

form rate of reas a durga* 

Some time la the year following (Jjgoh Mr- Smyth- 
the Collcctorp laid before Government a report on the 
subject of these lands, their origin and tenurasi and the 
encroachments. “The leasing out these lands/* obser-^ 
ves Mr. Smyih» *Mhe recovery^ from ivastc to cultivation, 
the sovereign act of rafsing the rent at different periods 
prove the Company's royal rights aad the very title of 
the rent itsetf which U called foras is denominated li 
royal refiu But though few dispute the Sand to be of 
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right I he Company's I it is assorted what tEAtally would 
destroy the operation of such a roya! right and would 
destroy the teaure of ali Cumimbees by makingf them 
indepctiderit laDdbolders while they p&td their rent and 
Consequently would deprive the Company of their right 
of dispossession. For it is not only asserted but actually 
put Into estecution that they may and can sell the salt 
batty ground they stand on the Company's record a> 
only the cultivators of* Whereas the origin of any 
pKJssibte alienation or altera lion of title^ \ conclude to 
have been that some Curnimbees dying, running Hway, 
or becoming unable to cultivate or not wishing to 
continue the Currumbee of the spots they had farmed 
as batty groundSi it became necessary to allow 
them or their heir^ to dispose of the value of the Im- 
provemeais from waste to cultivated ground on appli¬ 
cation to the Governor or the Collectorp that the next 
yearns rent might be duly recovered from the new Cur- 
rumbecs^ But in tlrat process of time instead of the 
application specifying the value of the improvements^ h 
appears to have been for leave to dispose of this salt 
batty ground, thov^h It certainly could only mean and be 
intended for leave to he given to dispose of the same 
interest he had purchased» and that every application for 
this purpose was necessary, that the rcceivera of this 
rent in the dilfereat districts might know who was the 
actual Currumbee to answer for the rent; for it cannot be 
conceived any Collector would or could allow total all edi¬ 
tion of ihe Company's property without reasonable price ; 
that after the Collector's seeing this permission on tfieir 
records, might have rested satisfied without further 
inquiry of its propriety and so having continued to admit 
themp on ihe general expression of leave to sell their salt 
baity grounds and this may have caused many to enter¬ 
tain the idea that they had actually purchased a perma-^ 
nent and irrevocable ini erest in the soil or why should 
they attempt to build houses and walls and dispose there¬ 
of without asking leave and dispute with me the Com¬ 
pany's light as some have done* 

•^Whelher the native considers the Company as the 
true lords and owner of the land aqd his Interest to he 
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permimenl, ot whether he ceitsiders ht^ interest |>erini;3- 
nent and irrevocable by me^nis of his purchase^ the 
matter ia ej(actly equal when wc see sak made of these 
lands without the Company, or their Collector, having 
any intimntion thereof. And that this is the case I have 
two instances to lay before your Honourable Board, one 
being a ^le made of salt batty ground under the title 
of the late Govind MatrOp situated in the Mahim 
District, under a precept of attachment and sirilc directed 
to the Sh^^rifT by the Mayor and not by the Court for 
debts of the hej|- of said Govind Matra who bad other 
property actually his own ; which sale 1 came to the 
knowledj^e of Hy the Mayor sending bis receipt book for 
me to sign olfieially fur arrcfirs of reat due fay the said 
debtor, not only for this salt batty ground but 6 or 7 others 
and tax on his own reat estate which I refund, .seeing it 
was for S5ile made of property actually belonging to the 
Company though m ihe receipt termed the property of a 
Currumbee ; and inliitiHied to the Mayor, the same which 
I should report to your Honourable Bo»rd as was my 
absolute duty desiring him to retaiit the amount of sale. 

* • This sale by order of a magistrate coming thus 
publicI3’ to my knowledge, obl^es me to report it with 
the preceding observations as, if mere iuterc-Ht at will is 
only the Currumbee's righi. the Company's rights are 
invaded, it being impossible for any sale to be made oi 
that intere^i w ithout the consent and pariicipation of the 
Company ns Lords; who as sovereign also, while these 
grounds are not required for any pariicular use* act J4s 
fathers to their subjects and would not refuse them dis- 
posing of their little intc^e^t in the ground they have im- 
proved ; hut I do not conceive it can he insisted o-n or 
ordered by a Court oil Justice. But in this sale it appears 
a permanent interest is |;^iveEi, or why such a price of 
457 for no more than what pays Rs. to the 

l^ds, for it is in vain to argue such a price would be 
given for an mucertain tenure j but the next instance will 
prove a permanent, if not irrevocable, right is sold and 
given I as wllj be more particularly seen by the accom¬ 
panying deed of the sale and translate which actually 
confers the rights of a frec^holder, while he pays the 
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fords rent to the Company. And the high price q\ 
^s. 550 is a certain proof thol more than dl temporary 
interest is soldi thoiig^h the deed does say the purchaser 
is to hold in the SAme manner as the vendor^ tt is 
hence I argue the danger of any sale made in this manner 
and infer the necessity of your giving immediate direc¬ 
tion's to hie the usual process against both these sales 
which will serve to demand restitiilion of all preceding 
ones or i am apprehensive the Companyrights will be 
totally annihilated/^ 

To ascerlain and protect ihe Company's rights hir. 
^mylh recoinmonded an immediate survey of all the 
Litidn^ He further promised to lay before Government 
aui address relative to the propriety of raising iiftcr forty- 
two years the rents of these salt batty-grounds^ which 
had become in many places equal to the best be.tty 
ground in Bombay. It is not clear whether this address 
Sent or not, nor whctheritny measures were adopted 
in pursuance of Gavcrnmcnt Notification of 17S9 or 
Mr^ Smyth^s last mentioned report of 1790. But it is 
certain that up to the year 1S04 the encroachments con- 
linued ; for on the yth of March of that year the Govern¬ 
ment NotlBcatlon of 17S9, forbidding the sale of the 
Company’s lands by t^e cultivators^ was republished^ 
and the Collector was ordered to attend to the strict 
enforcement of all its provisions. 

In 1805 the question of the respective right of 
rhe Government and the holders of these lands was 
for the first time put to a legal test^ [t came before 
the Recorder's Court In an actinn brought by one 
Shaikh Abdool Amliiy Na^arwanji Cowasji, but the 
Company were the real defendents^ the nominal defcndenl 
being one of those to whore ;h Ui consequence of the ex¬ 
tension of the Esplanadep an allotment of ground w*as 
made by the Collector, on the supposttion that the space 
assigned belonged ol right to the Company though in the 
ocettpation of ihe plaintiff The latter anxious to retain 
the possession which he and his predece^^sors had heldun- 
intermptedly for over ;joyearSt brought an action for Ires* 
pass against the person so acCDminodated. The strength 
of the plain tiffs ca^ consisted in the undoubted fact of un 


LAND UMIKI^TRATION. 


tatcrjriipti^d Tor upwards of yeiirs joined lo 

a deed by which it ctcarty appeared that the properly had 
Ekcii sold for a considerable ccnsideralioo to the person 
from whom the plaintifT derived his title so far back as 
the year 1775, and that Deed was duly reg:istered in the 
books of the Mayor's Court in 1775. The result of the 
Cfial was in favour of the Company, the delendent obtain¬ 
ing a verdict; buL in deliverin#; the verdict, the Re- 
cOrdeTr Sir Jatties Mackintosht expressed the opinion that 
the occupant had a presumptive rig^ht Co lenient treat- 
meat. The question of raising the rent on the salt batty 
gronnds WAS taken up in 1812 when Mr. Miinroe sub¬ 
mitted a report explaining that Gavernmenl should reap 
some fiiither beneBt Irom them on account of the great 
expense The Company had incurred In building the vel- 
lard, and proposed a scale of increase. '“The grcalesl 
part of this ground/’ he says, “has now at tamed as high 
a state of cultivation as I believe it ii capable of or equal 
LO batty ground in general iliroughout rhe island." A> 
for the new Acaic be proposed ib.it tbe cultivators ol the 
New Salt Batty Ground should pay as rent onc-lhinl ol 
the produce^ instead of what ivas then paid ivhicli did 
not earn amount to a Bftctncb of ivhat it produced. 
.Mr. Munroe suggested that before the crop for the next 
year was removed the prodiicc should be ascertained and 
that the Currumbees should be irtfonncd that the new 
rates of rent would commence on the crop of 1813-14, thus 
giving the cultivators a full ta tnonths^ notice. 

In a further comniunicalion of the 4th November cWt&p 
Mr* Munroe remarked “ Jf I may be allowed to offer an 
opinion for what has been stated in regard to an equit¬ 
able Assessment on the new and old salt batty ground* 1 
w^ould respectfully recommend that it be assessed at the 
rain of 5^ AM^iis per one-third ol which will give 

7 Shers one Ttpret and Ortc-third of a 7 tpiv^j which will 
yield a revenue to Gov^ernmcni in fa‘»^ourablc seasons 
(supposing the salt batty toka to be annually fixed at the 
moderate rale of Rs. 21 per and the number ol 

to amount to 1 7Si43S4) of BLs. being 

^3»73S"^*7 more than the Company's present annual 
revenue from these grounds which amounts to 
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Rs. 3,9 i^-i-d 6 Furthflfp ** to preclude all possibility 
of ignorance on the part of the cultivators of the g^rounds 
to be assessed in regard to the rise of rent to take pface 
next season I beg earnestly to recommend that a 
Government not iii cat ion to the above effect may be 
issued as early as the Right Honourable the Governor in 
Council may deem cxpedient J^ 

Government acknowledged Mn Munroe'^s propositions 
and on the tst November published the following 
notlBcation! “The Right Honourable the Goveroor m 
Council adverting to the vei^f iow renl.^ which have 
hitherto been paid to the Honournbfe Company by their 
tenants-at-will of the new nmJ old salt batty grounds^ 
the last nuirmentalion having been from 6 to reas the 
square burga only, has resolved to mcrense the same in 
a nearer proportion to the Value of the grounds. It is 
hereby therefore notified that one-third of the produce 
of the above lands will henceforth be Hnnually ci Recced 
by Government, commencing with the crop of iSi^i and 
such tenants as reruse to comply with the above resolu¬ 
tion of Government w’ill be turned out of possession^*' 
But the holders of these grounds stronj*ly resisted^ and 
in a memorial not only stated their objections at length, 
hut denied the right of Government to make the increase, 
and revived the old question of the Company^fs right 
to anything more than the then existing renu 
The citse wah submitted (or Mr. Advocate-General 
Mocklin's opinion, and specifically on these points :— 

1st—Whether the Government possessed the right of 
increasing the rent of the salt batty ground^ etc."" 

** and—Whether^ In the event of the proprietors 
refuslrtg to pay the increased rent the Government could 
resume possession of this description of propenyJ* 

rhe answer of Mr- Mocklin to both these questions 
was in the negative. He stated that from an examination 
of the evidence pn both sldcsp it appeared to him perfectly 
clear that native hnd-hoPdors of Bombay of everj: 
denomination were originally invited tp settle in the 
island under the idea that the land alio tied to them was 
given in perpetuity. That this was at least an implicit 
if ot an eKpress contract appeared to him equally clear 
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from various transfers of pToperty that have since 
taken place with the kfion'IeJgfe of Goverameni^ amongst 
which were to ho found many purchases by Government 
itself, from the vciy .sainc tenants who were denomi^ 
nated tenants-at-wlll. Mt* Mocklin w^as clearjj of 
opinion that Government had not the right either to 
increase the rent or to resumo the lands at Their pleasure. 
In consequence of this opinion^ the measure for mcreas- 
ing the rents was suspended, and the matter rererred to 
the Honourable Court of Directors m tai5 ; and in doing 
sOp the Government in their letter adverted to the 
conflicting opinions given by the two Advccatc^enenils 
(Thricpiand and Moekim}, and observed that though the 
judgment of the Court of the Recorder was in consonance 
with the sentiments of Mr. Thrleplandp siUI Sir James 
Maklnlcsh had qualified hl^ decision hy observations 
tending to support the view of the subject t^ken by Mr. 
MockLin^ and concluded their letter in the following 
manner :—** The Honoorahle Court will appear to have 
contemplated the object of increasing the rents on these 
lands at a convenient season from the earliest period^ 
and wc have only to regret that the former Governments 
of this Presidency should have allowed mdivldualb to 
occupy grounds in the loose way they have dottCp and 
thus precluded any subsequent Government from carry 
ing these inleniions into effect; at the Jtame time that we 
are far from arraigning the policy which dicialed that 
forbearance^ the intention of which would seem by 
Mr. Warden's report to have had in view the increase of 
populatmn of the islandp which probably could not have 
been effected had the lands been leased on less favourable 
terniB^"" 

The Honourable Court replied as follows to the above 
despatch i—** We have not thought it necessary to 
determine how far we can coincide with the opinion 
eapres^ed by Mr* Mock I in ^ aSp whatever may be the right 
of the Company to resume From the preseut possessors 

'‘From lliij It would appewr thaE the meMure one ef fwJrey! 
H-Od on reference lo Mr- WardenV report inVilAiiocu apprar lO 
lUiVo been held oel in former dapi la peraOni lo ± oot* and settle 
m BooibHy Cfi ibeao wasle and anculiivfcted tmndi with a ntm to 
aji increase of the popolaEion af the inland* 
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ih^ bally grounds, think ihut, under all the 

drcumstances attending the tenure of them, the po?^5essors 
hnve a Jair pretention to consider them$eive$ as owners 
of the inheritance^ subject to the rents they now pay, and 
also subject in ihe burthen of keeping vell^rds erected for 
tlick diisfencc against the sea in thorough repairs. We 
L-annot hut presume that the present possessors will 
gladly accept a recognition of their titles upon this 
eonditlniv and we authorise you to set their minds at 
rest by making grants accordingly in perpetuity* In 
doing this you will be careful lo receive the present 
rents, and annex a condition for the grantees" assuming 
the repairs of the veliards, and we direct you explicitly to 
guard against the possibility of their mii^-concepllon thm 
their lands are to be eKempted from any taxes or assess- 
mt^Rtsno'LV payable for public purposes■ general or local, 
or which it may be deemed proper hereafter to impose 
upon landed properly or occupiilion. We mean to re~ 
cogni:(e retrospectively a title in perpetuity in the persons 
who were in possession In the year *744. Any question 
of derivative title under them must be left to the decision 
of the proper legal tribunals. We must note here thas 
oar attention has been confined exclusively to the batty 
ground referred to in the 71^1 para, of your letter," 
DifBcultIc.s appear to have occurred in carrying into 
effect thetie directions of the Court, the nature of 
which may be gathered from the following letter of 
Government of the 19th April iSkj to the Court We 
have the honcrur to report the impracticability of 
giving effect to your Honourable Court's cp-mmandx in 
regard to the grant in perpetuity directed to he made 
to- the several holders of salt batty ground until a 
Survey of the whole of that description of proper^ shall 
have been completed^ In the meantime we beg to call 
your Honourable Court's attention to the observation!^ 
of the Collector on that part of your orders, which more 
immediately relate to the Breach Candy Vellard. The 
work m question was built not exclusively for the 
security of the sail batty grounds though that descfip^ 
tion of land arose out of its const ruction, but for the 
general improve me at of the island. The whole revenue 
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troni ttic new .mU old batty j-rouuds 2imciunt<; u> 
about Rsp 4000 bting at diFcrent rales, from 

6. 7 and g to 14 rcas per Aut^a of 64 square yards. The 
expense of keeping the Vellard in repair may be taken at 
about Rs. i^cso per annum, anti rf that expense 
thrown upon the proprietors it will lead to an advnncL^ 
annually of 5 per cent, upon the present rent which we do 
not imagine that your Honourable Court Intended lo 
impose on this particular description of properly for the 
preservation of the work equally beneficial to the other 
inhabitants of the Island, and partlctilarly to the Fazin- 
ilars and proprietors of ground situated on the low par? 
of the island. The liberal intention of your Honourable 
Courl of issuing grants In perpetuity in favour of thes^ 
lands might be less exceptionally carried into effect bv 
fixing the rents for the future M the highest of the existing 
rates, namely. 14 teas ihe and by Inserting a 

change stipulating that in the event of nny portion being 
hereafter required cither for Military cantonments or anj 
other public purposcn compensation shall be made to thV 
owners for the value of the improvement In building, 
trees, wells, and tanks» to be ascertained by a jury and 
not of the soil itself. We wmuld however prefer that 
this arrangement should be postponed until the sun^ev 
of the island shall have been completed 

A survey was made of thU desenption of property b\ 
Mr* Tate in 1837, l^ul it was a general one onlyp and was 
not eFectunI for the purpose mentioned in the Court's 
letter; and from that date up to the year rSjfi no 
measures were adopted towards establishing the posses¬ 
sion of these estates on the footing of the Courtis sugges¬ 
tion of making grants in perpetuity or of the modlficatioh 
of that suggested by the Government of Bombay^ But 
In 1836 when Grant Ro^d was projected, the lands on 
which it was constructed being '"‘Foras^', the ques¬ 
tion of the Government’s right of resuming them 
was revived, and the Rent Committee"’ was asked to 
report ** Whether the Curium bees or cultivators of 
what was called sail batty ground which skirts thf 
whole of the |pw level known by the name of the 
" Flata”, really possessed the right which they appeared 
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to hnve so freqiientJy cKRrcIsed of late, of dlsp^osing 
of it as building ground wifhout the aanction of the 
Government/' On this question the Committee in them 
report of the zoth April 1837 expressed their opinion as 
follows:—■** That such a right as also the right of owner¬ 
ship still appertains to the Honourable Company widi 
respect to all the Foras Grounds in the Esland of Bombay 
rests on still Stronger evidence nor do we entertain any 
doubt as to the expediency of exercising it. It is not we 
think to be supposed that in imposing such a low rate 
as g reas the square on this ground as compared 

Mrith other which had beea adverted to on account ofiLs 
inferiority at the time, the Company could have intended 
for ever to divest itself of the power of raising it at some 
future period or when by the mere operation of time 
without any extraordinary expenditure on the part of 
cultivators^ it became of equal value or was employed 
for other than the purposes for which it was originally 
granted. As the claims that were put lorw'ard in those 
days (tSo5-o^J would appear to have been disallowed 
both by the Governor and the Recorder's Court, nfter 
a great deal of inquiry and discussion, under the^e 
circumstances and with reference to the facts we have 
adduced as so peculiarly distinguishing this f^om all 
Company's groundi Guvernment seem to us to 
an undoubted and indefeasible right to dispose of the 
whole of it* as to them seems best/^ 

The Committee proposed that the whole of the Foras 
ground under cultivation to the south of the Bellasis 
road should be resumed, but not without compensation, 
which was to be at the rate of 5 years* Foras [ and that 
the holders foe further oHered gratis fouilding sites* 
the frontage and square contents of which should bear 
some proportion (say t/aoth) to the quantities of such 
ground which they then enjoyed+ With respect to the 
occupants of ground to the north and east of Bellasis 
roadp the Committee submitted that they should for 
the future be debarred froin using or disposing of any 

part thereof for building ground without the sanction of 
Government * any violalioii of this rule to subject the 
offending party to the forfeiture of hJs property. The 
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Commiitcc further !;ubmltted ihnt the rute (hen 

fln vtbflt was still ll^c£^ for cultlv^ilon ifhourd be raised 

so as bcjr a doscr approximul^on lo the lolta 

Iff repljr to the report of ihe Commhtee re^rd' 
in^ the fom^i Government^ while concurring with the 
Committee ns to the rij'lil of Goi'ernmeat to rvsumc it 
and to increase the rent on expressed ihe Jowlng^ 
Eeatiments In coii!>ideratloi}p howeVtTi of the ^rcRt 
leikg'th of lime (or which thr occupnnt-S of ihis Fokas 
grouocf have been alloived to retain tindl^nurtK-d possi's^ 
^ion^ \hc Gover mr in Councif feds that It would not l»e 

consiNlent withthc prh.cipresof a miy Govemm at to 

rcsujiit.*^ these liin Js without si>ch a vafue for the pfopeity 
ns with bulldh dies g^mtia in olfier pans of the 
islnnd nonid be considi-red a just cc|invsileiit ” ; and in 
another place they nh.-^erve thsil ** the resumption of it 
would be very unpopnlarp and that the permissiLm lo 
build should expressly ^e^e^ve the right of Gcvernmei^t 
io resume 1 be ground for roads, sireets, or Govemm ot 
haildIngSp or other public piirpuses, paySntr only i!.e 
value td' any buildings iherconJ^ Thi^ reply is dated 
December 1837; snd shortly uflcrwards, in ibjBp Cirant 
ro id WHS commenced* and the grcumd on which it b 
cotiiiLructed tiken without coinpensali n from ihe 
occupaiii's thereof, and without n murmur nn iheir pait, 
■Or ai^y d mand by them for compensation \ tht purpo.«?e 
for which the grouikd taken, for n puhlL road 
being of such an adn.kled pubik bene jit lhal the 
i^urrender ofit for sucli puipk^j^cwas rcadih HCi|uicsced in« 
Mai era; remain d thus till the year 1S41 when the 
llimioii WHS sgiiin revived in consequence t f Govern* 
mciH having resumed; some 3 Ion 01 ground near the 
Race-Course for ihc purpose of stacking hay, u tihout 
paying a. y coinpL-nsiulon to the occupants thereof, 
Cover-mciu conedvi g the ground lo be ihe property of 
tbe Conipany and the occupants to have keen merely 
their lenaiils-aNw'lll* liable to t c turned out at any 
momcni- These plots were speci lly sehetrd on uccount 
t)! liieir distance hem the Native joun 10 s laard agains^t 
the dangers of Ere lo which all ihe Native Town was 
Exposed, the buy tilacks on the old sties (where the Sir 
»«4 
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J. J* liTid tlic Grant Medical College aro fioiip 

built} cuiii;ht Ora tlir^e years Iei successioiik 

A memorial by over 700 persons sent ilo 

Gove rr men l, in wh'^cll the ntcmoriatJsta profe^-ed tosKow 
Ihcir litte to Uu; binds at great Lfogtli iinJ concluded ivit* 
the following pfai cr ^ 

Thai no IriEid, occupied ivliether direclTy or 
denvativriy nirouxib a sucees-siun of gCEioralioaSi be 
resumed at the pleasure of t^overnmeiU ; * ' 

Thai Ehc lands ^Irendy resuincd or under process 
of resumpllun be reslored * 

tj) Tliiil no Foraw lands or Ault batty lands under 
foras tenure, be ever sut'ject to any other than the 
ancient rale of inKatton/* 

The inemoriali^Es contended and cLi'med the ground as 
their own fee-hi nple inheritance,^ siibjeci only to ihe 
payment of the small niuninat quit-rent chnrgcd upon iti 
and they appeEi'ed particularly to cornphiln of having been 
DU'.t d« not for any public bv-iiefit or purpose^ to u hkh 
the gfoiind was to be converted such as a pnhlie r^Mtl or 
other work, but to make room merely for privule 
[udlviduals (the ounera of hay), who were allowed to 
s-tack their hay 00 ihi?* land rti't free. 

The mcitii'rial wns sent to the Advocate-General 
JVfr. LeMes>wier for Ills opinion and reports and he 
eapreased I he following view The paymeot of rent in 
ordinary cases is the best and rmysl couelusive pr%'of of 
title bet.veen landlord mid lenafiL but in h eas circrni^ 
stauced like llip present and slandirig by itself^ It nfTords 
no more than proof vt title to the rent and not to the I ^ni 
itself On behalf of the tcuanU!i| the claims they have to 
urge in support of iheir rigbis are undislurbcd ndverso 
possession for 20 ye^if'. 40 . ears, 6 q years and inE fe, by 
themselves or their mtcesiors. or Ihoss- through whom ihey 
claim not merely posKesi%i,m, but mi adverse posscssroni 
in opposition to sind in dehnnev of the Company nght's- 
The regisrry of their dccd-i and liiKtrumvnts of transfi-r In 
the Collecttw'z^ oflice prove, too, not only their opposElh>n 
but knowledge by the Compinny or titeir agents of such 
oppo-sliioji and usurpailon of their right^i and ihe 
acquiesecnce of the Company—long aiid unresisted acqui*’^ 
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«^ccncc (at ksisr not reslsiea with cfTeci) In usu^pa* 
tton, aiiu iliuji by albwinj: the rccufaais to deflj uiih the 
lands as their owti^iD sch and J »po e of llieni «s ibcir 
own property, and purchiisersi wnder this tielief buying 
them for value, and en/oying them us their piirchjt!>cd 
Tree-holds, the Company by such conduct arc now, bv the 
-common principles of equity, conch.deU and Mopped 
airdnu ihvm from a'-serilug their own rij^his. [iler-e- 
fore thitik, Ibnl, ii litigi,ied, the niemort),lists, vrnuld he 
ahJe sureessfulfy to eainbllsh ihcir title (o these Innds, 

: subject only lo the rent p^iwthle in respevt of ilieat and 
; which Govcrnmci>t In my opinion Iiaie not now at the 
present di<y the power to increase as original landlords 
of the soil. Any ijicrcase, if ncccs-sHry or expedient, must 
be hy way of a lax which can Only he done liy a law for 
the purpose." 

On this report Government on the-|lh of April 1S44 
passed the following oider:—'*This rtpoft iihich gites 
B clear history of the origin of ihe Krrns tenu r-c 
krj;Uihli^lir>' l^i-yond the p^oprieroiy nghi orGcvcm- 

mcEU to all hmds of thjyi description, hut cnnsldtnng' 
the cifcsimsi nntc-i which siro noticed Ky the Aikociite- 
Ccneriil of ihe c^ccupiint^ hp.-iirj; hfCii Zed Id rook ufwti 
ihesif liinds iht'ir mhcril-'mce, iLc Gi'VLtnDr iji CoLinr]! 
is yn^iifliogp (o noihorize Jinv nMnsure of 

resititipiioi-k, smd Is lhere^br« Inclined tu ihe cpimfMi that 
ol'ti.^r rcservfi-^ kucIi S}*ois am likely Id be mqtiircd for 
of public utility cither iinmedhi dy or ftl nny 
/uMre perio so tH;it GoverDmcnl; infty he i^ecuied 
Ji^^^iiirtsi the rljik of liHvip^i^ to pjiy for ihem* the propric* 
lury u'hich the present occnpuni?! contend tniiy 

W Cun ceded tn ne^ipeet id llic rest of ih^ lMrid>i on sitno 
tenure recoiniset! by luij^llsh Lfiw und not Uuble ht reuficr 
to he diKtiirhcd: the present litte of assessment Kung 
eilher redeemed or left on the bud wilh an.rS'Lnflricc from 
G.'vernniciu ihfii ii never ht: rinsed. Tn inakiitg.wrh 
itrnmgerneoLins ore here coiOcjtiplated it will be reces-ary 
io be very cnrei^nl! to ^mard nt;nii:ist l^iviisg them ihe 
chnnietef of u cDoiproEtii-ei ifince such :i cDur>c muy pro* 
fcably "ts coosErued id impH a doubt lo tLc vuHdity 
of the ritfltts asiserted by Govcrnnicjii-” 




BO&TBAV illTY Grt^rrXlKR. 


For ihc purpojce ot out l his f Jan It w.xa pro¬ 

posed—(i) Thnt n cnrfhil jvurvey slirtild he macV pI ihe 
acin:il ismle of iiU ihc liimis an qUrjtiJon ; 
pmspeclive phm of rosids, a[rcet.H^ ^md filter 

public woika suited lo itii- iVHPts of ihc p(^puliiiiin Vi.hhh 
cnii^ln ollnnately be (ocsifed on ibcs^:^ laiTidi^ frhpidd iKell 
be Inlii do^vu ; and (j?) *fhni 3 i Codi’ of sh* ntd he 

drjiwit up for rey:nt^lln|^ ilie ereciion of huilUinps in 
ihc district in qni-stion tilth a view ici Insure iinl ormfiy 
of oanstriietToil niid lo provide for all pcnnls Bfredii’U 
the public healihp cniiveiuence and aaf ti\ Thi^ pbn 
vus MiMniilced to the Court of Direclors^ who in 
their despatch No* aS of loth November tf^44 Maicd 
thut llicy approved ^jencra ly of ihe plan sub mil ted hut 
deKir-t-d that in j^ivini^ »he iissurjiirce thnt ihc oMisting^ 
mie of assessment lihoulil ntwr be raised,, it inF|;hl I e 
clearly und^'rslood tiiHpph lo ibe asstv^‘’mtnt jpenally 
leuiiiile on hinds payiiifp I'oras and i!Ot he ron^'tmed 
to exempt them fro n any lax or nssissmenl then cf 
thereafter leviable On landed properly or occnpatioii 
generally* A plan of tins de^rriplion ?hoivnij; ihc 
proposed roads* OiCip was prepared hy ihe t hief 
bngiiieer in consu tatloii W'iib ihe Colleclor tad the 
Municipal uulborltlvs. The scheme as approved by 
the Court was conirnunicidcd to the landh^-tders* who 
were unable nmonj^ tliem^cives U make the rL-qiiisite 
arr^in^enienls for cariyi g il out* After holding a few 
meet lags the iiutjorky of them agreed to the loHowing 
arraiigeaienis: — iij 'I'liat tEie griHiniJ required lor lO ds. 
ele., should be ileliveiea up to ifOVL-nnucut^p the hohers 
thereiil bk^iiig compen^^ated at the mtes del rmine-l by s. 
cpnimiitee of the prin ipaMaiidholders, [u] 1 hat a furd 
should be raised by men ns of u voiUribniioii Irom aU 
Koras laniiiiiolders» pro|H^rtioiied m ihu quanliiy of ihc 
JniiJ* I liese pr*<ph0.ds were strenuously oj^posed by ^ 
•jniall minority onJ it was iher upon ihokighi expedii^nti 
uL the suggc-Niion of a few principal l-^orasdars or 
liindliolJers^ to apply lo the Oovermnent ol India to 
pass an Act tmpow^erui^ iiovcnmieut to lake possesduo 
of the ground required ^or the coute^i plated loads^ 

(the leinaiudjr of the Korits hind being cooveXicd into 
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freehold)^ and to appoint ii coiiimUBton to raise a funi! 
■b^ rateable coo nbutioas and to determine the amoutit 
C5f rompeosatioii to be paid Froni such fund to the pa tics 
whose I'rouLids might be taken for the above purpo-^e^* 
On the fitli of Jtine 1S51 Foras Aei VI dtsnfirrning the 
ho'dcrs in Lhi.nr posse>S7iionH subject to the rentK then 
payabici was passed by die I^giylailee Council of India. 
Two plans arc^'inpani^d I his Act* Ihe lands ci>riiprtSh.-d 
In plan Mo. 2 were vested In Governinent from rstjuy 
iSj^i from all rights for the purpose of constructing 
ronds^ etc. i he rights of ihe Compai^y in all lands in 
plan Nt% I esceptlag thnse on plan bo. a wcpc from ist 
July 1831 cKtingnished m faiour of the person-^ who 
held she same tespectivclv i^hc Immedisiie rvat-payers 
to the Coinp;jiayi subject to the rates then severally 
payable in respect ot rliL'se hinds. On the a^ih July 18^1 
a Comm 11 tec Was appointed thi carry' I’Ut this p*oviSiOEis 
of the Foras Aci* which fixed different rates to be paid as 
compeiisatlon accordui^ to loc.il-Ty^ The rates so adjust¬ 
ed u ere : 

Fur tank's rrOm Khctwadi to CffrttfiJ Cinrlc Ff lO per 
For uicla^ Tfo II CenlrpU Circle to laidCii -if. ha tt 

For lands f om Comer niffcr GowaJia Tank to 
the G fCle.,* .** 1 ^* I* II 

FhW lands from Cirilc lO New Tevn • ¥ **• Ri^* 11 it II 

For tflndf free) PelEiiBifl road £q Phipp'^ Oart 

from 1 to Rs. 6 ft tp 
For kmdf from phipp** Oart to ^ion nOrthwurds 

fro 11 Fs. I to ft*. * *t ft 

The total receipts from the variou-* hind-bnldcni on 
account nf ihe assessment on ihi.'ir Foras fsind# fri'm 
i/th Aprit to 5lh September 1851 amounted to 

R . The total amount of compensulion Award¬ 

ed by tha Commis^Kuiers for tbe lands comprised 
m plan So. 2 p take.i for public improvenienls^ was 
Rs-451^337,, The expenses of th office vstublishment of 
the Commission A ml other contingent charges came to 
Rs* 14^619. The asj^essmcnt was coJccted from 1909 
iudividgalts; of the 0 tSjo p“ id the amnnut due* In 
causes the assessment hsid to be levied by disrress and 
•afe- Thd pri>cecd iigs of the horas Commit^ron were 
brought to a dose on the soth of September 1853- 
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The Fflfas Iwnds have thut hepn cnfrohehtsccl nnd 
pt'iicticjilj^ ^iiAraii<ocd nirjiiD^t revision of nsfiessnit nt. 
Govemmcni have in n recent Rcs,>tniuiii nnthoriz^d tiie 
r*d jjiptrort of iJtc I’onis rents a( le..w ihnn Rs. lo nt 
30 yenr^' purclirise, Tora* hinds are situiilitl nt ByctinA,< 
jfeJ. Viitli, Upper nnu Lower Mnhrm^ fadnV nnd- 
Miiinngn, Tl>cir esteiit is 340® ncre.s .md 32(>6 square 1 
yards laccordioij *0 Cal l.riMjjIito .'s Survey}. 

llhs hiiitia in Honiliiy, which fall iintlw iIms tenure are 
siiu .ied uimnly at Naiynnm, P;,r#t tmtl 10 the north-easi 
c the Sion foi t. Small portions lie near Dndar and' 
1.1 a\i, iiiam fnntJs pay no Hs.sfssmciU to Govero-' 
mcjii uarjWt i>r cos of tmy kind. The ««« is rough. 
Jy 5 . 7 i 4 >t»+o square yards {878 cres). The grsmts were 
mxde to the Lowji (WaclijiJ iamUy in 1783, iSjjt tmd ,885 
On .icconjil of thr eieotlicnt Services tlicv rendered ASjshi|K 
IhiilJers to the Company, f!,« inam hinds nt Sinn cinti. 
prised 1,1 the gront ni ,s.j wore exchimgcd iviih cemin- 
lands III the Thann Distrivl in (833. , 

iidiviird Jhighes, K, R,, Commntidcr-in- 
u 01 Is Ahije^iy K^np^ ill [ndSfi; farDught la 

e not we <rt Govemmeni the vixy important sci vices 
rendered by the Parsl nsler-bnrider, Manockii, and 
X moiiji lOvji nigd th^ir ivvo sons b'raniji iiird Jam sited] i 
owji, iH rcFitting Mis Mji;esty’s sqtisdrou, and recom¬ 
mended a grant to the family of Unji., ,0 long as they 
Should coiiimuc in the servue nf tlte CoBipiinv as M stets 
hnitder^, of nponion x f ,1.,. Company« bally Krounds 
pritihwing t. net income of forty hmty a,mindly. 

i c Uoard axcepted ihe rccontmcndalion and tesohed 

^vgfnnt.d tbe UnjI family n poriion Of theCompaayV 

a!! I tl.emtl>r|y «r«,A« of hi.lty 

rtery year and pu, SLmoCk.i Lowji WhdLa hnd Bomon^ 
IUw,i AVadoi mposseti,sio(f li.eretor no I’ah'June 1 jSj.- 

Is dhicd sgih Otvember lySj was 
drhwn rA the irflo.i.ig terms z-^v thi^- Ltify< 

T Hughes K,B.. and 

“ Vessels- 

b . JirtH *78 j pdti.led out "tJ.c greitt servic»- 
r.odered 10 Ihe iJhtidxi fctMrg:.usrJ Ih^t/aiied Khut Jodiai 
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Cdmnany by Mannckji t^ivjl msd U^’itusnji Loivji ihe 
M istt«f-bull<Jei-s »t ihh Presidency^ nn<l liiivifiy nl^ 
■tro«t;ly reci>ramended io uS lo confer on ibctn n ceiinm 

porrMn of gfoun J on T is Islind wliich «ill y'leld nnnoii»y 

ioriy mo->rHS ol Ti^ccei batiyi This ta lo ccfH y 
lb At the said Man nek ji l.owji nntl Uoinonji 1, wji have 
nccordinj^ly been pat in possession of eeriMtn batty 
grounds in lltc disirkt of I'nrel Vriib their nnd 

|>erlen«i 5 of tlie siiid «rounds nbieh tvitl yield the nbova 
qiiantiiy of Tocca batty and that ibey are be kept u> 
possession of tiie siuiic w litioiil molest»tion uni<1 ilie 
pleasure of the HonOBrnWe the Court of Directors. »s 
koowiu Giyen under our biinils in Bomb-iy Ca-ile this 
asthdiiy of December In itie year of our Lord i7'3‘ 

This gfjwit ivas r.ailied mid ennfirmed by the Court of 
Directors On the abih April r^^j. 

The second gr.ni was made fn the year iPat. On »r 
latli Scpii?ni 33 «“r of ilisit yexir ilifi Ct^Hector of 
IJi'mbav received tiie foUoivintj letter from the Set re I ary 
to Government The Honruble the Governor in 
Couiicif hnvinj been pieased io comply wiifs an upphca- 
lioft from the inte JamsheUji Homonji (or cnttivated Jan s 
yicldinijaft tin i uni rent of 6,oflo Rupees instructs me 
to e.ill up 'H vou to repiita how far the grant emi e 
made in bombiiy, 11 is intended (hut the grant shouid be 
made by iransferrinff to (he hciis of Jamhhcdjh the revenue 

payable to the Governmeni, tinder n fmm il enjiiigvmcnt 

that the present nsse.ssmsnt should not he increased 
and securing lo 'f’* Curufnhees the right of 
tion aud uH audi other privileges a- they may be^ ertiitled 
to by Ihe constitu Ion of the ralaiid and under stiptiUition 
IHai in the event of the usual n.'se^sment bring increased 
orany oiher m.idilidiiiion in rodiiced in the e si sting rt ve¬ 
nue uyaietn of the Island by the authority of the Coveru- 
ineiti, the same ahull have operation within the villages 
la be 


/ * lima' e# WntlMi 'm 

VMitjfi of hi* *mii iihfihfiri m ihpt y*. 
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The Collector r«pl{ed as The FTonotiraWe 

Coinpany*a Saft Bariy Grounds proctuv-e a rovenire yearfy 
of Its. 4,036-0-33, ) he sweet batty gn^urtdH yield ao'.ually 
Rs 9.674 but out of them there .are three, via., Molhin^fa 
(calted Matuoea). Sion and Dharavi uhut-c amount 
is yearly Rs. 3.448^ ibut sum deducted bear- frr I he six 
villafc^es an atintuil rent of Rs. 6.33& The three vilfages 
are proposed by me to be taken out of the statement in 
citse the GoYernwent or the Artillery at ntiy future period 
should require more uroimt} hI Mniunjpi or at Sioit .ind 
Dharavi,'* To this the Collector received the foliowm^ 

repl? from the SeerctHry to Govern men ton aoth October;_ 

^ I am directed hy the Honourable the Governor in 
Council to acknowl dae receipt of your Inter dated .oih 
ulitmo. and to inrorm you that lands yietdiii^r hm annual 
rent of Rs. 4 .o(ki will be e:rBnted to the fninily of the 
h.te Jam-hedji Bonn mji 01 the Island of .'•akeiie, 
Nowroj: havlaK requested ihal the remainder of the 
goint, vie., Rs, »,ooo per annum miy be asslg^^ned In 
paddy lands on the Island of Bombay, the Ifunourahle 
the Governor in Council has been pleased to ta mply 
With the request subject to the confirmation of the 
Honoumhle the Court of Directors under the coudilions 
speclied m my letter of the i«b of the last m.mth. 

\ on Will be pleased to adopt the necessary measures for 
puttiiiK Iho family m possession oftbe tand accordingly ro 
such mitnner as may be iqrreeable to them," 

la January i8«, Covernmen* autbonwd the Collector 
to put Nowrtaji Jamshedji in possesMon of the bally 

of Parel. hfai^ao, Sion 
and in the Ca^bny „r MnMm. On the and 

Jicbruary ,8«, Non roji Jamshedj{sfj:nvd a declaration to 
ibe effect mnt he tvoiiM Hcfhi-nb ikr. 

partkulnoeed m the orders of Gorernmea. 

lumber .«a,. U October .837 NWroji Jamshedji appliS 

iTjZy orgiftor sanad; /Ld 

droun up m the name ofNowrojiJamshedji, Muii- 
chcrjiJamsHedpand D.,s-abhoy Jnmsbedji, .ole h^irs and 
ropro^niattvcs of jam-hedji Bomonji. enabling them lo 
collar and tremve such revenue, frum time u* time ami 
at all times thereafter and when the same should be. 


1 ^™ ABUliVISTRATIO^. 


377 


emoe due and payable ftfitl to ctijoy ihf saaie as aad for 
thi^ir own s^'lo HEid absolute property* 


The 'several pieces and parceTs of jrreii^d uliren wenff :— 
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In CovernmePit ret^'eived the folluwtn^ niemorial 
from Xo«/roji JarFi^hedji VVatlia Your ftlemorialist 
lo r. present that he reeorves ibe revenue nf the Iwo 
viiIngres in Salsette (niapHr'a sind Jhov>) which now 
yirIJs the annual sum of R.*?^ 47*^ of which Rs. 711 
your Meniiirialiiit refunds loCovvrnTni ni being the surplus 
amounc of the revenue of ihe said two villages, and 
which villagers a e allowed m Inum to your Memorialist 
with the net stipulaied amount of Rs- ^^000 per annum. 
That your Memgrlali^i further be^gs to state ihjfl he also 
receives the produce of iin Iiiiim land at Sion* In □oinbay 
which yields Rs, 605 annurtlly and which being interniix^ 
ed with Governm nt hind m.ikes ft difRcult fur cul ecthig 
ihc revenue^ He therefore prays that he may he allowed 
to exch.Pfigc ihc produce nf the hmd at Sion with ih^ 
above villages in SalsetiCi that he may he allowed lo 
rviaiii the sum of Rs* 71 ip the surplus nevejiue of the tw'O 
villages of 1 Naparia and Jhk>o* 111 r. turn for which the 
Government may he pleased lo fetwiii the revenue of the 
land at Sion^ the dH-ficjency of Rs, 106 in ihe revoauc of 
Ihtf Sion land your Memuri^ihst will thankfully pay at 
wiiatever valuation Government may think it lair to 
fOCeive from your MemoHuJi’-t.'^ 

* Thia wjii mide over tu the tniUFidaP' in 1 h® cumaiuted 

w*ji Kfc Cx^iiiAid by 1 inculuviionw 
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i-T!ti!;Goli«aor rcpnifcJ ort iheraujiw^iil ofi Mwth 
1835 {~«‘ lfCJvtfrl^m,!F»tw\.^ct^Jt:^;t(^..l\.^ek this iSjoo} 1 antl 
lh<:r«;ivo4iy qf Course bd :i tiiTt;ill ^kUIiMuii TP thd work to 
l« pe^rorrniiU by the csi;iblislirnti|i>t of'this pITicdi involving 
1 - wcii*r incrifni^ ofjcxp^ntcd exk'cpt: ihu pny ' 

of an bKtr^i pooh fbi* llirrc Rionlhii tn ihe year - sny Ns. iS- 
per aiinum. D'nun^r thi liwi a j ye.trsi remi^'iiorui of inka 
esies^tnenta 4 iHVe been alUiuetl iir conscq^icncc of partfut' 
fiMlure^tjr trbpFf lintler : - ' Jn 1S33-36 to the eslent of 
Hbout one-thirJ, in 1837 onc-t ird, in (S38 tup-third*, jn. 
>Sja anii-hsitr,^ in 11143 *’ne-linlt' miil jn ig^j Pin'-bnlf.' 
lie funhdr ytaicU the iRiid*, in Sinn of which' 

I Pwroii Jam^edji receiver the lok'i [wen held by Gove< n- 
ibe sum-s'ivliicli Govenntie i[,, wiiulil biiye had to" 
i^litiqiii^ih in remins on to the ctiltiv;ii.o>‘s in limiie yeara 
lyoLilil h.LVd Rj. t3ii*-,-o or on an .tvenigc of 

ap y^nnj Rs.7i-S-o per aiimian. If iharoforc ilic Ki^ht 
l|ononr.ible ihe Govoriioir in Council sboidd be disposed 
tpcpanply wUh .MoAvroji Jiiijisheilj! s nppTicatioii as Ait net 
«r Rfii^e, ( Jinrtinf opinion if, n (il)j«ra bo dcdoclctl 

frpmiheiirtijjot ofchiifjjcs 

pfcolleetion 18 aijd far probable reinisiiion Rs 75-3-P 

ajid the land irtk-'n ‘‘''ef iis ,; 4 .,le;dont onlr to Ks. 51 ( 
per annum f Ms. fibj-S-o-Rs, [1,^ „;,i proceeds 

are:not, hk. ty to ho much jiboyj or bejoiv iids sum on «» 
^verajje of yv-arji." 

Covenimsnt ihen passed orders (Mny, iSgjji sMtixg 
that t.icy were prap trsJ to make the exchange si.ggesieJ 
by Air, Nowro^i |amshedji laklng the bkchiitigoahli: value 
of »ns ImiU at Sion to he R,. 5,, p^r annum an condition 
Ut^T iiie dilTerence between this ^4111 m.il the JChpii 
renia) paid by h m should b, miiJe good to the Collector 
If m' **'^** ^ terms liaviti;; heoji accepted by 

Mr, No|k r^i, a de^d oi[ exchange , w,*s drawn tip and 
u.ed by the parties The Siou L,nds 1 bus reverted to 
Cpvenmicnl. I hey have since been held by the tenants 
qu Ihc;, r 4 >k;i 

. ,1 nc Thrd grunt was made In 18J5 to Khun Babitdot 
Jamshodj. Dhm.jibl.oy Wadia in considers ion oi the 

excepnonal servic^ rendered by hi.n during hialoiu; 

olScMl earecr saicndiog oicr, a jrenod of juore ibao 
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(oT*y yeirs in J !ls Alnjc’^iy^t Ddcky^itil. Mr^ Wndiftt 
hkO nil nctivfi p^i L In the iirraii|^nient?i for filthifj ’ 

out Uie fixp«^di ions for Pci::iitcii Ahyssiin'Ji* 
Af|^Hitri1^liin mid Iv^ypt, and had ivc 1 tnalriiuliard Uie ait-^ 
c^^tiul rcpotation t»l !i m family. His %yh cli ivas* 

for* plaU orjands then valued at - 1? vta$c^ai?£idi.r-i 

cd out of rill proporiioii lo the ^TviceN rendereu; aiid ^ 
the Local Govcroaienl only prepared Id move ihe^ 
rFOverOrnciU of Jfldia (o :;i<aactii^h the tyrant of hnd vaUiedi 
at Ks^ tc?*oDo to I 7fODO< Mr. VViuJai l^as n.^ked io ^elect^ t 
irt coO’i'uhatUyri with the Cnllector of sueh» 

piecesit of Gjvernment waMe land a-*! were available^ Three- 
plot^ cirijLiid,. two at DhEimvi and one ai SL^n^ eoniaiiiin^i 
an ag^^eitaie area ofjoy aL rcH or -iquarv yiiidjSi 

\'(?ere ikTected. The mi net Lm of i he Govern men t ofindm 
wasi applied for and obialned on ihe 17th June 1S65. Tlie- 
Ijr.irtt was niade mit-free ui pvrpetuUy ^tibject 10 ihc- 
payment of alt laxest eic*» chaij^CJiblc and ti c coiiditloa 
iliai he should not interbre hi any wj y uhh the supply * 
of water to the >a1l pan^ la the iKli^hbourhoi^d of ihe 
SIjki land and isihauld not hiterrapl Ihe free passable 
of the >li^rfn-ivati5r thronj^h one of hi-* ploi±t at DharavL . 
The deed was execuCtd on the 19th Decemi^er iS85« 

The relations between the t.taiaiur and h s tenant^ 
were Giice made the subject ofallin^'^fi Court suit* Eii 
1S79 the Gavernment of Hom'^ay Introduced a new moda' 
of - asHClFsment cn* the * Tokil ^ Lmda, The Inamdarii- 
weiv at the suimc tiine advised toas^^ess th.- tiinds ^rraiiT^d 
to ihclr predecessors by I he [iideiitnrc of 29th May i8jH 
on H revised scale on the strcnifih of the Rlluged poiv«'r 
resert^ed to lh%-nl hy tbsit deed A lest case -i\d. ^19 of- 
1889—ivas brought n the High Qmrt by Curs:Mji >lowrojt 
W^dla agaiast Messrs. E. D, Sjutsoon & Co. lo estiibUslii 
thi-E right. ' The case Witu be.ird by^.^lr. Justice Piirsiini 
ami tJie fnanid rs* rlgnt to thjirge ihe assessment on 
rv^vlMfd mrat/ was declared and coi^inncd on the 1 jth uf- 
Ftbruary^ i fign. The defend^ n t s h itvn appeal. d aga in.si 
this judiiinent. the Appellme Court directed that ihe. 
Secretary of Sinie fur India ^haidd he mnde u pai ty la 
the suit and ordered m re-ir-nL The philntilTs i llclio s' 
thereoputv addressed the ilollector to i^btam adecbnitiooi 




SO»g,%V CITY CASSHTTEeit 


iSo 


rhnt th« gninlces mm «iititlL'd to fnercftse Ihe renL 
Tlye Advocate Ccoeiat advtsed itie LoIJcctor to grant no 
such order untit it w.i» decided in tiic suit thiit the 
IfwIldars were s-o entitled He thought that the tertus 
of ihe dAKtimeeit were so obscure that it whs possible on 
one consiruoion to argue that land- r the terms any 
cnhctnccm.'iil .should go to Gov'crniiicnt nnd not to the 
overlioldcr. The Collector agreeing with the Acfvocaie 
General !>uggested that Government should accept the 
position of parlies to the suit iind in.'truvt ihcir law 
ollicers to press the Government claim to the increaiiO 
KCuvemble und.r the revised settlement r,ites. Govern^ 
mv..t concurred in ibe view tafcen by the CmlcctDr and 
passed a rrsjlu ion o i the ajsl April iSgi to that efTect. 
But before the Secreiary of State was made a party to 
the 1 gat proceedings in the High Court the suit between 
the VVadias niiit th.? S.isso "ns was comproinisrd by 
mutual agreement and the points at ;:*sue remained judi- 
cliitly uiidtctdeij^ 


Oil ne 26tN Jtino (he csrecuttirs of Mr* Giir^ctji 
N ii^roji VVadia rnad/ plu GilvenirnsJiit rcquciiirijjg^ 
coiisiderarion of the folK-witi-p-.iius j_|,J That the terms 
of the grant were quite esplioi, and gave ihe grautees 
authoniy to charge assessment time to time . n the 
tame scale as mght be lixed hy Government for similar 
Unds, (i that some time after the grant was made 
^vernrnent having r^iuced the rate of assesament on 
their Toka lands the In imdars were obItgeU to do the 
«im .as re4ards their own tends. (3) ib.t ihcierants of 
the land were all emered >u>/ in the Collector’s books but 
I'l their own, (4, tViat in the vilhiges i,i the Thnna District 
of which grants were made in a similar way I bey rm-ed 
the asseiismeni and were receiving it from the tenants 
witho..t any objection, CM that Government in reassess- 
>04 ihcir own lands rwiwfcd /he t.,n:i covered by the 
Indenture, and (6j that i, was clear from the gmni that 
.t was never the intenri n of Government to creme a 
iftoarr ciAss 9/ enjoying their lands on the pay* 
nimt ofaBeed rentGtr below that pa d by other ryots. 

Government seat the following 
«ply:^*Cov.r«ineQt without foregoing aoy dniin iHe, 
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puHlie cvchoqucr may tiAva to the amount by which the 
nmy be t^n^iiinccd hsive no pfsrscut iiiiciiiioti 
of recovermif tli il nrnomii on iliclr own account or of 
interfering with ihc racovefy of ii by the pi’htionerjt" 
A fur I her TcfeeuEtf fnsiJc by the Collector to Goi> 
ernmcrit on the polni of the Governnit'Ot d^im o^cr ihfi 
In.mi htmlA tiiuler acqiti-sltlon for I he Cl^y Ifnprvvement 
TniM* Govcrnin-nl^ in Arrlt 1009, directed ihn nodinnl 
on ihe p;irl of G.^vernmcut should be m^de in respeci of 
land helda^ Inam by tJ^e Lowji f.imsly under ihegfanis 
of 1783 and iSaSJ 

Farming ofl^ensCifi was conlnton in curly ycar^i hiil re- 
gu'af leases began to be estecuted In 175^1. Leasehold 
Idnd is held tinJ*r varioits condiliiins and h'T terms 
varviiig from Ji to 999 years. Leases may Iv divided into 
(1) Old Leases and (*) Lea-cst ihe former i cing 

til. se ^runted prior to the ^enr t!iy4 »Imierp Mibsc^ 
quent lo that y^-ar- Old Icjiscs nmy be convcu'ently 
el ssitied undergo, Byculla t^taiLigOiij Leiises, (Aj Cohiha 
L.ia-es, (Ci Rsimaihipiir.i Leases, (r/) tm the verge 

of ihL.- Esplanade^ (.') Esphinadc LcaseSi {/} Eotiib, y 
Lc and Pori I mat Louses- 

The MrtAigon or Byculla l-eiiscs wero granted h. tween 
I he year,175a and 17 6- 'J’hey were ad Tof a te'in I' f 
99 % e.tra i Si me w>-rj renew nblo ; mh- rs Averc niit reticwa* 
blv. In nJdkhm to Uie veil- ly rents r. served inider ihe 
lell^^ea ihe lessees iverc A'bligcd pay a certain fme 
every 21 years- Tl-ese lenses eaUHined a speoiaS 
slipoIakioFi lor ihe treatment of such miprovemenls as 
ought be in e* a I dice +'t ahe close if ihe lea^c. The 
lessor agreed 10 nialto gAHid t^i ^he Iess*^e hall the mil 
value of the build in gs. irvc- and Impr^^vcmenks of what¬ 
ever kind. Ihe renewable lea C- could be renewed on 
payment of ccirljon fine or prifniium* he 11 the non-re* 
newable lea-^s fell in nt the end ol the icrm of w 
Hoiiic . I the holdiii s AVere resumed and lal^cn po iii--s!Oii 
of b^ Government, whi e athersi were allowed to remain 
with the lcs>ec» cm paymvni by them of \mU the value of 


^ The ^oe sing nf Ih - tnanS pjrajin ef 1SS5 being rtO OJ ihefV 

On t-i*i |irninl iviM MpiilicU Inr. 
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i^proi,'cincnt<i. FrpsJi gu years* leases renewable at rc- 

^i-ctl r.ms Imi'e been j^rnntsd 

The Cidaha feases iv-ere iolrodueed u* 1824* I,t Ahkusi 
i8j 2 Government appointed a Commiiiee een^istinif of 
the C.^llector of Bombay, the Revepguc Kurveyor and ihe 
Cr>mfK*m*s'Solicitor t.'con*, fcier the nil tore of Ihe leases 
whic'* sh. wtd be jjrant. d in respect of Ibc lands hi Ctriiiha, 
The Coirinfiiee In their report of November 1832 
nft r dcfiniiiff the li-idts of the Military Cantonment 
recommended that the Itinds out side these limits should be 
exempted from the Mitiiiiry Re.nl.itlorisorijgj and that 
I he occupants ihercof he k'ranicd 2t veiirs' leases, renew¬ 
able upon payment of n fine of Rv.’ tco at a iimform 
tmiiiid-rcnt or 3 r.-ns per sqwji.e yard per annum. The 
Commiriees recommendations n ere approved bvCoveriir 

III j 8,6 the Court of Dir.-c’ors expressed an opinion 
I hut n wa . expediem that Goi ernment should remia 
the (.round on Ihe Jshmd of Co'aba in its own 
p.'s'essium The Guy mmenl of Bo-r:bny s bmilled 

that there would be msiny appiicalions from priv.nte ind>i i- 
tlnuts t.ir vacant spr.ccs mid they sh.-wld he antli..r;;eed 10 
Erani h, ds on I he terms on ,vhich Im.ds ivilhiii il.e 
L..|r.neerslimils were fir* anted, ga,k., on payment of the 
rslahh-hed ground rent of 6 pies p,:r square yard wnh 
Ihe right of resumpiion on ihe pmt of Govoni.nent at nny 
imio .r require.!, wi.hout m.y c mpe..«,iioo. This 
nnthomy was gnven by ihc Court ni Direcuirs in May 
1S3 . Wc thus find ni Colaba * Miiil. of loaves, renew- 
able every 21 years^ihe mu- perm nent. pavi..g 3 rens 
prr square yard ; ih* 

paying 6 pies per squjtre yard. ^ 

Ihe Kamaihipura le.srs appear ,0 have had iheir 

LT'rV‘ *he Collector, dated 

and 1 of sanads,' 

and «xpr«s.ng the opinion <,f , c.rwmor in 

n'r^wd "" trround should 1 Hence- 

furnard be given except uud.-r leases fora cer tala period 
ol ye.rs. The form of the tease w ns scried in rn-ul- 

‘ See ac^miqi of JianBtjj ^ 
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I at Ion \v 11 ir t be vocft le ■ G eneml and ar p ■ th 

Auf^uM 1^4^ Tlict^^ years^ refici,v- 

alilc al rcviM^U The imtia wt;re put up to puMic 

ancticia and tea^od xa the biddi^rs^ tlie rents at 

the outset heia^ rese* ved at pirs p r s^qtiarc yard* 

Lea lies on the vef>re of dve Esplanade were |rrantel] in 
1S55 iinik-r the c’ffcumsl ^nte-*^. The Court'of " 

Directors had authorized iheloc I G.'VerumciU to dispose 
of the irregular plots uf i^round on the northern v- r^e 
of the EBplanade hi the niunn^^r be^l catearated to pro- 
rrtoie the interest of She piibl'ic* TNe‘«e irregular p'ots 
were cun-iirqnently snade over to Cisrtaln parlies in 
on condition ihnt noihin;^ mnre tlufablc than tempo- 
rpiry Winoden slied^ s^hould Iht erteteJ thereon, and that 
ihe ^ ound should be rc^uaiable at pleasure wilhont 
compensation^" The^c lerms were not hoivever specliied 
in the saniiJs under tvhich the i^n^nis: wore mnde^ 
tS^j it W iS disc overed th it on some of these pli'Ls 
p^nmaMent j^triicinres had iiiniulh^»rizedly been erec ed. 

Govenia^cnl therefore ordered the re^sHinpiiini of ihrsc 
pfots* On zGth September i8|3 She Colkcsor reported 
to Government that tlte occupaMts had surrendered ihe 
Tand^ uy him by a HTdin|^ whivli vr.^s coni^lder<ed to 
Govemaieni the leij-d pnsses^iioit ihereof in she Mime 
refarrt hoivever ifie C0Ilector recommended th.nl the >jpols 
in questron ml^ht be Tel on t^rm^ which w'oiiIlI n^ mil of 
Ihcsr beinj^ nci npicd hy pc-rmnnent baildh'i^'si, A ft^rm 
cif lensc \v;vi finiiliU' devised and approved of by Govern- 
fi.cnu The rig‘lu of oceupnrtry of the p^ota in ^utstiLm 
vv;i:i ^olJ l+y auction to the blithest bidders* Some of 
the occ 11 prints ivlio hod erected pernmneat strucsirres 
w'Cre nUnwed to retain thc>r plots on paimeat 
of ceriain price. These leases were for a term id j* 
y^^ors, renewahle at revised r,*nts. They provided l hat in 
the event of thiif tand.s heiTi|^ required 1 y Gover nmeiit for 
any public purpose (iis to which the Government alone 
were the jud^e%) it should he compelent for ihem to 
resnrnc she same by monSh<4^ notice in w-fhing'^ on pay¬ 
ment howwer of the price paid by the kMsces for ilir ri^'ht 
cf occupancy m addition lo ihe valut of buildings aad irtl- 
provements wiiich n'Co^miirec of two or mesro person!! 
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to be appc^mtcd by Government were 10 decitJe. They 
«'so h»iuiid the tesisees to builj subaianlinf buildings 
iviihi,. (wo yci*rs froin the cl.,ifs of the grants, the 
clevHiion on thcs<:?uth siJe hc^n flri>l npproved by 

GitvemmciiL 

The E^plamidelewises qrc the oofy proper building lea-ics 
JO exHtenfj ut Uontbi.y. t hey run for gjg years and are 
not retjc wjj ble. They wer * frartied bet ween t he yeti rs 1 fio t 
mid 18S5 oil the 1111.1 i of L .iidon lease-. In tli6i Gov- 
ernmt'nl{ipp,iint,>d rtCortiniitlceon the subject of the land 
foMifi-it of i-l ujtt of Bombay. This Corntnll* 
Icl rei:Li.iiin..iiUeJ thj demo Itriiii pf the rstlstirtjf rafnpkris 
nod theiuruinf; of ti,e ^rcumd set Ir.c lo useful and 
profitable account. The Committee's rec mmeuaaimns 


were aprrovedby thcSeccia.yof Slate ,n ihe fvllow- 
Jiig orders of June iSia:—Alter reserving w-at 
will he rcquifed as ales for the new To.ts kjid 
•oust h; kepit dear roiiinl ihe Tor s ihere wHJ rcmiiin 
a considerable area available for building and otherriir- 
poses.wi,p|,_^ j otight to be one 

comprehenJing ad the several plots of new ground 
about to be .,eq HreJ in difTeteni .itn ,,;ons whether 
by red.,maim.. or by tlemoUt, .,1 of the ramparts, so far 
at ^a.t a, ,t ,s .mended that buItJing sh ,11 estenJ. No 
bud.mg tots might t . he s Id or ntfier^ilsi.' disposed 
o , uuul no, o„|y ihe g.n. rat arraagenunt, hut also the 
style ;md character of the buildings to be erc-cted shall 

1 n'l consdered Hi-d u reimprehensive 

plan shad have bren m .tured in conformity with the con- 

das,on, arrived a,. ]„ 

«n!l« 111 «'>»JHTe!y to the acsomnmdtuinn and lon- 

de r - 1 1 !'“liviJual,. but ulso in some 

.if P 1 ** kJ-^coiTu: p^rmurit^nt 

SUOJ.C. of nation d reprsiaddf due advantage be nottai^ea 

Of Ihe occision, * in November of th , « 

meat appointed (.> an jV^mL r 

j , , 7 cMive Comttii tee euo^^dcr 

ction of roadl 

for the appropnaljoa of the apace av-ilabic for buJL.ugs 
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atid {aj a Consultative Committee who were to ofer theif 
own remarks on such propos^Js. The Executive Commit¬ 
tee was knowm as the Rampart Removal Commktec. 
A list of the public buildia^^ which were ur^jeHity needed 
was made and after having selected suitable sites for 
these, the Committee recommended that none of the 
ground be disposed of in fee-simpte but In leases of 
99 years. They farther recommended that the form of 
the leases should be obtained from England^ The form 
of the leases w^as however settled hy the Rampart 
Removal Committee in consullatiofi with the Snlicilor to 
Government and approved by Government in July 18^4 
and the term was Hiced al 999 years* The lessees were 
to erect within three years from the date of agreement 
substantial and workmanlike huildin^Sp the plans and 
elevation of which were to he approved by Government* 
To secure the reversion of the buddings at the end of 
the term of Iht lease the lessees were to keep the 
buildings in sound repairs and to m'^ure their buildings 
and in cW of fire or other accident the buildings were 
10 be rebuilt to the satisfaction of Government 

Bombay leases relate to hindf» in variioas parts of the 
sland. They are granted for terms varying from 3 i to 
99 years. These ivere granted on payment of the market 
value of the occupancy right as asoerlained by auction 
sales together with a nominal yearly rtsntnl. They are 
renewable either on payrnenl of fine or on revision of the 
yearly renial* These are not building lenses and contain 
no stipulation either as to building or as to keeping 
buildings in repair. 

Among the Bombay leases will be found a clas^ of 
lease which has recently attracted the particular alleo- 
tion of Governmentt namely leasiis of lands on the 
Narayaa Dabholkar road. These relate to 17 plot* el 
land Oil that road and are all dated the iStb April 1S54, 
They originated in the division of a large plot of land 
containing Tp 9 ci|.ooo ^u^re yards granted to the late 
Framji Cowjtjiji under an indenture of leasv of the aisl 
June* Eramji Cowanji died in 1851 and his widow 

Rai Bachuhai applied to Governmcnl for leave to divide 
the land into a number of holdings. She was permitted 
3 15 


CITY CpA/Ft rislin^ 


'I 




JFbti TVttj/ 
4f«S€t. 


JKVw dJij/ 


to do so, and also to »d(J ubom r8,goo s^uarl^ yards at' 
land on the sea side on the '■ame terms as the ori{'ia,il 
holding^. The oriffiiial loas,; of 183^9 was Iherefore 
surrendered and 17 separate leases were executed in its 
stead. These are aJI 99 year lenses renewable on the 
same terms, hut reserving to Government a right to 
resume the land whenever required for a public purpose 
on paymeni to the-lessee of the value of buildings and 
improvemen ts, which value has to be determined by a 
committee appointed by Government. The resumption 
of some of these lands for the purpose of providing sites 
for bungalow^ for Governn^cnt officinls has been for 
some time under tfic consideration of Government. 

Port Trust leases are leases of lands on the iModv Bav, 


biphmstone Estate and the Apollo Reclamations. They 
are lease,s for a term of so years, renewable at the close 
of the term for such further period and at such yearly 
rent as may be then agreed between lessor and lessee, 
rhere is no initial payment. The sole charge is a yearlv 
rental rising at the end of the first and again at the etiU of 
the second term of 10 yenrs. The mics during the diffe- 
reni terms are approximately fixed at a 4 percent, return 
on the estimated value of the land. If he objects to a 
renewal at the close of the 50 years, the lessee is at liberty 

to remove any Improvements within 6 months after the 

expiry of the lease. Jn the Mody Bav lea.ses the lessors 
on paying full compensation for improvements reserve 
the right of rc.siiming the land on 12 months’ notice. 
The Revenue is collected by the Bombay Collector and 
the whole of jt is paid to the Port Trust. 

In Mr. Charlts, the,, Collector of Land Revenue, 
pomled out lo tJovcriTment the general 1..adequacy of the 
rents levied on lauds m Bombay, and suggested an increase 

wherever possible in the assessment so ,.s to bear some 
proportion to the increased value of the laud. To give 
effect to Mr. Charles prepo.sals and to .settle the policy 
as regards the future assessments or new grants of Gov 
ernmcnl land Government appoinied in March iBcjt a 
committee con.sistmg of the Collector of Bombay, the 
bupcnlendmg Lngmeeraud the Solidlor to Government 
to consider and report ot, (i) ,he terms for which bases 
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■ihauld be ^milled iinsl (ii) ibc principle i.in which the 
^rOLinij renl should be delermined^ This Cptnmittee 
made its report in February' iSga, After giviiijf a shorl 
summafi' of the existing: leasees the Committee divided 
their proposals under the following^ he^ids (i) the 
ditiposftl of occupancy nK'hts ; (i} ihe lixm^ of |^und 
rent ; (3) the term of ihc Jease ; 4) the renewal of the 
lease ; the ircalritent of improvements^ nod (6) 

a rch I tect u ral si i pu latio n s. 

With reference 10 the first point the Committee stated 
I hat the best mode of disposioff of the occtapaiicy right 
when the value of it was not known was by nn auction ; 
while tenders w^ere best suited for the disposal of lar^jer 
and valuable areas. They further sugf^ested that the 
amount taken as ground rent should I'e limited to a rent 
which represents two-lhirds of the full value of the land, 

and lhal the remaining one-thsrd Or any additional amount 

w-hicb the competition among tenderers or at an auction 
sale may secure should be realized in a lump sum at the 
time of iransfer as initial fine or occupancy price- 
As regards the ground rent they suggested that 4 per 
cent, should be fixed as the maximum ground rent- It 
has been contended** they observe *^that 5 per cent, tniiy 
fairly be levied. We incline lo think 4 per cent. Is ^ 
much as can at present be safely taken- The Collector's 
experience is that over considcrrible tracts in Matoonga, 
Sion and Muhim, land even with houses docs not yield 
more thaii 3 per cent- on ils market value* The rise to 4 
per cent, though both justifiable and advisable w'as a 
serious addition to the burden on many lands from which 
with the object of attracting settlers Government had 
hitherto levied aSmosi nominal rents*” 

The Cornmitiec disapproved any increase in the rents 
during ihe term of the lease as such an arrangement 
pracliciilly reduces the term of the lease lo the term dt 
revision anii were in favour of a fixed rent during the 
currency of the 1 c:^isei The terms of the leases ivcre fixed 
at 99 years in I he case of lands (e.^* in Fori) h here an 
general considerations architectural conditions were to be 
enforced p In the more mi living parts where ao con- 
dilioiiN In excess of ihe >luniclpal Building rules were 
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nec^s^sary a 30 year^i huss was coa’Hidercd sulHciem^ As 
regards arable land ^ieeing ihat no capital is invested in 
it and that the land may at any time be rei:|uired for 
buitding a 10 years* nccupancy guarantee was considered 
to be a sufScienily Jong term. The renew aJ of the lease 
was recommended by the Committee only in the case of 
years building-leases and these too only oncBp 
regards the revised rates to be introduced at the dose ot 
the original lease the ba^is of a maxirnum of a 4 per ceiiL+ 
return on the value of the land at the time of renewal was 
reco m mended - 

Jn the treatment of improvements the Committee 
recomtnci^ded that the stipulations for repair and resign^' 
tion should be insisted on in the case of 99 years leases 
but in the of lands held on 50 years building leases no 
such stipulatioDs should be nrade and that at the dose of 
the term the lessee should not he prevented from removing 
his improvements, fhe proposal that Government should 
take over improvements at a valuation was found open to 
the objection that in times of depression Government 
might be saddled with properties Inconvenient to pay for 
and srilL more Inconvenient ip manage. A*s. regards 
archiltctunil conditions Government leasehold land wfl^ 
divided Into two clai^ses (sr) Importanf stiles where a 
sipecial styJe of building ia required, other shea. 
Under clasps (tf) came the D-splanaden Marine Lines^ and 
Chaupatl estates. For landn of lliis class the archi¬ 
tectural conditions in force m Ihe Esplanade teases 
subject to certain modifications wxre recommended to be 
continued. For all other sites the Municipal building 
regulations were considered a sufficient security against 
the erection of In^fecure or unsightly tenements. 

The recontmendatjonn of the Committee were approved 
by Governmesit with the modification that the amount of 
annual rent per square yard should not be less than oue- 
third and not more than two-thirds of the estimated 
value as this would give a safe rental and ‘W'ould leave u 
sufficient margin for competition. The Solicitor to Gov¬ 
ernment was asked to submit in consultation with the 
Collector forms of the different leases for the approval ct 
Government which he accordingly did. The two forms 


LAND ADKIIIVI^HtATIOS. 

prepared by him were approved by Ciovemment in 
February iSg4. They are the basis of the new leases 
panted sub-^^uent to the year i£^ and are now {:go9| 
in use in the Collector's ofhee. New grants of lands 
under leases are made in cither one or the other of these 
forms. The lessee has to pay all costs of the Govern¬ 
ment Solicitor for the preparation of the lease including 
stamp and rc^ifi^lratlon fees. 

This tenure has it.^ origin in Bombay .\ci M of JS76- 
The Revenue Survey of 187a discovered nnioerous cn* 
croachments on Government lands more especially on 
lands contiguous to the Inam lands granted to the Wadia 
family* When the Act was passed these encroachments* 
were all assessed by the ColJectof under Section 8 and 
converted into lands newly asjtesscd. This tenure alsii 
comprises land grafted from itmc to time to prii'ate 
individuals^ after the parsing of the Act on payment of 
an aonuiil rental fisted under Section 8. The circum¬ 
stances of alt grants however do not appear 10 be alike. 
In some ca-Hcs Government waste hinds yielding no revenue 
to Government and situated in such localities as M^hltOf 
OhflKivii Sion, Matunga and Naigifton were a.s«essed and 
granted on payment of an annual assc-*isment* In other 
cases the nght of occupancy was sold by public auctiort on 
payment of a yearly rent Subject to revision every 50 
yenr.s ; while in other lands were assessed and con¬ 

verted from leasehold to newly iLssessed, in consequence 
of some Leases (mostly in Kamatipura} having esepired and 
the lessees being unable to bear the charges of the Griv« 
emmciit Solicitor for the prepattnion of the new leases* 
the lands being les.^ in worth than the Soltcitor^s charges. 

In 18S9 propOfs^ils were for the first time submitted to 
Government by ihc Collector for enhancement of assess* 
ment upoa these lands. The Advocate-General, to whom 

* In l8j9 Mr. HfBcc brcMJK-hl I0 Ih* noliet of Govemiiienl 
nOme cncreacfamcals madi^ by the tnainiEKr?i on ibe «djoiniefr 
Gtivernmtnt UiAfLi. The en^oitchiiictili dtVOvered by biin werr 
lo the exliirfnI Ilf 1^3,040 .^querc yunl^^ te 1873 M»|or Lau^hlOn 
dLtE:{iverrd ■ sliU la r^er dihereecc# The arra ditcovi^red by him 
And br-^egbt uader ludicH^itient was 341^9116 square yardA. The 
wai inadQ at the unEfomi rmle of one pie pet 
yard escept in a Very few CoAea whei'e wm redficcd lO hall (hat 
rale. 


Sewly 
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the que^tjcn waA refer resJ for opioloiv dcclHrtd that there 
should not be any specific limit to a^^CYsitient in the case 
of these lands escccpt so far as it had been created at the 
time of the assessments Mr. Spence rcmiTrked in a letter 
of gth December iS8y: — RegfiirdIthese lands 1 ivoutd 
make the follo^ving proposats. I tYOiild give the holder.^ 
of ail such lands notice that their present assessment w ilJ 
be guaranteed only up to and including the year 1900, 
when It U'ill be liable to revision, such revision being 
based on the rent of similar land at the time. 1 ViOuSd ^oa- 
rantce the revised assvssmerLt for a period of 3,0 years* as 
in the mofussih when a second reviston would take place. 
If jD )ears is confsldered too long a period of guarantee 
in a prosperously increasing city+ it might be reduced Ic 
at but J should not advise any shorter term. In the case 
of any lauds that may be newly assessed between this and 
1900 a special condition should be made that the af^sess* 
meat wall oniy last till the latter vear, wheti ihe general 
revision will take place. The same precaution sliuuld be 
taken wTlh regard to any lands newly assessed durin" the 
period of any future gxiarantec/’^ 

Mr* Spencers proposal was approved by Government • 
but before carrying it out Mr, (aftertvards Sir James} 
Montcath who bad succeeded him asked Government it* 
modify their orders as regard ( 1) the term of guarauLe^^ and 
(a} the rate of assessment. Mr* Spence had proposed leases 
for 21 years* Mr. Montcath thought the term too little 
and proposed 99 year?.. Mr. Spence considered that 
Go% ernment wa* entitled to as much as 5 per cent, of the 
value of the land^ Mr. STonteath considered 4 per ccuU was 
adequate^ Government thought that the points raised by 
Mr*Monteath were very important and therefore appointed 
a Committee consisting of the Collector of Bombay, the 
Superintending Engineer, and the Solicitor to Government 
to consider them. The Committee came to the conclu¬ 
sion that a system of fixing the ground rent at 4 per cent, 
return on the market value of the litnd should be maintained. 
The term of guarantee w as not specially discussed by the 
Committee with reference to the^ lands. 

The prO'posals of the Committee were accepted by Go^'- - 
ernmeot almost without medifEcatiou bv the middle of 
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From jfigj tiM iSqS, ho\^evcr, owing to the predom- 
trtimea ^jven m the CommiHce's report to otlsrr 
the enh&ncemeot on these Utndii Mas left unnotlceiJ 
when in the hitter jeat the attention of Mr. Morison, 
the Collector^ was drawn to tliis f^ubject and he ;it once 
asked permission to give effei:^i to these proposals. 
Tlie orighial proposal as approved by Goverttmeni with 
regard to the^-^e hinds wn^s to give notices to the holders 
I hat the present assessment on their lands woold be 
guaranteed only up to the year 1900 ,. when it would be 
revised and the revised rental guaranteed for 30 years in 
the outlying and 50 years in central localities. But this 
was not possible in iSp 9 and instead of making the 
revision of rents eOmmence from I 9 O 0 , the Collector made 
it commence in some cases from mt September and in 
othcf.^ from i«t October This assessment of lands 

ivbicb had been guaranteed ai the dates of 1 he grants 
of Course not disturbed. The revised assessment was 
ftKed on a 4 per cenL basisn The effect of the revision 
w'as Sin Increaise from Rs. 3 * * 152 - 6 *^ to Rs. 20 * 659 - 3 - 6 . The 
area covered by this tenure i^ 3 , 06,310 square 
The right of Oovernment in lands of this de^ription are 
too clearly defined to need any elucidation^, AJthough the 
innds were primarilyQovetomcnt lanck the right of resump¬ 
tion has been lost to Government ; but the assessment is 
litibfc to revision at the end of the period of guarantee- 
The lands held under sufferance are situated in ^ 

gon^ Lind their history is comprised in the history of the 
Majfugim Estate^ w hich is briefly as follows :— 

By a Patent signed at Goa and dated the ibth oJ jaiiuary' 
1372, I be village of Mazagon was given to Lionel dcSouza 
and his heirs for ever^ Lionel deSouza paying everj' 
year (quarterly) 195 pardaos and three silver tangas (6j 
double pice eachj^ The said village was not however to 
be soidp exchanged or alienated without a license from 
the King of Portugal or his Viceroy in India ; nor w^as 
it to be divided^ but w'as to be managed by one person*’ 

By another Patentp dated 3rd June 1637% it appears that 
the management of this A'llJa ge w as made ove r to Ruy 

* Sw also ffMUnole I un pAge 39 vf thU volomer 

* The Paten I benn a ntae to the followinic efl«ct ^^ManBCji 

hill* tbfl DAfl Cbiirnoy and Wofli ure p»rl of Ibis ■tJiti.le/" 
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aeSou2:4 on the aglti July 163s, nnd therein k difclared 
that as the Njiid Ruy deSouzn had no other iion but 
Bernardy deTavora. the King of Portugal MiifirniHtd him. 
provided he did not deprive the other heirs of Ruy deSouica 
in their right, nor sold, gave, changed or divided it in any 
manner whatsoever. 

Christovao drSous^a deTavora was in possession of the 
Mn^gon Instate when the Company took possession of 
the island of Bombay. The property eventually devolved 
On Mmimo deSilvu deAfeneza and his wife who being a! 
Bassein in 1731 appointed Visso Sinoy, their attorney at 
Horn bay, empowering him to scit the Maaagon Estate, 
which he did on the 3rd August I731. in the fulJ.>w'ing 
portions:-i Share to Antonio deSilva, J Share lo 
Antonio deCima. and J Share to Shnnkra Slnoy^* 

J** *736* D Silva sold his half share to the other two, 
who executed two mongage bonds to the Company, uiii; 
dated and June 1738 for Rs. 3,500 and the other dated 
1st August 173^ R'r R-< i.Soo-J-o. But prior to this 
the said proprieiors of the Estate had in 1736 executed 
a mortgage bond in favour of l.alchand Bhowanidiis 
anti Amichand GocuTdas. In ccuiscquence of the earlier 
mortgage and on their .applying to the Mayor's Coon, 
these two mortgagees were empowered by the Courr 
to enter into possession of the Mszagon Esiine. 
Lalchand Bhowanidas. being in debt to Mr. Jame' 
Dalrympic and others, a suit in the Mayor's Court was 
brought against him by the latter who were put to pos¬ 
session of the Mazagon Estate and were empowered to 
receive the rents .and profits tiiereof. Tliey accordingly 
let it out to Mr. Richard N^owknd and William Ltinc for 
Kb. 3,per annum fora term ot ^ years commencing 
from 11 th February (749. Ltikhand found means to 
scttJe his differences with Mr.Dairympleand his partners^, 
but the lease to Messrs. Lane and Mowland continued till 
the expiration of the term, except that Mr. Lane withdrew 
with the permission of the Court in 1751. 

'Although the d»d of J.«le mentioned two persons is pur- 
the division of the e.tslo «,» (hiecrold » shown abtn r 
Any was mode by privnle^ 
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In January 1758 whs?ii the kasy of the ^^Ulc wua near- 
ly expiringt Governmeni directed a Committee coa^stini^ 
of Crommeljnp Sedgwickc and ByfL-ld io make a 

petition to ihc Mnyor^s Court on behalf of the Honour¬ 
able Companyp and make a claim to the Mazag^oa 
Instate Oil the ground that beside^ having a considerable 
mortgage on the B^tatc they were the Lords proprietors 
in consetjtience of the island having been made over to 
them by the King of Portugal and tkat the first proprietor 
had never aay right or authority to sell or alienate the 
Eistaie. A petition^ dated jth Fcbmary 1 jsB* was accords 
ingly made to ^tiie Mayor^s Court. S he Coinpany 
claimed to be the Just and legal proprietors of the 
MazEigon Estrite by virtue of the original Patentp copies 
of which were obtained from the Court of the Recorder at 
Goa. They further claimed to be put in posscsslcm of the 
Mazagon Estate, and du^sired that LaJehand Bhowanidas 
—the prior mortgagee—shuuld be called on to give an 
account of the Estate since the date he came into posses¬ 
sion of hf and to refund.the amount which he had receiv¬ 
ed from the Estate in excess of what he had u claim to. 

The Mayor’s Court gave the following orders :—^'Rcad 
a petition from the Hon. The President and Governor 
and Council in behalf of their Hon^ Employers, the 
United Company of Merchantsi ol EogTaiid trading to 
the East Indies^ praying to this Hen. Court to put them in 
possession of Maifagon Estate and they appearing to this 
Hon. Court in their petition to be the prior mort¬ 
gagees and no other demand appearing on the said 
Estate^ the Court have thought proper to permit the said 
Governor and Council Constituents for the Hoii. Com¬ 
pany to lake possession thereof and the Registrar is 
ordered to give public noGce to all persons who may have 
any demands on the said Estate to lay in their ^vcr^l 
claims by next Court day and likewise writfi to Mr- Row¬ 
land to reader to this Hon. Court particular accounts ot 
ail sums he has paid to Lakhiind's widow since renting 
the liaid Estate and to urdyr her to send her accounts 
current with this said estate since her hrst taking posses¬ 
sion thereof^ and lo summcin Antonio D'Llma uiid ^auerw 
Sirtoy to appear betore the Hon. Court next Court dfty+ 
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A precept tf the Sheriff to put the Honojmhlc CompaHv 
Ml possession of the cstiite on Tebruarj- 131I1, i75fi w av 
issued on lolh Pebman- 1758. 

The Coticclor was directed to take charjfc of it in the 
nttnieofthc Hon. Company from Mr. Hiehard Noivland.' 
He was also asked to be prepared for fannirj' the 
Kstatc by jiuciion in smidl parcels. Jn May 
175S. the Colfccior informed Governmen! that it ivoidd 
be itiorfi for the Hon. Cottipany's interest to farm the 
whole to one person, and stated that Antonio defdma 
and Pandu .Sinoy, who called thecnsclves the proprietors 
of the bstate, refused to deliver into his charge such part 
ot the Hstale ns was reserved for the support of a Church 
built on the Estate. He recommended a grant of 15 
mudiis of batty every year to Antonio dei.ima and 
landu l>moy each to support themselves and their 
bittniicsas suchareservation was allotted by the Mayor's 
Court during the previous lease to Messrs. Now land and 
J..atie. Oil the Collector's recommendation the Board 
resolved to let out in one lot for 5 years the whole of 
theMatiagtin Estate, eiicept that pan which they bad 


.inoj iipphej to ,hF Mayor B Coe ijgj for fcslitutier of ihv 
he '“**'“'* "'o WavWs Court 

aPbiuaTimi TlTel/ heally ttic dispute wa'sienfvd by 

Recorder Sir Ulllram^f "** Miluiesevd in the rerninalion of Ihv 
Sv« inIhe sole arbitrator. Sir William 
fuili'div s^o^S ofn Messrs. Atkin and 

bo‘hT‘d« 1* arWlrator,. nnd Ihst counsel on 

mined *’’* '*■'* '*«**'^' 

?5 ^ " *\Uhm » wisihei^ wcr* 4tccded to. 

.it* l■ncIl |i^ the oIHgt llA'o arbitmluri on jjth El^ct^mbcr 
.So., the mnm U.u,., beinsf ( 1 ) the Compaev^eX 

ce^l^s of th^.u WY*Hh; Company to ply R*. for 

CofDiMiiy to convey to lbecfain»nr. I he 
feW^tn ^ f^mkenney honse, U) each parly to pass a 

Th® Company’s Solid tor uas Instructed to 
’*** corvwyaner, which 

..,.i™dlcSpi;,. ,.7i„X53^ 

"■ .... 
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lo leaiic to Mr. Samiii:l lioa^h for a term of 
cj 9 years,' and directed ihc ColJeclor to ^ppty to the 
Mayor^s^ Court for being pul into possession of that part 
ot the Estate which withheld as being reserved for 
ihc Churchy and rent it out 'with the rest of the Estate^ 

On Ihc I 2th May r 758+1 hi; J^oard repaired to a tent near 
the Bandar to lei oat ibn Mu^i^gon Mstatct conformable to 
iheir previou;^ Resolution of May 1758 f They agreed to 
alloie a grantt ns recommended by the Collector^ of 15 
mf/ifiis of big tty to Antonio deLima niid I'^firtdu ^inoy 
every' year. In their InsE eonsu hat ion ihc Board had 
deeded to kE out Ehe estate for five ycars^ But m the 
iiiNiance of some of the b^ders they considered it desirable 
to extend the term to 9 years. The whole of the ^fazagoi) 
Estate (es^clgding that part whkh was leased to Mr. 
Samuel Hough,} the Mark House and the Pomkcnny 
Housed) ns well as the Church batty grounds (the Mayor's 
1 oiift having since put the Collector in possesi^ion of 
thein)^ having been put up to auctiou it was ugain rented 
by Mr. Richard Nowland for Rs. a^joo a year. The oarl 
of Churney, which formed ann^ppeudage of the Majeagon 
Estate, was separately let to Maneckji Limji and two 
others for Rs. 640 a year. 

This procedure of Jetting out the Ma^jagon Estate in 
One loi was disapproved by the Court of Directors In 
England who in their despatch orj5th .April 1760 observed 
** The leasing of Mazagon in One lot we Judge contrary to 
our iotcresti Experience should have conviEiced you of 
this tis the farming out our oarts in stnoll iols in 1753 
produced us a duplicate profit. We therefore direct lb at 
in future you attend to this imd branch into small parcels 
whatever wall ndmil of tt+ for a large purchase will always 
bring on u Combination. Wc also forbid the sale of our 
property by valuation. Let everything belonging to us 
be ahvuys sold to the best bidder at public outcry and 
alter a proper notification/* 

' Hough had built a country huuac and out-bousc on ■ 

Lcrta±n pnrE oflhe estate, the nnTuiiJ rrodTlvt of which Waji valued 
at R3.19145. A Eea^v for h lerm ef 99 yeam wan grBolcd lo hini 
on bi9 paying a liiio of jo al Lbc cxplrmtioT^ of in'cr^' il year*. 

" The Houau and Ebc hill Wert leased to Byfcld bekI the 

Potulcenny Houk and the gnrdm bv3i>flg?iijg to the Haiagon 
Estate wrre leased for a term ofpQ years to ^apEain C. tumble- 
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On the expiration flf the term of 9 years of Now- 
iantl's lease in 1767 the Mastag-on Estate with the ex¬ 
ception of certain parts re^^^imed for public purposes and 
some jcr^i^ted on leases for 99 years was divided into 
six lotSj and was separately let for a term of 14 years 
from 15 th May 1767 as follows :— 

lit t^t—Nowj^har mcludinp Ghornp Dcd to 

Friimj! Hirji XTody for ,,, Ita* S45 

and „ -MattnnradUnrluUlii^ BhoyraJem {By- 
cu 3 ]a) excofit tha lre«gener¬ 

ally known by the nititUn of the Go%- 
enicrii^hlango tree^p and the ground 
let to lifr^ Andrew Rirt|!i«Ay and o ne 
rutithi of batty ground aM jwed. to 
die mahHlArii tor Kin pay to Oada- 
bTiny Mtineckjil; And Dhonjj FoOn^ 

for iipi +„ ,,1, 4 m 

jrd „ KoJiwadi Surji Ea Roghn^^beE Gold- 

VniiEbj^ fer'ii'i'^ .ra fip T.. ■■■ V* 34^ 

4Eh lihiBJidArwcldi to ^taiieckji Ltoiji; and 

BKiaiji Ranijehel, for ^p ^ 

M Maxagon-Knliwadi (o Itagbu^et 

GoldfimlEht for *+- ... 640 

felh p, C^nmey l^s Mnnguji for 715 

These farms expired In the year 17S1 and were relet for 
a further term of 14 years on the 4th May 1781 with the 
exception of some portions leased for a long^ term* The 
lariTis were kt as follows 

U>t-Nowgharte.Mr. Ap Xesbil, kr Rs. 

and ^atlju-wadi to do^ de. ifcss 

jrd p, KoElwadi Surj'i 10 Rustottiji Motteclcj^p for pp 951Q 

4lh ,p Rhanderwodi lo do* do. „ S135 

nth Charnel- re ^lahimari Huaseri Cardojh for jO? 

rhe lot of Masia^oii Ivollivndi was leased > for a 

loog term to Mr. Watson's Executors for Rs. gfii, 
but in 179J the farm was resumed for a forfeiture and 
rckt to Dorabji Rostomji Eatel from tst August 1793 for 
a years and 9 months for Rs. 9S1. 

A question having arisen between Government and 
Mr. Nesbitt th e farmer of Mat tar wadi^ concerning tbe use 
orByculla plain^ which was required for artillery practice^ 
Mr, Neshic relinquished his farin of .Mattarvi'adi in Sep¬ 
tember of the same ye&r. The causes which led to the 
relinquishment of the other two farms of Koliwadl Surji 
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and BlisinUarwiidt arc not known. The Tour farms thus 
relinc| 111 shed were relet for a term of 14 years commeneiii^ 
from the j ist Jiuiuary lySa. The lot Mattarv^adi was re¬ 
sumed ill 17^8 from the farmer for his failure lo pay rent. 
After appropriation of a part of it for the Powder Works 
It was let to Mr- Nesbit on a n years' renewable lease at 
the rent of Rs. r6^-i-5 per annum. 

[n 1796 the old tenses expired and fresh ones were 
issued for a term pf 14 year-*^ There was an increase in 
the bid of cverj' lot and they were all let for Rs. 4,5^8 
against Rs^ $ij 77 ^ I’he relations between the Kunbis and 
the farmers had not been cordial since the firming 
system wft*a introduced^ The old Kimbis w^erethe descen¬ 
dants of the Portugfuese AburLhados, 11 n mdi^ent race of 
husbandmen who were annexed to the soil by the Portu¬ 
guese landlords with n base tenure of the *' Kinphy 
tiateo" kind which had by sufferance grown into a sort of 
cu-^tuinary freehold but purely at the will of the lord who 
sufTerccI their varges or ha tty fields to be transmilted 
by descent m thetr families but would not permit their 
being sold or transferred. These Ken bis were pro¬ 
tected from unreasonable and oppressive exactions 
by the farmers, by a variety of covenauts made expressly 
for their security. In the leasee to Mr. Rtchard Rowland 
in 1758, one principal stipulation w^as that he should 
not force the Kunbis to cultivate more of the baity ground 
than they had done nor to pay him more than the fixed 
toka on what they cultivated. This slipulation was 
transcribed la the of the sucreeding farms. When¬ 

ever aoy complaints of abuses or oppression by the far¬ 
mers brought to the notice of Govern meat they were 
enquired into and the farmers ivere directed to remedy 
the abuses and abide strictly by the tenor of the leases. 
On the other hand the Kunbis did not remain faithful and 
made room to new comers^ being gratified by a small 
compensation made to them either by the farmers or by 
the Incoming tenants. When the teases of 1796 were 
given few old Kunbls could be found on the estate. The 
farmers in gradually admitting these new comers had 
resigned to them the hcnclit reserved to them (farmers) 
in one of the articles of the leascsi which was :—That at 
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the expiration ol I he contract the said tanrieriihail dchver 
tip the said fi%rm in the like j^ood ordeis and conditioti In 
ivhich he recelvx+st li or make ^ood the difference the 
Company prcvlonsly making fCOod lo the t'armers halt 
the real value ol all Improvements to be estimated by ihe 
Ve read ores Of Mhutani.s or other proper persons appolnled 
for that purpose. 

This was construed by the farmers to eiiiltie thejn or 
their assigns at the expiration ot their farin to have n 
compensation paid them hy ihe Company m money, 
equivalent to half the value of id! improveineius made 
daring' iheir term not only in point of culinre and planla- 
lion hnt likewise of buildiifT^s^ feiicc-S itc. This claim 
on the Company the farmers assigned to the new tenant^i 
who for the most pH it were iho authors of what were 
considered to be Ihe itnpravemcnis to be paid for and 
who were the only occupants of ihe wliole of the land ex¬ 
cept the parcels granted therefrom ors a more pcrmancjit 
tenure. The new farmers who rook the lea^ses in 1796 
considered themselves in nowise bound by the iigree- 
ments betw^eeii their tenants and the old farmers because 
the latter could grant no tenure to hind the Companv 
beyond the term of their own comract. The new tenants 
refused to pay' more than the Oiced rent agreed upon w’iih 
the old farmers and insisted ihar they were not bound to 
render to the new' farmers any more than the ancient toba 
iixed on The grounds they occupied and that Government 
could not grant 10 a iiew^ larmer any profit or benefit 
from their imp rove me^nts until the Companv had made 
good the stipulated compensation. 

In consequence of these eifeutnslances the Compjiny 
was deprived of the rents of the three farms for nearly 
two years and a half from junuary 1796, ihe new farmers 
refusing to pay their rents on the plea that they were 
imt put In possession of all ihe land lying within the 
compass of the estate, with cveryihiag standing or 
growdag on them, by means of a Vereadorc's .‘^iurvey 
which, they considered, would ha%'e the effect of dis- 
posseji.sing Sind ousting all persons who held by license 
or agreement with the preceding farmers. The Collec¬ 
tor consulted the Company's Solicitor as to the best w^ay 
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of rtcovenn^ iirrcars of reiHii fram Wasudeo .Mukundji 
and Ra^tiunalh Dadaji. ihu farmers of Bhandarwadi 
liTid Koliwad? Surji, The Cc^mpariiy^s Sollclkn replied itiiil 

the way of recoverJrtjr the arrears of rents was by :i 

suit 111 the revenue jodiKitere. A local survey was ni;u3e 
by the Vereadorvs and Mr. Constable was nRked to file a 
suit in the Revenue Adalal ^gnlnsl VVastjdco iMtilcundjs for 
arrears of rent whkh nmouated to Rs. t> 740 . The action 
was on the covenant for the payment of the renl^ the 
defendant pleaded that he owed nothinij bccatise he had 
not the possession of the estate ^Iveri to htm ; the con¬ 
tention of Government being that he either neglected to 
rnler or wilfully suffered the possession tn remain vacant 
vvlieo due means were given him to enter. It wu'- 
lurther urged tbiit all tenants on this fiirm w'cre present 
ai the action nnd that the farmer had actoally demanded 
rent from them w^ho olTered to pay him the usual rents. 
He wanted to assess the tenants at unusual and exorbU 
I ant rates and because they disputed his right to do so he 
represented to the Collector that he was noB put In 
possession of the estate. The Collector had by a letter 
daied i^jtli July i£toi ordered the out-going farmer to put 
Wasudeo Mukundji in possession. The Collector also 
sent an order of the same date to the Vereadores and 
.Mhaiaras to survey the farm winch Wasudeo Mukundji 
had entered upon and to ascertain the boundaries 
thereof. The suit was decided fo favour of W^tsudeo 
Mukundji^ the Court having considered as proved that he 
had nut obtained the benefit 1o which he was eniltled. 
From this decision Government appealed to the ^Jad^ 
Adalai Courk Coder these circumstances and w^htle 
the appeal to the Sadr Adalat Court was pending 
VVasudico .vUlkundji olfered in a letter addressed to the 
Collector on J5ih June iBor to relinquish his farm and 
asked to be released from tils engagement. 

With regard! to the other farm of Koliwadi Smji the 
Collector called upon the farmer Kfigunatb Dadaji to pay 
■irrenrs of rent or In c^se of non-payment to know If he 
iilso wished to relinquish his farm* R^igunnih dadaji 
replied that he accepted the latter and offered his resig- 
naLion. The Collector recommended the acceptance of 
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the relinquishment of ibe two farms, and in so dain|^ 
stated that he could with very little trouble collect the 
rctits from the under-tenaEits. The resignattons of both 
the farmers of Koliwadi Surji and BhaiidarwadI were 
accepted by Government:. The Compa^y^^ Soltcitpr was 
asked to withdraw the pending^ appeal in respect of the 
arrears oF rent from Wasudeo MuknndjL The Collector 
was then asked to report to the Governor in Council iOi 
soon as possible what amounts he would collect from their 
under-tenants for arrears of rent as due for several yeaj^ 
back, and what terms he would be likely to obtain from 
them for being- suffered to retain their respective 
occupancies^ 

This report does not appear Co have been submitted by 
the Collector^ probably because of the pcndini; appe^ in 
the suit brought against the Company by Trimbak and 
Pandu Stnpy' and die intended survey of the w^hole e^tllte : 
for in l^ebruary 1803, while supporting Mr. Hall’s sug¬ 
gestion for a survey, the Collector^ Mr. Simpson, said 
that tl should be immediately undertaken by a pro- 
fejisional afUcer in order that the various parcels of 
es^tate on lease and those held by the tcntints-at-will 
might be eitacily delined,as well ns the nature of the soiU 
andt in fact, every particular laid down which would tend 
to give a clear view of ihc state of the property,'" as such 
SK survey would enable the Board to determine on the 
most advij^ble means of lurniag to the best accounts 
a large parcel of the estate in the posSessioii of the 
tenanls-ai^wHIi'^ and held by them at exceedingly iow' 
rates. As has been already noticed above, a survey teas 
ordered by Government on the 5Lh of April 1803, Lieut. 
Good fellow being appointed to take charge of iL But 
whether this survey w&s undertaken at aU is not known. 
Most probably it was not* The reason of this does not 
appear. It was not till 1834 that we have an authcniLc 
survey ot Mazagon. This survey of 182^ was under¬ 
taken and hnished by Captain Dickinson^ On the lOth 
July [804 the Board again called upon the Collector to 
report what the occupying tenants would consent to pay. 


^ See pBfn? 
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lirtd wbstt fiKfa^umv he liiid pursued in accordance 
the Resolution cf Government on the accaAion of allow-^ 
Inj^ the farmers lo up their teases and directed him 
III the meantime to collect the full revenue of the allou 
nicnl 4 i of ground m these farms. On the j6th idemi the 
Collector reported that there was dye by the farmers five 
years" rent amounting to Rs. 8,675 <^ht of which he had 
recovered the greater part from the local occupants, 
amounting to Rs. 5^861-3-90, thus Jeaving a balance of 
Rs. 3 j8i3-€>-io which he considered as irrecoverable^ and 
deemed it uonecessary to take any further steps towards 
t he rea] lia lion of the ou t» land j ng bal ance. The solu tion 
of the last query what terms he was likely to obtain 
from the tenants for being suffered to rcUin their respec¬ 
tive occupancies ^* in the Board's letter is in Captain 
Dickinson's report of SepLemher 1^34. fn it he saysihat 
the rcianagcment of these farms {Bhandarwadi and 
KoljwadI Sufji; was since 1801 In the bands of the 
Lolleclor, and in the reftrcnce bemk prepared by him in 
connection with hin plan of the Survey of Mazagou these 
lands are stated to have been held of Govemmeitt ** on 
-sufferance since 180r'V 

The farming system being discourageif and dis¬ 
approved* hy the Court In ifiio> the farms of Nowghar 
and Maragon Koliwadi also which expired 00 the 30th 
.April i8to were taken out of the hand^ of the farmers 
and placed under the charge of the Collector with 

1 The fanning >ysi|em wm dk»»pproved by ihe Covrl cif DirrCUmi 

who ITT their dcapalch of the tOih wf January-ihio exprc«Hsd the 
fojlowing The farmer^ of the revenue hnve an 

mtcreai dittinet from thftl uf tEie nc^verelgn and at xn-riance with 
that of Ihe ayhject £ dt 4 tre«>t of the contrlbulDri can never move 
tfacffi to a relaxaEioii of I heir demihndH and for Ihc ctiaraeler of the 
ipovernment, they prohahLy neither fnteJ oor Care- The couve^ 
qvcore of thf^ fryKteoi generallf ii Ihnl tn rail* a toodcrale fcom 
which finds itt way to the Treanury, the pubtic are aubjecled In 
enormous euflIribHEionki tn iho admiid^Eraiion of a oe w aett Jc- 
ment the ay^iem nf farming the irvmuc we conceive to he parti¬ 
cularly inpolhio. ft keeps the Govermneol arnl the ivbjeel at a 
dithiuce^ and e»labEiBhes a medium of cornmtinicalioe between 
them degrading Eo Iho OnO and oppjfovsive to the etfaeti Thi^ 
lormer thna di*poaea of ita power lo dispense wjib nurabrrlm liEtle 
acia of ^ce and IjberaJity which cosE JUde nod aro Worth a great 
deaJ^ and she laticr in paying Ihe imposls levied upnn lilni has nol 
the cnniolaf ion of thmkirg that what he lakes from his pdvaEc- 
willgouitD the puhitc purser and that the even0:1 cnriy gains in a 
just properIfOfi lo his irirdividiMil sacriRcve^'^ 

j:-b6 
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partiiTiilar Mistriiiclians to him I□ attend (■:> the impmve- 
ulciit of the revenue derivable therefrom, (The lot 
Cbarney had already been resumed by Governmeni for 
the i£Xtea?^;ion of the Esplanade.) The lands la Xow^har 
and Maza^on Koliwadi ^vere portioned out for buildings 
Sites and a tax of j i reas per square yard was levied on 
them. This rate of ii reas being the s^me as was 
levied on the '^quit and grouad-rent'" lands in the otlier 
parLs of the island, these lands have come to be looked 
upon as held under that tenure^ althoug'h there is no 
authority for eonatdering' them as such^ 

To return to the “ SufFeraneelands (Bhandarwadi 
and Kohwadl Surji), these are reported by Captain 
Dkklnson to have consisted of ^6 5 ?urvey Nos. comprise 
in^ an area of not less than 4,95+190 square yards, ^*iti 
some of which rather expensive buildings had been 
erected^V ‘^Regarding: this tenure," he-says, 1 have 
little to add to wha[ is contained in iha l^te Mr^ Con¬ 
stable's report and is elsewhere abundantly on record, 
declaratory of ihc Company's proprietary* right at any 
time to resume this ground on payment to the occupants 
of half the valuation of any sanctioned improveinenis," 
Although wc are Ignorant of the actual terms which the 
Collector was able to obtain from the tenants^w'e c;lii get 
same Idea of the manner In which the assessment on 
these lands was fixed from letter from Collector 
WilliamsoDp dated tsl August iBr f ^ addressed to Govern¬ 
ment in eannection with the Nowghar and Ma?ragon 
Koliwadi lands* in which lie observes—This system of 
taxation* was^ in my oplnton^ founded upon a much more 
equits(ble principle than that which had been heretofore 
practised in as far as it caused ground of similar value to 
pay similar rent; whereas, according to the old system , 
one, for instance, would pay perhaps double the rent 
that his neighbours paid upon land of exactly equal value« 
For the rent was not levied according to measurement 
but paid so much for the plot; and though at its first 
adoption it probably was a fair mode of taxation^ as no 
doubt the rent was assessed according to the' vafue of 
each spot of ground at that time*'^ r 

* ti reas per yard. 
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Thrs is furtlier evempliRfd by the following extract 
from D/ckiiwon's report As ihcie lands were origin¬ 
ally butty fields, to whtcti parcels of i/m4 or grass 
ground of unequal extent were attached, a rent 
equivalent to the ancient Toca iuid in some instan¬ 
ces to u-bat it progressively attained from the sub¬ 
stitution of vegetable culture during the farming 
system is all with which they have since that period 
continued chargeable ; hence also the reason why no 
two portions of corresponding extent pay alike." Jo 
lieu of this unequal assessment and for checking a 
practice as unauthorised as it wa* productive of confu¬ 
sion in the revenue accounts Dickinson suggested the 
establishment of one uniform rate of ground rent of j 
reas per square yard for this species of lands, or in ease 
Government were pleased to grant renewable leases for 
»r years in perpetuity a rate of 3 reas per square yard 
per annum. The total assessment on these lands as 
ascertained from Dickinson's reference book of 18^4 as 
well as the rent roll of 1828 was Rs. 1.053-15-4 per 
annum. Although the management of these lands was 
with the Collector the collection of rent was for many 
years in the hands of Cawasjea Ruttonji Patell—an 
unprecedented practice—and was resumed by the Col¬ 
lector in June 1828. 

These lands and the nature of he tenure on which 
they were held did not attract the attention of the Goverti- 
ment or their officers for a very long time. In 1364 the 
Collector Mr. Scott introduced the system of writing the 
words ^*on sufferance" on the Land Revenue bills. 
This was vigorously protested against by a few holders 
who disputed the right of Government to describe the 
tenure of their lands in this way. Most of the holders 
paid the dues -'under protest," while Sir JamsetjiJijlbhov 
made a representation to Government against the action 
of the Collector, ft was forwarded in the usual way to 
the Collector for report. Mr. Norman after briefly 
stating the circumstances under which the words •' on 
sufferance " came to be inserted in the ground rent bills 
stated as follows" It does not appear that the ciccu- 
pants of such lands ever admitted that they arc mere 
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tcliftnls-al-Will, but ou Uic conlrai^ liavc iilwayi con- 
.sidered them selves the actual owners of the land subject 
to the payment of a smalt ftiuiual ground rertl+ The use 
in fact of the words * on suffemntc ' having been inserted 
in the bills in no way affects the question* and the rights 
of Government with regard to this land will never be 
decided until ihe matter goes into court.” 

In i8S6 a certain site held under this species of tenure 
was required by Government for a clinical hospital when 
the Collector consulted the Law officers of Govcrnmeai 
^vhether the site could not be resumed along with the 
improvements standing IhervOTi without payment ot 
compensation, 

Mr. Latham, the Advocate Genera^ his opinion 

in the following terms: In case the holders admit or 

have admitted ihem to he so held (r.e. on sufferance) Lhc 
lands may be resumed or the assessment enhanced. Uui 
in many cases the holders have refused to acknowledge 
that they so held and then the question is one to be deci¬ 
ded on such proof as can be obtained. But as a gen¬ 
eral rulct I should not ssipect to find that a specific limis 
Eo assessment has been esiabliribed and preserved even 
in those case?> where Government has lost or never bad 
the right of resumption.” 

In a further commnnicalion to Goveriimcnii in Decem¬ 
ber 1889, Mr. Spence expressed the following viewi.:— 
'^The lands which are held as tenanciOs-ftl-wiU but for 
which no leases have been granted are mo*it dilficuH 
10 deal w\ibr Some of them have been held for long 
periods and almost aU of them have been built over aod 
many have changed hands. Regarding those which have 
been held for more than 60 years 1 believe that nothing can 
be done in the direction of either resumption or cohance- 
nient of asscssfnent+ 10 the case of those of w^hich the 
tenure is less than 60 years old I would propose that a 
notice should be gii en of such period as may be required 
determining the tenancy but giving the tenant the option 
of having his tenancy renewed on a at years' renewable 
lease at i>ucb rates as may be fixed by the Collector. In 
several cases the right of Government to resume the 
land will be contested, more especially where houses of 
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somu vaiTiic bfivc been buiJr on ihc land, Such case*! wIJI 
have lo fchc? referred to ihe law officer.s for ndvice as U> 
whether a suit in ejectment should be filed. In cases 
where the law officers are of opinion that the land can¬ 
not be resumed, the further question of enhancement of 
assessment will have to be considered." 

Mr. Spencers proposal was sent to the AdViDCatc-Gcneral, 
who pointed out that if the land could be proved to have 
been hefd on n. tenancy-at-will even for a period of 
over 6o yoarsi the land might he resumed or the 
rent enhanced^ but no doubt proof of tenancy may 
not be possible after a great lapse of time. Although 
Mr. Spcncc*s proposal was approved by Government 
and he was asked to give effect to it^ Mr. fnow Sir James} 
Montealht who succeeded Mr+ Spence^ referred tbc 
question h,-^ck to Government It would not be ex¬ 
pedient^ he conj^idered* to demand the full rental in I he 
first instance if it is found that the rent can be increased ai 
alh ** I understand," he says In his letter of i^lh Novem¬ 
ber 1890, ** the purport of Mr. Ijitham^s two opinions 
to be that in such cases Govemmcrit may have the righi 
to increase the rent though it has not the right to resume 
without compensation/* But since Government had 
allow'ed the rent to remain at the same rate for at least a 
century and had thus given rise to a belief that ihe rent 
was fixed in perpetuity, Mr» Montcath thought that it was 
of doubtful expediency to ask for the fall rent at once. He 
suggested that In lbe.se ca.sc-s gg years^ leases at progress** 
ive rates might be ofiered fixing the rents at 1 per cent- 
on the market value of the lands for the first ten years» 

2 per cent, for the next ten and 4 per cent>^ for the rest of 
the term of 99 years. It was probable he considered that 
in order to cure a defective title some of the holders at 
any rate would accept such leases. But if any refusedp 
full rent should be dcmaiided from them and they should 
be left to e.'^tabHsh if they could a ?^pecjfic limit to the 
assessment. Further fiction was delayed pending the 
appointment and meelliig of ihe Leases Committee of 

This Committee however confined their attention to the 
consideration of the terms of the leases to be offered to 
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iifivesiors wishing' to tako tip Government vuokiit iRncJ-Si 
find did not make any reference to these Innds^ The Cdn- 
»eiL|oence was that the original subject of enhancing the 
rents on these lands was Hllogfether lost sight of until in 
December 1S9& Mr., Morison wrote to Government that lie 
was about to give elect to the long forgotten orders of 
Governmeat on thus subject. After some discussion and 
after obtaining a further opinion of the Advocate-General* 
Mr. [now Sir Basil) Seotr* which was Jo the effect that 
Government had probahtj- the right to resume the lands 
but had not evidence suf^oent to enable them to enforce 
their right in Court in ejectment suits, but that Govern¬ 
ment could re-assess the lands and would probahly be abk 
succcissfully to defend any revenue suit which might he 
instituted in conse^uenoe of the re-assessment^ Govern* 
ment parsed orders to the Collector in April 11103 to issue 
notices of the intention of Government to increase the 
assessment on these lands to the holders thereof, but at 
the same time inviting representations from the holders 
if they w'lshed to make any before the itsSesstneiit w’as 
finally flsed.^ The^^e notices w’cre isaiued by the Collector 
In July I9^^3- The increase in assessment was proposed 
to be brought in to force from jst September 1903, and 
guaranteed for 50 years from that date* 

The Severn I representations w'htch w'crc made indicated 
that the holders had no evidence of title beyond tvhat 
appeared on the records of Govern ment* and on the 
strength of the opinions of the Advocates-Genccah 
that there was nothing in the nature of the tenure 10 
reijtnct the power of Government to re-assess the 
Ix^nds, Government passed theLr final orders on the Sth 
of April 1904# Gnder these orders the holders were 
offered 99 years' rcaewafale leases on the following 
terms . (i) The value of the land was to be 

ascertained by 2 assessors—one nominated by the Govern* 
ment and one by the holder^with the Collector of Bom¬ 
bay as referee * In case of disagreement the Collector s 
decision to be hnaL fa) The a^essment to be calculated 
at 4% on the \afue' of all land in the holding cov'cred bv 
buildings and at r/5lh of t% on the value of all land In the 
holding not so covered, the measurements to be made by 
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ihi^ Collector of Bombftjv {^) The riitc of so 

nTrivecj sit to he fl^esJ for 99^ ycfir^. {4) During the first 
ten yenrs qmly of the ossessment 011 the land covered 
by buildings to be levied^ for the netst ten years only For 
ihe thirsl ten years only |th and for the remainder of the 
term the full assessment ; the jisses^mcnt on the land 
not toveftd by buildiny‘S to be levied Icr the whole term^ 
On the conversion of the land at the lower rate 

to land covered by huildtnifSp the assessment on the land 
converted to be laised and fished according to the higher 
rsite with the ^me deductions ns arc made under the 
preceding^ clause for the time helniJ : the holder tsj g^lve 
notice to the Collector bcTore crmmencingf any building# 
(6) The lease to be renewable in perpetuity subject to 
such alleratiDcis of assessment as Governmeat may 
direct at each renewal. (7) Those who did not signify 
ihe acceptance of the offer wfthin thirty days w^ere to pay 
Ihe full assessment at 4% of the value unless and until 
they proved that the lands are not liable to reasses.^ment 
or that a specific Hmit had been established and proved^ 
The assessment was levied from the tst of September 


1903, 

In the cJtse of pro pet ties devoted to charitable pur¬ 
poses, the benefit of the lower rate of assessment, 
t/3th of tX on the value of the laud in the holdings 
whether covered \vith buildings or not, was conceded by 
Government- 


Thesc offers to the holders tt'cro made by the Collector 
on the 50th of June 1:904 w ith the followfog results 


s& of 

l'AHcs, 
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J 
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Sqr^ yds, 

3Bitf xo ftoldvr^ avccplcd the Govern meni o^cT cfleueiu 
3^,6^ Holders dupuled ibc figh t ^ of Cj^vemmeR t and 
Bled suila cither 10 the High Court or ReveruMj 
Courl - ^ I 

1^*141 ^be land wu umJrr Ac^uiiitiDn nndcr f he Lmnd' 
Acquiai Uon Act. S! n month a' notice of reayisp-j 
I tJon waa iiiued to the bolder end the iuid 
1 resumed. The hotdi-r Bled a reference in ihe- 
I High Courts I 
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La.rid_Occupi«£| by the Mana^Dii houie ^A dfamiJy 
residence of Sir JamtiKlji Jijibhoy allowed to 
be held at IhooJd rrnix m.9 the raaruitofl i 

hdONfl ^Ftd it* oanapound are uK^d aiu thE rvsi- 
deticeanJ pleasure ifr^undK of ihe ho|d^ of 
Ihe litle. 

1 


Tile Slranf^r*' Priend Soddty atlawed to rDraain 

iii (30&90afiipa df t he land nE k ffomiruil rent. 

IQ 


Term 9 noi aeceplod. 

^4 
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The full iissessmcnt of 4 per rent, in the ca-i^e,*: in which 
the holders neither nccepied rhe offer nor filed stitts hnt 
not been enforced pendin^r the dedsion in the suits filed 
by some of the holders, 

The term Tenancy*ai-wjU needs little explanation. It 
denotes a tenancy whether under n formal agreement of 
not^ which can be terminated by one month’s notice on 
either side. The tenancieB-at-will commenced as far bach 
as 1850. The lands were granted to individuals withonl 
any agreement. The formal agreements in respect of 
these ards were made about the year 1870. Most of 

aS!pI?* and 

In 1^ .Mr. Charles directed hta attention to this 
class of land. He led had a statement prepared which 
showed the area of the land covered by this species 
of tenure to be ,se,st8 square yards, paying an 
^nuai revenue of Rs..,,e4o, the rates then charged 
Jmgvety much behind the market value of the lands. 
Mr. Charles proposed that the rental should be increased 
to nearly 5 per cent, on the market value of the land 

land^ '^eamended rental was estimated to amount 
to about Ra. 33.440. thus giving an increase of about 
Rs. 30^*00 over the old rental. Mr.Cbarles added that he 
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hiirdly hoped th^t the imeasiires pmpAisiHi by him wniild 
result tit once in the fiiH incrense of R.s. jq^oqo, beeHii?ie 
such An incrcnse would he stoutly contested^ and in some 
cases ihe teminis woufd rather Throw up the lands lhan 
pay more than they had heen accustomed to pay for some 
■ years past. But making every possible allowance 

Mr- Charles estimated the possibility of an Increase of 
from Rs. to^ooo to 15^000 annually^ Mr- Charles' prk>- 
pD^al could not be accepted as In uoue of the agreements 
had the power been reserved to raise the rents; anti to 
secure enhanced rents it i^^as necessary to put an end to 
the existing: agreements and to renew Ihem wt higher 
rents. 

Mr. SpcnctH who succeeded .Mr- Charles^ proposed 
to terminate the tenancy and then offer ilic tenant an 
option of a 21 years^ lease at such rate as might he 
settled by the Collector with the sanction of Government- 
His proposal was approved by Government in FebriMry 
1890, but precise instructions as regards the terms of 
the tease and the principle on ivhich ground rent wnK 
to be h^ed were not communicated to the Collector. 
This elicited n further reference to Government from 
Mr, (now Sir James) Monteath, who had taken Mr. 
Spencers place, Mr- Monteath suggested 99 years as the 
period for the lease and 4 per cent, as the basis for rent. 
He vvrote :—*' Mr^ Spence proposed that whena Tenant^at- 
will is ejected the ocCupAnCV right should be pul up to auc¬ 
tion on a a I years' renewable lease at a rate settled by the 
CoNector* tf that rate is the full interest on the market 
value of the land, little or nothing can be expected to he 
paid for the right of occupancy. In the cases in {^iiesiioa 
it wJII be necessary to hjc a rent to offer to the tenant-at- 
ivill before an auction takes place. There are some 
vacant pieces of land which could at once be put up to 
.auction ; some of them nave already been offered cm 
50 years' leases without eliciting any bids. 1 would 
sugge!?t that these plots be now offered on 99 years* 
renewable lease-s to the person who bids the highest rent 
subject to the reservation that the offer will not be 
accepted unless. Government considers; the rent bid 
adequate.-' 
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The 4Ideation of the term ol ibe leusie^ and the rate 
of i^rouind rent remained undecided until in Dccem 
ber 1898 Mr^ Mnii^nn a^ain approached Government 
On the subject He proposed to treat the tcnancics-at- 
witl ad followd x —(a) Where buildjn^5 had been erected 
on the kndst to issue notices terminating the tenant:}\ 
bwl givinir the occupant the option of having his tenancy 
renewed on a 30years* lease In oatlying and 50 year's lease 
in central localities at a rental fixed on the 4 per cent, 
basis and where no buildings had been erected, the 
tenancy to be termmated and the occupancies sold by 
auction on the following terms :—In central localities 
clear non-rencwable leases for 99 3’ears j in outlying local¬ 
ities leases for 50 years renewable for one termt rental to 
be fixed on 4 per cent, bask and two-tbirids of it to he 
taken as rent and onc^third as Initial valuation^ 

The sanction of Govemment to ihe course proposed 
having been obtained steps were taken with the following 
result i— 
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Converted into leaseholij. 



TfiEumpe vat^fiill cnntinuodoti payment of high- 
cr rimti on the piirUes executing fresh agree- 
meaU. 
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Occupaneies allowed On the siimr Icrais having 
Tigard lo the npcMrinl cireitnisiBnccs nnder 
wfaieh Ihe ianii^ were gronled^ 
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tand^ mumt 4 hy tbo Collector, 
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,4l]awed on the »ame tems a# the rent* were 
loo high to bo increxxod. 
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The didcrsfire between this figure and Sbtr. CharEcfl* fiffure ol 
ija'siS was due to the fC^umption of land between Ihe year 
1889 and iSgfi. 
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A few" istihscquefit of land^ under thus tptiutti 

hiivc been made from timp lo time w here a permEnent 
occupancy by a tenant not desirable. The present area 
o( Government lands held under tenancy-ai-will ts 74,512 
sL|uare yards and the atitiual revenue Is R.s. ^^247* 

The icrms of the a|frecmcut sig^ned hy iht tenant ol 
mid held on this tenure are :—'(1?) That no rig-hl to 
build upon the said piece of Government ground Ln 
hereby i^ranted to the ^nld tenant and that iu> buildings 
.HhaU be erected upon the said piece of Governmedl 
ground by the sittd tenzini ivfthout the con^nt of the 
Collector on behalf of the said Secrefarr of State in 
i'ouncil for that purpose first had and ubtained in 
ivriting;* (£) That the tenancy under this agtreement 
may be terminated av follows, namely, by the said tenant 
by one month's nolice such time to terminate at the end 
ot any month of the tetiancy and to be given to the 
Collector of Land Revenue Customs and Opium and by 
the Secretary of State for India in Council by one month\N 
notice such notice to be given to the said tenant or left 
at his residence by Nib Collector of Revenue 

Customs and Opium and to terminate at any time. 

((l) That the said tenant shall on the termination of bis 
Tenancy yield and deliver up to the Collector on bchaff of 
the said Secretary of State in Council quiet and peaceable 
possession of the !taid piece of ground and every part 
thereof together with all erections and buildings then 
sEEnding or being thereon- (^/) That the said tenant shaLI 
not be entitled to receive from the said Secretary of Slaic 
in Council any compensation for any improvement he may 
make on or to the land or for any expense he may be put 
to on the termination of this tenancy in or about vacating 
the same- (c) And lastly that the ^aitl tenant iviU not 
without leave of the said Collector assign or underlet 
the i^id premiipcs or any pari thereof- 

The Sanads of Bombay cover a period of 40 years Surt^di. 
from lSt4 to 1354 during which S2S sanads were issued 
under the signatures of the Collectors. They relate to 
portions of ground mostly in the Nciv Town and were 
generally issued on the application of individuals for 
huriding-sites. The Sanads appear to have originated 
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thr-^u^h lack of 3 claiiije nnnexcti to ihc^ receipts for the 
quit and ground!-rent land ileclurtng the ^nid lands to 
be resum able by the Honourable Com pan They were 
mostly of three ilifferent typewith tbe exception of a 
few special grants made for some specific purposes. 

Tbe First of these types under which the grantee was u 
mere tenant at-tv»]I at the mercy of (lovernment was in 
use from iSf;^ to It mn as follows :—^*TJils ja lo 

certify that Collector of the Honourable Com¬ 

pany's rents and revenues of Bombay, in consequence of 

an order of Govern merits dated..have ^rnoted 

to.spot of vacant ground situated 
contaTmng.„„,»*,?fquare yards the said«..- »...» having 
agreed to p.ay rent at the rate of 11 resis per square yard 

amounting to Rs,-qr-H.**.- ** reas^»» ■♦^annually to tbe 

Honourable Company^ and ftiriher has engaged to pav 
for the aforesHEd spot of ground such additional rent as 
Government may from time to time think proper to fix 
and that it shall be optional with Government to resume 
the same at their pleasure.'" 

This type was modified by Government In November 
1823. In Consequence of this the gmiilee felt greater 
security in his tenancj’, and could hope for a moru 
equitable return for the loss of his occupancy and 
lor the Value of iinprovements made hy him. This 
type was as Follows ! -^^*This is to certify that 
’ - * “ - ■ has the permission of Governmeat to 

occupy the space in the New Town denoted by No* 
in the plan of the Revenue Survey containing . . . . 

'square yards upon payment into this olfioe nnntially in 
the month of Jana aiy^ at the rate of ^ * ,the square 

yard tbe said ground to he at any time resumahle by 
Government for public purposct s\% months* notice 
being previously given and a just vnluation of ail 
buildings or other improvements thereon being paid to 
the owner, the amount of which a Committee appointed 
by Government is in such case to determine." This type 
was in use until the issue of snnads countermanded 
hy Goverment in 1844^ 

The third type was only used in the case of the grants 
nf land in Colahn. Ji was as follows v —This indenture 
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mtidt the . . . day of . . * between the 

HtiDourabie United Company of Merchantii of Eag- 
land tnidiEi^ to the East Indies i?n the one pari 
-****. iiihabitaiit on ihe othei' purl 
WjTNftsiSETH thiit for the Consideration hereinaftermen^ 
lioncd the said UNireu Companv have and hereby do 
j^ranL a piece or parcel of ground situated an the Ulaiid 
of Colaba and containing by admeasurement ...... square 

yards more particularly described by a plan thereof 
deposited in the Collector's office. To have and lo hold 
iht said piece or parcel of ground auto the said 
as Tcnant-at"Will yielding and paying therefor yearly 
and every year unto the said United Company at the 
Office of the Collector the clear yearly rent or sum of 
Rs. ...^.without any dedyctioii or abatement thereout on 
any account whatsouverp and it is hereby agreed and 
declared that lu case the said annual rent or sum of 
Rs* *—- shall be behind and unpaid by the space of five 
days neitt after the lime when the same shall become due 
and payable it shall he lawful to and for the said United 
Company to distraici for the same together with the 
amount of interest from the day on which the said rent 
becomes payable. In witness w'hereof the said parties to 
these presents hai-e hercynto set their hands and seals 
the day and year first above wrillea+"^ 

"fhe Colab a Sanads w'hich were iSS in number were 
all granted bctiiveen istMayand 13U1 December iSt^. 
All of these were in time cancelled and the lands granted 
there under resumed in the years 1^23 and iS66j when 
the limits of the Colaba Cantonments were extended. 

The fianads in the Collector's office are cither copies or 
duplicates of the original grants. The copies or dupli¬ 
cates of the Sanads issued after ist fliay i 3]5 have an 
endorsement made on them and signed by the grantees 
iu the presence of w'itnessea to the effect that they 
agreed to the conditions mentioned in the grants and 
had received the origioals thereof. The Issue of Saxtads 
was countermanded by Government orderi dated a^th 
July iS44, when Govemmein ordered that nu Government 
ground should be given except under tease for a eertatu 
period of years. 
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No ^epfirate rent-rollf; explanatory of the exact natut^ of 
the San ads were prepared, the binds having been entered 
in the rent rolls for the Quit Jind g^round rent lands and 
receipt blits Issued tinder that tennre. It was not fill 
1903 that the long forgotten Sanads were brought; to 
light. The diseoveo' of a Sanad in the High Coart 
suit—Hari Pandurang w. Secretary' of State^—led to 
Inquiries being made as to the existence of other Sanads. 
The Sanads were thereafter very carefully indexed, and 
in May 1904 Government olTercd the holders of Sanadl 
lands a more permanent tenancy of a $0 years* lea^e^ 
renewable for another 50 years. The rent for the first 
term of 50 years w^as to bo a per cent* on the value of the 
land^ in the case of the San ads of the first type^ and 1 
per cent, in that of the second, and for the second term 4 
per cent^ in both cases« These orders were subscquentlv 
modified in April 1906 and again In 190S by a further 
□ffer of a conversion into Quit and ground-rent tenure on 
payment by the holder of a certain amount of premium or 
m the alternative an additional annual assessment repre¬ 
senting 4 per cent, of this premium. 

l.and Revenue in Bombay is administered under the 
Bombay City Land Revenue Act, No. fl of 1876, as 
amended by Act 111 of 1900. The land revenue adminl^ 
stration of (be Presidency Town difi^ers widely from that 
of the mofussiL The earliest legSglution for the purpose 
of administering the land revenue in Bombay tvas Regula^ 
tion Noi XIX of rSjy ivhich was repealed and superseded 
by Act I! of 187b. But the old law was as far as possible 
preserved^ The only portion in the Act of 1876 whidi 
was new was that which referred to the survey which 
immediately preceded it and to the mnintefiance of the 
survey boundary marks# the object being to preserve and 
utiliae the very complete survey of the tsiand w^hich had 
been ellfected at great expense. 

The Act of IS76 was amended by Act ill of 1900. The 
amendment principally related to the levy of certain fee?i 
ID respect o-f notices denlanding payment of arrears of 
revenue and to the removal of encroachment on Govern- 
metit lands. 
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Uiwltr the Act in forces ihe chief conlfollin^ authorliv 
in all mivttcrs eor^necteil with the land revenue the 
Collcclor of Bombay, subject to the Governor in Couneit. 
He Ls a^<iij^ted in the udminlstralinn of revenue by a 
covenanted a^iiiiistant. 

The first ^ippointment of Collector of Bombay as far as 
it can be Inferred from the records m bin ofhee appears to 
have been made about the year 1715* The Collector was 
then styled the Collector of the Honourable Contpany^ji 
Rents and Revenues " and was aJso responsible for the 
collection of bait and Abkari reveniie+ His destination 
under the RcialaLianof iSj; was Collector of Bom bn_v/' 
J:(esidcs the land revenue he liad to collect the marketTce:s 
and the house und ivhcel taxes. In June 1S38 the Land 
Revenue and Sea Customs departments were consolidat¬ 
ed With separnte establishments and the officer was 
styled *" The Collector of Customs and Land Rcvoniie^ 
Bombay, ^ In Ma_y 184^ thtse joint offices were sepamted 
and on the same occasion the appointment of the Superin¬ 
tendent of Stationery having-- been abolished it was 
combined with I hat of the Collector of Land Revenue* 

Between 1645 and 1S50 the Collector of t^and Revenue 
was relieved of the duty of collecting the house and w'heel 
taxes as well as the shop and stall-tax* In November 
iS^a> the Land Revenue and Ahkari departments were 
placed under an uncovenanted officer who was called 
** Collector of Bombay" and lie was placed under the 
Collector of Customs ** to the same extent as a Mofussil 
Land Revenue Collector was under the Revenue Commis¬ 
sioner-'' The management of the Balt Revenue was 
transferred to the Collector of Customs. In 1861 Gov¬ 
ernment having decided that no uncovenanted officer 
should be appointed Collector of Bombay, the orders of 
1852 were amended in M^y jB6y and the Collector of 
Bombay was made independent of the Collector of 
Customs. In April iSSb the Collector wa* made 
offkfQ CommisstOTier of [nccme-txix. In 18S7 when the 
Collector's office was removed from the Secretariat office^i 
to the Town Custom Houses the appointnicnt of CoElec-i 
tor of Bombay and Collector of Customs and Opiiiiti were 
amalgamated and the officer was called ** Collector of 
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Land Revenue^ Custcjn^i and Opium^ Bombay/* In tht 
name year he wais appouited Registrar of Bombay, fn 
lgo6 (March) the Custom:;^ Department haviTi|^ been 
transferred to the direct control of the Government of 
India^ the Land Rcvenkie and Customs Departments were 
again separatedp the former being placed nnder * the 
Collector of Bom bay,' 

The Collector of Bombay la now^ besides being ihe 
Collector of Land Revenuup Collector of Abkarip SupeHn- 
tendent of Stamps and Stationery^ Registrar of Bombayp 
and Com m i ss loner of I ncomc-Ta Jt* He fu riher su perrises 
the working ot the Tobacco Act» the Steam Boiler fn- 
spection Act, the Indiati Factories Act, the Cotton Duties 
Act^ the Printing Press Act and the Court Fees Act 
(Pauper Suils)^ He is a member ot the Cit} 

Improvement Trust'. 

The appointment of an Assistant lo the Collector 
appears to have been made about the year 1771- The 
duties of the Assistant were not specifically laid down by 
Governifieni. They were principally the following:— 
Supervising the preparation of the rent^roHs^ signing 
the bills, checking accounts of the several Kecciversi 
examining and regiiitaring deeds of sale and notices 
of transfers^ &c. In October iSSfi the Collector of 
Land Reveniiei Customs and Opium obtaiaed Government 
sanction for the allotment of duties to the Assistant 
Collector on all matters relating to transfers of lands 
and the coJIection and default ol land revenuci The 
Assistant Collector exercises a gene rat supervision over 
the Land Revenue and Survey offices and the Steam 
Boiler Inspection office, and is also Chief Inspector of 
Factories. 

^The Land Revenue establishment cansiats of a Head 
Licrk and Head Accountant and sixteen other clerks wbOi 
together with the meniid staff, are maintained at an 
annual charge of Rs. 15.354, 'Hiis branch look^ after 
the correspondence, accounts, collection of land revenue 

* Bcrar« i^ouhc WAS * lacinberor tbe Port Trait. When 
Ihtfdutiei were jKpnrated Ihe Cohectorof ChsIoib* miMie 

r^-p^«mi:nilKror tl»Pi»iTnularrd iht Collector of Uomhmy 
af Iho traprovtrcnrnt Tft»i, 
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iiiid Chig records of the Collector of Uombay. Ie ulso 
r^ig^lstcrs triioiifers of laiidM. 

'Die Revenue Survey OlEce was uboli^bed in 1837, ;ind 
ibc necessity of providing means of discovering etiqrrosich- 
inent^ on the piiblic ground having been pressed by the 
Colleclpr on the iittention of Government they iittaehed 
to Lhe Collector's Department, in iSjs, three surveyors, 
and suhseqiientJy a ibnrth. This staff constituted the 
original Survey estubiishmeat of the Colkclor^ It now 
coftsisLs of the Head Surveyor as.sisted by seven sur¬ 
veyors^ This establishment is maiotamed at int annual 
charge of Rs. The Survey oflice is responsible for 

the mauitenance of the Surrey records and plans, and for 
the assessment and valuation of iands nud for the inspec¬ 
tion of and the removiU of encrpucbmcfits on Govern^ 
mcnt |and&. Ie bis also to survey and demarcate lands 
for acquisition or for the grant of leases and to value pro¬ 
perties for the purpose ot stnrnp-duEy. 

^ Jt is ihc duty of the Collector^ subject to the orders of A>>e#inii?nt. 
Government, to 'fix and to levy assessment for l^nd 
revenue, the settlement of such assessment being made 
with the superior bolder of the laodp The right to assess 
and collect the reventie on all lands occupied can be 
affected only when there is a right on the part of the 
occupant in limitation of the right of Gavernment to 
If the laud be occupied Governmenl may 

unless the occupant, on whom the ^nus pm- 
^indt ivoiild appear to lici Can establish u right to bin or 
limit the exercise of that right on the part of Govcrn- 
uient. When there is no such rignt on ihe part of thc 
nccupanl, the assessment is fixed at the discretion of the 
Collector, subject to the control of Government. But 
whenever there is such a right fin consequence of a specific 
limit to ass^xiyment having been established and 
preserved the assessment cannot be ttiade to exceed such 
specific limit. The specific limit so created vurles with ihe 
nature of the tenure. The only tenures under which the 
uss^essmenl on lands h.15 been permnneotlj fixed urv 
Pension and Tax, -Quit and Ground Rent and Koras+ 

Lands held under Pension and Tax pay by the luriiip 
without reference to urea and the asse-SNment over these 
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cannci be altered except in great emergency', ?itich the 
b ui! dm g of * * Ckies, Towns and fort ifies I ion ?i. T f) e qii i E 

and ground rent!;! on lands arc now recognised a^ per- 
manentiy fixed and not liable lo revision- There 
however been no judiciai decision as to whether there i> 
a specific Umit to the enhaocemcrit of the assessment on 
these lands. More than a ceatuQ- has passed without 
any attempt having been made to vary the assessmenE 
on these Innds,^ and the use of the term ^ quii-rent' itseli 
appears to imply a specific linui. The Poras lands have 
been enfranchised by Act Vtof 1S51* 'The rights of tht' 
Company in all these lands have beeEi, since July 1S51, 
extinguished in favonr of the persons who held the same 
respecltveiy ns the immediate rent-payers to the Company^ 
subject to the rents severally payable in respect of these 
lands. 

Ttie tenures which reserve the right to CiovcmmeEiE 
of revising the assessment periodically are Tolsa^ Fora^ 
Toka and land newly ^i^sscssed- The Iasi revision of the 
BMises-sment on Toka and Foras Tokn lands was made iti 
rSjQ with a guarantee for 50 years : that on new^ly 
asi^cssed lands in 1S99 with a guarantee for years for 
outlying and 50 for cent rail and s. Jnam hinds are free 
from any demand on account of land revenue^ Leasehold 
lands require no ^special mention. The assessments are 
regulated in accordance with the conditions in the leases^ 
In Sanadi lands the original assessments cannot be 
revisedi but the lands can be rejiumed for public purposesr 
In a very fciv ca^s^ the hinds enn either be resumed at 
pfeastire or rc-asses.sed at higher rates from tiinc to lime. 
In ** SufTerance^' lands, it has been held by the Law 
Ofiicers of Govcfnment that no specific limit to assessineni 
has been established and preserved. Government have 
lately Gsercised the poivvr of enhancing l he assessmenl 
on most i'f these lands* This action on ihe part of 
G ovc rumen I has been ills puted and the Judicial determi¬ 
nation of the legal cighrs of Government is pending ax 
present. Fee Simple Inndjt can never be assessed^ the 
alienation of thc.su lands being made by Government 
without any reservaHon- Chari table lands will presum¬ 
ably boar no assessment or altcralton of assesament ,^0 
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\ong as they lire being used for charitable purposes. The 
basiH nt present adopted in Bombay for the asscssmtni 
on hndi IS 4 percent, return on the value of the Und. 
But the Collector is authorised lo loiver rales if the 
circumstances pf any case require special con^^ideratioii. 
It is a standing order in the Collector's office that 
when It js proposed to enhance assessment a preliminary 
notice shall be given to the persons concerned lo enable 
them to make imy representatipn they may desire before 
ibe enhancement is linally determined. 

For each of the several items of Land Revenue de¬ 
nominated Pension and Tax, Quit and Ground Rent^ 
Fori^s, Tnkn, &c, there is a separate rent roll showing 
the name of each holder and she amount due bv bim. 
The toiHl of the rent roll gives the annual amount or. 
account of each head. There is a separate column in 
the rent roll for everj^ year ant* the rent due for one 
year is, at its close, tmoscribed in the column for the 
next year with such alterations may be rendered 

necessary by mercase or decrease of holdings or by the 
grant of new loasesp every nlteraiipn being aliened bv 
ihe sTgnaiiire of the Collector or the Assistant Colrector 
and the authority for it quoted. The former practice of 
colfecting the land revenue \%ns to prepare bills for the 
amount leviable on holdings which were signed by the 
Collector or the Af-sistant Collector. Such bills w^ere 
then allotted 10 the Receivers for realisation, an account 
being kept ivkh each Receiver in which ho was debited 
with the amount of the hHls entrusted to him and 
credited with the sums paid by him into the Collector's 
Office. 

This practice of collecting the land revenue through 
the Receivers was abolished in 1880, atid the holders 
tbctnseivcs were required to bring their dues to the 
CoKeciOr"s Office- The cierks in charge of the coilec- 
lions prepared bjll:s on a printed form of the amount due 
from each rent payer and w^hcn the money was paid in. 
handed over the bills signed by them selves ns receipts 
rpf the payments, 

Thcpmcliceof preparing beforehand the bitls which 
when Signed became receipts was sEopped tn iSBqt»ii the 
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discover^’ of thc^ ni"krsapprc>prtiitIon ijf ccrU^ifi monfivs by a 
rent roll ct^-rkt wha, to e^c^ipe detecttoiii had preparcil 
duplicate bills tor amoutii-s actually paid. The Collector 
Mr. Spence thereupon direcled tbal (he bills sfhouJd not 
be prepared urtiil the sums to which they referred were 
brought for paymeou fn the subsequent year Mr 
Monteath Introduced another change in consultatix* 
with the Accountant Gcaorat- Instead of these paj- 
merits bein|^ made to the rent roll cterkSi they were 
ordered to be made to the shroflT to whom the holders 
were required to take the bUl^ prepared by the rent roll 
clerks as sbowmg" the amount due* In 1904 the system 
was slightly modlhed^ iaasmuch Jis the rent roU clerk 
now^ first prepares a bill and {before sig;niii r it hint^eir) 
transfers it to the shroff for recovering the money and 
initialing the bill which is ih^n re-transforred to the rent 
roll clerk who notes the date of payment in the rent rotS+ 
writes the amount as ivell as the names and addresses of 
the real payers in his register, si ^^ns the bill snd hands 
it over to the owner. It is also noGliid that no receipt 
wiU be acknowledged that is not signed both by the 
Shrofi* and the Account-clcrk. 

As compared with the value of land in Bombay the 
total amount of laud revenue is admlltedly very small and 
is not capable of very material or rapid increase as the 
assessment on the greater portion of the laad is per^ 
manenlly fixed. 

Land Wevenuc is divided into (ij fixed or permanent 
and (a) fiiictuating or mtscellaneous. The fixed or per- 
manent revenue is subject to increase when the assess¬ 
ment on lands liable to revision is revtsed or when fresh 
grants of Ooveriiment lands are made or surplus larid^ 
are brought under rent rolls. It is decreased wrhen lands 
subject to Ifind revenue ure resumed or acquired by 
Government or added to the public streets or whi^ii they 
are relinquished by the holders if they find the 
sesiiitient too heavy to pay j also when the cess on the 
lands IS redeemed. In 1841-43 the fixed land reveaui wa^ 
Rs* 651893- U steadily rose to Rs. in 

i86j-6i owing ta rent being charged on the MazagJu 
Estate H ro^ to Rs- 77+106. In 1871-72 new ICMes on 
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the Esplanade ntd in Cob bn ircreasfcd h to H-S> S4p569k 
The rent of the Clare and Carnac liendars^ which wa^i 
from 1S63-4 detifed ro ihe head flu'^hndn^ revenue^ \^&e 
tra nsfernd to fixed land revenue in The enhance- 

meni oi reties iT rei t on newly aiv*^s£cd lands in 1900-1 
caosed the lifi:Lre to rbe 10 Rs. 4,65,397,* The separate 
ftems of fixed and leventin were Toka on Govemmerit 
villages Rs- 06,531 ; ren>^cn and Tax (Jlombay) Rs-5,437; 
Pension and Tax i^fahI^|n] Bs^ 9,446; QuU and Ground 
rent Rs. 3^1 o 5 o; Rent of l&nd newFy a^'^ess^id under 
Bornbay Act tj of Rs, 20,154; Koras bnd acitled 

under Act VI of 1851 Rs, 7.348; Leasehold Rs, 53,470 ; 
Fishponds Rs, 07; Rent of the Clare arrd Cnroac 
Bunders Bs, 1,13,3^5 j Mody Ba^^ rmperml Estate 
Rs, ti%tBS^ ^anadl lands Rs. 4^643^ Sutferance lands [n 
Mazagon Ks- 4^634 and blampura lands Rs. S6. The 
Improvement Trust, the Railway Companies and the 
Municipality have bean acquiring enormous afeas of bnd 
in Bnnib^y IsFand during the List few years. The 
Government As-sc^stnent thereon b enpitaliped at 35 years' 
purchase and paid outright by the acquiring body* The 
commuifetion of small as^ssments b also operating in the 
^ame direction. In the eight yearn ending 1907-8 the 
ITT cunt s^truck olT »he lent rolls on account of acqubitlcn 
of land for public bodies wsUJ Rs* 7,752 and by commula- 
tic n of ussesif^ineiit RSp 477. The most Important item of 
nuctuatlng revenue Is the safe of land or occupancy 
rights (inc uding re jemptien of ccss On land and rent of 
land held on icmpcrary occupancyL In that head are 
also included renis paid for lands held on tenancles-at- 
willp rent of railway l^nd^ or paid by the Port Trust 
for lands In their iemporary occur^tion* fees for .^earch^ 
irig the Collector'^ record and for faking copies there¬ 
from,. capitalb^ii ;ibatcni(<nt of revenue and other sundry 
value of terns. 

The subject of rcdcmpilon dates as j‘f*r back aij. 1B37* 
In the GoverritTtent letter, dated 20th December 1827, the 
Assistafit ColFeclor in charge was desired by Government 
** to^jovite lenders for the fedempticn of the land tax in 
perpetuify,^* A draft advertisement for carrying the 
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measure into ofTect wa^ Hubmiued b> Iftm, TJit matli-r 
however was dropped at this stage for reasons 
unknown. In 1832 Mr llnjoe took np tiit question 
and made a report sugge^tting (he redempJ ion of the 
hind taK of whatever dei^crtption at jo to 25 ycar>" 
purchase. Before passing orders on Mr- LVucc's letter, 
Government called for precedents from Calcutta, The 
sjrstem then prevalent in Calcutta w'as redemplion for 
limited periods at the rates given as fqttows:—Tor fo 
years at 7J years' piirchiuie ; for 15 at io| years ; for 
at 14 years and for 30 at t$ years' purchase. 

fn 1S44 the Collector ivjis asked by Government to 
report on the cspediency of adoptii^ the same measure 
for the island of Bom hay. The Collector pointed out the 
objections to it. The adoption of the measure said 
hMt. Spooner, could only be carried out ivitb advantage 
provided it wa^ general and thu-s enabled Government to 
discharge the u'hole or the chief pan of the establishment 
at prejsent employed in the reali^sntion of the revenue. 
The objection to its adoption is that at present the reve¬ 
nue is collected annually from nil ihe land on the island 
subject thereto. If^ how^everp isolated portions lying in 
different parts of the island were to be eKempi from the 
payment of revenue for periods varying from to to So 
year$ many of them wmuld be lost sight of and the reve¬ 
nue might not be re-imposed when the land became again 
subject to it. Thus* even If the Government rights in 
respect to them should not he lost for everp certainly much 
conluston and loss would ensue. Changes of occupancy 
would be more likely to he overlooked, and in the absence 
of the scrudray which takes place on the transfer uf land 
from one party' to another^ the dilBculty' of deteuimg en¬ 
croachments would be grcntly enhanced." The scheme 
was therefore abandoned. 

In 1873 Ravensreoft suggested the redemption for 
ever of the ** Pension and Tax *' revenue,* His proposalt 
in w'hich the Governmeitit of Bombay entirely concurred^ 
was submitted to the Government of India for sanction. 
The Government of India approved of the proposal for 
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but iiiccd ihc riurnbcr ib>r pkir-cEisi&e at 2f^ 

mislead of 20 jH-s by tbc Collciztur. It urk 

s^ibiicqaenlty ruined li> by the Goi'ernment of [ndiu 
111 

Jn 191:^ 4.>ii ii reeoninietidatioii from tb^ CoUccloir^ 
i»ovffrnmeiU have authorls^ed the redemption in pcrpetuily 
of the rents, not eifceedini; Rs. ro on kindt; held on 
Quit and GrounJ rent and Koras ten ares -vt 30 years* 
purchase^ the rents under these tenures being held as 
perinanently f]Kod. Thus lands held under Pension and 
Tait, Quit and Ground rent and Korns are aUowed to 
have llieir ecss reilcemed. The number of Pension und 
Tax HiEls redeemed up to rst jemuan" igio is 1,366 ; ihai 
of Koras l and of Quit and Ground rent 134^ 

The claijn of Govemmeat to the land revenue h^rs M.tiv*r\u 4 
precedence over any other debl^ demand, or claim, what- ■**^"®*^ 
soever* vvliethcr in respect of mortgage, judgment ^ decree, 
execution or attachment ngninst any land or the superior 
holder thereof. If the land revenue is nol paid nt or 
ivi thin the time when It becomes payable, J4 notice of de-^ 
mand is served on the supeficr holder or on the pcriion m 
possession or on both. Every person lo whom such 
notice is issued is chargeable with A notice fee varying 
from annas 8 To Rs* 3 but in no case CKceeding the amount 
of the land revenue In respect of which such notice is 
drawn. If nfler a lapse of 20 days after service of ihe 
notice of demand the land revenue still remains unpaid 
it is lawful for tlie Collector to levy the same by attach¬ 
ment or distraint of the land on which I he revenue is due 
or of Any other property belonging to the defaulter,, a 
warrant being Issued in that respects Fees varj-ing from 
onc*hnir to ten rupees are made payable by the defaulters 
on ce rial El scalc+ The property so attached or distrained, 
whether rnoveable, or immoveable is sold by public auction 
hut not until at least 13 days alter notice of the same hms 
been published in the Bombay Government Gazette. 

CompuLsory process against a ilefauUer is withheld oti 
his paying or tendering the amount due, under protesl^ 
or on his institulingp or on hk giving security that he will 
within 30 days institute a suit before the Revenue JnJge 
to conlesi the legality of ihe demand The Collector may 
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iJemund fsecurity from tlie defnuruir that ho will pondlni; 
Jocision of neither £|uU the jurisdictlDii nor reoiove 

Or transfer his property without smtlsfying the Govero- 
ment demand. If the sale of the defaulter's property fnore 
than satisfies the Government demand for Iftnd re veil ue ^ 
mcludinj;;^ costofcxccutloni the balance is refunded to the 
defaulter. IF however ihe sale does not praduce satlsfac^ 
tion of the demand, Jhe Collector is empowered to c&tise 
the defaulter to be apprehended and confined In the Civtl 
Jailj such imprisonment not exceedin|;f one day for each 
rupee of (he nmoiint due. 

All unoccupied lands within the city of Bombay and 
every unoccupied porlion of the foreshore below high 
watermark is declared to be the property of Government, 
subject nhvnys to the rights of ivny and all other rights of 
( he public legally subsisting. The tlispo*$al of any Govern¬ 
ment land or foreshore rests with the Collector subject to 
the sanction of Government. 

The disposal o( Government land in the early part of 
the iQlh century was generally made by means of ihe 
issue of Sanads^ The grants were made on small 
rents, but reserving the riyhts of Government to resump¬ 
tion of the lands ivhencver required for pnMic purposes 
on six months' notice and on pay men i of the compen.sation 
for (he buildings and improvements made on them hy the 
grantees^ The saoads were disconlimicd in 1844 and 
leases Were tn trod weed, the standing orders of Govern^ 
ment being * (bat no Gov'ernmcnt ground should be given 
except under leases for a certain period of venrs."' The 
terms of these leases and the conditions on which thfiv 
have been iisunlly granted vnry with the difTTcfcnt local¬ 
ities in which lands arc fUtimted. The rents fixed on the 
lands were uiitd iFga very small, but since that year they 
have been invariably based on n 4 per cem, return on the ■* 

value of the fand. ^ 

Government latids have also been disposed of oti ^ 

“newly assessed" luid teraocyat-wni’■ tenures. 
Whenever the lessees or grantees are found to fee too 


* See p*.g^ ^l;^. 
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poor t& bear the chnr^es &l tht: Gcvveriiment Scillcilcir far 
I he preparelion of the leaser ar other tncidental e^epen;^, 
the IjipcJk are ^'%'^en an ** neu ]y a^ises^ed lenurcK^ the 
asses.smcntB beinpf fixed oti the 4 per cent, ba?ti!ii and 
^uanintced for it certain number of year.s—tn^ually 301 
worn climes 30, They are liable to revisEou at the cod of 
Pbese temtiji* Whenever it is cDnsidered expedient that 
the permaneiii rf|;ht of occupancy should not be jftvcn 
away or that the funds should not be used for buildings, 
the lands are given on icnancEcs-al'WilL'* The renls 
on such lauds nre tisually recovered monthly and areiixed 
nt a 4 to $ p^r cent, return on the vulue of the land. 

The i^tVQv made by Colon el Laughton tinder the The 
jtiiihorlty uf Government from 18G5 to 1S72 is called 
the '‘Bombay City Survey."* (The del ails of this 
survey are given undrr ** Surveys.'") The demarcatian of 
lands made under this survey and all the records per- 
Eaining to it are taken as firimd /acre evidence for the 
purpose of the land revenue administratSk n In Bombay* 

The CofTector however has power to alter or to correct 
any entry in the Survey Record in pursuance of a decree 
or ordrr of a eompetcrit Court or on the appBcatian ofthe 
parties Interc-^ted in the lands< The superior holders of 
l:;inds were made rei^ponsTble for ihe mainlenance and 
good repair of the stsrvey boundary marks of I heir hold- 
ingst and in case of destruction or removal of a boundary 
mark, they could be called upon to renew it at their own 
expense* The boundary marks were principally fixed on 
faniUi tying to (he norlh of Byculla* fn the town proper 
all the holdings were demarcated by vigils or buildings 
and there was no necessity to place any boundary marks 
except in isohited places^ The position of the bounda^ry 
marks was shoam by small red circles by Colonel Ijiiigh- 
ton cm his ttiupis. 

The annual examination of boundary marks was first 
started in 1892-3^ bnl owing to Insufficiency^ of the staif 
was continued in a desultory manner tUt igoa-oj. In tgoi 
ihe Collector instJtuled a thorough examifiatlon of all the 
boundary marks and found ihat 110 lesis than 11,598 marks 
out of 18, J74 had disappeared. The dbappeamnee of the 
hcninjary marks wn^i, reporled to he due to /nteulional 
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Jes^lriicticn hy iht* psirlti^s, {£) their beh]|^^ ^iCiridcnily knock¬ 
ed down and >*ub^eqiieii|ly rentored^ {c] their removal by 
person.^ for the >fake of the metx^f. and fi/j by thetr being 
buried under roads^ reclanmiion;? and biiTidiajTs, Colonel 
l^u^hto^i had Hxed the baiindary mark:^ wherever he 
round list feuliireH of the ground necessitated their pre¬ 
sence. Ko regular inquin- was made nor was any settSi;- 
meni ofafcjis effected according lo ih^ac houndan' marUs. 
So far as the interests of Govern mem were eoncerned 
there was no necessity to renew ihem except for pre.scrc- 
jng Colonel La ugh ton survey. They only demarcated 
the boundaries of private holdings ta winch the Covern- 
meot were not usually called upon to interfere- Fur 
these reasons the Collector reported to Government 
that In his opinion a general renewal of boundary marks 
was not necessary lor any revenue purpo-Ses. Govcri^ 
ment accepted hiii vlciv* in consequence of ^vhkb the 
general examination of the boundary murks has* since 
190aI been discontinued. 

The quantity ol land in any holding in excess of ihe 
quantity paid fur is surplus land. Surplus may bo due 
to encroachment cni Government hi [ids* encroaohniont 
nn private landsp ajid dilferencc in measurenicnts. 

The operation of ihe Revenue Survey from J814 to 
i82j having brought to light numerous encroachments 
on Government lands, Governmoni auiborJzed the 
Collector either to its-sess or to resume all such lands, but 
with instructions to procccLl with caution and to try the 
question hy a suit at law in the first instance of opposi¬ 
tion. The questioi!i xvas never brought into a Court of 
law, and the rosumption or asT^essment of the lands form¬ 
ing the encroachments as a general rtieasiire a ever look 
place. .Vdvantnge was however taken of Individual 
cases as they came up for registration of transfer, and a 
large quantity of land was brought On the Collector 
rent rolls. Urtti] 1K44 it was customary, when there was 
any building on the surplus land or when it had been 
in the occupation ot a party for a fong time, to enter il 
in the Collector^ bouks^ ihe assessment being pro¬ 
portionally increo-sed and arrears kvied in a majority of 
rasc-^- In August 184^ tinvernineni siuthorizcd, irk 
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.liJditmi] lo the b^iek rcnl, tiie levy of ;i fair valuation for 
rhe pcrmissiori to occupy the exec.^^; Inotl and ndd It to 
ihe title of the party. 

In (846 a penalty of per cent, fin tlie currcol value 
of the fjroiind was ordcrcti to be enforced biit only in 
those cases where the unpaiuliori^scd occupation of the 
ttovernmeni land was of recent dale, and the party who 
desired to have it added to his holding was the same 
person who made the encroachnienl^ In 1851 tfiisu^as 
hirther modified and in addition to double the value of 
the ground^ rent at double the usual rate both in arrears 
and for the future ivas charjijed in those cases in ivilich 
the uncroaehment was less than co years’ stondin£f» ihe 
earlier encroachments beinj^ charged in accordance with 
^he orders of 1844 and 1846^ In 1863 Government laid 
down a rule that arrears of rent for 30 years only should 
he levied an ca^es in which the encroach meats had been 
recorded in the Survey hooks for upwards of 20 years, 
but tJiat in cases in ivhich the encroach menu, thoujjh of 
more than ao years’ stand in had not been recorded in 
the Survey book^, i^ln^^le valuation and single rent 
should be demanded^ In 1W63 Government authorized 
ihe Collector to levy arrears of rent for the last ao years 
without valuation in all cases of Foras I'^reohold lands. 
ITicse different orders remained m force till tBjh when 
the City of Bombay Lund Revenue Act was paired, 
"fhe asi^essment of surplus land iva.s thereafter regulated 
by Sections S, 36 and 28 of this Act. 

The encroachment7<^ on Government hinds liave been 
:^lnce 187$ classed under three head^^ ;is follow's : 
bi) Eincroacbmenls made after the passing of the Act: 
(A> those made within 20 years before the passing of the 
Act, jIc,, between the years 1856 and 1876 ; (c) those 
prior to the year 1856. Encroachments under Class {s) 
arc dealt \vith under Section 26 of the Act. This 
section gives the Collector pow'cr to summarily abate or 
remove such encroachments, ft nljso wjthin the 
di^rcTton of the Collector to cause a notice to be posted 
on or near the land and published in the 
G^rK/neMf Oaseffr and require the removal of the 
encroachment uu'thin u reasonnble lime and to lev> 
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ii fine not ex€eedifi|^ Rs* far dny ilu- vncrcftch- 

iiient rontinites nfier the date ^xc4 in I he notice^ 
Hut it IS also competent to the Colleclor tviih the 
previous sanctioEi of Governmentt and if the person 
makiapf the encroachment sa desireg to charge him a. sun> 
not exceeding' five times the value of the land ntid to 
fix an assessment not exceeding five times the ordinary 
land revenue thereupon, and to add sttch land to the 
title of the eiu^roacher. No arrears of asMSs^tnent arc 
ehat^^^ed tinder this htading^. 

Encfoachmenta under clasii arc dealt Aviib under 
t>FCE:ion of the Act. The Collector is authorized to 
charge the person making such cnercachment or the per^ 
son who is in occupation of the land so encroached upon 
a sum not exceeding double the value of the Fand and an 
asEiessment not exceeding double the ordfn^ary land reve¬ 
nue thereon. The arrears of assessment at the same 
rate are recovered from the date when the encroachment 
was first made« 

F^ncroachments under chis-s jc) arc assessed under 
Section 8. No valuation is charged tn respect of them. 
Till iQoz there ivcre no definite orders of Government 
about assessing such lands. The practice for a long 
lime folloxved was to levy a very mod era le assessmetit* 
The rates ivrrc fixed in 1879. Hid these rates were 
gradually set aside and new rates xvere fixed on the 
basis of a 4 per cent- return on the current market 
value of landsH- In N'Qvember 190J the Collector asked 
for the definite orders of Government^ and the matter 
having been referred to the Advocate General, that officer 
was of opinion that provided that th'a right of Govern¬ 
ment in the property W’ns not extinguished by the 
operation of the 60 years' rule of limitation under Arltcte 
149 and Sechon 38 of the Limitaiioti Act, there was no 
objection In Faw to ihe asscs^sircnt of land acquired by 
encroachment prior to 1836 teing fixed on a 4 per cent- 
basis or any other basis sanctioned by Government-" 
This cipinlon was fonvarded to the Collector for bis 
gtltdance and has since then been acted on. In the 
absence of .special circa ms tan ce.s calling for different 
treatment encroachments prior ro 1856 are assessed on 


ADMfNISrii 


4 IQ 

ihij ^ per ho-sisf un1cs,s they hnwe ri^fnimued! utiAsses.^^ 

et! for fioyejirji, m which case no asscssitienl Is tmpoacd. 

With regard to the trcaLmcnt of sudi surpius IaIJL£^ 
sifter they hrive been assessed, in rhe opicsioa of iht* 
hvk- ofBLrers of Government the tenants can be newly 
assessed or sued in ejectment unless (a) the surplus has 
he4?n added by agreement CKpressed or implied or (^j (he 
tenant has held 3t ton^ enou^li to acquire a title bv 
adverse possession. Assessment at the same rate as ihe 
original holdlii|>f 15^ taken as evidence of an Hg^reemeni 
between landlord nnd teuiint that the sorpl js land should 
be held on the saine terms as the ori^^inal holding and 
asscs^^ment at a higher faic is tsiken as evidence to the 
contrary. Mot withstanding ihis legal right of Govern¬ 
ment k has been the prnctlcc to regard the surplus land-^ 
included in the holding and held on the stnme lenurc 
as of the original holding since it has bean found im- 
practic kbie ow' ng to the veiy- sinalUxtcnt of such surplus 
lands to keep separate registers for them. Yet in 
calculating the Goverotnent interest in cases w^here such 
lands are acquired a dairn to compensation on the basis 
of reversion iry interest is made in ihose cases where the 
surplus lands are as^ses^-ed under Section S of the Aei 
nnd a term of 50 years from the date of the asscssmcni 
Is laken as the period when the revision tvould fall due- 

Hncra.iehments cm private land are matters far mere 
adjnstmcnl of the area in the Collector's tecord. Tf one 
man encroaches on the I rind belonging 10 another the 
Cohector Institutes a summary inquiiy' under Section ;j4 
of the Act and adds "ihe Jnnd so encroached upon to the 
encr<?ncher's lille, If be i?i. satishe t that lie is entitled to 
1! by adverse possc:^sicn unless a certified copy of an 
ord^r of a competent Court determininir the title to any 
Such land is proJ iced. The rate of assessment In such 
i;f not disturbed. 

Surplu!i is sometimes due to dilFerence In the measure¬ 
ments of the land taken at different tiniest ho two 
surveyors taking measurcmefils at different times agree 
to the eKUct area nor Indeed enn the same surveyor 
nrrive at the same area of the same Innd measuriug it at 
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differcnl Tlic variation nllovrod m t^uch ciues i;^ 

from A per ccfit- to 3 per cent- For ilic purpose of 
dctcrniiiim{r the variation the siandnrd area is taken to 
be tlic area found by the llombay City Survey ” made 
between 1S65 to iSjs,- The difference between tliiNS survey 
area and the area in the rent roll i^ usually ais^tics^vd at the 
same rate at ivhich Lhc ori>4mHT holding a^seiiscd, 
no arrears bein^ rccciYered+ 

The regfister of sales and transfer of landed properly 
was kept in the Secretary's olTice for upwards of a 
century prior to when it was discontinued, it w'.ts 

a^ain commenced In iEi2 but wits triinsferred to tlie 
Collector's office. Regulation XfXof iSaj directed that 
whenever possession of any landp hou^e or tenement 
»tubjcct to the payment of cjuit or ground rent was 
transrerred, the person transferring the same and the 
porsen to whom it was transferred had to give notice to 
I he Collector of such transfer within 20 days after such 
transfer was completedi Some persotis gave notice of 
sui^h transfer by n letter addressed to tlie Collector ; 
others by lenderlng the deed of transfer to be reglslered; 
in the latter case the particular? of the deed were eiitercil 
in a registerp a note of the registry w'as endorsed on the 
deed and an authenticated copy which was always 
tendered along With the deed for ttia purpose was hied 
on the records^ The registration certificate^ have varied 
from time to time- Unlil n mere endorsement that 
the deed of s*a\c had been duly registered was made 
under the slgiiature of the Assistant Collector. In 
rSja the form was slightly amended and was used 
in the ettse of private lands until rS75. For Company's 
lands the 'orm was modi^ed in 1843 in the latter the 
object of regisleiing deed was explained to remove ivrong 
understanding. The object was simply to apply to lhc 
proper pcr»<oo for payment of rent. 

In 1S45 Mr* Grant further required the parties pre¬ 
senting such deeds to sign a dcclarrttion to the effect 
that it had been fully explained to them that the iran^Jer 
neither conferred nor recogni^fed any proprietary right 
whatever in the ground transferred nor any claim In 
compensation for outlay m the event of its being resumed 


hy Oov^^rnmi^iiL Avhicli tlie party diJ nvXt indi]pendant ol' 
such iraf]?;for+ This dcdaratiDni however, not 

ton-g' after It*; introduction, had to be dl^conlhnied, □wing' 
to many of the priftrcj^ refiisln|r to sign them, the ColSec- 
tor'^s endorsement being considered snflicient to asseri 
the rights of G o ver n m cut legall y subss sti eg, tn i S76 after 
the passing of Act 11 of i8"6 the registration certificate 
was again changed, bringing in fiiil particulars of the 
land. The Act required persons to give notice of trans¬ 
fer roade by sale or purchase or assign moot wit Inn twenty 
days^ and in the event of death ivitlnn one year. 

No application for transfer is now accepted unless it as 
accompanied bv a plan of the Jand to be transferred* pre^ 
pared by a duly qualified surveyor recognized by (hv 
CoUcclor* Every person neglecting to give notice to the 
Collector within the specified time is liable the dtscre- 
tfon of the Collector to a fine not exceeding to rupees in 
case of holdings paying than one rupee nnd tn no 
other case exceeding 100 rupees. 

Whenever a dispute or question arises witli respect to 
the making or completion of any entry or transter, thv 
Collector issues summonses to .ill the parties interested, 
calls for Such evidence and examines such witnesses as he 
considers nccesshry and summarily decides what entr^' 
shall be made in his records in respect of such property^ 
If at any time u certified copy is produced of an order of 
i\ competent Court dettrctnlning the title to such property, 
the Collector amends the records In conformity w-ith such 
order. The tegistratEon or iraniifer of any litlc io ihc 
Collector's records does nut operaic so as to affect in 
any way the right or Interest of Governrnent In that 
property. 

The institution of the Revenue Judge dales from 1^15.^ 
Under Regnlation III of 1H15 the Senior Magi M rale of 
Police V.3.V appointed to exerdse tile functions of Revenue 
Judge fn all matfers relating to the revenue of the Town 
and Island of Bombay, Regulation XIX of iSay super¬ 
seded Regulation 111 of 1S15 jiitd defined the powers of 
the Revenue Judge. This Regulation has been repealed 
by Act ]] of tSyfi which made very litdc modification in 
the powers of Ihv Revenue Judge. The Revenue Judge 
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(at jire^eiil ilic Clitci Prij^iiidffni:}' MagfistmtcJ' d^cidt^ 
stills brought before him by conlrrhator-v io ihc land 
revetiyc again si the Collector any ot bis ^^uhcrdidate^ 
on account of land rci'cnue or acis done by ihcm in fbelr 
oHicial capacities. The Revenue suits are conducted 
jd nccordiiitco tviih the provisions of the Civil Proce¬ 
dure Code. Tite appeals against tlie Revenue Judge 
arc heard on ibe Appellate Bide of ibe High Court 
The decree in any Kevenue suic ivlieiher it is of the Reve¬ 
nue Judge or of the Appellate Courts if against the Cob 
Icctorp is fulfilled ^y the Codec I or. Rui if it is against 
the plniJUifT, li is enforced by the Collector as an e.sEablisb' 
ed revenue demand. 

■All maps and land registers nod otiicr records of rbe 
Bombay City Survey and all I'ecords concerning the land 
or the land revenue are kept in the Cot lector's olhee 
and are open to the in^pecrioa of the public at reasonable 
hours ; and c<£rtihcd extracts from such maps* registers 
and records or certified copies o( theni arc alloived to be 
taken by all persons applying for ibe SJimc. The levy of 
fees al Rs, 3 for ejicti occa^i-ui for inspecting the Collec- 
to-r's records ivos Brsl intrDdue>;.^d in iS59as a trial measure 
and Kinally sanctioned in tS6o on the Collector reporting 
that the public readily paid the fees ivitliout any 
objecLion. This rnie was amended in iSy&. 

The present rales for the inspeciion of the record are 
os follows :—(j) livery application for search«inspection 
and obtaining copies of or extracts from the records shall 
be made in wHliag on paper bearing a Court Fee Stamp 
of the value of one anna, (e) Copies will be given 
on stamp IS d p-ipcrsi a accordance with Article Schedule 
1 , of Act XVJII of and Schedule I of Act VII of 1^70. 
(3J A fee of Rs, 5 for each day will be charged In every 
ease for sciirch and insrpcction when permitted by tUv 


^ Cn ]S&9. i^hcn Ihe aticndrncnt of the Bombay i-Qiifl HeveiLLLc 
Act itfii* propuAied by ttH^CoUrctijr* li w is ihshi the 

el hbe Sm ill Ci&unrc C ^urt pnig 4 be enlrii«ted wUik iIms duElvji 
^ the Revenue JiidyeTas tbii officer was beitei suited to beaf 
f^cvenuc seits th-kEiA le. fliql thli I^uggcatioiri waii nul 

apitfovccl* A.% the work of iFie Small Cauici Ceurt WAs coniklercd 
very heflry. 
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Cortector. In no case will less than Rs. 5 be charged for 
search or inspection. (i) For copies of documents taken 
from the records a fee of one rupee will be chained as n 
compannff fee. (5) For nllowing copies of plans from 
the Revenue Survey records a fee of Rs. 5 will be charged 
in ordinary cases, for plans of land cootuininjj halt 
an acre or ^420 square yards or less. For plans of land 
.neasurm^ more than half an acre a fee of Rs. to will be 
>.harj;cd. For copies of plans lodged by private persons 
:t fee of rupee one will be charged without reference to 
nteasurvRient. (6) The applicant is to take copies bv 
own clerk or sui^'cyor, ns copies cannot be made by the 
clerks or surveyors in the Collector’s office. (7) No 
search, inspection or copies of doctiments will he glvca 
jQ cases where it is obvious that such a course would he 
prejudicial to the interest of Government. 
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LHAPTtK IX 


RiiVl'NUE AND KJNANCE. 


WiiEs the Portug^iesi galneJ possession of Bombuy in 
1534, tbc annual quit-reni of the fsland was 14,400 
ftKtIeas (about Rs. 500), which rose to 27,000 ftedcas 
during ihe neiit fot>r years. The amount was colleeici) 
directly trom the farmerti. In 1537 ihe revenue of the 
Tshind was stated to be 3.3.i5 Xemphitis made up iis 
follows* t- Mahim land, j.098 Xcraphios; .Mahim 
a:usloitiSp r^ a ^9 Xerapblns i ynj Xer^phin^ : 

!iombay 698 Xentphins. Bombn)' proper was nppanfntly 
tdt OHt on an animal quit-rent, payable at thi? treasury In 
Rasscln^ which ainuunidil in 154^ under yicsttc DIo^o^s 
lenure lo 1,^75 pardads and under Llic ow'ner^Jiip of hb 
'Successor, Garcia da Oru. to 1^433i pardaGi^. - In 
addilioii to the payment of this qnit-rcntp the tanants ot 
Bombay were expected to provide military aid to the 
Rortuguesc Government in Indiap whenever called upon to 
do so, A certain revenue was aL^o drawn from the 
of the ri^hl of ilshing^ and from taxes upon cocroannt 
palms and certain commodities. ^ 

VVhen tke l£njjlish received pa^se».s|on of Bombay, one 
*>f tbcir first acts vvais to make up nn nccoufit of the 
praducc of aIJ the hmds ofthe Isiand, which shoiv^ the 
annual produce to be wo rib So^ooo Xeraphins (Rs. 4^,656) 
n'ind the actual Income to be ^OjCxxi Xcraphins, But 
owinj^ to the ilhfecllng wbich subsisted between them 
and the Portujjueipe, the revenue durinj^ the first few years 
ot the Hritisli Dccupsitlon \vim paid very Though in 

ihe Words of iiir G* Lucas the IsJand w'as ^*an orto or 
place planted with trees which yield great profit."" the 


CunhA (Oni^in uf 


’ t/npi]brfebhr<J pnia<<n In LjitHfrjj 

Caielteer JJJ, Da * m 

KOmbay, pv ^tRte% that iMhjn aat-r I he ce^^lrvn m Hembny I a |J» 
i^luBTutio in 1534 , ihe C^cabe cf Mahim was rented f.^r 36 05 j 
^da:i, aqj ihA cai-«t<vm 4 ieiq 4 tf cflhat dieiriet wt» Icloul for iTpajc 
^al?a^ ; while the iitand of AUnajiron yietU^ Bnjiw rfcdciis and 
17.CMX1 raedea^t^ 


t^DmbAv 


n^CunhA^ |i. 9 S ; Bumhay CtareitVirr MalerlaU. |JJ, 
Edwardas' Kise of llai 33 lin>% 69- 7T ji nd tt4, 
l.nrjv*' Jleoortnfat March iCi*7+ 


cdnd"ptia» of 
Rtintlmy 
prior ffli 
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t'ull benelit of ili> productivirno&s via.\^ not at first 
hy the croivn and its yearly revenue was eiiLculatcd ut no 
more than Both Sir Cr. Lucas and Mr* Heiir^' 

Gary, howeverp did miicb towitrds^ Improving the revenues 
of the iisiland. The former compelled the Customer of 
Mahim ” to disgorge In the shape of goods,, lands and 
cash about ^pooo XerHaphinSp which he had wrongfully held 
hack for hfs ox^n benefit^' xvhile the latter definitely 
increased the total revenue of Bombay in i(f&7 by 5,214 
Xcniphlnis The tavern excise for example rose from 400 
to 2,40a XeraphinSp the s/am/u0 or of tobacco from 

6,0:xi to 9*550 Xeraphins, and the custom.s from 4,100 to 
iSpOOo Xeraphins. To the above revenue was added the 
fcveniie of all oaris belauging to the J esuits and inhabi¬ 
tants of Band ora, amounting annually to Xcraphins 
20,455. These were cons heated by Sir G- Lucas^ because 
the Owners attempted to ^ibstruct the customs authori¬ 
ties at Mahim. The details of the revenue ol the Island in 
1^567 xvere as follows :— 

Kl. Qrh. 


Town df with nU Uk fdolK nUtl 

pm^iireii 

with it« rrnLs 

l'an;l iviih Uii rcnis ... ,++ + 

Vadbla 

Sion 

Vurfi 

Bq-Ritiiiy i>. ... HP 

The rrnt el Toliscco .+, 

Tiivern'!^ ..i. 

,, Cu^toi^K 

CMO^nIU^ nnd renut of 


^,100 n .|i^i 

Ai 7^7 J 45 
».J7? * 
T.7J?( 0 

Tyfl P 6a 

6^3 H I 6 e 

Q,_(i5e o a 
j,4sp o o 
i£,Ddc P O 
xri^i^DO D o 


Mwre nia^- b* advanced „ * * *** 

" ^ l.l^n X 

Elottuhly Xrraphm'i 

- £ 6,^q.j 17 ^ 

In Spite of the efforts of the Crown representatives^ the 
iskuid was regarded as hardly worth the trouble and ex¬ 
pense of majaterbance j and it was accordingly transferred 
without heskalion in i&6f( to the East India Company 
**in free and cummoti soccage "for an annual rent ol 
^'lOp payable on the 30th September each year. The 
hrst real attempt to organise and increase the rcvemic wa'. 

* CaryV Ictifir of i2tb Hct^mber 1 W»7« 
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made in by Gerald Aungfper^ discovered ihM tKt 
amount of rev enue from lands had been jfreatly overrated 
Htfld ihnt the amciuiic of the ce^^cs in land customs bad 
been nndercsiimated. His land^settlement made provision 
for the pjiyment by the land lioldi^rs of the island of a defi^ 
nite yearly contrlbiition or in campositlon a lump sum of 
sOpOoo Xoraphtns* ivhich included the quit-rent or Koras 
which they formerly paid, while the peaceful possession 
of their lands was ia return ^^uarantecd to them. By 
1^2 the i^eneral condition of the island had jnucli 
improved under Aun^der's far-slfrhtcd policy* Merclwlnts 
and manufacturers were encoura^jed to settle by a promiiie 
of exemption from taxation for five years, the loss of 
revenue consequent upon this practice being counter¬ 
balanced by the levy of a one per cent, port duty i ^ while 
various other proposals for the encouragement of trade 
and revenue were submitted to the Court of Directnrs, 
which however debarred from sanctioning ihcfn 

owing to the disturbance of trade, mutiny and polltfcat 
troubles which eharacterized Ihe latter portion of the lylli 
Lentuiy\ In .\pnl 1^75 the folloiving estimate w^us made 
of the public revenue of Bombay island t— 


M.Thim 

The Cuidiaryi "* uf 
M +1 Bombay 


n 


^h4JUI 

4ji54 

4,ro9 


of Liind^ 

Thi* CiiftlOma* 

Tobacco LiceaBs:* 

PoBSAi^e BoatM ... 

Pidfich Lil:^cn'<le ... 

Trihulc or OonlribeUdn 
Mint computed nrarotl al 
Vatav heiOK more than «hat wa* for- 
rtierFy received at 8 per ten.!. 

* Bryce'ii Aiii>al-ri, ]J, 2 ;rK. 

»kl » head4ai callectei from every Koli in return f f 

me n^ht nisHinir and performing Other dulkei (Ekimbay G laetteev 

^ ^ ^*“<■ Vfc ml C ** Cooliarys or righij 

of Bshmgan the Op^n h^y9 of Bombay. Manaffeop Veroiy Afid 
P*reU Hie itU] pretended to by tlie PortMlCaese who formerh 
enjoyed them, as a right.'’ 

In itijS the Coatoms aod revenue waf raided to 2 | per eent^. 
BfAtucs One per i^at. devoled to the oirtwork of the Vatt^ 

The drfTcreiiee of Rsr 500 in the total eannoE be eaptaiflicd. 


10,695 

liOtr 

J»pO,W> 

J'O^JtOO 

tfiio 

S.050 

10,000 

7 ^^ 
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VVith ii vic^v tt> iiiiiftjaslng the revenue ^boui this pcrit»d 
jind bring receipts more inUi equality vniU a growinj^ cjc- 
pundilure the Company let out portions of their own lands 
and bouses^ anti ulso let out On a small qiiit-^riiiit such 
Linds as were reclaimedi between 167^ *7^3* Further, 

about 1676 they imposed an anchorage du1y+ which in 1685 
amounted to about half a dolL'ir on every ship anchoring 
in the harbour- They levied a tax of one rupee a year on 
each fishing-boat, a tax of the jiume value on every nhop- 
heeper and aho created a new impost, called J^eodi- Frri/f. 
on 03U Opium tAanj^ and The Jwticr lax was 

tamied out for i|6oo Xcraphins h\ 1676: autl a cotton 
rent w'fls also devised, which sold in 1687 for 2^340 
Xemphins. The Dutch system of imposing taxes on pro¬ 
visions Was in some Oktent followed, and the rents both 
of the tobacco and ^trrack farms were consideruhly aug- 
meniedt the former rose f^om 14,000 10 24^000 Xcraphins 
per annuiTii^ and the latter from j.doo to 5 ooo Xcraphins. 
during the three years ending 167&. la spite however ol 
Ehe^e linnnciai CKpedients, the expenditure continued for 
^;ome years to exceed the revenue, lii March iGytg the 
Court of Directors remarked that **Bombay has been a ver> 
chargeable place to us. Though you have raised the 
revcrtucK there, yet ive do not find that it repays the 
annual charge but that we arc great It^sers yearlyr* and 
they followed up this letter in tWi by porcmplory orders ti' 
reduce the expenses to 73,1300 Xcraphins and to so increase 
the revenues that ** wc may not be tvnnting to ourselves in 
make the place what may be toward;^ the support of the 
annual cliai^cs wc have been at ;ind must constantly 
be at.‘"-' 

The same letter containcU a statement that since its 
tranfifer from the Crown, Bombay had cost the Company 
not less than Bctwccrt 1682 and 11:94 

the financiaJ condition cf the island coutinued at a very 
Low cbbfc in spile of Vsux^s regulation of the accounL^ 
and the reduction of expenses to 70,000 Xeraphinsa year. 
This reduction led to Keigwin^s mutiny^ which for the 
time being completely upset the economical condition of 


* hcrnbAy LvUfr uf J^-'nd JjinuP-ry 1677- 

" l.jatii|pn l-enCf of .tisl jAniinrs' 
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the island. In 1687^ \i hc4^E|i»c nccciisan' tn tmpo.se :± inn- 
nage fee of one rupee a ton per annum on htII ships ; ihe 
duty on importft was raised to f por ccni^ i a inx was im* 
posed Oil powrder ; atid n small qukt~n;ai was levkd in 1 fB8 
-On aJI houses/ Then eame Ihe trouble with the Sidi, 
which reduced Ihe forttmes of Uoinbay to Iheir lowest cbh* 
-io that In 1691^ ihe Eomb^iy Council were forced to write:^— 

john Gaj^cr at his arrival here found the miserable cRkcls 
of the Jatc wafi itnd since a sm^ll plngue T,vhlch has almost 
depopulated and miserably impoverished the said island, 
so lhat the custom<{ which before the war was farmed oni 
at 63^500 Xarapblns per annum has since yielded bui 
ijooLJv" Neglect aud the lack of manure had mined most 
of I he Company's personal estates i the forfeited est^ito of 
the Portuguese landlords brought in practically no nive¬ 
nue^ and the various duties and farms; had been so neglect¬ 
ed that it Was feared ** several sorts of Rend!res (farms) 
would have been in greai danger of being wholly lost/' 
Matters improved not at all until rjofi, owing to the rivalry 
between the representative.^ of the ivvo companies in India, 
while the constant fear of attack by the *' country-powders" 
prevented any steps being taken for the economic advance- 
m-ent of the island. 

Fn the first half of the iHth century^ matteri commenced 
lo improve. The expenditure was Jealously \\7itched. and 
rcgufnr accounts w'ere for the first time kept. Bad debls^ 
which resulted from the frequent m-olvency o\ the farmer, 
were largely obviated by fixing regular dates for the pay- 
■nent of revenue^ and similar orders were isi^ued for the 
mcnthly collection of customs and other reccipLSi The 
Court of Directors Called for monthly statemerits of all 
receipts and expendlturci and by 1730 considerable reduc¬ 
tions under the latter head had been devised under their 
orders For the sufeguardTug of the company*? cash 
balances a Treasury Cornmittcepcomposed of the Presidentp 
die Second I and the Third in Council was appoiiiitedp with 
-irders to keep all balllcmt mpccs and treasure under three 
different locks« excepting only n running sum of ,tbout one 

' The rates uf heuse^uty were i >hiD 4 tif si 6 pence for n 

hduir, due Ahiltingand ■& pence for a mkldEmi^ hnuar. flnil 
..idr for a nmKl] hdu^e per fmeutn- 


I T'^- 1 - 4 ' 
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l:ikh to be kept in the Presfident's own po^^icsAiion.■ A 
covenanted also appointed to attend to tht- 

recclpt!> and poymentsip and the members, of the Committee 
were instructed ** to examine the current receipt? and 
issiie.^ of money in th* treasurj- upon a medluni of any one 
mcnirh and si]lot such sums as were reckoned sufficient 
with the receipt of the revenue and other inddental monthly 
sums to arsw^cr the payments.^* Meanwhile the lands o^ 
the island were surveyed and registered ; the wjuste and 
reclaimed lands were let out for cultivation on easy terms y 
and the sale of the Company's lands was absolutely for- 
biddenj leases with liberty of reneiva] bein^ substitoted 
for outright sale.^ Besides the rcj^lar ctistoms^uty^ a 
few special taxe.s wiere from time to time levied on imports 
and capons, as, for e^^ample, a a percent, duty towards the 
cost of the war with Kanhoji Angria* the duty of one 
Xernphin a ton on w'aler and a 3 per cent, duty to de¬ 
fray the cost of building the town^w^al] and the church. 
For a certain period also a tax of Rs. 4 per head was 
levied on all caiite belonging to the Oentus tHIndusJ.s in 
1720 the qiiit-retit wa-s reduced by onc-hulf on a repre^ 
mentation irom the principal Inhabitant of the island, and 
in 1731 attempts were made to equalise the quit-rent and 
ground-rent, the former being bxed at 6 reas a square yard 
and the latter at 5 rcas. Ten years later, however, the 
mtcs had largely increased and varied from 6 to 45 r<ns 
per square 3‘ard,* From the fetv statements of account 
still extant, it appears that the revenue of Bombay in 
1711-1J was Rs, 98,670 and the expenditure Rs* {,93,411; 
that to 1717 the revenue had risen to Rs, 1,25,000; and 
lhat in 1737 It had again risen to Xeraphlns as 

detailed in the table on next page. 

*■ Bombny Gikxettccr M*teria]», Itf,* 197* For arran^i^Eneat ^ 
for control of hnanev in 1710, See Bunibay Qaic-U^r Mxtcriitls, 
JlJ,, Th^fVe^pdcnl kepi the CX4ih, the had charge Ol 

fhe huoks, the Third of me exporui, the Fourth of ihc impdfU^ 
the Fifth wa.fi Purser-Geucral in rimrge of all dlBhur9ei|.ienti^ 
the Sixth had charge of a^ reiUfi nnd reveno^ea, nnd the ^veath 
df fitorea. 

^ Bombay Gazetteer Maicrtalfi, IlLk 

■ Fon-estl^j SelectiQiu^ U., 33, 

* For further pClrtiicidtarfi Sice Bombay Qnieileer Materlob. 
m, pp* 501 and 3(14. 
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XraiL'non 

Varti 

Pat^l 

Vadal:! 

Xapg;am„p* 

ilatunjja 

RombAy 

Mahim 


Bombiiv Rt-ntal, i-jij, 
Xu. f “ 



... 

4+OOa 

‘ Coiab{;i+,« 

... 


.+* 

700 

Koiiu-adas 

... 


... 


aak 

■PI 



1+900 

D]sti|[crie>« 

... 

^■p 


i,oon ' 

CuatODis 




IpJOO i 

Tobacco 


p-fl- 


■^1 ' 

Spirits ... 

■i-i 




1 Omt-renlN. 

... 

*” 


^biOCW 

ejpTTies 

... 

Totnl 

4-faia 

9 ^ 7 ^ 


Totnl 


AV- - 

^iixiu 
5 J.OOO 


^9.^»n 
■ ti,noo 

. 3fcW» 
. ti ^OOD 

<.44pJS0 


<ji^and ToEaK Xemphiu^ 


The toKowing- lablf the variPuE head^t of receipt'^ 

and I he coHf^ctiofis undi^r ?ach head in the year 1715^16 t^- 
I ’ a Fid Revenues under the care of the CoMeclor 

of Homhav— 


Tobacco rent* 

R'^. 

2§. 125 

Arnick rent* 


14,300 

Rent of the Old VA^oman’s f slant! 


aoo 

Rem of Malabar HtU .. 

t 


Rent of brab irees cn Buteher*s Inland ,, 

*5 

r^nsiofi- 

»ii 

Quit ,’ind tlroiindrcnl 

tf 

5 p 46 | 

Coolcrie?i 4 

Petly tributes fun Company's estates 



bait gfroiindss ... 

It 

h 49 ^ 

batty ^'rounds * 

If 

7p74^ 

MweeUaneous" 

It 

h 95 - 

Total L'lnd Revenue 

P P 

70,1 tb 


_ . ■» -.f lu Liht; 41Mn-iiiD^|.■.^l'^| icpair Qi^nuiH *J'T 

Tobacco ]iGvrnua}L 

the St’slff libeiriy of ^Itiia? arrack and 
toddy la I he ifibahiianla , ( $ee account oT HaciMc ), 

Sec Chapter on Land Admini^tfalion. Tlie DEBOunt agre«i 
to oy ibe inhabklnnta in ifiija wa^ Ra. JOpOOOt ^lacc tbal dalf 
M^vnral oarCibadfaHcn into the Company'a pofttewlcnp And Iho 
[iL oaion Was proporlEanaEely reduced. 

Thu wa^ ona of ihe hems of the laml rovenuei tt Was a head 
Ena coSlecltd from every Kolt for the liberty of lifhiflgf and fotlow- 
mg other occupationThe head ntOiiey paid by the liahiQj^ IColiv 
*# • and - Sec noat pajfeL 
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* i, ^Customs— 


Imports and exports" . Us. 62,234 

Cofitribulion to the Town wallv „ !4rS9<^ 


Weighing and mca,surn4;:e duty'" .. 
Additional pepper duty 
Convoy dut> ‘* ■*- -- .# 

Kxcisc on Punch ..i +.+ 

Duty toward bull ding u ociiV Custom 
House ... ..i 


3,8=7 

l,=t)0 

t,3io 

8,488 


Total Customs ^1^684 


WJlH Rs. 3 EO 4 a %-e»r- Ct W^s npecinlly tor tbo^c who roUowoi 
oE-her Ih^n fishings Pnlnii<)Ljm KoHs paid the Sara e 
fishing Koli»- 

* I t WHS a duly on Ihc suit mndq hy persons an Ehe pits belong 
iog lo the Company. T|ie tHle wlls fiHed for e^ch pit or 

on proUnee^ Half whikt was act unity mndc whs given to the 
CerapdLny. 

* The bntty grounds tn Kcnenil belojsged la the Copni^moy and 
were euUivaleid by the Kukibis who u!ked to give half Ihe pro- 
ditee to the Company» (SeenIsO Lnnd Adinknl!ilralioe)l^ 

IncJ tides irVbulu paid by tbu Etlmudans for dmwVng toddi, 

I'rofn the Comp,iny'n tree?, nnd by Kolis for bshing# ]l aItio in* 
'iludea rent of Mindn' hilts atid small praceecf ground. 

' W\ goods iEnpOrled nnd sotd paid 7 pcf ertkt* :Suudrk 
nrliclcs were alto if ed free^ nfld HTlkctes Wlkose ijnportation 
judged deirtmenliil paid ’Special diilie^i^, limbrr, grain. 

pJalc Hod jewels were altqwed fr\«e,atkd lodinn tobnCeO wasTcvieil 
at ^ pc-, homes 6 p.c.p soup 9 p^e., epLum^ ^C.p ceunlry if on 
9 p.Ci Xh n Speckal cn po rt duty Was levied 011 the loHowlng nrli^ 
qlen, which w'ere ntce^^fy^ to the island rr^Tiiiiber 5 p-e., grnirp 
5 p-e I bo^rs soEd € pi^C-^h ^nlt so p.c*. cocotnats 9 pmL., cloth 
mode in Bomb ay, si p*e.+ sundry neeci^^arien, noch AS COrn> fish, 
ind cndjanit g p,c+ (For further details see Customs). 

^ This "nd the duly towards building n new CAn-tom HaujKL+ 
Were coilocted pn All goods imported a| the rale of ^ and ^ 
p mpecUtely. Thoi' werr volontarily paid by ibe InhabilantHr 
The Taller wjis arigmnlly Ifivofl to wards bulldifig the Church 
ind when I he Church was (inrsb* d, il Applied to the Ctistom’^ 
Rouse and Other services. 

The weighing and nneaauragc duly wits | p, c* on value of 
goods weiglved or ensured. 

This was n duty on pepper espiorted frem the coast fnetofies. 
levied to lessen the evporl of pepper on account of private pvf- 
"iOns, 

THeb was qodeclcd an sinall %’cssels belonging to the isjantl 
i that did no I pay to nnOge). Zt Was paid for every rrip an d va rled 
from Ks. 10 (vesseh of (oO Khuadies) to 20 (vtusd^ above 150)^ 

The liquor sold hy rolail was la^ed under:—Cos Aff^iick 
ITs. 15 the hogshead I Europe wine one rupee n dozen, Per?"*^ 
wine Ra. $ a ih-CsI. Alc. 
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nj Olliijr lti?ads- 


t.'ojnagc duly ^ 

Ws. 

) ■ 7 <l 

Account freight 

r 5 - 


Account tonnagei ... 

■ 5 - 

6,1 if. 

CScotiuuH and onrt rent^. 

i* 

7,aa€i 

Hatty produced by salt grtnuids 

i 1 

4 f' 

Pier rind ivatcrway,.. 

r 

39 *> 

Kine, confiscation, Interest, etc. 

+ i 

(),Gi4 

Total of in 


48,910 

il mncl Total 

,, 3 ipp 7 ta 

Hy the close of this period (1744) the 

land 

revenue 


Uombay had risen frofri Rs. 25^000 in 1738 to Ri^. J5tOw 
und the from Rs, 89,000 In 171^5 t<> 

Rs. r, ifjpOQOt while the tobacco :ind arrack farms fetched 
Kb“, 44,£no pjj J Rs, 37^000 respccUvicly against R;s+ 35,0^0 
anti Rs. lOiCJOoin 1725. including miscellaneous mccipLs^ 
which aggregated linlf a lakh in 17^5-36, the total 
rave nne of Horn hay In 174401051 therefore have been at 
Jeast ^ 

The Honourable Williaiii Wake introduced during his 
governorship regular measures for reducing the charges 
and increasing the revenue. Encroach men ts upon the 
Company's property were checked by the Introduction of 
a survey of the island under a special oPficcr styled 
eferk of the works," and the registration of deeds of 
sals in the Secretm-'s office w'as made compaLsory^ A 
good deal of land fm prove me nt was alsoexiiictitcd. VVhen 
ho retired in i;^o he delivered to hLs successor^ Mr. 
Bourchier^ Rs. 97*716 as the balance of the current cash, 
Ksi bank baJnnco, Rs. 3^00* 15'b a_«« ihe treasury 

skilled nt i pA-* on coins hroujjht for eoinmif mi thr 
mmt by EiicTc;hatit^« 

^ fmra m sroiild be aettled. 

CiDia And ■IItct brPuj^ht on Ctuupany'^ ^hippatii tp-C. 

* include* lonn&ge CulIccLed at Svrat. It wna ealiccled for 
Ihc pass givei, lo ^ursael* *1 ibe emit ot i cupee a lw>- 

wpoi d annimny ai ludici.-it 
r^tipt* The ^tayntB Ci'urt deposited Cfcih in tln« CeomnyS 

t .. ry from nmc to lf«e in 174 7, for paid Ki. fiTow, 

iBembsy t^asett eer Uln ig^nf I it, 1 j J, 
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balance and o?i the bjifAnciS of rbe foreign silver* 

The revenue hovvever still fell short, h appearsp of the 
expenditure; For in 175a the Court Hb^ked th^ PrvHidenl to 
do all in his power to encourage tradi and augment the 
number of substantia I inhabitants at Bombay tHat wv 
may at least have the satisTactiOn of fmding the revertioe 
adequate to llic charges and expensesn'"* Hi^nrchier 
certainly did a grcui deal towards the increase of th^ 
island^s trade^ and simultanetiusly augmented the customs 
revenue by Rs. I4,50^.^ He also increased the 
Company’s rents he levietl ^ lo per Ccnlp tax on landed 
estates tn 1758; and took in hand the manag^mcnT of the 
ha tty grounds and sfJi pans to such good purpose 
that the revenue from them rose front to,000 
in 1751 to Rs. ti^oQo iu 1758* llie land revenue 
which had declined to Rs. 2 q^o€)o in I75^-,S- t'ose 
to Rsh 36*000 in 1759-60 ; the customs revenue increa'^ed 
to Rs. i*64tWCi ; and the rent of the tobacco fnrin rose 
from ^OpOon in 1748 to Rs. 67^000 in )7tiOx ?Co note¬ 
worthy measures were intriiduced between 1760 stnii 1803; 
hut during the greater ptirUon of this period, when thi- 
Bombay Govcrtimetu was prosecuting campaigns against 
the Marnthna power and Mysore^ they found gTcat dilHcuk) 
in meeting their expenditure 'I'he tinanclal distrei^s under 
which they laboured an 1781 is portrayed in the order tu 
Colonel Hartley to cover as much of the Konkan as 
possible I so as to enable the agents of Government to 
collect a part of the revenues mid secnre the rice harv'est: 
w^hile in hi.s reply to an address presented to him iit thv 
closc of the Mysore Wiir, Ivord Wellesley referred to the 
loan of 3 lakhs towards the prosecullon of war with 
France which the Homh«.y Government had been forced 
torai.se by public subscripiioiiH Meanwhile however the 
revcnue.s were steadily incrensing ■ the customs duties 
were revised ; and the rent from reclaimed lands showed 
an upward tendency year by year, 

^ bn^mbAy G^iicLEeff IIJ^ 37j- 

* Sen Custi>ju;^ Article. 

" ^755 the Court wrote It ua gro.it pkaaure lu 

ubiefve hy your IabI ►ell-oflT buoks that our rrtits and revoiiDes 
inemsing and thmt Ihcy tok^eed the nrndimE uf Ihc prevedir]; 
jTcmm by up^wELfd^ of Rs. 6Dpf»Op" 
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The liiUfr financial history of Bombay ejiii be gathered 
rrom the succeedin|r chapters on Customs, Cotton 
Ouilcs> Salt* lixcise, Tobacen, incomc'tascp SLimpi;, 
Registration and Steam Holler Inspection. The following 
statement shows the receipts and disbursements in 
Bombay in thousands of rupees in iSgo-gi, igoo-oi 
ind 1905-06* e^EcIudmg mMitnry, posl-of!1cc and telegraph 
transactions': 
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Bombay by reo-SOn of its magnificent harbour has LustoTo*. 
hiecanio tlie cntrepui, not only of the commerce of Western 
Tndiap and, of the irulfs of Arabia and Perslap but also of 
Great Britain and other fDreig:n countries. The prosperity 
Ilf Bombay in this rospcci has been materially strengthened 
by the propriety with which the scale of duties levied 
on I 111 purls and exports has been adjusted from time to 
lime anti the simplicity with which they hast always been 
collected at the poru ^ 

The legislative enactments affecting fhe seaiCustoms of 
The Bombay iVc^tidency were few and their direct operation 
was Jimiled to the tw^o ports of Bombay and Surat until 
the year 18^7, when a general regulation was passed for 
the management of the customs at the subordinate ports 
aa well os nt the main port of the Presidency. 

^ Thi» does not include revcr»ue derived in ihf t^ubtic Wprk:. 
[lepjuripti^nl, ivliirh limDiintiHl in tc tvi, 5|fl,0!p<]r, 
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in 1O67 ibe wcr^: nirm^tl fur iH^ow Xcrjplun.>^p 

while fr^m tCrjo ari Indul^^cncc pf 5 years cu!»Ufin free*^ 
was j^ranted- In ib^o the duty w:i^ hved at af per cent, 
besides Dfie per cent-, appropriated tn fortifications An 
anchorage duly of one rupee per ton was also levied on 
all ships io ibe same year; The collcct>nn of duty was 
farmed out by the CumpHny.' The customs revenue In 
i 67_^ was 3U050 Xeraphins, Other items included in the 
custom!^ but separately farmed u^re lohEicco (eo^^^GoJ, 
arrack Mnabim passage (t^SO) and Sion passagcf^Gol. 

Cnsb’ims duty on all goods was rmsed to 5, percent in 
16^15, to defray navni and military charges. 

This system appears to havo conlmiicd till 1715 vvUb 
little alieration+ In that year ilifi Court being desirous ot 
encouraging the trade of Bombay, directed the custom to 
be reduced to 3 per cent., and for the general beneitt ol 
the isl^isd all duties upon bulteri oil, rice, paddy and 
wheat were also taken off. In 1717 a consuh^ije dut^ 
of ^ per cent^ was ordered by the Court to be imposed on 
all goods imported into Bombay from Madras aj\d on nil 
t>ther ships under the Company's pn^tection trading its 
Bombay^ This was followed iu 17^0 by an order to the 
effect that all goods hr longing to persons living tsnder the 
protection of the Conipany, which had paid the duties of 
this island, be expcirted custoni-kfrce to Surai or to any 
^>ther port at which the Company enjvycd privileges» and 
that goods exported fmm Surat and other Mughal ports 
wdiich had paid a a per cent, duty on export, should be 
111 lowed lo-sei off the payutitnt ngninsi the charge n levied 
in B mbay. 

In 17/0 a debate arose whether the additional duties 
(colJected with the customs} towards carrying on the war 
against K;inhoji Augria and for fintshing ,i.nd rtspairing the 
churen should be Continued or not. Jt w^as decided that thv 
duty towards carrying on the war against Kunhoji Angpu 
should be tCik^D off, and only the ^ per cent, for repairing 
the church be continued*3 At the close of tlie year how- 

^ Surat'CeuTicit l&Cuui I, lylh J.'inuiiry, 1670. In the iiord!^ ct 
the letter the- Cu-^ti'niK were lU fiale " hy Ihi InrK d 

candk*' " sfcudi raised tti 31,05^1 per .'iiinuni. 

BoijiSaj CiAxettcer Ala^cnals IIE,^^^jn5> 

Ife 4 iih-y Gate Steer 111, 33^-?;, 
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^ acidilbiml July of a cent, for ih^ i^rns of six 
mi>iiths was levied nx Bombay, Persia^ Sunit nnd Mokhii 
in order to defray the jjreal expeoso incurred by the Com¬ 
pany jf3 out fleets to ^0 in se;irch of the *'pir^ite^ 

and other piekeninK " on the coast. The customs dues of 
i5iie rupee a ion on all shipping entenng the harbour^ 
ivbich were abolished for a lima, were re-Iavied in lyao. 
The following remarks of the President show details of 
the levy of cus to ms-duty about 173^7 

(o!) All goods imported suid sold pay 3 per cjni.^ unless 
I boy have already paid duties at Sural or Cambay. The 
tally exception la this ^ per cent, doty is tn the case ol 
sundry articles u-fiosu importation being judged of jidvan- 
liige is allowtfd freep and of others whose importation is 
judged detrimental,, and is subject to special duties. 
These articles are timber free, Indian tobacco 9 per 
cenUt grain fr^e> horses 6 per oenl,^ jewels free^ soap g per 
ccni., pluic fn?e, opium g per cent., country^ iron g per 
cent, 

A special export duty lev ied on the foUowii^g articles 
which arc necessary to the island^ mV*, timber s percent*, 
g^am 5 per cent.* boats sold 6 per cent** salt ^o per c^ent.. 
cocoAnuLb 9 per cenl,, cloth made in Bombay ai per cent*, 
sundry other ncLessarics, svicli as corn, hsh and cu/afi^ 
9 per cent. 

^^The duties of llomb.iy paid by (he tradcr-s are esteemeJ 
as reasonable as at nay pcirt in India When it is con¬ 
sidered tiiat go43ds brought from Bengal have already paid 
a consulage there and if exported from hence to Persia pay 
anotlier duty at that place, we ermno! supple the Hon'bk^ 
t-ompany will think It reasonable to augment the one 
%vitKoi4t taking olT the other* In this respect we trade on 
.a more dpsadvantageous footing than the Moors, who* 
having paid tlie MughaPs duties at one of Ins ports* are ai 
liberty to carry thdr goods to all ihe rest within the year 
custom iree. ^\'e can from expenence alhrm that tbv 
lion'ble Compain arethegrcsite^^l gainers by the private 
trade carried on by the Knglish in India. The amouni m 
this article in <733-36 was Rs. 6^1331, 

** (A) 'fhe Town wait duty was voluntarily paid by ihv 
inhnbllant^.^ of Bombay to defr ly the expenvcs of huitding 
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ihc lo wn AViih> Thf?>" no doubl cxpet!ted, ivlieti th*; cost 
ivas rcpnidf ihev wcudd be r^flitv^ed frorn the duty, 
though, I believe, they msiy N? prevailed tvillingiy to 
continue the a per cent, if our Hon "tile Masters gratify 
them in reluiqubhing the ground and quit rent. lam 
inclined to hope our MEL^ters uil| agree to this proposal. 
The difference ^vill be greatly in their favour, and by ihelr 
compliance the body of our merchaoLs will be gralilied 
and our poor relieved. Tlie amount of this item was 
Rs, l4tS9i 

** (^:) The duly towards building a new Custorn House is 
collected on all goods imported ; It was originally given 
towards building & church and when the church was 
hnislied the alerchants hoped it would be taken oft. It has 
since been appEied io the Custom House and other .serYYCest 
per cent, being collected upon all Imports without 
separating this duty from the real ctujloms. The traders 
-^eeiu to despair of being reliev^ed from thia duty^ though 
when a donation of that kind is made, they think it ought 
to bo applied to no other use and ought not to be con¬ 
tinued after the work for which the duly was first levied 
Is completed. The amount collected was Rs. y,|S8. 

goods w'eighed imd measured at the Custom 
Hou^e pay ^ per cent, on their value over aud above tlse 
caste ms contribution. This in effect increases the custom 
to per cent, Tliis duty was laid on by the late President 
and Council and has been submitted to by the traders in 
general who do not pretend to dispute the Hon'ble Com¬ 
pany's power of levying and continuing what duties they 
please on the trade carried oti under their protection^ In 
spile of this whether the over-burthen of It w^tl not have 
a bad effect and lessen the customs revenue is referred to 
our Hon'ble Masters. The amount realised was Rs. :2,83s- 

** (c) i Cannot but confess I think the pepper duty a 
hardship on the linglisli traders who alone are subject to 
IL I apprehend the original design of the taic was to 
lessen the ez^port of pepper on account of private persons 
from the Hon'ble Company's settlements. But It has 
been taken In a much more unlimited sen^c } for this duty 
is collected on all pepper sold by the t^ngllsh traders in 
any of the Hon'ble Company's settlements^ 1 hough 
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from such parts of ihe coast as no *vajs interfere 
with our Hon’ble Masters' trade. Nay the duty was 
earned even further and collected on pepper bought at 
Loclitn and sold in China, From this ivc were obliged 
iod«,st on the Dutch threatening to deny as the liherty 
of their port. As at this time all merchants {except those 
under the I^nglish protection) can buy pepper at Karwar, 
Onor. Cochin and other parts of the coast where our 
l ion hie .Masters have not settlements, and sol! it at any 
market in India without paying this additional duty, the 
levy puls the English on a worse footing as regards 
pepper than any other merchants, even than the Moors or 
llamas. It is to be hoped that the Hon hie Company 
the same mto their consideration will be pleased to 
relieve them by talcing it off. The amount in t7«.,6 
was Rs. ^4151, 


‘'i/i Convoy duty is collected on small vessels belonging 
t^o the island {that do not pay tonnage) according to the 
fuilowing nites:—Those under too khandls, Rs. 10: 
from joo to 150. Hs. 15 ; from 150 upwards, Rs. 20 
Vessels pay this duty e^rj- trip and some boats make 
two. others three voyages in a season. As upon such 
boats the convoy duty amuunts to more than the tonnage, 
I think It is for the Company's Interest not to atlcmpt to 
enhance this duty. The amount collected was Rs. lago. 

*tf) All private ships thal take in water at this port pay 
Rc. II. qr. t res. 60 a ton for the same. The amount of 
the picr amt waterway duty is small .-md will not admit of 
any coosiderable addition. The collections were Rs. 39S. 

“(A) Account freight is verj- uncertain. Goods are freight¬ 
ed on such terms as can he settled. All gold and silver 
tolonging 10 black merchants brought on the Company’s 
ships or vessels from Persia or the Red Sea. pay 3 pc, 
cent, and from Basra ay the thousand, and what belongs 
<0 the Company'^ covenant sen ants p.iys 1 per cent. 
Should this duty be augmented the merchants would freight 
on other ves^k on more easy terms. It is certainly the 
Company's interest to continue the rate as hitherto. The 
encou^ng the merchants to freight their money to this 
island IS of very great Consequence to the Hon'ble Companv 
as well as to ihe merchants of 1 he place. For the greatest 
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pari of the silv^sr fressjEittsil on ihij Company's vC!f!iCJs is 
coined m our mint; whereby tbi* Company receive an 
advanta^ts besides the freight. And Iho proprietors of 
such Siilver bimg rurally the northern mie^'chaots os^port 
□car the iv Li ole a no unt of it in goods, which tends to ihc 
benefn of the island and the increass of the Hoa'ble 
Corn pan v*s customs. The realiKalrOns in 1735^^ were 
Rs. I3>365. 

' *' 111 All ships that take our pass pay one rupee the ton 
to the Contpiiny. which duty is also collected on theBngLiEh 
ships fro n the other 2iid^ of India. Also all foreign bc^is 
bclon^in^ to the inhahltnnts of Catchy Sind and other 
places are oblig^^ to take our pass nnd pay the sa.id duty 
of one rupee a too. Many of those people think it very hard 
to be obliged to take our pass on such tormSt pleading that 
‘Without passes ticir ves^ls and boats would be as t-afe 
from any of thr pi utCi w lO infest thi-.; coast. TheroforCt 
wheihar a wit[ b-s prJd;nt toatte npt increasing this article 
of the Kofi'ble Company's revenue and hazard the whole 
by dJsgU'^ting these traders must be subiiitt^iJ to their con- 
sid-Tatmn. The itmajot collected here and at Surat in 
t7j3-36 was Rs^ 6184 'V 

Ja >744 3. set of orders for the guidance of the Bombay 
Customs Ma^er was publishe I, Ln which it was ordered 
that all merchandize imported by Europeans] subject to 
certain exceptions, should pay a dniy of 4I per ceoLt 
of which I per cenL was alloculed to the Town Ditch and 
^ per ceoL to the new Custom House. Goods imported by 
native merchofiLs in three-masted vessels pad 4j. per 
cent.; but when imported in smaller vcs^ls paid an 
additional z per cent, towards the cost of the Town 
Walls^ i^Lrain and timber exported by native merchants 
paid a duty of 5 per cent-^ In *747^ the Coart 
wrote to Bombiiy that they did not think It reasonable 
that FTterchants should pay customs duties on goods 
that bad not been landed^ nor that they be any Longer 
charged for the Ta^n Ditch or Walls, as their 
crtgUj^crnentB upon these head si had been folly complied 
with. From what date the duties were abolished is not 


* Bouib4y Ga^ciieer llateHal'i, tl^K 
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known. Jn 1752 a spftciat 1 per cent, duty ad-oalArem was 
levied in addition on the voJuo of atJ goods imparled and 
Exported at Bombay and Surat in ships hired of the Com- 
f^y and m afl country ships and vcssefs whatsoever 
hat entitled to the Company’s protection and bora 
Nie hngJish colours, subject to the proviso that the said 
duty was not to be levied on shibars, g^lJvais and boats 
hat .iipphed the island of Bombay with timber, wood 
frmt. sfrain, eatth or provisions of any kind from the 

Cii^tors c‘nmtric^,. fn 1,65 the Bombay 

Customs .Mister brought to the notice of Government 

mstances of evasion of payment of duty at Surat by 
mcniha.,^ purenasmg cotton at Jami'ushr instead of 
buratand afterwards landing it at Bombay for esporta- 
tinn [n order to prevent this. Government ordered 
that aJJ goods coming /rom the northward, notwith¬ 
standing that they might have been landed for ea- 
portution, should pay the usual duties, unless they could 

produce a certificate of their having paid them at Surat 

and that the duty on cotton be levied agreeably to it^ 
valnauon there. The Customs Master was likewise ordered 
taahr^aJJ merchants not under the Company’s protection, 
bound from the southern to the northcm ports, who came 
in at Uombay for the benelit of convoy, to deliver in an 
account of their cargo upon their arrival. On this cargo 
the Customs Master was ordered to levy the duties. vaJuiL 
Ihc same 10 per cent, under the market price. The same 
rule was ordered to be observed also with respect to aJJ 
merchants under the Companj-s protection, who proceeded 
Q the northward without landing their goods at Surat 
Jut .ucb as declared their intention of proceeding 
Surat and landing their goods there wens 
empted rr,im the above rule. Government also made it 
_ ^ndmg rule to levy customs on all goods imported and 
remaining unsold on the j, st July every year at the market 
price the respective goods might bear at that time. 

during the nineteen 

^rs endi^ fl„^i„ared between Rs. j.57.000 

Jbout Rs^ a"** (in i777-i8} and averaged 

Rs aw. the Jirst ten years and about 

Ks^ apii4,Qoo IQ the last nin^. 
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The firsi Customs Regulation {Regulation, VI of T799) 
wiis passed in i7OT '* priicipalty founded 

on the Regulation passed by the Bombay Government 
in 179S* pursuance of orders of the year preceding 
from the Court of Directors and with various sybsldiarj 
ruies now reduced iolo form- ' Under the Regulation 
jui import duty of ai per cent, was levied on manifest prices 
with an esiablisltcd advance, grain was eitemptcd from 
duty, and etspoft duties were withdrawn. Duty was 
uho collected nti arrack and tobacco imported b>' farmers 
according to their leases. A duty of Rs. too was levied 
on each slave imported. Iti tSoj the above regulation 
vias amended and an addition of 1 p.c. was made to the 
rate of duly, raising it to per cent. This additional 
duty wan originally Intended to covet the expense incurred 
in protecting trade by means of armed vessels and the 
Company's Marine. Under ‘ Land Customs * a town duty 
was established at Bombay by a Regulation of iSoj j nnd 
the Customs Jtaiiter wfts directed to collect it This 
duty was 4 per cenU upon the prime cast, with ndvantcs Ui. 
in the case of the sea customs at Bombay. The articles 
liable to this duty were shawls, pepper and spices, 
sandal-wood and rose-water, sugar and molasses, oil, 
ghi and turmeric, tobacco, betel-nut and leaf, piece* 
goods, was candles and saltpetre. Wine, beer and 
liquors were subjected to certJiin fixed duties. Cotton 
paid one rupee per JthuHdt. Certificates from the other 
Presidencies, exempting from saa customs at Bombay, 
were not to exempt from the town duty, If the goods 
wore otherwise liable thereto. Certain of these articles for 
i-a^xportatioit were allowed to be warehoused. But the 
privilege of drawback was withheld on re-exportution of 
;*ny articles taken out tor town consumption on payment 
of the duty. This town duty was ahrognted in 1805, but 
re-imposed on May 1st, iSio. Ghl. turmeric, oil for 
culinary purposes, betel-nut and leaf were excluded from 
the above list, and China piece-goods and nankeens 
.idded to it t as well as cscuffi and tamarinds, 

which latter were thenceforth to be exempted from sea- 
customs, Town duty wfts imposed upon pearls, precious 
atones and JewclleTy- 
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Bombay roniiJned unaltered tilt 
*Srj, when the fienemJ regulation p^.sed by the Cour 

w!t^ ^onduei of the trade of British mdie 

p„ . .^ XL™* promulgated for the ihrec 

Pres dencies. This rind the aubsequem RegnlatSons 

tnac e y order ot the Court for the port of liombav 
ivero nearly word for word the same as those for th^ 
other Presidencies.- Under this Regulation the rate 
hnti Bombay upon goods imported in foreign 

theadvmiccofeoper cem. as before, wbkh made the 
ra eo Utity por cent. On exports it was fured at '■i 
per cent, on the invoice value for goods purchased a! 

om ay, which, tvith the odgiaaJ import datv of i4 per 
cent., averaged about the same as the import' duty of - 

^d'lndJa "-he" the trade between Great Britain 

ireci and the duty- on others was reduced to al per cent 
Ifdf^' Bombay shared in the benefit of the reduction 
Ofdiil^ i and by a special enactment, published in iSit 
the duty on goods coming from other European countries 
in Bntish or registered ships, which in 1815 was at the 
thr« Presidencies fixed at s per cent., was at Bombay 
egam reduced to 3^ per cent,, being the rate of dutv 
evied prior to promulgation of Regulation XJJI of 181; 
Imports of British goods originally imported by British 
^hips at any port in the Company ’s territories, and coming 
thence under Certificate to Bombay or any subordinate 

port were dec fared free. And at the sn me time Bri itsh free 

imports were, on import from Bombay at any subordinate 
port, admitted to free entty. The rule originally obtain- 

f n onr (11 of jjJie) fo^ rwuEalkm of ihi* ja^rr 

r and other dues, aad rastiers 

iSc P^^'- t-vl net euener„S 

Ulc ciiftoDTi^ or tJic aT t tync fVI of 

ConJiJifrarion and sate uf convev' 

jfficer.^of tii^ hitherto wultd to leuatize the ncti of ifie 

now ^ iS"’"*''’’'" juriwJirticn of the Recorder*, 

rmerini^ ™ (VI l1 of rK.cy defining roleTfo; 

iMn?Ih1?» k country bcuus one (I! of IBAJ for 

P'^'t ^ ‘f-v cu»le«» otBcers. Report ^ 
J-^nissiOncifs relaUve totheCiiBloais and Post Office iv^ein*, 

Jedm, page, 43 -i f. 13 s 1 . by J. C. fltclvllle. •> «ein^,, 
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ing at ttembay UBS thpit all goods landed oaproasly for 
re-oxportaUon as well as those transhipped m the har¬ 
bour must pay the same duties »s other goods and no 
drawback of cue m pi ion whatever vraa to be allowed. It 
was however modified 1 ft tSij titider the law then Py® 
mulgaled &t all the three Presideneias for trade with 
Uoited Kingdom and the whi-le duty on Indigo, cotton, 
wool and hemp, the rrodoee of British India, eaporled to 
the United Kingdom* wa,s returned in drasvhack. and so 
much drawback was allowed on the cstport of all other 
articles as would reduce the amount of duty retained to *4 
per cent. In iSay a new rogulation for the Port of Bom¬ 
bay and for the conduct of trade with foreign natloas and 
with Great Britidn was promulgated, il maintained the 
regulations for the Bombay town duties with certain mo¬ 
difications and provided for ft tariff valuation, founded on 
a comparison of the invoice Value of goods for the past 
three years wilh the market rate of such goods during the 
same period. This tariff was to be revised every three 
year.'s by a com mil tee composed of the Collectors of sea 
customs and land revenue of Bombay, with two more 
respectable merchants.’ Meanwhile the inconvenience of 
the system under which the town duty was levied, kd to 

a new arfangenijent, embodied In a new regulation of 1834, 
whereby a H per cent, duty was substituted for the old 
4 per cent, duty, and all drawback was withdrawn escept 

00 goods exported direct to the United Kingdom, and iti*n 
only 10 such extent as would reduce the total duty payable 
to Government to per cent. In the same year the duty 
on cotton was fixed at a uniform rate of 5 per cent, on the 
tariff valuation, and all transit duties upon it w’ere 
abolished. 

For the six years ending 1834 "5 average annual 
receipts from sea cu.stoms were Rs. 9,77,000. The general 

1 In 1619 the title orCitslom Muster ff Bcmlrtiy w»» altered Ip 
'* “ Oi^llc'Ci'dir of Cu^t i^nO- Tii^wii Chitjcsm 

^ When dJO rfgulftll<wTJi Wrre rrmiwIcUed in 1S27 the jarovi- 
rdatkr^ to wanw and llqncrn rnf^lation^ of sSo^ 

tffid tSio. wef«T bj an oiFersl^ht^ omitted, thus ffccbg tbiise 
f&rliclu from lown^Tiklys Thti civi!r*V|rht remedied Tr'- 
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trade contributed Rs. $,^3,000. The following alatement 
J>fn 3 ws the rateb ofdutjf levied between 1799 and lisjs 
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From 1859 to tS^ the Kcneral rate of import duty was 
10 per cent., this heavy rute liaving been imposed 
by the Guvcrjifoent of india aa one of the means of 
redressing: the financial position which had been seriously 
afrected by the Mutiny of ,857, Ti e rate was found to be 
so high that it operated to restrict consumption, and in 
tS64 it wa.s reJuDed to per cent- The genemf rate of 
export duty from 1859 to ,887 was j per rent. Many artictes 
were subject to taxation in 18:9, but the list was gradtialfy 
reduced until, in 1867,1! consisted of cotton manufac¬ 
tures, indigo, rice, wheat and 01 her grains, tanned and 
dmssed hides and sidns. lac. oils, seeds, spices and shawls. 
The import rate of 7^ per cent, was fun her reduced m 1S75 
to ^ per cent. fn. rSyS the question of Dbolishing the 
customs duties was raised.' Tha Covtmment of indb 
desired to give Full pky to free trade principles and the 
L.utca.shire cotton manufacturers finding a competitor in 
tli^gTowlng Indian industry were pressing for the removal 
For funherdeuilt we rmperul Cexetterr of Indip. VoL IvT 
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pf the advantage giireii to the latter by the 5 per 

i^ent, doty. The ^rst step wajj the repfiJil of the duly oti 
cotton goods contsilrsing yarns not liner than 30 s® n 
s^’tmllar in character to goods already manufactured in 
India. Railway material was exempted from duty and 
about as minor itoms were removed from the dutiable list, 
tn lS 5 * Governtnent abolij^hed the rest of the cotton dutie*^ 
and all the general duties except those on liquor, sirms, 
opium and salt. Until 1S94 no further import duties were 
leviedp except a duty of balfan-anna per gallon on petro* 
leum^ first levied in 1888* 

Until iSfothe bulk of the export trade was taxed, and 
the general mte in that year was 3 per cent, 

Many articles were exempted between ifibo and 1S65, and 
by 1874 the list comprised only cotton goods, grain^ hidcs^ 
IndigOp oils,, seeds und spices, En 1S75 it ^vas further 
reduced to oil, ricep indigo and lac : but in 18S0 the duty 
an Sac and indigo was romiticdp and from that date rice 
has becu practically the sole source of export revenue^ 

In t8^| the heavy burden thrown on the Government of 
India by the fall in exchange made it necessary to con¬ 
sider how to Increase the revenue. Tbc: Import duties 
were fciitiposcd and the tariff was re-ostablished hy the 
Government of India much as it hiul stood in 1S75 subject 
to some alteration and to a revisilon of valuations. Im¬ 
ports generally were .siibjccted to duly at the mte of 
5, per cent.^ but a few articles remained exempt from 
du^i tbo most important being food-graias, machineryt 
railway rrtfltcfials, and coal, cotton y&rn and manufactur¬ 
ed goods. Most classe.^ of iron and steel were taxed at 
the low rate of 1 per cent. 

In December 1894 cotton yarn of a certain liocnesi^ and 
cotton manufactures containing such yarn were made 
dutiahio at the general rate of import duty (3 per cont.)^ 
but a further change was made in February iSgfSp when 
cotton yam and cotton securing thread were exempted 
from dutyp and ihe rate of duty on all other cotton goods^ 
irrEspective of fincnes:s, ivos reduced to 3^ per cent. This 

* Cottem y*ms mre sard to be of yO's, &C. cotini^ whfln not 
more than a like number of hankV of ydi, go to the pOMUu 
avoi nl^lpoii - 
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redaction in dtily Jtntl the cftcuuitigemciit j^lven to .spocu- 
lauVc purcliniic^ by (he izxEig^g^erated reports Circnbleii in 
1896*97 tiif to the Bliortnfii^ of ihe American Cotton crop* 
led to an increase in tho Bombay imporla to the extent 
of iiftarly 11 crore of rupees in vaJuc, the total amount 
being 726^ ktkhs- 

lfi 1895 the exemption of mnehinery wa^i reNtncted to 
machineiy required for certain ^ipecilied Industrie^ip and 
from time to time additions were made to the induBtries, 
In i%9 the rostrietion tvns removed^ and all inachiuer^' 
was eKempled without reference to the induBtiy^fqr w^hicli it 
was required, fn JS94 a special import duty on sugar m 
eertaia Coses Wiftii levied- With effect from ^larch 1S99 
a countervailing duty wmi imposed on bounty-fed Iwqt 
sugar from foreign countrie^^k that it might not affect the 
indinn industry and with the intention of counteracting 
bounties paid directly or indiractly by foreign Govern- 
ntents. The manufacturer;? in the chief beet-growing 
countries obtained high prices in the home markets, 
owing to the operation of the protective duties* bo that 
they were able to sell their surplus stocka at rates con¬ 
siderably below cost prices. Further duties were there¬ 
fore imposed in (902 On sugar impc/rted from countries 
which b) llieir protective system rendered possible the 
formatian of trade combinations to manipulate the price 
of Sugar* A customs duty, at the rate of a quarter of a 
pie per pound, hoB al^obeen levied from the 1st April J903, 
On all tea produced in India and exported from any cus¬ 
toms port to any place beyond the Limits of britJsh India» 
the collections being paid to a Committee for promoting 
the sale and consumption of Indian tea. 

Tfie customs receiptB from iScK>-oi down to 1908-09 are 
given ia appendix I, The gross receipts of the CuBtontB at 
Bombay during the year 1907-08 amounted to R«i, 227 lakhs 
and w^ere the highest on record at Bombay. The export 
receipts, which W(*rc derived from the duty on rice and rice 
Hour exportetl to fore tgn couulrtes, aggregated Ks. 2 lakhs 
and the receipts from imports were Rs- 524 laklii. 

Act XVrj of 1894* which imposed a jper cent- duty pn 
cotton yam over count spun in British liKlian millsr 
came into force on the 27th December 1S94, and was repeab 
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cd with effect from the aind January 1S96. On the 3rd Fe¬ 
bruary 18*961 a new Vcl [II ot 1896) was prcniulgaredp wiilch 
imposed a duty of per cent, on cotton goods produced 
in British india^ ** cotton goodsbeing used to denote all 
tnanufactures of cotton c accept yarn and threadi The duty 
thus leviable is collected by ihe Collcclor of Bombay in the 
form of an assessment on the monthly returns of cotton 
fabrics issued from ihe mills^ CKcmption from assessment 
being granted in the ease of all fabrics exported to 
“declared'" foreign pofts^ The tariff vahjcs for the various 
cla-sscs of Ckitton goods are from time to time revised. 
The revenue callccled under the o'd Act froni mills in 
Bombay city amounted to about 4I lakhs; and when the 
new Act came into force in 1896 the stocks of cloth 
awaiting issue from the mills on the date of the passing of 
the Act were allowed to be issued free. These stocks 
amounted to about rl million lbs., and took nearly tw^o 
years to pass entirely out of the mills* 

The following table shows the revenue collected under 
the Cotton Dotiei^ Act from mills in Bombay ci^ since the 
year 1896 


Year, 

Number 
CT AlilK 

1 QuAhtiEy of 
[ dalh 

' prod^iced* 

Net cel lection 
or duty. 



Lbs. 

R^+ 

1896^9^ *■'9 i-fe. 

31 

4,8;,!,476 

b^oa^^ooD 

1900^1 *.♦ 

3 * 

S 8 i 33 (>> 74 a 

f,t 6 fOOO 

T905-D6 

4 r 

9 S. 595 ». 7»7 

154684OO0 

E90S-Q9 »*| 

1 

107,274,581 

ai,52,000 


Of recent years Ibere has been a marked Increase cn the 
production of the city^s mills* Those which arc furnished 
with both spinning and weaving machinery number 38 and 
produce annually about 110,000,000 lbs. of cloth V.e.i ji 
per cent* of the total produce of the mills in the Presidency) 
and export about id miLljon lbs. The chief classes of 
goods produced aire chadLtrs, long-cloth, domestics, dhotis. 
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Tcfothp sheetsng'Si^ s-tid colnitircd Jind fancyg^ocidsj 
and of these long cloth, T cloth, chadsrs and domestics 
are the chief kinds exported. The markets for these goods 
are JJan^lbar, MayntiuSp Aden, German East Afnea, Portu- 
gtiese East Africa^ Persia, Hongkong, Shangba], Arabia 
iuid the Siraits Settle men ts+ 

At the earliest period of which record remains^ there 
appear to have been sail-works in the northern portion of 
the island. In j686, for esamplei the Padre Superior of 
Handora was summoned for converting the Company's 
hshing-vicir at Raiili into a ^^alt-^pond, and in fT'^i about 
Es. uoo were cjcpcrided in enlargingthe .^alf-panii at Vadala. 
The system in v^ogue in the middle of the eighteenth cen¬ 
tury WAS that ** the Kiil.iinbis or husbandmen manufac¬ 
tured the salt and paid the Company a /^ka (rent) or moiot}- 
ol the anmiaL product of the panS| which were in charge 
of Portuguese stewards directly responsible to tne Com* 
pany's revenue olHciaJs : while the rules regarding the 
export and sale of «ia!t laid dow^n that for the first two or 
throe months of every year^ or until 50 fas bad been sold, 
the Company aJone hitd the right lo sell salt ; and that on 
the C!(piry^ of that period the sales by the Company (on 
behalf of themseli's'i^ a «d of the Kunbisji and the sales by 
private salt-maniifncturers should be In the ratio of two* 
thirds to ono-tbird, fn 175^ the salt-pans, belonging 
both to the Company and private persons, were farmed 
ont together for a period of seven years at the rale of 
Rs* 9,7^5 a year, the joint farmers being Bhiku Sinay 
ijShenvi), Newrekar and Manoel Te^rcira. The farmers wem 
permitted to ^11 at ivhat rate they chose, to export whither 
they pleased, and to molntain an entire monopoly of 
Kftlt, so long as they had any salt lo dispose of* On the 
expiry of the term of this contract a pttibon was received 
by the Coufidl from the inhabitants of the Islatid* who 
alleged that the farmers charged too high a price* sotd very' 
impure salt, and would not deliver salt from house to 
house, as the Kunbis formerly did. In cotisequefice, the 
new contract of 17^,8 contained more stringent provisions* 

I he chief of which were that the retail price 0/ salt should 
never exceed by more than 50 per cent, the price paid at 
I he pans, that the Co Jlcctor should regulate and publtsh 
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the ^lUn^'^prkes Once 4 fbrtnighii ^nd that the tdrra^rs 
should always maintain twelve retail^^hnps open every 
day from iunri^c to sunset in diJfcrent localities.' 

This sy^stcm of periodically farttiini^ out the salt-pans at 
Matunga, Kaufi^ Vadalpt, Shaikh-Misri^ and Scwri proper 
seems to Have continu4^d until the early portion of the 
nineteenth century. 

Thu later lustorv' of the salt-tevenue of Hombay city 
cannot be dissociated from that of (he sEdt-rc%’Onye 
throughout die Presidency- As early lus i 3 i 6 the que.-^tion 
of organizing a regular revenue from salt attracted the 
attention of the Bomtiay Government^ and in 1833 they 
submitted to the Court of Directors a proposal to establii^h 
a salt-mono poly r similar to that at MadraSi at a ma^imuni 
seJling-pfice of 45 pounds to the rupce» or Rs. 1-13-6 per 
Indian inauniJ, which was estimated as equivalent to an 
Luuiuat Ux of 4 anna~s per head of poptiLation. This 
proposal was hott^cver negatived, on the grounds that the 
Bombay Presidency was still unsettled and depressed^ and 
that such a monopoly might cause a scarcity of salt, 
Threo years later howTsvert both the Court of 

Directors and the Bombay Governtncril approved of a 
‘iuggeslion of Mr. Bruce, a member of the Bombay 
Customs committee^ to substitute an excise duty on saltj 
equivalent to annas GJ per Indian maiindp for the 
various transit and town duries, taxes on crafts and prti- 
fessions^ and similar cesses then In existence. Much 
correspondence took place on the question; and In 1S36 
the whole proposal was referred for decision to the Endian 
Customs committee, then sitting in Calcutta^ which 
Ciimc to the conclusion that an iLniform excise and import 
duty of Si annas per mnund on salt was the most suitable 
method of replacing The objectionable transit*dues- 
Accordingly Act XX%' 1 I of 1S37 ivas p^sed, which 
imposed an exetse^uiy of 8 iinnas per mauod on all salt 
delivered from any work m the territories of the Bombay 
Government, forbade the manufacture of saJt without 
previous notice being given to the CoJlcctorj and em- 

* F<Fr furlh^r OetSihf of pnees^ quantity cxporled between 173 s 
duii t ^481, And for Ihe full text ^ I he fami-cnnl ice PambAy 

Tewfi ajid IsEand AfAterioli, IT., 164-173. 
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the Collector Lo arrange to keep account!f of 
all snit mad y Foe turn'd and stored and lo pfevent smug'- 
gling. 

This Act was followed by Act I of 1858, ivijich cMablishetf 
H revised system of sea and land customs^ imposed an 
import-duty of 8 annas per maund on salt Imported From 
foreign territory^ and abolished the transit-dues which 
had been suspended in The prtictical effect of this 

inea!iiin:i^ which also provided for preventiv'e cordons and 
[dKjU-rihed variouif petty taxes amounting to about 6J iakh^* 
II year, was a loss on tninstt-dues of i6'6 lakhs an 
average annual revenue from salt of 14 lakhs. To recoup 
I he net annual loss of 2 ^ lakhs^ ifie excise-duty on ^edt wa> 
rjiised by Act XVt of 1844 to one rupee per maund^ 
being ^subsequently reduced to 13 annas per maund, in 
accordance ^i.nth ardors received from the Court of 
Directors; and to obviate the ^fmuggling which the 
rise in duty tended to produce. Act XXXI of 1850 was 
passed, which legalized the levy of an import and ex^ 
port duty equal 10 the excisc-dut)- and imponed various 
measures on unauthorised manufacture of and irafBc 
in the cDnimodiiy. In 185G there were 23 wak-work*:, 
^vhich produced annualFy about Fjoo^ooo maunds of 
snh* 

The fioancinJ JiHiculties of 1855 urged the Eombav 
Oovemment to increase the excise-duty ; nnd after the 
question had been referred to a coininittco composed of 
the two Revenue Commissioyens imd the CommassJoner 
of Cu.stomSi the rate w&a enhanced^ with the approinit of 
I he Government of IndUt^ to one rupee per maund 011 the 
17th August in that year. In 1861 the rate was enhanced 
lo Ke, i-4N> per maund, the increase being legalised by 
Act VJl of 18614 which empowered the Governor-General 
in Coundl lo raise the Ikimbay tax to Re per 

maund; in Januarj- 1865 it was raised lo Rs. j-8-o by 
notification ; in 1S69 it was increased to Rs. 1-13-0 and 
again in 1S77 to Rs. 2-8+0 per maund- A slight reduction 
to Rs. 2 was effected in 1*83, but in 188& it was again 
found necessstry' to raise the rate to Rs. 3-8-0, which 
subsisted unaltered for fifteen years. A large sunpJuE of 
rcveimc, however, enabled rhe Government of rndla to 
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reducis the tajs to Rs, 2 in March fi:>&3, ajid again tu 
Re. i-S-o In Match 1905. Aci X of lSSa» it be noted, 
cmpoweiB iho Govemmcnt of Indisi to raise ihe salt-tax 
to Rs. 3 permaund. 

Tho increase in prodiiclion and in saJc through out 
the Pttsidency necessitated the farmulatjon of an 
elnboratfl system for checking the trade in contrabajiii 
saltp which was de^icribed by Mn Flowden in 1836 
as having attained large proportiona in Jjombay. 
Accordingly Mr, G. Pedder was appointed in 
1869 to enqujrie into the salt administmtion of the 
PrcsEdenc>v and in 1S70 submitted a report showing 
that the cntitrahand trade in salt amounted to mom than 
800,000 tnaunds a yt^ar : that aM the iialt used in Bombay 
city os well a^ 31^000 maund^ cjfiported from it wa,s 
smuggled aalE^ and that the bulk ot Lhe smuggling took 
place at the regular salt works. To pot a atop to this 
illicit tralhc^ Mr. Redder also formulated, e^ihaustivc 
proposals, which contemplated rnfsr ulta the stoppage of 
the free export of salt to Calcutta and the MuJahar Coast, 
and the formation of a new Sialt Department under a 
Collector tend Assistant Collectors, aided by a strung siaff 
of Preventive aaJ C^ast Guard Officers* 'Diesc proposals 
were approved by the Hombay Government nnd by the 
Govcmmeat of India in iSyi* and Mr. (a/terwards Sir 
Charicsl Pritchard was appointed to carry out Mr. Pedder^s 
suggestions and to draft a new Salt Act which eventually 
inlo for.;e as Act VI t pf .873. Mr. Fntchnrd had no 
easy task before him ; hut in spile of considerable opposl- 
Uon and an actual sirike among the salt^m^tkcrs, the new 
arraiig-ments were introduced by him during 1S74 and 
187s what lhe Secretary of Stats charocterbed as 

great inteiligeficc^' and “ remarkabk success.^'* Until 
the passing of Act V of iSKj, the Collector of Salt Re¬ 
venue was directly subordinate to Government, their 
immediate superiority tiein f %ested by that Act in the Com- 
missioner ofCusti^ms, Opium and Abkanas Commissioiver 
of Salt Revenue ; and some rorther changes In the powers 
exercised by locaJ oUkers were ml reduced by the Bombay 

* ^n^tary gf l^e^fUch lf> the Ggverninent of Opikiibair. 

^Oi 1 af the 2Dtb April, 
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Salt Act of 1890, which .superseded the Act of iSj^ iiRd 
is vtill In fotco.* 

The manuracturc of .ealt is only permitted under a SeofuM* lTn^i 
license from the Collector of SnJt Revenue, and no 
salt can be removed from a saluwork without a 
permit signed by the Sarkarkun. Besides the salt-taK 
a groumj-rent nt the mto of 3 pies per m^iu d is 
recovered on salt sold and is credited as salt* 
revenue.* The duty on salt is recovered at the office 
ofthe Collector of Halt Revenue in Bombay city, where 
the trader is furnished with a receipt which he presents to 
the Sarkarkun, together with hk application for removal 
of ssUl If the trader executes a bond and depnaits 
Mcurities in promissory notes, he is permitted to remove 
»lt on credit. Thu ground rent charges are paid In cash 
m the Sarkarkun s office at Matung.i. All salt Is checked 
by the Preventive officer at Maiunga before removal to 
Bombay for local consumption or for consignment to 
other places. Under the orders of Government Matungn 
i»alt is now fi92gj issued free of duty for Indus* 
tTMl purposes to ^rious companies. The rate at which 
salt ts sidd at the Matung^i works varies from one 
pie to a annas per mtund, the greater portion 
jng so cj at one anna per mayad. Formerl!/ ihii 
prevailing rate was 2 annas ; but the recent reductions in 
duty have resulted in a considerable reduction ot prices, 
masmuch as the trade on the one hand is espandlng 
and on the other hand the capital required to tinance it is 
about 37 per cent. Jos’s than It used to be. 

Thcrapcatud enhancements of the salutax up to 1888, sum a mm 
coupled with a dem-and for Bombay sail,, Awwi- 

engendered a large increase in revenue, which rose from 
t j lakhs m 1840 to 25 lakhs in 1902*01. The increase is 
also partly due to nddltional »alt work.s opened during the 
last 25 years. 


‘ Per further inforiutian rer Sir Prddei*. report of 1870. the 

i^fnorAniiJ^ cT the C^Owemmml ttf Indi^ ibe rvpDri uf ihc 
Smll Cwimill^# of 1904. 

»The Wnitia Uahul ujt’«reHi« at Matunxa, bt-ng silvnted on 

fnqm Eilrtit, Bne cMceept {ram Liui 
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TJte siubjoinctl table shows I be ann ual av'cragte 
production, sales smd revonuo of the Matun^a salt^ivorks 
from rS6o*6f to 1908^*9 :— 


Period- 

Produce 
in mbtiTid!ii» 

in RiHutioft. 

Revenue, 

Rh- 

Ten yeBimeliding t 8 <^'gM- 70 ». 



93i44J 

■ I fp IP iSyg-^c.,, 

S 6 *.S <3 


Shi3iJ4t' 


* 3^.163 

iSSpSag 

1 f.SJ.64S 

i It 

8ao,5ij 1 

6oip743 

^9^*9.577 

Five 3 >'enr!i end iiig 1 <^^ 5 . 

<1*36?j03 ; 


J't* 9 i 4 aj j 

Fur the yejij- 


9 ^ 0*064 

S.Sj.JSi 1 


Fi^om the earliest period of British rule In Bombay, 
revenue was derived from the manuractare and sale of 
liquor, and tbe fact that there w-erc two duHdjfus/ffes or 
distilleries on the Lshirid at the ittne of the cession seems 
to show that the Partng:uese Lady of the Manor also 
derived a certain amount of revenue in tbk manner- 
Subsequent to the cession of the island, the earlie-^t 
reference to the excise administration and revenue is 
contained in a letter from the Court of Directors to the 
Council at Surnt of March 27, 1668+ in which they 
describe the arrack-farm as yicldinif aooo /kjndaos a year* 
while in 167 a the tavern^ rents of the island were declared 
to have been rarmed out for about 300 Xerapbins by Mr, 
Hilh In 1675 “ punch-licenses" yielded 500 Xer^+phins* 
and In 1676 the airack-fnnfns felched 5340 Xuraphins/ 
In the latter year also anew ta?c styled J^gftds or 

ffeah castums appears to have been imposed upon oil* 
hAatifft and maAudfi Of uihowra and wa* farmed out for 
1600 Xerapbins, one of the conditions bein^ that no one 
but the farmer should sell les^s than a maund retaih 

B> teSy the proceeds of the arrack-farm had risen to 
SSoo Xeraphinsp while m 1694 fresh rei^ulatjotw for the 
Ucensiag of punch -hounes Yvere framed, in which it w^as 
laid down that Ucenscs for the retail-sale of all sorts of 


' BoKthAi III, 4*1, 
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wine. beer. mmn. ■ arrr^k -should he t^runted on\y to 
persons of fjond behaviour and that fixed lavcm-chargcs 
should be driiwn up '* to prevent uxtortlon by the tavern- 
keepers 111 utkm^ more for punch or wine than wh.it had 
been funtierly ordered find practised,"* ‘n,c receipts 
from the farm and the licenshitf of puflth-houses grtidu- 
ally rose, in 1737 the liquors sold by reiail in the punch- 
housfis were tioa arrack, tvhich paid a duty of Rs. i_:; per 
hojfshetid : European wtnc of all kinds paying a duty of one 
rupee per dozen ; Persia or Shiraa wine paying Rs. j per 
chest : drams In atses paying Rs. 5 per cas^; and brandy 
;md beer, which paid a duty of 8 annas per dozen. The 
^•aUzatlons from the punch-house licenses varied from 
Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 2.000. The arrack-farm rose gradually 
to Rs. lo.iws a year in iysSand to Rs. 14.300 in 1734. 
i-Lttflrly they were !et by public auction for a term of 
tlireeyears, ^'’’^ 37 ihe Company,seeingthattheahandaris 
had suffered under this system, advised the letting of the 
farrn to them for Rs. 12,000. in view of their fdthful 
services. This lease expired In 1740 and was again 
renewed. Shortly afterwards the Bhandaris complained 
lhal they suffered hardship under their Mukadam and 
besought Government to inteneae. i^s a result certain 
new rules were framed appointing E.sajI N.iik as admials- 
rator of the farm on Rs. 30 u month, with four inspectors 
on Rs. 10 a month each, who were to ascertain what 
each Bh an dart ought to piy. The rate per tree paiable 
by the Bhandaris was definitely fixed; and the CJiauffit/ns 
and /^ii*/iof the caste were, in pursuance ufan old Custom, 
allowed cadi to enjoy 36 trees free of all taxes. The 
general result was that the bulk of the Bhandaris obtain¬ 
ed the trees at a smaller price than before and enjoyed the 
privifflge of sellingJ what they distilled in the most 
profitable mjuincr, while the Company's rent rose to 


I Mum wms a kiuil of nJe brewi-d firem wheiU.mjiJt, 

Bombay Gu«lt«r Mhlcrisls, til, J74, 

s' Ph'ndariaMul J«|| o^Iy on* kindofcminlrv 
t 3,^^ L which wna taddy-stsril ol rmiehly in“ LT p' 

sd I ^ -;/>p |™m.nunlv cned (ip.oddy or4oTe UP 

30 
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12,500 incUidm^ tlie amount of The 

i^ystem, however, was still far from perfect, and Esaji 
Naik appears to have treated many individual Bliandaris 
with considerable in]Listice. Consetjucntly in 1742 the 
administration of the farm was transferred to one Manuel 
Barrel to," wiio was authot]:&ed to levy from each holder of 
a cocoanui or bmb-ttee the rales rneniLoned in the rules of 
the pre:vions year, and a standing council was appointed to 
decide all matters of dispute. It w^as further ordained 
that all Goa or couiitr>' arrack imported from the conti¬ 
nent {t\c- main land I should be reported to the manager ot 
the farm for the levy of the tns/' In 1745 it was observed 
that the Btiandans* monopoly of the iirrack farm resulted in 
ihegrow-thof the number of arrack-houses, and conse¬ 
quently in frequcnc brawls and disiurbmncesin thegarrisun- 
The Company therefore decided to discontinue the mono¬ 
poly and put the farm up to public audioit was sold 
to i?avaji Dharamset for Rs. 27^000 (including tht sum for 
on condidons w'bicfi limUcd the salt^ distillri- 
tiofi and import of liquor, restricted ihc n 11mher of arrack- 
shops, iindp to sume estijnt+ checked the t;i|e of liquor 
outside the shops.' Three years later (1746), however, tht 

* To the R»- i t,ooo for tlis r»nn wa^i nu -xira Rs, 5100 jv 

year, which reprise niiiti the va-lue uf xii xficieai tr buie ker^wn 

w toddyrknife^xx. 

* BxrrCllO wan pnid R;-:^ JO 4 mortih liy the Comimny fur thi^ 
duly- 

' Bombay GatefleCr >1xteriAls 111, 3 ^^. The Bh-.rtdArls 
formed into Imnd'i -qiidiir their o wti bi 5 adfni.’n and hxd llie 

n|^ht, if 4is!iiLLk3£ed, to poEidrui the ullicfr m commafd of iKi* Fi^rt 
Guard who had to submit Jt !□ th^ President in CooniciE 

+ Tlie detailed H^n^ement wa-fc pasiied with Sava) • 

E JharamseCf acid wan I he tirsi i mportant measu r-' iiitrodui-ed to 
I'heck Ehe sale, djiErlbutioii and import Ol liquor — 

That the ^aiJ Pre>iidirnt mid CQUriciE doth by 'hesc pri-T^eiLEs 
^rant ueiEo Savf^l Dharaaih(?t tbe arrack farm atid Or 

toddy knife^tav, of this isinjid of Bona bay fur llini^e ^eara tlie 
rate of Rh. ]-,ooo a yL-^nr EO be made eood imd paid to the said 
Prtjsidnit atid Cooneil or their suc%‘eavors m mi.i.riner fcilJowinpijr 
That is to say two mouths from the dale henisof Or On llie lit 
of October tbe ijm of 4,500 and Iram thenceforward 9 t> the 
ol every inorith the fiiiffl oE' R(^. ^,350 Until the expiry of Ehij farm, 
u consideration of theSi" paymenla the foElotvin|^ eand'tioiis and 
urivile^i^eA are (t runted tlie said pirmer* Th*[ nil the hidian inha- 
of this Inland be loetifd 10 hrSiif: er sflll on i; any flofi of 
arrayk commottly ralFoif parriar arraeb (a nalLvo »piril) uridcf 
perLalty of R^, 50 for every offence* th.? fitie lO be diyided bciween 
the Itonourablr Company and Ihe farmer. Sbon! 1 they Or nny 
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ivas again given to the Bhsindarts for a period ol 
t'e years tor Rs. jo,ooo, in conttequence of repeated com¬ 
plaints from them as to the conduct of the farmer. The 
term was etcietided to five years, as the Bhardaris repre¬ 
sented that “ the first year will chiefly be spent in pn*- 
paratfon for carrying on the bosiness,-' On their side the 


toTmj bririK Co£i nrj-nck for sate and »ball be able 

cr£^ t^r^ii ne Obliged to lifiiidsrr 11 icn the Uixm hk 

N> by> II llii* importer may be sti \ibcriy Eo selJ^lo am ^if tlie 

h.^ntrv Ibe buyer paying f^rmW ckic 

of f“« of R hoifshcnd at one time on penaMv 

Bl,» a *’“ ofieBi’f. to be divided as aferementiened »Vo 

f'*'**'’ "‘■“'•‘H ■'‘"y wilhoul reave from the 

^P^'* be shall iH-obhired to-elUueh 

o^y.;h ot. penalty of Rs. ^ U- divided bal^^Tn the H^aoo^ 
o fnriTier- In vase Any of I lie caste of tieoiSe 

catted Parsi* or othere shaJJ buy or distil fjr sale or distU foT u^e 
'Pirit* the peisoti sa otfending shall be HabCe to the 
afo«s«,dpenartyio be .iivided as afore.i.eT.tMned. ^e Wer 

ff nt Bombay to the Euro. 

™t a convenient^diatance with- 

f,rw Ti the town sales and m like manner one at Atahim and 

ir^^o * He may set op other shops for sellinp arr^kTo^".e 
S.™.'f,« ** •‘h^fllltink pwiper, the ttonoMiabte 

^r^iiy a lowjiig ground for thai purpose as well as for^e fivr 

tWaS*’‘'s AlUha^cofbuiklmKlarhe ao 

Md by rtosc under htv direction any kind of nrr.-U'k lo the Eun^- 
“t Other strops or | 4 ncrs than at Ihe dve 
^ops mentioned in the loregoinK aH.ctc under the pennTtv of 
‘dTeneeto lie paid to IheHonourahJe Coinpnav. Nor 
-riS “'Ofttuh Ufy European Soldit'rs or saitors after eun'iet, or 

T T or return to the barracks then the farmer er 

a givenculce CotheolKeersofihegates trhuwii] send 

'• 'ho farmer or ilia servants shall neirleci 

ser“«lK"m.n^.he"l”"rT' 1*^ •l*’**^ «». S* ""d Hu? 

Bseheymavde«>rve, Should thesellinKcountrv 
arr«. k to such persons be forliidden the farmer must paV a strict 

dli*i i tfarmer vhnlt s/ll hi* dou hlc 

^ the rerand sinjjiedwtifled at 4 plee Ihe 

Without itny mixture of water so that an V 
betdre 't®i*,ROod and fttri measure 

" ffom the sbep. It It proves bad nr short th 
sliSr rr^i.»to impose upon the hiiycr 

rarilL . ">»rket. If the complaint be found Juat the 

jiTj ?-- y. ’.'’"Jl bs* .subject to the pmalt* of id/arijli.i- 

'•'nficrkof the market us wb« former- 
Umh !*hair be admitiedaficrtbearrack bu- 

The farindursoflhi- 

island •hall be ohliprcd lo let the Dbaadari, have three ceCoanuI 
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Bhatitliirihi nnttcrUH[>k lu U*kic over ihw urrack rem^iinin^: 
lix the former corttnictorV liuricls artd to pay for tKc shop>i 
hull I by him hiiiJ for alii litensils hclongm^ To th^ farmj 
Under this new eonlracl the Bhantljiris obTaiiieU the righi 
ol selling arrack to ihe native!^ at their own houses ouisldt 
tlie town, and MantieS Harrctto, who itlood security for 

II «H in the ioo For drawini^ toddy al Fhc price of hi* picc Uic monlh 
fflr P-iich Ireo rs hath tk-eti cu*>lofi]Ary. furtlior the faiiindHir^ 

hui-a Bll^wcd the BhandRn^t a i^realcr numbop of trees ehan the 
thpof per ceoti *foromontinrH.'d at their own raU% they shAh flol 
lake ihem away durmgf I hr term Ehi* Erase unti the fApiwers ol 
the Companv^ orttt'' Ofi- this- i>in.nd shrill allow the sRid farmer 
thrrr irOra Out of every loo at the cLivlcm^ary rales- Bui iho 
(armors of thr OAPls mEV kt ibc ffirmer yt the arrack rpnt hAVC in 
ihe whole tolhc RmOibli: . , * the rhouaand tre^V upon ihc lermn 

they ahnli a^ree with* The BhandErisi, who may have leave from 
Lho farmer Ee draW" toddy and dsNtiT nmick sliwl!! p^y hrm iwonthry 
for each tree ien and twenty pite or jvo and iM m, that 
I hey shall pay lO pice Or S<^ W for the Ireeit hired from the 
Iwi^indErs at'lhrLr OWO Pfttc^ and la picc or tOo uTi for the tree> 
which he hnsa^^ Eho three pi^r cent, rn the aflid faiindara oilaEr. 
That ahoiikt iho farmer sn*tpi'Cl or have tie Eke of any person"* 
ditUlHniK i^elliiifJ hrrRvk, Eie hH“v liberty lo make search with Ihr 
proper onfiecr»* lialh been cojitomary. And In like manner he' 
may examine any heals or vesseisi and W-hepe nny a^fack^ irXCvpt 
Niich by these art teles is allowed to be imponedp or utOniih fi>r 
dbStillinirit are found ihey^ shah he forfeited and I he party oFfench 
inp; be fined 50 lo be divided between the ifostourablc Cont- 
panv and Ihe rarmer. Thnl the niniiiddm , bEaik+ fourr/^aa- 

Ihpee/ia/i7i of Bouibay w'ilh five/w^f& of Mahim shall 
lie obliifed lo assist and Strvc Ihv farmer pweivin^ no mOpe than 
14 customary for wueh apsi Ntancc.^ That i** the mn^ndam nhall 
have two eoiis and Cftcli of t'lu c^tnuvhxd^S and ^iiii one eoltr 
Krwm Ihe IW-o eoits the Niv^odara may m onual make arrAek and 
<cU in hift own house, must nOl h* 1I it elsew^here Wnlhoul heinJC 
sabjecl lo Ebe I>rnally nforetacntioned. And ntthoufj^h the 

and may distU tbetr coita. they mu Si ns hath been 

cttslomary sell such arrack to ihe farmer nr be liable to the fine 
aforemeniioned. in caa* the farmer shall receive damaj^e in hi< 
farm by nny unforeseen accident, such as w'arp dearth^ fnmine^, 
pCNtiknce^ pr theliko, I he CpmpWr»y will make h-m sudh *n ahnle- 
meot hp his rent ns may be jtidjred ref'sonfthle by Ihe CiovornDr 
.Liid Council Or hv Any other cho'^etii fc^r that pnrposr-i Should the 
farmer for Ihe Pecoverv of his debts nod due* have occnaiun Id put 
jtJH' of the Hhandaris under charjje oF the puard the^verat 
viffii-ei's at the i^al^i eu4tom-bpuset and nut posts wilt he directed 
to receive such person. And In- ifive the fnrnier in Ail olficr re^pecEN 
■^uch assistAra’c as li>^Eh been usual hrrcTofuro* He shall also br 
aHowed f(iK sepoys for collect iOk bin debts Rtvd every Bbondari 
that ^halL be delivered inlo tl'C euftHody ofthe ^uard must pay na 
more lhan six picc At his rol ea-^e- In cm firmnti on whereof Ehr 
vAid President Amt Council hsvt- cAusod Ihr COfnniiin seal of the 
4nid HonDumhle Company to be nIBved iti Bombay CaAtte ibi?* 
day of AueuSl *74 Bv order of the Honourablo W, Wake, E^q-s 
Pre 9 i<^™i And Coveirvor and CounEnI of Bombay^ 

T Bombay GajtcUocr MaleriaTst Part III, 
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them, iviui enirusiej with the .idmifiistriitbii cif the tar.m 

On the cKpiry of ftsch period, the contract was renewed, 

and the farm remained in the hands of the RhandarK 
iintd *775. 

Chiinffes, however, were gradually introduced to rcstrkt 
the dwtdlation and sale of liquor. The fazindars of the 
island, for example, had for niany years enjoyed the privi¬ 
lege ot drawingr tojjy without paying anvthing <o the farm, 
they In return allowing the IJhandaris to tap as many trees 
on the frurrndari estates as they pleased (m reasonable 
rems (r.f,. one rupee for every six or eight trees). This 
privilege Wits withdrawn in 1737. Another measure de¬ 
signed to cheek the illicit distillation of arrack was the vest¬ 
ing of the right of purchasing imported mhewra liiiHor in 

the tarmers on condition that they should give to certain 
authorized Parsi distiiJers such quantity of the spirit at 
prime cost as w!isrequired for the use of ihemseives and 
ihclr ramiKes.‘ A qurijiit reflection of the political circiim- 
stunces of the latter half of the rSih century is found In the 
contracLol 17110, which laid down that the Bhandaris 
should furnish tioo sepoys, without any pay or allowance, 
wltcnever called upon to do so by the Bombay Govem- 
raent.' The value of the arrack fiirni tn 1760 was 
Rs. 38,000. This system of nrrack-farming continued 
until (804. 

At the opening of the jgth century, the monopoly of the 
sjili* of niuJiLry liquor iind tdJefy wns firmed yci^rly or for 
;i tcriTi of y^arjfl ai tfie option ot Gov'emitsenL la lion 

I of iSo4^ Ufsdcr lvb]i*h th]^ arran^irmeni was coittinncsds 
prorided among other that no nihpivra should tv 

impnrtifd for dl^iilUacioii except on a permit from the farmcrr 
under a licence Jssoed bv iwoJusticeH af the Pence anU 
counlcrsij^ned by the Collector of Land Revenue. ■ The 
farmer levied on such mbowra a duty of loo per cent, at/ 
Tfa/^mrf anti Government duty at 34 per cent* Mhowra 
imporced merely tor private e-oiismiDptidn won admitted 

* Rombny Ciaxeilear MatdriiiEaH PatI 111,4;^. 

^ /fijV* 4di|p 

’ C. W* Report i3l Ot-t. ist* il!^^ 

^ TIJC BeiieN of JusEkze^ WJU of ihU fhiwci- Nv Goveni. 

nienl yf JrtdS.l XVlTt pf 
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under it pencil From the farmer aintl paid only theGavcrn- 
inent duty. The import a&i well the mwniifactare and 
sale of counm spirit^ by any one except the farmer 
Forbidden. Spirits itn-d from Goa mi^ht be 

imptuted only In i:asks, containing of the former 35 gallons 
and of the hitter 4i gallons ; but its sale to the native in- 
Itahllants of the island was confined to the fiirmer. The 
farificr gtanled licenses for the sale of sweet and ferment’- 
ed loddy and of vinegar made from toddy, with tSie sanc¬ 
tion of the Gollecior and two Justices of the Peace. The 
rEtail-rate for spirits and toddy was fixed ; and ihe Uhan- 
daris who tapped the tnees had 10 obtain a license from the 
farmer before they could sell loddy or vinegar, and had 
to pay 5 and G rei^s per dcindti of 2 sers. The importa¬ 
tion of Goa spirits for ihe use of taverns frequented by 
Europeans was allowed under a permiti, and formed no pari 
of the farm. European spirits^ Bat4%'iu or Ley Ion arrack, 
and Bengal rum tvere also free from the farmer's inter¬ 
ference^ bul could be sold to natives only wholesale. In 
ifi[3 the sale of country arrack and ibreign Liquor in any 
quantity and of any description was prohibited, except 
under a ficcnce from the magistracy ; and this rule was in 
5S15 extended to the retail sale of toddy and ah other fer¬ 
mented and Intoxicating liquor^^ At ihls date the farmer 
siisems to have distilled spirits in fixed places under super- 
vision similar 10 that exercised in distilleries. But 
some few year?^ later these dtstilleries were declared a 
nuisance and were removed to Kaninja island, it being 
held that stricter supervision could be maintained there 
than in a large dtyv In the meanw^hile fiovernment took 
into their own hands the Levy of the duty upon i£>ddy. 

In 1830 this duly was fig,ain given in Farm for a period 
of three years and new rules for its levy were promulgat¬ 
ed. The rate fixed was four annas per month for each 
cocoanut tree and for each brab tree in Bombay proper. 
In Mahim a lower and variable was ^xed on hrab 

trees. The juice of the date-palm was aiway\s sold a?- 
sweet toddy f and the duty thereon levied at the old rale of 
3 reas per banda or measure of 2 sers, A still-head duty 
was al^o imposed of S annus a day on a still for the manu- 
Facture of the prtHluce of fin trees. In 1S3J an impost of 
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was levkd on date trees in lieu ot the rate per 
AcmdW of juicei and the prohibition against the distillation 
of the juice was removed. The fntnicng of these duiii^ was 
4lot successful ; and -so on the passing of Regxilation X oi 
iS:J 3* which legalized the above-mentioned Impost except¬ 
ing" the still-head dutyj the Collector resumed the manag^- 
iiient of the Abkarl revenue. The licenses granted under 
this Regulation required that 30 Or 60 trees should be taken 
up by the HcenseeSp for one month certain if cocoanut trees, 
and for one year certain if date or brab trees. Wlien the 
svsrem wa.sln fulUvorking order, the Bhandari usually had 
to pay the following arnount annually 


Per tree. 

To the Owner of 
the tree. 

To Govemn^ent. 

Tcinj,. 

Cocoaiiut 

Hrnh ... 

te fi. 

R>. 6 

R-S. T Ic || 

} Id 

Rn. 3 

Rs* li to j 

j 

R». 9 

R* 3 | 104I 
R‘^+^|^OJ[ 


About 1840 no license wass granted for less than 6u 
cocoanut or brab trees or 700 date trees. ' A proposition 
Vr'njs submitted by the Collector of Bombay iii 1841 to 
o'lthdraw from the Bhandaris the permission to distil and 
to establish a ceniral distillery. This formed the com* 
mcncement of a lengthy discussion regarding the advi^abi* 
llty of establishing sa^r dL^tilleries in BombaVi which wa>. 
not concluded till 1^347* when Government objected to them 
on the score of scarcity of water in the island and the 
probability of thdr becoming a> nuisance. In the 

Collector recommended that the proprietors of the gardens, 
in which toddy-yielding trees grew, should be called on 
to pay the abkari cess, as they were the owDen^ of the 
trees, and .should therefore be held re-sponsible for the¬ 
re venue leviable thereon. Thi$ recoitimendafion resulted 
from an enquiry which showed that for some years 

* Mra, PpilAna in 1S39 dcsvHbcd I he Sale of to 4 d%A% the ntojl 
prpfiEabLe traile in Bombay. »On avcomt oi the jffMl and gene. 
rnJ u^seof Ihia iniOHIicadnK drinh Gevert^ment has been forceej to 
an Order forbidding Ihc exialeiu^e of toddy stores wilhiti a 
r^Lilaied diatftnL'e of each Other. Sc gmat It the use of 1 hit liqyer 
iHat the Tini-ie been renstraiaed to remark that the 

increase of depravity and crime has been mdre rapid ainee Icddv- 
■iitcrie\ have bteome general.*' 
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previous froiii m lo 50 per cent- of trees had bi^en t,ipped 
in ejtcess of the number ior which licenses had h^en 
issued. Govetiinicnt approved of the rccortittiendjitkin, 
hut hiidlnj^ that it was unpalatable to the owners of the 
^rdens* directed that the duly should still he levied from 
the Bhandorii but that no license should he j^ranted esccept 
on the security of the owner ot the trees. In iRi|,3 order 
iv-cre issued that lao trees should jn future bo the 
minimum for which a llccnf^o should be Issued. In 1844 
the attention of Government wii-s draWti to the ^reat 
Increase in the number of date*tree plan unions which had 
sprung* up since the removal of the rcslriction on the 
distillation of the juice of these trees in and con- 

•iidering it nccoM^an- that the progressive increase or 
these plantations should be checked ^ directed th^- 
Collector of Bombay to revert to the plarj that t^btainetl 
prior to 11^33 and to refuse licenses for lapping date trees, 
unless the applicants bound themselves not lo dispose of 
thejujcc for dislillaticn. On the representation of the 
ColJector however Government mtodified their order+ and 
directed that the number of date trees licensed in each 
estate should he reduced 10 per cent, yearly, and ihai 
licenses should he withheld in the ciise of trees in 
gardens not properly lookl^d after. This order vvas 
vigorously opposed by ihe owaer.s of the gardens, and in 
1S4S Government, considering the grounds for the 
imposition of the restriction fnsuHicient, cancelled their 
former order. During the next icn years little alteratjoii 
was miidc^ except that the minimum tiumber of trees for 
which a license was issued was raised us follows : —cocoa- 
nut trees i50p brabs In Mnhim joo smd elsewhere 
date trees S50. 

The need of an Act to put the liquor excise in Bombay 
on a good footing had for some years engaged the 
attention of Goveimnent. Accordingly Act XVH of 
[S59 was passed. Ily it ths 3 prevailing system was noT 
interfered with, but the hands of the executive were 
strengthened to punish illicit distillation and generally 
to enforce rules which up to that time had only the 
sanction of Custom. The rates were doubled, and the 
minimum of irees qiiollfying for a still wns reduced to 50. 
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The t>hajid[iri.N ;it fir^it piissivefy uppo^ed the increase, 
chicflyatthemstiEraiiun of the oivners of the trees, but the 
strike ceaseJ OH Govornment fnakSnfr U clear that they 
had no ifitenUon of yie Id inj;. 

Thij ^’Orkin^'^ of I he Ahkari sy'.lL^in in Jlombay in the 
year 1870 is thus described by Majdr LaUjjhtau, tFicii 
Superintendent^ Bombay Re venue Survey :- 

The collecLicin oi the revenue is made monthly and 
patd by the BI1 andarisdirect to ihc Jk+ad Inspector at the 
Tolfectors nflice* So Ixcenjie ss i^ranled nnle^is 50 or 
inore trees are taken up ^ The Tieenses are g^ivtn vn [he 
ist .\iigu.st, E.w\\ license includes une stilL Every Bhan- 
dsirl is pb|j|reci by ihe end of July lo Inform the Inspector 
ol his district^ which anti hoiv many Irees he intends titk- 
Ing op the next y^ar. Thu makes his reporl lo 

the Collector^ Lind on the IJcen^^e being granted he marks 
upon the walJ of the oari the number of ihe Ilcenj^c and 
the ntirtiber of trees In the same niirt under that license, 

‘"Tfsc Bhaitdari pays Government Ibr each cucaiiniit 
or brab tree Sunnas per mensem^ und r rupee per nnmmi 
for each date tree, should ;my of the cocoaniit trees run 
dry during the year, he can chxitrge them for others upon 
inform I Pig the Inspector, and he Is not re^i^uired to pav 
anything e>ctni. Should however a hrab tree run dit, 
which it genenjily dtjes after about four months. Fie Is 
still retjuired to pay for the number he look up at first 
unlit the end ot the year* as well ns 8 annas per mensem 
for every esctni brab tree laken up ; thus a man taking up 
50 cocoanut trees ivili only htu'e to pay 25 rupees for the 
year, even if he changed the whole of them during that 
rime : but should he take up a tike number of brab trees 
he would have to pay 7^ rupees for Ihein, and an entra 
H annjii per mensem for every other tree taken up 
unliJ the end of ihe year^ fn like manner the date 
trees* 

As soon .is the licenses are gninted, the Jnspectur of 
the division, or portion of the division, paints out the old 
number on each tree and walli and re-numbcrs those under 

■ Wai pocrVA^fsl to tuo vA:f>dilia «niJ far.ih Jind dale 

Irf.'* tty 1^7, Cflusiiigri devrvinu- \n ib* ^nis. 
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ihtf nvw license t:oFiNegatively, Imishin^ off fay pjaiain^ ilie 
number of tlic Isccnse w the wail, ;iEid itie nurnher of trees 
under that license in itnit nati, os i^forementioned. 
Should any of his trees run dry , the Bhandsiri informs 
iho Inspectort satis^es himself of the fact, paint?. 

the number on the tree* and appli cs the '^ame mim-- 
hcr to another trect reporting^ the clTcum^;tancc to the 
Head Inspector. If a Bhandsirl is c.au^ht drawing 

toddy from an unnumbered I nee he is fined hy the Police 
Ma^istnitc, and half of the fine gCHiR to the peon or 
Inspector, whoever first diseovered the detinqueney. The 
inspector is suppt^sed to visit atl the oarts in his division 
Hi least once a da}', his peons nnd. patrols being continiiaMy 
on the alert. The raleis paid to the fazindar are variou^i — 
cDcoajiut trees running 3 to therapccp brab about each, 
and date about z rupees. There are so very few purely 
tiovernment trees that I make no menlion of such beyond 
that double rates are paid on them. Trees on free lands 
I of which also there are very few| are numbered and 
charged for In the same miuiner as above, but the whole 
oE the collection goes to the inamdai . There is little or 
no spirit made from ihe toddy obtained from ihe date trees, 
this Is drunk raw, simply a;, toddy. The spirit obtained 
ih from cocoanut and brab^ the first distillation is called 
jrfif.r/; and the second distillation is CHlIcd 
riie first sort sells for about 6 rupees the half maund of 35 
seers (it was but lately 3^ ^^econd at jji rupees for 

the same quantity which used to sell at 7 rupees/' The 
income derived from-licenseTecs, di.Nlillery fees and still- 
head duty was about 41! lakhs In 1871-73, 

'Hiis system continued until 1875 w hen certain reforms in 
excise revenue ami administration were introduced. By 
ihtf TariflT Act of that year the Customs duly on imported 
Nplrit.N was raised from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 per gallon. The 
town duly on imported spirits Imposed in 1S70 for the 
benefit of the Municipalky was raised from annas 3 
to annas 4 per galton in 1S75. The rates of tree-tax 
were also raised 10 7 ami 2 rupees per cocoanut and 
date-tree respectively. The stiM-head duty w'as one rupee. 

The changes made m the rates of duties from 1S7D 
are -^hnwm In the Ibllowing Eabfe on ihe nest page. 
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iit) (ii iSa^p ihv lowfi duly WAS (tnna.H 4 fin tlie ^ruduL^r of 
Satinet[pp CftrnnjA, and Furl VVillminp and for Utbpr 
nnhAfi oi^hE. 

(#) F'of Loijdun prtvur 

<f) FurSprIl U, F. 

frfl Rates of stilL'hcad diriy in xSEti ^^crp^ 

Rs. 3-11-0 35 “ U, P* 

Ra. tie^ U. P. 

(f) Plus lre«^taac Ks- H and R’». ^ for coiioarutl {inoludmif^ 
brab) and dAte reipoctii'cly. 

The edbiincement of the rate^i of duly stimy lated 

ilMdr distiU[ifIon and othdr pracriice!? Rod checked coiiJiump- 
tion. As expIuEned above» ft trec-iapping tax levied 
and the tappers were allowed to triaimfacture spirit from 
the juice. Fn the absence of control they maiiiifactured at 
a hfg'h strength and ibis spirit competed unfairly with the 
duly-paying mhowrzi spirit from Uran. Accordingly the 
tree-tax was raised and a limit was placed on the number 
of stills which reduced them in 1^77 to 142 os against 500 
fthe former average number) : and eventually in 1872 two 
enclosures were erected at Chaupati and DadaCp within 
which the distillers were required to place iheir stills. 
In ^379 the sale of toddy by Licenses was restricted 
10 persons licensed lo retail ihe same and the right of 
Collecting the revenue was purchased by Govern me nt 
from the Municipality for an annual compensation of 
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Rs* Ii4Jp 75^' 1^4 iree-lats wii^ atk^Sblied hiil :i 

>|jll-head duty wan levied at the rale of R^. per 
gallon.- Thi> meaiiure \Vii^ stoutiv op|H>:44.‘d by the 
fadndars and Bhandaris and wa^ rbllow^d by a strike 
among ihc Bltandarls who refa^icd lo take nut any tapping 
Hceniics for 18S4-85.3 Tf^e strike coniinaed thtoughout the 
year, I he only license taken out being one by n Pursi for 
tapping ^ao hrab trees, and in epnsek|uenec arrangemcniN 
wre made for the manufacture of toddy from GovEnimeiil 
brab trees near BiLsseia, whieh wsls exported thence for 
sale in Horn bay, A not her rei^ult of the strike was an 
increased imporlation of nihowra spiKt frorn Ur;in. 

At the present dale ([909)^ the Abkari adndnii^tration 
and the collection of exciiie revenue are comlucled by the 
Col lector of Bombay ander the control of the Cdiii- 
missioncr of Customs, Opium, Salt and Abkari and 
:^ub}ei:i to the provisions of Bombay Ahkan v\ct V ol 
1878^ and the Government ^orders ShercilnUer+ The Col¬ 
lector IS assisted by an Assistant Collector of ICxcise. tv ho 
belongs lo the Uncoveiianted Civil SerejcCp 

The principalrtem^^ of excise revcntic in Bombay are l 
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^ The^ rigHt of rfcCt.^fl^ing th« sHop^ wa* Vvsurd m the JustSi^n of 
the JVsee m nod Was Emfi-cferreiJ lO the i^tKoTcili^tity On 

the efltBblL 9 liinL>-ul. the laller ^ 


* This EEtcasurc bad been rtifcOOimendvd in 1877, 

*■ Thi^re liaU been A prei'ious strike in iS7ci, when Hie iree uwc 
raised. Jl c^niiniied till j(ist July *877, 
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Tht revenue from eoiiiitry lienor ivhicli furniii by far 
ihc ine>x( important item i> ubiiiincd from tivenscK and 
Mtll-head duty on s^pirits iniportfd from Lmn and Lswued 
from the ttadar diMiIlerieii., The escLsc sviiccni in Bombay 
rs known Hs the pubtac or private dit<tillery stiD-head duty 
and license fees system. Under this the mjnuifHCture of 
country spirit is separated from stile and there is no mono¬ 
poly of either. I he nutnber of shops for the sale of 
country-spirit is fiNcd. and tlig vend licenses aire disposed 
of either by auction or on payment of fees tLsscssed 
peciodically by the Collector on the basis of actiaal sales, 

I he vendors airc at liberty to procure their liquor, on 
payment of the prescribed rates of still-bead duty, from 
any of the private spirit distilleries nt Uran iir from the 
public toddy distillery at Dadar. There are no restric 
dons in regard to maaimum price. The rales of duty 
are Rs. i/8 per j^mllou of toddy spirit ofCo" U. P, and 
Rs. per eullon of 95 IJ. p, J.iquor Is issued at two 
fixed strengths from the distillery', t'js., aj* U. P. and 
rto” U- P. The duty per gallon of Uran spirit of 25“ L'.P. 

IS Rs. 4 to be increased or decreased/ni rfl/n according 
to the strength. Uran liquor fur consumption in Bom¬ 
bay city is being issued in j fixed strength* only, i.'/a,, 
20® U. P., 55“ U. P. and 60’ U. P. 


The minimum Jicense-fees and the numbtT of licenses 
for the privilege of selling {«) fonfign liquors and Indian- 
made liquor* at tariIf rates, (ij country spirit, (cf toddy, 
(rf) intoxicating drugs, and (<'J opium at shops are given 
la Appendix 11 at the end of the Chapter. 

The number of licenses, pariltularly for the sale of 
country liquor by retail is being gradu-tlly reduced, and 
care is always taken to consult local need* and opinion 
before a new liquor-shop is opened, Duty is levied on.oil 
spirits and witscs from ShahJahanRftr imported for con¬ 
sumption in any part o| the Bombay J’residency, on all 
perfumed spirit.* manufactured by Messrs. Buna and Co, 
of Nav.sari, and On spirits of wine imported from Uran 
into the city. The passes for imnsport are granted by 
the Collector ol Bombay. The collections under this head 
amounted to Rs, syy in 1908-09 and it is estimated that 
the whole of the amount imported was consumed in 
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Bc»mb;i>% The duty 00 nihowra from thie Uran 

Jtsitillery ia Rr^. 4 per gallon of 25 LT*P,, excluding Annas 
four payable to the Rcmbay Municipality as octroi duty. 
The *itill-head duty on toddy spirit issued from the 
Dadardistiltery is Rs. 3 and Rs. i-S per gallon of 25® 
and 60° U.P, respect I vel>. These rates tc^ether with the 
tndderice of the tree-tax on toddy distilled into spirit ctjtial 
the rates fixed for mhowra spirit. The incidence of taxa¬ 
tion is higher than in any 01 her part of ihe Presidency. 
But the consuniplion though it is now decreasing is 
higher than elsewhere. The tax upon trees tapped 

for dktltJatidn and for tlie sale of toddy at shops 
IS Rs- J2 for cocoanut patmsp Rs. 12 for hrab palms, 
and Rs, 6 for dale p^ilms. To those who possess 

their ow n stills distilling licenses are granted free, but those 
who use other persons' stills have to pay S annas for 

each day on w'hich ihey make use of the stills. The 

prh'jlege of drawing toddy from Government toddy trees 
is annually disposed of hy auction, usually in Oclo- 
ber+ 

The naes of duty now' levied on hemp drugs are Rs, 4 
per ser for iimias 3 per ser for 6 per ser 

for c/mriis and annas 4 per ounce for extract of Canrwtii 
iiuported Cither from the central w'are- 
houses at Ahmcdnagar and Salara or Irom the Central 
Provinces^ ifhang from the Punjab or United Provjnees* 
and c/itmit from tbs Punjab. There is a bonded ware¬ 
house for their storage, LlcensCif for the retail sale of 
he rap drugs and opium are sold by public auction. 
or infants" opiutn pills are permitted to be manufactured 
and sold at certain specified shops^ Opium Is not grown 
in the Bombay Presidency. The Malwa opium, which Is 
the quality most Itirgely importedp is first deposited in the 
warehouse and is then removed to shop;: for local con¬ 
sumption on payment of a fee of Rs, joo per che?^i. 
A regular export of opium from Bombay to Chinsi 
has been in existence for many years* 

From the earliest period of British rule in Bombay, 
liovernmcnt appear to have derived a revenue from 
tobacco. In i6hS, for example^ the -^esianquc of 
Tobacco' {t.c., tobatco-farm) w'as declared to he worth 


t 




iJ,^ a yciir,' while ilenrv G:in- wa,s >ti,ted 

to i ”o J'’" “'■ 'f'" from 

h.id .ncrcusetj ,□ ^-o.^oo Neraphin.^ a yeaV ^ in 

.7.0 th. company put ,he fe„n ap to auc.Joo and obtained 
K^. 0,105 from ooe Pa.^ueJ Baretlo. while i„ j, 

Tr 'Tb Bhihhu Sinay She.ivi, for three' S.,;! 

DuT-'lr’'' f J-^rR., 40,000 

-t year. Durinj; tins [vnod tobacco was largely shipped to 
llomhay from Surat, mwl uas sold on the i/jartuTv the 
larmcrs at *■ hujerults the /cf„ 0132 flf,„ payi,,., 

an import duty of 9 per cent. Among other articles of tht 

SdT“fl " *'* that “when the 

S.drs fl.cf may arni-em ports belonging 10 this island the 

them and all tobacco found shall be shat up in a-ware- 
house under their key, whilst the satd iTeet mey remain 
ere. The people belonging to the fleet shall he pbligcd 
10 bity from the aloresaid farmers all tobacco thev reo^ire 

deposited shall he redelivered to them”t also that "in case 

‘IL'^T* invading iho island, a general 

forhidr th h"" u.’’®'' cainmity (which (lod 

id), the Honourable Company sli«|| make the said 

larmers such reasonable abatement an shall be judged 

submitted a petition that The [obaeco imported by the 

"'““J Gnventmeu, 

therefore inserted in the farm contract of that vcjir :< 
provision for the examination of all imported tobacco by 
(Neir customs officials. m,d for the inspection 0/ retniJ 
shops aud the heanng of appeals by the Collector or 
Cust oms .Master of Bomba y or Mahim. I „ spite of this. 

' CoqntoSMrnt, ItareJi sjlii, Ita^. 

^ r.iiry to Lord AHii)|{toti, 1 iih JMa-nittrr 1667. 

Depoly Govicmor m S.,rni, M .rch t;ih, iSSS^Og. 

' .\iuigH‘r m DrfMJty Gocemor, S.Ttcitvhrr afltli. 1675. 

■ lloinbuy Gaielterr .Unmnsli, ||J, iAt.Sti. ^ . 

*lct.T,Jed articlrsof Rgrx-rimvil Wlwre,, Ih^f^rhirr and Gw,i^,;n,-„l‘' 
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the Tiirni htjlU for three yeiir^ foi^ KK^boo year^*^ 
The foUovi in^ table BhoAV-s the deiails of the tohact'o 
revenue between 177^-“^ 


Year. 

t. 1 

Vonf 1 

Rent. 1 

Veiif* 


1748 

* 7 St 

ITS 4 

*757 

Rp.. 

4 $. 7 “ 
46,760 ' 

4Sj J03 

56^001 

1760 

1763 

1767 

1770 

R>. 

67,300 

75 *=*™ 

6^,000 

^,EKie 

1773 

^775 

177^ 

1 

||:Ai6oo 1 
SJjTtid i 
6 e ,406 I 

1 


Iri 1797 and again In itoo Government is*tied rcg^ln- 
ttons relatiEig to tbs levy of duty on tobacco,- and stated in 
the preamble of the latter (Regulation X of iSoo) that “the 
Uni red Rajit India have from a long time past derived :i 
public revenue from the tax impobicd on the sfile of tobacco 
tor the use and consumption of the inhabitants of this 
Presidency; and it has been the u^age of the Governinent 
of this islMid frocn the carlie&t times to let the sEiid revenue 
to farm* and sundry rules nnd orders have been estab¬ 
lished from lime to time by authority of the Governor 
In Council for ibc managemfint of the farm of the said 
revenue/' This doubtless refers to the Regulation of 1797 
and to earlier enactments of which no trace now i 

In a bonk of Indentures, commencing wltb the year itoo. 
are two deeds, one dated October 25thi 1S03. and the other 
October agth^ itoh* both granting to one Raghunuth 
DadajI the right to collect the tobacco revenue on payment 
annually of R*- 1,46^400- This farming system lasted 
until the 51st October 1810. after which the control was 
transferred to the Collector of Customs. The rates of 
duty levied^ irrespective of the 3^ per cent, customs 
import duly, were as follows 

On tobacco^ including snulL.Rs^ 318 per Indian mannd. 

On ganjas ,* ^61 p> 

On foreign manufactured 

snuff -- Ti * f^^ 

^ Bombay CaKeltecr Maleri.d^c, III, pp. 498^500. 

* CcUectOf^'n Diary XXXIL 

* Ganja was treated iSs ^ feiiid of icihJUTCO from iSw to the intfO' 

liuirtidn of ifac Bombay Abhan Act cn duty ^ 

j^nja was flaiimtlaled with that cm tobacco a«d redttcM froir 

2S1 10 9 perliid^i maund. 
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In 18^5 tlie duty on tobacco was reduced from Rs. 31^ 
to Rh* 15 per Ziidiofi maund and by Reg'ulaLlon XXl of 
iSa/ a further reduction to Rs. 9 per (ndt^n muund wus 
elTectcd. Regulation XV of j8j 8 Jowored the duty to 
Rs. jj| per mnund in places other than Bombay, In 

February iS^t the farming system was re-intrtjduced and 
continued lUI iH^j. 

The Tobacco duly was in Act I of 1838 styled 
“ Special Abkari Jluty,” In i8^S Government authorised 
the abolition of the citcise duty on the importation or the 
exportation of tobacco by sea at the subordmate ports. 
By Act XXIV of 1850 the specia) duty was fixed at 
Rs. 7i and the customs duly at Ro. p^r Indian 
maund. The special duty lias since remained at Rs. yj 
per Indian maund, while the customs duty has been 
changed to an inl-Taiofejn duty of 5 per cenl. under the 
Indian Tariff Act. In 1837 Act JV. an Act “to amend 
the Jaw retaring to the duties payable 00 tobacco 
and the retail sale and warehousing thereof in the 
Town of Bombay '* was passed. That Act has since 
remained in force without undergoing any material 

The colkctjoii^^ from the tobacco duly origin ^Uy 

rormed a portion of the Imperial Revenyo. \n 18^7 
ihe proceeds were made over to the Bo jrd of Con¬ 
servancy as a state contribution, but this arrangement 
was discontinued at the close of the official year 1838-55, 
tn consequence of an Impression prevailing that ih« Act 
contemplated the absolute and Lioconditionar surrender tn 
that Board of the special duty on tobacco. This aerion of 
Government was approved by the accrclary of State for 
India, To the end of 1863 the re venue'derived from this 
tax was crediied to Government. In November of that 
year the Bench of Justices renewed their application for 
the transfer of the proceeds of the special duty on tobacco 
to themselves, and being supported by the Government 
of Bombay the revenue was restored lo the .Municipality 
by the Government of India with effect from the tst 
January t866. The control of the Department has since 
rested with Government while the revenue ha.s been banded 
over to the Munidpaiity. It has always been recogoiaed 
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».•; state contribution towards iht Municipal funds and 
bne wlthtictd At arty Mrnu+* 

The.Tobacco Department is regulated by Act IV ol 
1857 tvhich is applicable only to the Town and Island ol 
Hombay . Merchants arc allowed to warchcpuse their tobacco 
on ifiipcirtation, if they do not clear it direct for home 
consumption. The warehooses belong to the Fort Trust, 
are rented direct by the merchants, but are controlled by 
the tobacco department, the controlling staff consisting of 
:t supervisor. 4 clerks and ss peons. The supervisor is 

responsible for the collection of duty and for the correct 
weighment of all tobacco passed from the warehouses 
into the town. For the prevention of smuggling of 
tobacco into the island, a staff consisting of 4 In.spcctors 
and so peons is employed. I'he Inspectors enquire 
into applications for new licenses, and for removal of 
licensed shops, mnke investigations about the smug¬ 
gling of tobacco, patrol the northern foreshore and railway 
stations and emimitic accounts of the country tobacco 
shops. The peons arc stationed at the railway st.itions 
;indat Varli, MangaJwttdi, Mori, Dharavi. Dubba and 
Sion chaokis on the northern foreshore of Bombay. The 
prevcitiive and warehouse staffs are under the control of 
the .Assistant Collector of tiicclse, who ts directly respon- 
<,ib!e to the Collector of Bombay, 

Dp to the year 1813-14 there was a gradual increase in 
the revenue from tobacco, and from 1S14-15 to 1816-17 n 
sudden decrease, due to smuggling and the inability of 
ihe department to cope with it. This led to the passing of 
itegulation Vllof 1817- From that year up to 1833-24 
the revenue tended to expand, but subsequently dccrca-wd 
and continued to do so till 183^*3*' when the farming 
system was re-introduced. The decline was partly due no 
doubt to the reduction in the rate of duty in 1623 and 1827. 
The amount received from the farmers varied from 
Rs, 70.000 to 112 lakhs it year. In 183? Government 
again assumed direct management of the tobacco revenue. 

The gross revenue, tt'hen the tax wa-s made over in 1856. 

amounted to Rs. 1,01, 5 ^ 4 ' (865-66 the gross revenue 

*■ GombHy Covernaienl loiter h'e, J46 of 19th Jnniuiry tS8e- 
(iovrmmcnl of India letter No- 3(30. doted 3l%t Ociober )B66. 
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h;ul risen lo Rs. 1,40,853, anti m 187H to Rs. 1,80,01)0. 
During the year 1908-00 the gross revenue was 3-3 lakhs 
:iiid the net revenue j'l lakha. 

The rolloH^ng table gives details of the tobacco rfcvenue 

ill Bombay cky imd 
to igoS'Otj;— 


Trtb*t.X‘a r£!vrnuc culTccteil 
under Ciovl - nuftiiHifciTuffl I. 

1^15-16 

iSJ5-a6 .. 

Tsjljftcert ]<rTi.'nue fsirnicd 
on the i^lFebryary i8jl. 
iSji-sa 
> 8 j 5 -j 6 

3 ^ 5 --¥fi 

l«SO' 5 l 

Gavcniiu«nl nianiiifemeiits 

*“ 70^71 . 

iPSa^i ... .. 

iU^D-91 
1900^11 
191:18-09 


Inland from the year jSii-jj 

Gruss 

iColIis^tiOfis. 

1 

Cv^sl of 
' E^t^bliAh^ 
irten i* 

^4elb 

' CoJIvetienT^*. 


R^, 1 

Kh. 

ys.stjj 

i,44,e.|g 

ti,S97 ' 
to, 4 ^ , 

7Sf905 

95.44? 

J.4a»4l5 

76,2915 

70,000 

70,000 

*»f 39 i 3 

1 

j 

XQiOOo 

yOpOMi 

8i,do0 

1,03, w 

»■ 47.399 

■«UI,II4 ! 
JiO 0 . 53 i 

'> 4 i, 3 &| 1 

3 . 37 i** 6 i 

i 

7*+*^ i 

^&i 4 S 7 i 

1 . 39(977 
i^ 45 i 4°9 
1,80,075 
.ti 161980 
3,09,791 


The income-tax was iir^t levied in Bombay in the year rnomne-T+ji 
i 86 o- 6 t under :he provisions of Act XXXll of 
The lax wiw levied to relieve the linarLCial difficulties 
which beset India after the Mutiny, and was Imposed 
upon :tlJ incomes exceeding Rs. 700 per annumi Including' 
incomes derived from n^ricuJiure. The rate was a per 
cent+ on Incomes between Rs. joo nnd Rs, 500 and 3 per 
cent, on large incomes with an additional one per cent, to 
be used for locaJ public works^ In iS&j the minimuni 
taxable income was raised to Rs. 500. The tax produced 
on ihc average 15 lalchsayear in Bombay, 

This .Act ceased to operate in 1S65, but its place wa> 
taken in iS 6 j by a new Act Imposing a tax on proressions 
and trades, which produced annual prohLs of not iess than 
Rs. 200. The total colkclions in Bnmh.iv amounted tp 
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4M lakhs. In some relief was ^Ivcn under a new 

Act by which the minimuiTt a?^ficssabJe income raised 
to Rs+ 500^ and the fiiced rates wore reduced lo t per cent, 
on the minimum income ofeHch clas^s. The tax 5 t date 
produced nearly 6 lakhs in Rom bay- Towards the close 
of 1869 the assessment was raUed by 50 per cent* and 
yielded more than r 1 lakhs In In 1S70 the rates 

were again raised to ahout pi^r cent, on the minimum 
of Gs.cn das^ up to Rs* jooo* an exact being Icviird on 
incomes above that limit* The enhanced rates produced 
i7| lakhsn In 1871-73 the minimum taxable incatne was 
raised to Rs. 750 and a general rate of 2 pies in the rupee 
Was levied4 the fixed mtes on incomes beh^w 2000 
being abandoned, lti these circumstances the tax yielded 
Rs* 5 pS7pOoo. In the year followings the taxable limit, 
was raised to Rs* lOoo and the collections relE to 
Rs. 5,24^000. 

In 1B73-74 the lax was once more abolished and was 
not rt4mposed undl 1S77-78. In iSjEkyg the License-Tax, 
(Act til of 1878} was promulgated w-ith the object of 
permanently increasing Provincial revenues which barely 
sufficed to mcot the necessary expenditure on recurring 
famines. The Act laid down ihat cortipanies registered 
under the Indian Companies* Act of i8S6t bankers* brokers, 
manufacturers^ commission-agents* contractors, hotel- 
keepers^ money-changersi shlp-ownersp owners of 
conveyances plying for hire, and all persons carrying on 
tfode or Industry of any klnd^ should take out licenses on 
payment of fees divided into fiftceti different classes.' 
Traders earning less than Rs* 100 a year were exempted 
from the operation of the Acl» tint! this exemption was fur¬ 
ther extended by an amending Acti^ V\ I of 18S0, to traders 
earning than Rs. 300 a year. The Act was adminis¬ 
tered by the Collector of Bombay until February^ 1879, 
when a special officerp Mr* Dosabhoy Framjl KarRka,C.Si I. p 
was placed in sole charge of the department. In 187S-79 
and 1879-80 the total collections In Bombay amounted 
respectively to Rs. 4,11,000 and Rs, 4,33,000, and the 
number of assessees 25,241 and 26,64]* changes 

t The lowcaE f«? wfta Rs. 2 In clH.!i5 XV and Ihe highest R?t. Jflo 
in <ta»t I. 
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introduced in iSSo fessened the proceeds ^nd the number 
of a-ssesseee. The forn'cr Varied beLweCn Rst* 3^81^000 
and Rs. 4 sOpOooand the latter between 9,858 and 101649^ 
The license tax m t8S6 convened into n general 

Income-tHK by Act It of 1886^ A new? post of n^sihUant to 
the Collector of Income-Tax wns created p and a coio- 
ml^sloe of A per cent, wnii granted to non-ofKciaJji^ who 
might undertake Eo collect the tax from their employ £:$h 
S ince that date the chief events in the adminis^tratlon of 
the Act have been the enhancement of the inmirrmci 
assessable income froin Rs. goo to Rs. 1*000 a year in 
19^31 ^nd the reorganixatiL n of the deparlment in 19051 
The as^it-tanl to the Collector of Tneome-Tax wa^ includ¬ 
ed in the cadre of Deputy Collectors* and the pnost of 
Examiner of Accounts wiu^ created m lieu of the old piMt 
of Personal Aiisibitajit to ihe Collector.. At present (igoqj 
the Encamc^Tajc Department is divided into two branches* 
the in-door and out-door^ of which the latter is undi-'r the 
direct supervisiod of the Deputy Collector, and comprises 
7 Inspectors and bailKTs. Tbe laticr are re;>ipoiisib 1 e for 
surveying and recovering dues in the seven wards into 
which the city is divided for income-tax purpese^s. The 
in-door esbibllshaient comprises; an Examiner of 
Accounts and w clerks. An appeal fr-irti the decisions of 
the Col lector of Income-Tax hes to the Collector of Bom¬ 
bay as [ncomc-Tax Commissioner. 

The progress of the tax between i8£6-87 And 1908-99-is 
shewm 111 the following laolc :— 

(/» T/titvMsmd* p/ ^uprrxm) 



1886.7. 



leco-t. 

i WS-6- 


CDltrcUoii iri.- 


i7*J7 

' »9,8( 

|J,8S 

20,4! 

jS, 19 

ChAJTges ... 

40 

4 f 

4J 

S' 

6 A 

79 


The number of aSSevsees in 1886-87 w'erc 20,y]5p in 
1902-0it was 321684* Since 1903-04 it has varied 
betWf^en iSpgoo and 2o*ooOi. 

The leyyiag of stamp fees was brst introduced into 
Boml^ay under Rc;.^ufntion Xl V of iSig, which provided 
for the imposition of fees on certain d-iS5iex of documentAp 


Rtnreiii^ 
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4^ 

jf> haiiJK^ proitiissory lease:b^ ^nd 

asi.stg^nmCDtN of immoveable property. In 1857 a new 
Regulation XX VI 11 was passed wbicrh-provided for the 
establi^shment of a Stamp Office in charge of a Superin* 
Lender!t of Stamps, who was also entrusted with the work 
of distributing and issuing stamps both to mofussil oRice^ 
and to vendors in the City. This regulation was supplerncnl- 
ed by Regulations lU of ^828, VIJl of 1850, IJJ and XIV 
of 1S31. Finallyi after various enactments between iSfio 
and 18671 present Court-Fees Act of 1870 was 

promulgated^ while the Stamp Act XVJII of 1869 super¬ 
seded lill previous laws regarding stamp duties other than 
coart-feos. This xAct of 1869 was in its turn repealed by 
Act I of 1.^79 and by Act J l of 1899^ wbkb inter ulm 
provides for the cancellation of stamps, the fixing of raici^ 
of exchange for foreign currencies, and for refunds of 
excess duty% The duty on sea insurance and (ire inHurance 
policies is tenable under an amending Act V of 1906. 

The ^tamp Department Is under the control of the 
Collector of Bombay Superintendent the direct manage- 
mftjit of the General Stamp Oilice being vested in an 
Assistant Supcrintendent+ Among the various classes 
of stamps 14 use are judicial stampsp both adhesive court- 
f^ie labels and impressed court-fee papers, which arc 
issued for saJe to vendors at the various courts of 
the city and arc also sold to the public for cash; 
non-judiciaJ stamps, including foreign bill, notarial 
stamps, Atirrdi stamps, etc., which are sold to the 
public and licensed statnp-v^endors ; adhesive stamps im¬ 
pressed at the General. Stamp Office on conveyances+ 
mortgages, leasesj bonds^ powers-of-attorney and other 
such documents; postage stamps, and postal service 
stamps. All the various classes and denominations of 
stamps and stamped papery are manufactured and 
printed in England by Messrs. De la Rue k Co., and are 
supplied from time to time on indentii annually preferred 
10 the Director-General of Stores at the India Office* On 
arriv,i| m Bombay they arc stored in strong roomSi and are 
divided into three categories :—the reserve^ open reserve 
and current .ftock, the last-named being m charge of a 
storekeeper. The revenue from stamps varies In the 
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ca3G Oi judiciaJ stumps nccordlnj^ tv the uinDDiit of 
litigation in the High Court and Smnll Cau^te Courts, 
and of probates and e^tates^ duties; amt in ihe case of 
non-judiciaJ stamps it dep^nd^ upon the gen end state of 
the meneantikK and Bnankal markets. 


The follounng table ^hows the receipts of i^tamp 
revenue in nomhtty Chy in ihtnisands of rupees sinL;e 
1875-76:-^ 


1 

JuiUOAl iilJlttijt 
Rn'ci|il«. 

jVi^in-^udk'ial 
SiajTip R'^H'iha 

ToIaI Ke^Mpifiei. 


R>. 


R-. 

1873-76 

S. 4 J 


ClilJ 

I 

iSSo-Si 

1 

S.M 

*16+ 

11,78 


6 , 3 a 



1891^^1 

M,S4 


■ 8.17 



io+j6 



10*50 

ie,04 



10,84 


jfipJU 

1 9 qS^ 

i 1 

. 1 

J^.gl 1 


The first registration law in force in Bombay was ttegiinnui^ei 
Regulation 9 of 18^7 w’hith required all deed» relating 
to real property to be registered^' the superintendence of 
the registers being vested in the Senior Assistant Judge. 

This was followed by India Att t of 1845P India .Act W of 
1845 and India Act XVJII of 1S47. Finally the whole 
law' of registration w’as repealed by Act XVM of 1864^ for 
carrying out the proA'Isions of which six reglsterlngofficers, 
including a Registrar, were nppomted to the island of 
Bombay. This Act w'os again amended b^- Act iX of 1865* 
and Avas subsequently repeated by .Acts XX of 1S66 and 
XXV'] 1 of r36S, wrhich in their turn were cancelled by 
.Act VriJ of 1871 and Act HI of 1S77. The latter Act was 
in force till zgoS when the revised Act XVT of 1908 w^a.^ 
introduced. Lip to 1S66 the Registration Department 

^ Some form of rcgj^lratioi] apprar^ Ifs have in Bnnilniiy 

Inland m 
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was ir^atfid as a branch cf the Judicial Orpattment^ but 
was from lha .1 date transferred 10 the Revenue Depart- 
ment of Government ; and out of the five ^ub-Rc|^btrars* 
Offices in Bombay three were abolished in 18^3 and 

187^, leaving two nl;l!ice:^ only, whtch were situated in the 
Fori and .Mnndvi^ The average annual revenue from re* 
gistration for the six years ending 1871-73 wa? Rs* 

In i886 these twu o^hces were amalgamated under one 
Joint Suh-Registrxir+ and the city was formed into one 
district and sub-disedet in the folEawi^tg year-* Prior to 
this amalgamatloi) the Sub-Kegistrar In the Foit acted as 
Registrar fur the whole of the island ; hot Since iSfliJ 
appeEIate powers have been vested in the Collector of 
Romhay ftegistrar* while the Sub-Re^^istror performs 
all the runctions of Registrar^ save that of hi-^aring appeKl;?^ 
The Bombay sub-rei^istry office is directly subordinate 
to the In-pector-Geiieralof Registration for the Presidency, 
who exorcises his control through the Reglstnar- 

The total number of documents registered la i goS was 
4,714 against 3^601 in 1904-oz and 3,890 in 18H1-S3. 
Tho fees collected amounted to Rs+ 1,13,000 in igoh 
ag.iinst Rs, 56,000 and Rs. 39^000 in 1901-03 and i33[-83 
respectively. 

The fol[owing labfe shows the number of documents of 
different clajises registered in Bombay at decennial periods 
since : — 
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^ Receialy it has been d^ddrd to iiTentt IwO offices if>cO|ie with 
ihf* h4savy mqrH und to HfTerd ^rCBiter tiicihlie^ lo the public. This 
order will ahorUy be broifgtu into force* 
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The Bombay Boiler Fund is ad ministered as 

an inc^Krporatcd loeaJ fund under the Steam Boiler 
inspection Act il of 1891^ The act is applicable \& 
ail boilers and prime-mo vers in Bombay, except ihc boilers 
of railvray companies and tnnrine boilers; and the in¬ 
spection of boilers jooiemplated by the Act is performed 
by a Chief Inspector and six Junior Inspectors^ who 
are under the co[iLrol of the Colleclor of Bombay. Of ibe 
Inspectors, two are g^cneraHy^ and the r*st are occasionally^ 
employed for work within the island^ In all questions 
of a technical character, the Collector takes the advice of 
the Chief Inspector* and appeals He from his deci^ilans 
to a Boiler Cotnmission composed of three members. 
The working certlEicatet^ of old boilers are annually 
renewed, after inspection and in certain cases subjection 
to a hydraulic test: while in the case of new boilcrsj, both 
hydraulic and jiteam testsf are applied before a working 
cert I Hen tc is ^anted^ Inspecllon feeii vary» according 
to the horse-power of the boiler, from Rs. 10 to Rs, 40 
and amounted in 1908-09 in Bombay island to nearly 
Rs. 39o30^ the number of boiler^ liable to the provisions 
of the Act in that year being The object of the Act 

may be held to have been reall^di ?iince 1900 only one 
serious fatality occurred in consequence of the bursting of 
a stop-valve. The Collector of Bombay is also President 
of a board of thirteen quaHHed engineers, of whom six 
meet a lime and w^ho Hold -quarlcrly examinations of 
candidati?a for engineering certiHcntes under the Act. 
These certificates are of three classes, the examination 
for the ihird or lowest clo-ss consisdng of a practical emj 
nocff test conducted In the Government Dockyard, 


Belli cr 
InHuecUnn 
ryod. 
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Ir> tlidUs^ndM nf rup5S4?s rtmiltcd-J 
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APPENDrx n. 

Lisi of Lt-ctnsos issued in Bombay nndtr the Aiduiri and 
Opium Aci^^ 


UntTiplJOii 


HotC'l Licentit^ JIB *+^ ■-■■ ‘■■■1 “ 

kirfrctkh^ent Roam +.+ | 

PermAnefl t Refreah mcnt Stull LiceiMt** I 
Tamporar)'Refreatimeflt Stall LicmM'^ 
Wti9le5al<' Licensee ^^^ + 1 % -Pl^* ^ 

R^* tail . Licenafti— 

PirsiClAJP to tw Itfrpt open lilt 

II p.mi —* +»» 

Se^rond C3 im to be kopl open 
till ^ p.m i *** 

L.ieenaaa for the Mfcnufaciure qF 
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Oiatillirtif Lirtnsws 

Tapping LiceflMs . 
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/n/ojemfinff 
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VruKS ai tbo Bonded Warehoase 
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